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Youth

Pictured above are the newly elected Youth Officers
for 2013. They are:
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These young people were elected during their September
meeting and were installed on Sunday, September 30th.
The congregation gave these Youth & Counselors a round of
applause as they start their new year of service.

Above are scenes from the Ladies Lunch Out at Macaroni Grill in September. As you can see, the ladies had a great time together enjoying
good food and good fellowship.
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information see the next November
newsletter.

CLC’s Caring Cart
Returns!
After a long summer
vacation, our Caring Cart
returns ready to help needy
people in our community.
The Rescue Mission has been
selected for the remainder of
September and October. They have a great
need for paper goods of all sorts; toilet paper
(lots of toilet paper), paper towels, and
individual packages of Kleenex.
Next time you are at the store, pick up a
package of any of these items and place them
in our cart. They will be taken to the Rescue
Mission the first week of November.
Thank you for your support and showing
our Christian love for the less fortunate.

Dress for Success
A special thank you this month to Louise
Moore for her donations of clothes hangers. We
continue to need hangers for pants and shopping
bags with handles. We also continue to need
women’s clothes suitable for job interviews and
employment as well as shoes, purses and other
accessories.
I will be out of town the next several weeks
visiting family in Germany and going on a river cruise
with my sister-in-law in Southern France. I will collect
your donations after my return In mid-October.
[Sue Oppliger, Program Coordinator]

Phonics Classes Resumes

Rummage Sale!
We have a great Rummage Sale
scheduled for Saturday, November 17th
from 7 a.m. until 1 p.m.. Several of our
members have a lot of “stuff” just
waiting to bring up to the church for
this sale!
If you have items to donate you
can bring them to the church the week
of the sale. Two thirds of the profits will
go toward the Building Fund and 1/3
will go toward the Good Sam Bethesda
Home in Cypress, TX. whose clients are
both physically and mentally
challenged. Both Jan Shaver and Judy
Bartz will be working on this project..
They will need a lot of help getting
ready for this event. For more
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It’s exciting to see the enthusiasm on the
faces of our students as they return to class. Emily
kept insisting t o her father that she was missing
her class at church—she is now in the 3rd grade
and has been with us since she turned 4 yrs. old.
We have her cousin Katie with us this year who is
in the 4th grade. Promise Whitlock has been with
us for 3 yrs. now. Both she and Emily are eager to
learn—both competing with their assignments.
They keep us on our toes.

Game Nights for October
Mondays, October 8th and 22th will be
the Game Nights this month at 6 p.m. When
you come out for a Game Night, do bring your
favorite snack or meal and get ready to enjoy
having a fun evening with fellow members.
Thanks to those of you who are filling in spots
for us so we can play 42!

Sometimes I think we have been Christian too long. Now bear with me please. I am
writing this from a different perspective. It is the new Christians that realize that they are doing things that they shouldn’t be doing. They realize that they have become a person that they
didn’t want to be and they are open to letting the Holy Spirit work and change them. In a recent interview, Jason Castro, a singer from American Idol who did not make it all the way, said
that he realized a lot of things have happened to him in the last several years and he was not
proud of the man he was becoming, and he made changes in his life. Wow! Isn’t that what we
are all supposed to be doing? It’s called sanctification where we let God mold us. The problem
is that often we let the ways of the world mold us instead of God. It is easy to see this from outside of Christianity, to look at Christians and wonder why do they do the things they do. This is
how we get labels like hypocrites. Well this is one of the issues that were affecting the Corinthians.
The Corinthians were talking a lot of talk, but their actions were disturbing. What is
worse is that Paul saw that they were bickering with each other; Christian verses Christian,
even to the point of taking their fellow brothers in Christ to court, actually suing each other.
The fact that the Corinthians mishandled lawsuits by taking them to public court was terrible, but this
problem flowed out of an underlying difficulty. The Corinthians mistreated one another and failed to
reconcile their conflicts in a Christian manner. Paul writes in the Bible in 1 Corinthians 6:6-8:
6

but brother goes to law against brother, and that before unbelievers? 7 To have lawsuits at all with
one another is already a defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded?
8
But you yourselves wrong and defraud—even your own brothers!
Paul expresses his dismay over lawsuits by pointing out how self-defeating they were. Anyone who
brings a lawsuit against another person intends to win. But because public lawsuits between Christians damage
the church’s witness and reputation, those who participate in them cannot win. They do more damage to themselves by injuring the church in this way than they suffer by being wronged by other Christians. Whatever decision the public court reaches, the Christians have been completely defeated already.
Paul states “Why not rather suffer wrong?” The problem is that people who are suing someone are
usually focused on themselves and not on Christ. After all isn’t it Jesus himself that said “27 “But I say to you
who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who
abuse you. 29 To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your
cloak do not withhold your tunic either. 30 Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away
your goods do not demand them back. 31 And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them.” This is
how Jesus told us to treat our enemies! Shouldn’t we at least give our fellow brothers in Christ the same love?
More ………….>>>>
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The Corinthians had lost sight of some of the most precious principles by which they were to live.
Christ taught his church the law of love (Jas. 2:8). Christians should serve one another (Gal. 5:13). They
should be a unified body in which every member works in harmony with the others (Eph. 4:16). For these reasons, and to protect the church, it would be better to be wronged and cheated than to struggle and fight with
one another.

When nonbelievers watch the actions of Christians, they should see love. After all, they will know we
are Christians by our love. Maybe we need to pray and open ourselves up in all areas of our life, to be allowed
to let God shape us and mold us according to His will and to not let the ways of the world creep into God’s
new creation—YOU!

Pastor Perry Culver

*************************************************************************************************

ATTENTION
You are cordially invited to the
50th Birthday Party
Hosted by the Reeves family for

Michael Reeves
On Saturday, November 10th
At 6:00 p.m.
At
Christ Lutheran Church
Everyone Invited!
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Dear Friends in Christ,
Arla and I had a good time being park hosts at Goliad State Park during July and August. The park rangers didn’t work us too hard and we roamed the countryside during our
days off.
Enough about us, back to the business of the church. Rob Meyer has scheduled 2 Saturday grounds work days, Oct. 13 and Nov. 3. Some of the items to be addressed are tree planting, general clean up around the annex and behind the church, smoothing out some of the
grounds and any other things needed. Please put these two dates on your calendar and come
prepared with gloves and a willing spirit. Any amount of time you can devote to this worthwhile endeavor will be appreciated
.The church directory is coming along; if you haven’t given your information to Glenda
please do so as soon as possible as the cutoff date is Oct 28th.
The Wall of Crosses is still in the planning stage. See Doris Moorehead for more details and information.
We have scheduled a rummage sale for Nov 17th with set up on the 15th and 16th. If you
can help , please see Judy Bartz.
As always if you have any questions or concerns see me or any BLL member.
Worship and praise the Lord and spread His word., Ken Stump

“God’s Changeless Word”
Feelings come and feelings go,
And feelings are deceiving;
My warrant is the Word of God —
Naught else is worth believing.
Though all my heart should feel condemned
For want of some sweet token,
There is One greater than my heart
Whose Word cannot be broken.
I’ll trust in God’s unchanging Word
Till soul and body sever,
For though all things shall pass away,
His Word shall stand forever!
—Martin Luther
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the ministry, but hope to continue
God’s Work within the missionary
field. May the Lord continue to bless
their work in His name.

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE
Chapter #312
We have collected most of the
baby bottles from all three churches.
We are also in the process of taking
the donations to the bank to be deposited. This will take several trips
since we’ve collected a LOT of coins!

CHOIR PRACTICE . . .

. . Continues on Wednesdays at 6
p.m.—just before church services.
We are learning some really beautiful selections and we’d love to have
We’ll let you know the total in next
month’s newsletter. Thank you to all you join us if you’d like. We’re in
need of all 4 parts: sopranos, altos,
who so generously donated.
tenors, or basses. You don’t need to
We last met at Immanuel in
know how to read music, just have a
Bossier in September. We’re planlove of singing!
ning to hold our annual spaghetti
dinner - dine in or take out. This
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASSES HAVE
year we will hold this at St. Paul on
INTERESTING TOPICS
Lakeshore Dr. The date will be on
Saturday, November 10th from 11
am—4 pm. The meals will be $5.00 Adult Classes: Mack McKinley's class
per plate. Advertising will be done
is studying the Parables and Pastor
by all three churches in advance.
Culver’s class is studying the sermon
The Crisis Pregnancy Center is topics of the day.
also holding a fund raiser. They will Mike Reeves teen class is studying
be meeting in October with a guest
current events.
speaker. More info to follow.
Children’s classes are each structurPlease keep this ministry in
ally based on printed Bible topics.
your prayers.
FOR THOSE WHO KNEW PASTOR AND TERESA MURDAUGH
from their Our Savior days . . .

Blessed are those who can give
without remembering, and take
without forgetting.

. . .On September 16 the Murdaughs
retired from their church in Lilburn,
Georgia, after many years of service.
We’re told they are not retiring from
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Christ Lutheran "Embers Youth Group" Fund Raising
The youth have begun planning their "LIVE+LOVED" 2013 LCMS National Youth Convention trip to San Antonia, TX. As you can imagine, the expenses on a trip like this are monumental. However, the expense is greatly outweighed by the experience that each youth will
have and the memories they will bring back with them. This experience has the potential to be
the biggest impact that a youth will have on continuing their "Christian Walk". By communing
with 25-30,000 fellow Lutheran youth, they witness firsthand that "they are not alone" and that
contrary to public opinion, being a Lutheran/Christian is not an anomaly. They come back from
this trip as a much stronger Christian!
Between now and June 2013, alongside our numerous service projects, such as serving
meals at the Providence House, sorting and filling boxes at the Food Bank, distributing stuffed
elephants from our "Forget Me Not" ministry to patients at Shriners Hospital, Holy Angels, etc,
we will be holding varying fundraisers to try and offset these "monumental" travel expenses to
and from San Antonio. Therefore, we prayerfully ask that you search your hearts and consider
donating whatever you can, whenever you can.
You can either make a donation into each weeks offering plate by noting on your check
that it is intended for the "Embers Youth Group", or make your check out directly to them with
this same title. Or you can assist by participating in any of the upcoming fundraisers. Any way
that you choose will be a blessing upon these fine young people.
Thank you for your past and future support of the Christ Lutheran "Embers Youth"
group! Through your continued and greatly appreciated support, you will be helping to ensure
that the message from the National Youth Gathering of "LIVE+LOVED" will be evident everyday in the lives of future generations of LCMS Youth!
Terri Holland, Counselor

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Eloise Culver, Gene Heppner,
Jerry Joiner, Stephanie Kelly, Sylvia Ladage, Ceil Manning, Warren Manchester, Marilyn
Meeks, Irma Mecom, Sharon Odom, Peggy Ray, Katie Reuter, Amanda Sparks, Marilyn Symmank, and Lewis Wiist.
General Wellbeing

Our Church, Our Mission and Our Pastor Culver.

In the Military
Paula & Eric Anderson

Rebecca & Marcus Cooper Shelton Feibel, Jr.

Raul Garcia III

Richard Hester

Jeff Kidwell

Jennifer Kidwell .
Russell Kirklin
Warren Manchester, Jr. Brandon McCall
Paul Gabor
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Michael Manchester
Clinton White

•

During our latest meeting we talked about doing a “Holy Angels Movie Morning” on September
29. The movie being Monsters Inc.

•

We have an upcoming lock-in on September 21 at St. Paul Lutheran Church, call time is 8 p.m.
We will be joined by our fellow LCML Youth from Immanuel and Faith Lutheran. We are very
excited about this.

•

The focus for this next year will be the upcoming National Youth Gathering in July of next
year.

•

We will also be starting the Braided Bread sales on September 21 and will end sometime in October. The bread will be delivered before Thanksgiving.

•

Flocking is on its way and if you want to purchase insurance, it will be $10. If you get flocked
it will be $15 to get the birds picked up!

•

On Oct. 13th there is a church cleanup day planned. Most of the Youth will be helping with
this.

•

We are scheduled to return to Shriners to deliver elephants on Oct. 23.

•

We also have a Cards for Soldiers, which is when the youth will get together with the LWML
and make cards for the soldiers and will be held on October 26 at Michaels on Youree.

•

Youth Officers for next year have been elected. Please see Page 1 for the list of those elected.
Sincerely,
Wesley Williams, Secretary

“FROM OUR CHILDHOOD GOD HAS BEEN LAYING HIS FATHERLY HANDS UPON US,
AND ALWAYS IN BENEDICTION.”
—H. E. MANNING
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SERVANT SCHEDULE FOR OCTOBER
Sunday 7th
Elders—Russell Kirklin & Mike Holland

Sunday 28th

Ushers –Terri Holland & Lori Culver

Elders – Mike O’Connor & Russell Kirklin

Greeters—Bill Burns & Betty Davis

Ushers—Phillip Feibel & & Richard Conradi

Reader – Judy Bartz

Greeters—Bill Burns & Betty Davis

Acolytes –Bethany Culver & Dayna Meshell

Reader –Michael Holland

Altar –Melissa Meeks & Lori O’Connor

Acolytes –Cheyenne Gramm & Zach Gramm

Nursery –Andy Culver & Phil Moorehead

Altar – Judy Bartz & Doris Moorehead

Flowers –Jennifer Ainsworth honoring Cheryl & Nursery –Wesley Williams & Bethany Culver
Tim Hall’s Anniversary
Flowers – Mike & Terri Holland in celebration
of Daniel Clark’s Birthday
Sunday 14th
Elders – Russell Kirklin & Mike Reeves
Cleaning Crews—Saturdays

Ushers—Phillip Feibel & Bernie Conradi
Greeters –Bill Burns & Betty Davis

10/06—Judy Bartz & Ludy Parker

Reader –Mike O’Connor

10/13—Rob & Sue Meyer

Acolytes – Matthew Holland & Andy Culver

10/20—The Moorehead Family

Altar –Diana Kirklin & Sue Meyer

10/27—Tammy Meshell & Diana Kirklin

Nursery –Phil Moorehead & Zachary Gramm
Flowers - Mike & Rene’ Reeves in celebration of
Mowing Crew
Jonathan’s Birthday.
10/7— Idema: Russell, Kirklin, Kristy Ring,
Wesley Williams
Sunday 21st

10/14

Elders –Russell Kirklin & Rob Meyer
Ushers—Judy Bartz & Doris Moorehead

10/21—Idema: Rob Meyer, Mike Reeves, Zack
Gramm

Greeters—Bill Burns & Betty Davis

10/23—Bert Kouns: Mike Holland & Matt
Holland

Reader -Lori O’Connor
Acolytes –Wesley Williams & Bethany Culver
Altar –Terri Holland & Lori Culver
Nursery –Matt Holland & Cheyenne Gramm
Flowers – Open
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Lutheran Women in Mission
Daughters in Christ
We had a great time at our Ladies Day
Out at the Macaroni Grill (see photos on page
2). We always enjoy our get-to-gethers. The
food and fellowship were just great too!
Our Fall Zone Rally will be held on
October 6th at Redeemer in Alexandria. We
have eight people who will be attending.
Pastor Culver will be leading our Bible study.

OCTOBER—BIRTHDAYS

Tiffany Anderton—26th
Judy Bartz—3rd
Rene’ Reeves—4th
Agatha McCall—5th

LWML Sunday is set for October 7th.
Thanks to Lori Culver and Terri Holland for
making our new banner. The ladies will be
doing the Readings and Ushering that day.
The choir will be singing one of the LWML
songs for us to start the service. We will again
be doing our “joyful noise” offering which will
go toward our mites for the year. We ask that
you be prepared to give generously that
Sunday! Our monthly meeting will be held
after church with lunch provided.

Jeremy Gramm—6th

The LWML will be making Christmas
Cards to send to the troops at Michael’s Craft
Store on Oct. 26th from 6-8 p.m. There will be
$10 for supplies. If interested, please see
Melissa Meeks.

Paula Anderson—26th

Jan Shavers—9th
Lavaun Marley—12th
Rhea Whitlock—13th
Arla Stump— 14th
Mike Long—18th
Jonathan Reeves—20th
Louise Moore—23rd
Paula Hovis—24th
Lewis Wiist—26th
Irma Mecom—29th
ANNIVERSARY

The Mite Box offering for October came
to $83—thank you so much!
In November we will have our planning
meeting for this next year.

Randy & Jacque Wilson—
7th

PUZZLE ANSWERS

“Faith is a living and unshakable

Let us not become weary in doing good, for at
the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do
not give up. (Galatians 6:9, NIV)

confidence, a belief in the grace of
God so
assured that a man would die a
thousand deaths for its sake.”

SPECIAL DATES—October
•

World Communion Sunday, 7th

•

Columbus Day Observance, 8th

•

Reformation Sunday, 28th

•

Reformation Day, 31st

— Martin Luther

11

PUZZLES

CARTOONS
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MUSIC NOTES

The Story of “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
Steve Randolph

In the early 1500’s, the people who attended Mass did not get much out of the service
except for what the priests wanted them to hear. The music was sung by the clergy because it was too
complex for the common person in the congregation, and text was in Latin, which few of the people understood. In addition, the Scriptures were also in Latin, which was Rome’s liturgical language. When
Martin Luther led the Protestant Reformation, he translated the New Testament into German (the language of the people) and he restored congregational singing. Luther, who believed that congregational
involvement in music was very important, once said:
After theology, there is nothing that can be placed on a level with music.
It drives out the devil and makes people cheerful. It is a gift that God
gave to birds and to men. We need to remove hymn singing from the
domain of monks and priests and set the laity to singing. By the singing
of hymns the laity can publicly express their love to the Almighty God.
Luther wrote at least thirty-five hymns, including “Away in a Manger” and “A Mighty Fortress is Our
God”. Luther’s first hymnal for congregations was published in 1524, and it contained eight hymns;
four of which were written by Luther. By 1529, congregational singing was becoming more popular and
Luther updated his hymnal. One of the hymns in the revised hymnal was “A Mighty Fortress is Our
God”. Many Christian hymns were printed in tract form and distributed as a means of evangelizing.
Roland Bainton authored a biography of Martin Luther, in which he quoted a Jesuit (Priest?) who disagreed with Luther’s teachings. The Jesuit said that “the hymns of Luther killed more souls than his
sermons”.
“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” (Ein’fest Burg ist unser Gott), became known as the “Battle Hymn of the
Reformation.” Luther based this hymn on Psalm 46, which begins:
God is our refuge and strength,
a very present* help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;
3though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult. Selah.
1

There are many translations of “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”. The translation in Lutheran Worship
goes as follows:
1)

A Mighty fortress is our God,
A trusty shield and weapon;
He helps us free from every need
That hath us now overtaken.
The Old evil foe
Now means deadly woe
Deep guile and great might
Are his dread arms in fight;
On earth is not his equal.

2)

With might of ours can naught be done,
Soon were our loss effected;
But for us fights the Valiant One,
Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this?
Jesus Christ it is,
Of Sabaoth Lord
And there’s none other God;
He holds the field forever.
13

More next page >>>>

Continued from page 13
3)

Though devils all the world should fill,
All eager to devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill,
They shall not overpower us.
This world’s prince may still
Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none,
He’s judged; the deed is done’
One little world can fell him.

4)

The Word they still shall let remain
Nor any thanks have for it;
He’s by our side upon the plain
With His good gifts and Spirit.
And take they our life,
Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone,
Our victory has been won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth.
Submitted by Lori Culver

Thank you for giving the world your best
“People are often unreasonable and self-centered. Forgive them anyway. If you are kind people may accuse you of ulterior motives. Be kind
anyway. If you are honest, people may cheat you. Be honest anyway. If
you find happiness, people may be jealous. Be happy anyway. The good
you do today may be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway. Give the world
the best you have and it may never be enough. Give your best anyway. For
you see, in the end, it is between you and God. It was never between you
and them anyway.”
Mother Teresa

Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers!
You bring your best every day and it shows.
May God Bless You All
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This and That

Activity

Save
Your
Pull
Tabs!

Bags for our
Children.

Lori Culver and
Terri Holland are
Holding the new
LWML banner

<<<<<Elders at work!

We really need for all of you to clean out
your mail boxes on a regular basis. If you
need extra storage space, please but your
items in the closest, empty box.
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Jesus loves . . .

D

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation from
God concerning His plan of salvation for
the whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue
in our relationship with the very Word
made flesh—Jesus Christ.

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved 2000 years ago when Jesus
said from the cross, “It is finished.” The
Holy Spirit applies that to each of us
through the gift of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of Holy

Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected
with these elements. God comes to us
with His promises of grace, forgiveness
and new life. Faith receives the blessings
bestowed in and through these means of
grace!

Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with
all people. Christ Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His
disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he
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said that when he was weak then was He
strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners—saved only by God’s grace
alone.

New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted
to Him. Having received salvation as a
gift, our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Christ
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People.

(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreveport., LA

