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A Farewell Note from the Longs
For a Little While
Dear Christ Lutheran Family,
Mike and I wish to thank each of you
for the send off reception you gave us.
All of the work that went into this truly
meant a lot to us.
It was a very special day for me, with
it being LWML Sunday, and letting
Rhea be a part of the service, did my
heart good. I pray that each woman,
young and old participate in their own
special way to God‘s mission call. Each of us has a special talent that can be
shared in God‘s mission field. If you cannot attend the meetings, you still have a
talent that can be shared; pray for the missions, writing get well cards, making
lap blankets, cutting out elephants for the youth ministry, keeping soup labels for
the Good Samaritan project, and of course you know my list could go on and on.
I was really surprised to see some of the older youth members there, thanks to
Terri Holland and Judy Bartz for making the calls. It was so nice to see Jonathon
Gramm and Christina Newkirk. It meant so much to be able to share with them.
Good to know that they are both doing well.
As the members of the youth group know, I keep a special place in my heart
for each of them. I will always remember when Theresa Newkirk was gone, and
we had Christina who was just learning to drive, she really liked Mr. Mike‘s
truck and my first experience of having a ‗new female‘ driver, so on our way to
school, she really wanted to drive. I will say it was a lot easier than my boys. As
for boys driving I remember taking Chris Reeves out flocking, he as well was a
‗new male‘ driver, well I can tell you he had a heavy foot, I would have sworn he
was related to Terry and Shawn. I want thank each and every one of the youth
members, forgiving me memories of our times together. We had such a good
time, even if most of you felt that I was just a ‗Crazy Lady‘, we all had our best
friend with us at all times, good and bad, God was always with us, and helped us
through the rough spots in life. And I hope that I have installed in you when
Continued on page 8> > >

Octoberfest a Big Hit!
I want to express my
heartfelt thanks to all who
helped make our Octoberfest celebration a huge
success. The celebration
couldn’t have been done
without all the help of so
many people.
Thanks again and hope
you enjoyed all of it as
much as I did.
- Dottie McIntosh,
Octoberfest Champion.

As you can see from these
pictures, people of all ages
were having a mighty
good time. The German
Band from Immanuel was
a huge hit making many
toes tap and even a few
got up to dance!
From the talent show,
puppet show, band music,
good food such as brats
and German potato salad,
etc, etc.—well you can see
my the smiles, it was a
great time all the way
round!

LAP BLANKET MINISTRY
The ladies of Christ Lutheran have knitted or crocheted lap blankets all year long.
These are to be used for people in wheelchairs or individuals confined to sitting for long periods of time. If you have someone in your family or a friend or acquaintance that would have
need for such a blanket, please speak with Sigrid Reeves or Arla Stump. We will be taking
any blankets left to the Garden Park Nursing Home, our new neighbors near our new property in the early part of November.
UPDATE ON THOSE COUPONS!
Christ Lutheran is doing very well in sending coupons to our military commissaries
overseas. Since March of this year we have sent over 10 pounds of coupons (a whole lotta
cutting going on) to commissaries in Germany, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands and South Korea. Please bring any unwanted coupons to the church and place them in the box provided in
the Fellowship Hall. If you don‘t have time to cut them out, just bring the whole sheets and
we will take care of the rest. The coupons must be manufacturers coupons and they can be
used overseas for two months past the expiration date. Remember, it does not cost you anything to add to our mailing box each month.
Thanks for all your support in the past and we look forward to sending many more
coupons to our military families overseas.
- Arla Stump
*****
Don‘t forget to keep bringing the personal hygiene items to church for our vets in the
VA Hospital. We‘ve had some great support of this outreach, and we have need
much more. The plastic box to receive these donations is still located in the Fellowship Hall. Let‘s fill it up to show our love and appreciation for those who have served
us well.
- Sigrid & Jim Reeves
THANKS AGAIN for your continued generous support in providing clothes for the
Dress for Success Program. In volunteering for the program, I see first hand
how appreciative the women are in being outfitted for their job interviews or in
some cases, in going to their first day on their new job. Please continue to bring
your clothes, shoes, purses and accessories to the church and I will deliver them to
the program in the Highland Center.
- Sue Oppliger, Dress for Success,
Champion
For Your Information: The funds raised during the Wine Tasting were $618 and so far
from the Octoberfest were $256—making a total of $874 more dollars going into our Building Fund. Blessings to all for your support.
- Melissa Meeks
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday School
We had a very good Teachers‘ Meeting on October 11 with almost all in attendance,
plus a few guests. We discussed the teachers‘ needs as well as starting a Children‘s Choir soon.
Our organist, Britt Endsley has already agreed to accompany all the wonderful children who are
happy to start singing praise to the Lord.
Sharon McMillon, along with Program Champion, Philip Moorehead, will be getting a
Christmas program lined up, with Pastor‘s help. All the teachers will be helping with this too.
More information coming in next month‘s newsletter.
Our attendance has been staying pretty steady now. We really enjoy having full classrooms of students. By the way, have you noticed how many children we‘ve had going up to the
front of the church for Pastor‘s Children‘s Sermon! Wow! They‘re not only attentive but they
seem to love answering Pastor‘s questions and really getting involved. What a wonderful group
of little ones we have. Praise the Lord!
The next Teachers‘ Meeting is scheduled for January 24 after church service. Several
people have put their names in to be considered for the job of Director of Education. The Board
of Lay Leaders will be making this decision shortly. I will be working with the new Director
until the first of the year. Blessings to all for allowing me to have had this opportunity to work
with the Sunday School over the last years. I‘ve so loved working with the children and the
adults.
In Christian Love,
Judy Bartz

GAME NIGHT
The dates for this month‘s Game Nights are November 2, 16 and 30. Come
join us for evenings filled with laughter, good food and fellowship. We warn
you though, if you come once, you‘ll want to come again and again.

SENIORS’ MINISTRY
Thanks to Doris Moorehead for the fantastic job she did organizing and implementing
the program to inform us about Seniors‘ Needs. If you were unable to attend the program on
Oct. 8th, a similar one is being planned for the future. For those who were able to attend, a
team came in from Social Security, Hospice, Assisted Living, medical equipment, Caddo Council on Aging etc., explaining all the different organizations/agencies available to help not only
the Seniors but their care givers. Thank you again Doris.
4

I still love to go to the circus when it comes to town. I‘ve seen
most of the big circus companies and many of the small. A
friend of mine owned ―The King Circus‖ which allowed me to
go behind the scenes and see circus life from a different perspective. The crowd sees the ―circus act‖, but does not see all
the practice that goes into preparing for the circus act. The crowd does not see all the mistakes made
before the act is fine tuned. Even in a highly practiced act, mistakes happen. That is why there is a net.
Just like in life, mistakes happen. Sometimes the mistake, error, or mishap... is a result of our own action. Sometimes we are a doing everything right and something still goes wrong, thank God that there is
a net! Juan Carlos Ortiz wrote the following:
Trapeze
Watching a trapeze show is breathtaking. We wonder at the dexterity and timing. We gasp at nearmisses. In most cases, there is a net underneath. When they fall, they jump up and bounce back to the
trapeze.
In Christ, we live on the trapeze. The whole world should be able to watch and say, ―Look how they
live, how they love one another. Look how well the husbands treat their wives. And aren‘t they the best
workers in the factories and offices, the best neighbors, the best students?‖ That is to live on the trapeze,
being a show to the world.
What happens when we slip? The net is surely there. The blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, has provided forgiveness for ALL our trespasses. Both the net and the ability to stay on the trapeze are works of
God‘s grace. Of course, we cannot be continually sleeping on the net. If that is the case, I doubt whether
that person is a trapezist.
What is a tragedy is when people decide to take the net down. They count on their own skills and
abilities to get through the act... and something goes wrong. The circus is no longer fun when an act
goes wrong and life is lost. The tragedy is that they are the ones who chose to remove the nets. When a
frayed cable gives way, a wayward gust of wind shakes the tent, when your partner‘s hand is sweaty, or
when your muscle decides to cramp,... you bounce. Bouncing is NOT good unless there is a net. When
people reject Jesus Christ, or walk away from the church, or decided they would rather sleep in than hear
God‘s Word, this jeopardizes the integrity of the net. If you are reading this article and you have not
been in church, I ask you a serious question... ―When was the last time you read the Bible?‖ Time flies
by and you realize it has been a while. I tell you, I‘d love to see you come back to church. The only
thing that saves you in a mishap, whether your own or something that happens to you, is the ―grace‖ of
the net. Jesus Christ is our net. He catches us when we fall and bouncing on the net is good– you live!
Like Juan Carlos Ortiz states, the net is the grace that saves us, but God‘s grace also allows us to swing
through the air with the greatest of ease. We have work to do! People watch the trapezist! We as Christians have a message to proclaim, and that message is the ―grace‖ of Jesus Christ. We trust in His Word
and Promises! Living with the nets up is living in peace!
Pastor Perry Culver

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! The St. Paul Choir of Waco, TX
will be here again on November 28th at 6:00 P.M. They will be presenting
The Gift! And if you were able to see and hear this group before, you
know what a treat it will be. SO, Mark Your Calendars and Be Here!
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I‘ve decided to use this months‘ newsletter article space
for a slightly different purpose than usual. I‘d like to say a few
words about my time as Chairman of Christ Lutheran. And
since most of you already know the history of how we arrived
at this point in time, I won‘t bother to take up space recapping
it. However, if you‘d like to learn more about our journey check
out our website ChristLutheranLCMS.org‖ and click on ―Church Timeline‖.
Saying that I‘ve been involved with the entire process of merging two churches into
what is now Christ Lutheran would be a massive understatement. I have been totally immersed
in this endeavor from day one and wouldn‘t want it any other way. My wife Terri might have a
slightly different opinion here, but with my having some sort of church activity seemingly every
night, she‘s been diving right in there as well. Now our lives seem to pretty much revolve
around the church calendar! (I‘m sure we‘re not the only ones!)
Sure, there are plenty of times where I wish our merger would‘ve never had to have happened, but I only have to see where we are right now to know that this is what God wants for
not only us, but for the community at large. From the moment each former congregations‘ officers met that first time as the ―JCB‖, our focus has been on doing whatever it took to fulfill our
Lord‘s commands in Matthew 28, aka ―The Great Commission‖.
This was something that had become foreign to far too many folks along the way and
both of our congregations suffered because of it. No matter how many times one or more people
stood up and said it, the message seemed to have fallen on deaf ears. Folks were just content to
come to church on Sunday mornings, drink a cup of coffee, crack a Bible open for the first time
since last Sunday, listen to a sermon, have communion, drink another cup of coffee, shake
hands and part with that all too familiar phrase, ―see ya next week!‖
Thankfully, through the efforts of a whole bunch of different people that I‘ve been
thrilled to work with, those things seem to be changing, and for the better! Beginning with last
January‘s ―Reggie McNeal-Our Present Future‖ series of classes, the Forget-Me-Not ministry
and its various hospital visits with sick children and their families; Vacation Bible School
which saw an incredible number of children attending each night, all the way through to this
past August‘s ―On Christ, We Build!‖ workshops, the overall attitude of CLC has focused more
on what we as a congregation need to do to take God‘s message outside the four walls of our
building, into our community; not forgetting our own, but being more aware of the needs of our
fellow man. All the while, we‘ve been ―Proclaiming the Gospel, Reaching Lives for Christ and
Celebrating God‘s Love‖.
These and many other accomplishments from that night in February ‘08 up to now are
more than enough to make me extremely grateful for the opportunity to serve as your congregational chairman. There have been times that I‘ll admit were extremely difficult to deal with.
Some of these have been documented while most have not. But the main underlying passion
I‘ve carried from day one is my love for my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, my family as well as
my church family. I will do whatever is within my ability to help our congregation become that
shining beacon of light that our new community so desperately needs to see.
Continued next page > > >

Continued from previous page . . .

Regardless of the outcome of the elections on November 15, I will always try to find
a way to serve the ever growing membership of Christ Lutheran Church. It is my hope and
prayer that each of you find a way to serve as well. Be it as an officer, or on any number of
committees that need help, please remember that we don‘t have to do good works to get into
heaven. We do good works BECAUSE we‘re going to heaven! Can I get an A-Men?
In Him, whose nail pierced hands purchased our forgiveness,
Mike Holland
BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
1) We met with Mr. James Sides and informed him of our congregational vote that phase
one of our ―master plan‖ be a ―Family Life-Worship Center.‖ (FL-WC)
2) Mr. Sides is drawing plans for a ―two building‖ setup. Main building consists of fellowship/worship area with kitchen, ADA compliant bathrooms, nursery w/bathroom, and separate storage area for chairs/tables. This building will have around 6,000 square feet. Secondary building will house Pastors office, church office, bathroom and classroom area. This
building will facilitate community usage events, such as AA, Weight Watchers, etc. This
building will have around 2,000 square feet. (The ―two-building‖ setup is our first choice
but could change if necessitated.)
3) These drawings will be reviewed by the committee prior to gathering cost information in
order to present details to the congregation for approval.
4) Our Building Fund-Capital Campaign will begin when final pricing is ascertained.
5) The committee is still seeking volunteers to help out with the various sub-committees
that will be starting up upon congregational approval to begin construction. (furnishings,
landscape, capital campaign, etc).
*********************************************************************************

Thank you all so much for the prayers and concerns expressed to me upon the passing of my dear one, La Vina
Del Monte. Your show of love and kindness have meant
so much to me and I wanted you to know how grateful I
am to have you as my church family.
Jan Shavers

Our camping trip is coming up on October 23, 24 & 25. Each Youth
needs to have $10 for the trip.
 The Ice Cream Social has been changed to October 31, the evening of
the Trunk ‗n Treat.
 We were able to earn $67 from the Calendar Sale. These proceeds will
go toward the Church‘s Building Fund.
Braided Bread Sales have started ($12). The deadline is November 15 with the delivery date
being December 2.
At the recent car wash, we raised $305 in spite of the dreary weather!
We sent a thank you note to the Daughters of Christ for their generous donation of $300 to
the Forget Me Not Ministry. We also received another $50 for this ministry from a very
generous member.
We recently delivered 15 elephants and 8 t-shirts to patients at Shriners. We now need volunteers for making elephants for we are running low.
Thanks and God Bless, Shelby Carlson, Secretary








Ed.Note: Many thanks to Audrey Brown for submitting the article to The Spirit of Southern
along with a picture about the Forget Me Not Ministry. We‘ve already received a complimentary email from our New Orleans‘ cousin, Denise, stating, ―I got my ―Spirit of Southern‖ the
other day and saw the beautiful article about the ―Forget-Me-Not-Ministry‖ at Christ, Shreveport. You must be so proud that Chris‘ memory lives on and he is still helping others. To reach
out to children who are hurting is a wonderful ministry and one close to our Savior‘s heart.‖
Thanks Audrey for writing the article and thanks Denise for reading it.
*****
“A coincidence is God’s way of remaining anonymous.”
- Unknown

The Longs—Continued from page 1 . . .
other so called ‗friends‘ let you down, your true friend in life will always be there to lift you up. If we follow his
lead, when we stumble He will lift us up. Remember he always keeps an eye on His wandering flock, so if you
stray, He knows when you need help, you just have to ask, He is with you for life.
Also, our God is a forgiving God, so when we falter and ask for His forgiveness with a true heart, the slate is
washed clean. Therefore, when someone ask you ‗What is on your card?‘ you simply reply, mine is blank because
by God‘s grace through faith I am saved.
Be proud to be a child of God, and share your Christian faith with all you can! (Even if you‘re just one ole‘
Crazy Lady, you can make a difference.)
With God‘s Love and Caring Thoughts,
Betty and Mike Long
PS: Keep in touch!
The Long‘s
3138 Hillcrest Apt #2
Dubuque, IA 52001
My cell will be the same for now; I will update you if it changes… (318) 393-7465

November Birthdays and Anniversaries

Joan Marshall—2
Daniel Clark—3
Ben Culver—7
Esther Bremer—10
Anna Delong—10
Rob Meyer—10
Bob Holland—13
Dave Neathery—14

Robert & Louise Moore—6
Doug & Diane Soderstrom—19
Mike & Lori O‘Connor—23

Mike Reeves—14
Frank List—16
Joseph List—16
Joshua Jones—20
J.C. Barnett—24
Allen Richards—25
Dot Wilkening—25
Taryn Constable—26

PRAYERS
Illness Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Marie Carlson,
Christy Chandler, Crawford Constable, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, Kathy Gregio, Merlin Hanson,
Bernice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Jerry Joiner, Sylvia Ladage, Marilyn Leavitt, Warren Manchester,
Ceil & Bill Manning, Jeff Meeks, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie Purser, Joe
Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Ken Stump, Marilyn Symmank, Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist and
Dot Wilkening.
If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn
Alexander Parmater

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Brandon McCall

Our Christian Love and Sympathy go out to . . .
. . . Lavaun Marley and family upon the recent death of her brother-in-law, Virgil.
Lavaun has been helping her sister, Jerrie, with Virgil these last months of his lengthy illness.
Lavaun will be returning soon from Superior, WI and we pray for her safe travel home. . .
. . . Blessed are they who mourn.

“I have so much to do (today) that I should spend the first three hours in prayer.”
- Martin Luther
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We are striving to come up with new
ideas for our fund raisers during this next year.
Almost all the donations collected during the But, in the mean time, we will still be collecting those Campbell Soup labels and people are
Baby Bottle fund raiser has been put into the
bank for LFL. The total was $648.23! We
giving them to us by the bags full! How great!
will be presenting the check to the Crisis Pregnancy Center as soon as we receive the matchSince we are accumulating a lot of
―treasures‖ at Christ, we will be having a oneing funds from Thrivent.
day rummage sale on December 5th from 7
a.m.—2 p.m. It‘s been wonderful having so
We will have our next meeting on Sunday,
many of our members asking if we‘re having a
November 8th to finalize our plans for the
Spaghetti Take Out (or Eat In) dinner. It was sale for Good Sam. So, Jan Shavers and Judy
great to have our members ask if we were go- Bartz are making arrangements to have one
ing to have it again this year! Time and Date: and we do hope we‘ll have the help of as
many of you as can spare the time. More on
Saturday, Nov. 14th, 11 a.m. until 6 p.m.
Cost—$5 a plate—this includes spaghetti,
this in next month‘s newsletter.
sauce, salad, bread & dessert! What a value!
Note: In the spring, we will be organizing a
Extra Added Attraction—if you come late two-day rummage sale with proceeds going
into the Building Fund. It will be another
(after 5 p.m.) we will be having a Movie
Night. Pastor already has a movie picked out good time of the year to clean out those closthat he‘s sure you‘ll enjoy—‖Faith Like Pota- ets, attics and garages!
toes” - sounds interesting, huh? Since it‘s a
movie night, we believe we can come up with
Phonics Outreach
some popcorn and drinks, too! COME JOIN
Our Phonics classes are going strong—
US!
we have eight students each week. Working
with these children is some times a challenge
Good Samaritan Update
and always a joy! We‘ll keep you posted from
Our Good Samaritan Auxiliary of N.
time to time on how this program is doing.
LA, Chapter 7, is managing to stay active in
spite of some set backs. Emily Oliver is our
*****
new Executive Secretary and Pat Minor is our
Treasurer/Membership Chairperson. Due to
IN BASKET:
the illness of Frankie Miller, Judy Bartz has
On behalf of the Volunteers and Staff of Christus
stepped in as Secretary.
Lutherans for Life

Good Samaritan Bethesda is an organization for the physically and mentally handicapped—God‘s Special Children. The homes
around Cypress, TX along with the campus
are geared for the training and spiritual needs
of all the residents. The love that is shown by
the directors, care givers and Pastor Cecil
Wood is amazing!
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Schumpert Grace Home, we thank you for your
faithful provision of a monthly meal for the families of our Grace Home Patients.
We find people enjoy having a bit of creative license from time to time and the picnic is an enjoyable opportunity for them to express that creativity.
Susan Smith, Volunteer
Christus Schumpert Hospice

Grace Home Meals
This special Thank You goes to members
who provided food for meals to Grace Home.
They are: Mary List, Lori Culver, Terri Holland, Daisy Heitner, Jan Shavers, Arla Stump,
Sigrid Reeves, Betty Long, Louise Moore,
Dottie McIntosh, Judy Bartz, Melissa Meeks,
Pastor Culver, Joan Holland, Glenda Conradi,
Sue Meyer, Rene’ Reeves and Sharon Mills.
To participate in the future, contact Sharon
Mills.
Recycle Christmas & Greeting Cards
A new outreach project has been identified.
Do not throw away those beautiful greeting
cards from last Christmas or your birthday.
We will collect them in a marked box in the
fellowship Hall. They will be sent to Holy
Trinity Lutheran Church in Rogers, AR. They
will use the front of greetings cards to make
scripture books for children, residents of Bethesda, nursing homes and others. Thank you
for your help in this recycle project.

Ladies Christmas Party
This year there will be no Ladies Christmas
Party. A party for participants to reveal their
―SECRET SISTER‖ will be announced later.
Sharon Mills, President









Special Dates in November
All Saints‘ Day—1st
Daylight-Saving Time ends—1st
Veterans Day—11th
Christ the King Sunday—22nd
Thanksgiving Day—26th
National Bible Week—22nd-29th
First Sunday of Advent—29th

Puzzle Answers
Bible Quiz—D
Just for Kids—Across: 1. up, 3. down, 4.
loaves, 6. broke, 8. heaven, 9. fish, 10. gave,
11. sit. Down: 2. people, 3. disciples, 5. grass,
7. thanks, 9. five.

We will have an
organizational
meeting on November 8th,
6:30 p.m. at the
church. We
will be deciding
how much it
will cost every
week and voting on other
Ladies Shopping Trip and Luncheon
important deciAll ladies, mothers and daughters, are invited
sions that need
to participate in this special annual event on
to be made.
Saturday, November 21. Shopping will be at
One of the isthe Louisiana Boardwalk with lunch at Copesues
is
if
we
want
to
open
the
league to nonland‘s Cheesecake Bistro. Shoppers may meet
Lutherans. We still need more folks to creat church with car pools leaving at 9:30 a.m.
ate teams of four so contact Lori O’Connor
Those wanting to have lunch together will
if you’re interested. The League will bowl
meet at Copeland‘s at noon. A sign-up sheet
at the All Start Lanes, Mansfield Rd. on
will be available.
Sunday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
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Daughters of Christ Planning Meeting
The final meeting for this year will be on
Sunday, November 1st after the Worship Service. Lunch will be provided. The following
officers will be elected: President (2 years);
Vice President (1 year) and Secretary (2
years). Recipients for 2010 Mission Projects
will also be selected and fund raisers planned.

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS

Persons Mentioned in Romans
The Epistle of Paul to the Romans was probably written in late A.D. 56 and early in the year of
A.D. 57. It was sent by the hand of Phebe when she sailed for Rome from Cenchrea, the eastern seaport of Corinth. Paul refers to some of the Old Testament characters in the Epistle, as
well as sending greetings to many of the Christians at Rome from the Christians in Corinth.
Following are forty persons whom Paul mentions.

Letter From the Sem!
Dear Family of Christ,
In my last letter to you all I had only been here one and a half weeks. Not much had
happened with the exception of the realization of how quickly we would be moving through the
study of the Greek language. We had also been focusing on the book, Life Together, of which I
quoted in my last letter. The things that I spoke about in that letter are very true. We do always
need our fellow Christian brothers and sisters there to lift us up when we bare the burdens of
our lives.
Now we are halfway through the quarter. I will complete my study of Greek in a little
less than five more weeks, and move toward Hebrew, and begin my Greek readings course as
well. I feel as though a personal trainer has told me: ―For gracious sakes you are out of shape.
Here jump on this treadmill and we‘ll get you back in shape quick.‖ He failed to warn me that
by quick he meant the treadmill would be moving at a 70 MPH pace. Needless to say, when
someone tries to jump on that treadmill they end up flat on their face. Well…I‘ll let that mental
image of me flying off of a treadmill sink in just a bit… There, that was a scary sight wasn‘t it?
It is this very image that calls to mind Life Together again. Right now life together with
the fellow brothers in faith is key. Thankfully God has seen fit to truly and abundantly bless me
with three amazing friends: Adam, Jonathan, and David. Adam is from Florida, Jonathan is
from New York, and David is from Missouri. Each one of these guys mean so much to me. One
evening Jonathan, Adam and I were just sitting around talking about theology, and it was then
that I saw how God takes people from all walks of life, and backgrounds, and then puts them
together like a puzzle. Once that puzzle is put together God then glues it together and creates a
picture. A picture that may not look like much at the time, but a picture that in God‘s time will
be revealed and have a monumental impact on the lost and dying souls living on this earth.
Christ Lutheran, you may not be at the seminary, but you all are a puzzle that God has
so intricately pieced together. God has created one epic portrait using each of your lives. The
portrait that He has created, of which I am so happy to have occupied a tiny piece, is one that is
meant to be and is going to be released to the view of Shreveport/Bossier quickly. It is already
starting to be released. The portrait of Christ Lutheran has been glued together with the very
blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, and it is an awe-inspiring picture of salvation to the
cities of Shreveport/Bossier. God bless you all my dear family of Christ Lutheran. I send:
Love from the seminary,
Patrick (Fertitta)

THANKSGIVING EVE SERVICE
7:00 P.M
NOVEMBER 28TH

Embers Youth Group Didn’t let the Rainy Day Stop Their Car Wash!

As you can see, people of ALL AGES helped the Youth with this car
wash! It was a bit of a gloomy day but the attitude of everyone was filled
with smiles. Thanks to all who brought their vehicles by to get washed and
donate to the building fund at the same time!
15
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Jesus Loves . . .

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of
salvation for the whole world. Bible
reading and Bible study are important to
us as we
continue in our relationship
with the very Word made flesh—Jesus
Christ
Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called us
by the Gospel, enlightened us with His
gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the
true faith. We were saved two thousand
years ago when Jesus said from the
cross, ―It is finished.‖ The Holy Spirit
applies that to each of us through the gift
of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of
Holy Baptism and the bread and wine of
Holy Communion as His Word is connected with these
elements. God
comes to us with His promises of grace,
forgiveness and new life. Faith receives
the blessings bestowed in and through
these means of grace.
Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God‘s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this
love with all people. Christ Lutheran
Church is here to make everyone a disciple of Christ by teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by
supporting one another in love, however
necessary, and by using the gifts of the
Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully when He told us that if the world
hated Him and persecuted Him it would
most
certainly do the same and more
to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this
when he said that when he was weak
then was He strong. We
understand
we are poor, miserable sinners — saved
only by God‘s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives
devoted to Him. Having received salvation as a gift, our response is to uphold
the Ten
Commandments, to ―love the
Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your
mind,‖ and ―love your neighbor as yourself.‖ At Christ Lutheran Church we are
reminded by this simple phrase: Serving
God, Serving People
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