Christ Lutheran Welcomes New Members!
Pictured here is Pixie Brianna
Bolick on her Baptism Day!
With Pixie are Pastor Culver,
parents Rachel and Tyler, Grand
parents Rob and Sue Meyer,
Uncle Aaron Meyer and Great
Uncle Jerry Jennings. God’s
Blessings on your special day
Pixie!

The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for
Christ, and celebrating
God's Love.
November 2008
Perry Culver, Pastor
Jerry Bartz, Lay Deacon
Event Hot Line: 688-7463
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net
Web:
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“Serving God
by Serving People”

Welcomed into membership on
Sunday, October 12th, are
Robert (Bob) and Louise
Moore. Bob, a native of Louisiana, met Louise in New Rochelle, NY, while with the Army
Air Corp. Louise’s parents are
German immigrants and they settled in Rye, NY, where Louise
was born.
The Moore’s have a background in the motel business in NY.
They moved to Shreveport where they continued their motel careers, retiring in ‘91.
Louise has also worked as a teacher for Monroe Pre-school in
Larchmont, NY.
The Moores are the proud parents of two children, five grandchildren and one great grandchild. Sounds like a wonderful family.
(continued on page 3)

Oktoberfest Dinner and Revue—What a Hit!!!!!!!!!!!!
(Check out these photos by Daniel Clark to see some of the highlights)
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CHRIST LUTHERAN'S STEWARDSHIP DRIVE
"CHEERFUL GIVING"
On Saturday, October 25, Christ Lutheran held its first Stewardship
Potluck Dinner. Pledge cards were received and will continue to be
collected through Sunday, November 9, 2008. Extra Pledge Cards are
available prior to entering the Sanctuary. The pledges are used
to help the Board of Lay Leaders construct a budget for Christ Lutheran Church in 2009. Please consider completing a Pledge Card
this year even if you have never done so in the past. Personal information on these cards will remain confidential. Christ Lutheran Church
is a New Blessing from God.

New Members: Bob & Louise Moore continued from page 1

In the past, they both have been active in the Elk Lodge, with Louise being
voted Elk Lady of 05-06. She was active with many projects supporting scholarships for our Shreveport-Bossier High School Seniors. She has also worked
with GUMBO, helping special children in their Olympics.
Bob has also been active in the American Legion on Lakeshore.
Both the Moores have been active in BAFTA (Be A Friend To All) working
with those with mental health issues. They have been doing this for 28 years.
Bob’s favorite past time is fishing and Louise enjoys going to the Fitness
Center, movies, knitting , and, she too loves fishing.
Louise has worked on doing the church bulletin in the past and would enjoy
helping with this type church work in the future.
The Moores are a delightful couple and we look forward to getting to know
them better in the months ahead.
Welcome to Christ Lutheran, Bob & Louise!
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THE PHONICS PROGRAM CONTINUES
We now have grown to eight students in our program each week! It’s wonderful
to see the smiles on the children’s faces when they achieve their reading goals.
Each child in the program is at a different level and we try to meet each of their
needs. The parents also provide us with a list of what the children need to achieve in
their classes at school. It’s great to have parents who are so interested in their children.
Thanks to all of you who are helping with this program.

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE!

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE

Betty Long and I traveled to Cypress, TX to visit the Good Samaritan
Campus for our annual meeting. We always look forward to meeting with all the
ladies on the Auxiliary Board and Chapters .

Some of our LFL supporters attended a special dinner put on by the Crises Pregnancy Center at Summer Grove
Baptist Church. Among those attending
were Sharon & Tom Mills, Melissa Meeks
and our Chapter President LeWana and
her husband. They all enjoyed the speakWe were able to take the ers and the dinner.
Campbell Soup labels with us as well
The Bartz just finished
as the bibs made for the residents by
putting the contents of the last
Trinity Lutheran, Monroe.
three Baby Bottles into the bank.
We will share with you in next Over $40 in coins was collected
month’s newsletter the results of what we in them. A check has been writlearned on our trip to Bethesda. We also ten to Thrivent and we are awaiting our
hope to share when and where our next matching funds.
fund raiser will be. With God’s help, we’ll
After having Molly Brand (from the
be able to report good news on this soon.
CPC) speak at our LWML Zone Rally and
Please keep this ministry in your seeing the ingathering for the Center, she
prayers.
was overwhelmed with the response.
God Bless

Our chapter LFL #312 is sponsoring
a Spaghetti Take Out or Dine In on Saturday Nov. 15th. The funds raised will be
used to further promote the LFL Ministry.
We look forward to you joining us for this
wonderful outreach.

Judy Bartz
*****
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“Renew

a

right

spirit

within

me.”

Psalm

51:10

There are times in our lives when we either feel spiritually lost, or actually have become spiritually lost. Sometimes we simply sit in church, going through the motions with our heart not really
into it. There are times when some even stop coming to church all together. These spiritual valleys
can be lonely. It often does bring a separation from God. Whether we are in church, or out of
church, there are times when we simply feel lost. As if we are drowning and there is no one around
to throw you a life ring.
In college, I was a lifeguard and spent many hours in the pool swimming. To help increase
my lung capacity and endurance, I would wear a weight belt and sit on the bottom of the pool. One
morning, I felt a little sluggish, but figured I hadn’t slept good and was feeling better as the morning
progressed. I put on my weight belt and jumped in and sank to the bottom. I sat on the bottom for a
little while and then began walking to the shallow end so I could breathe. What I didn’t know was
that my lungs were a little congested and I was running out of air quickly. I knew I needed to swim
up to get air. I could see the top, but everything in me was telling me to breathe in, but I was still
under water. I kicked harder and harder and fought every urge to breath. I finally broke the surface and sucked in as much air as I could. I realized I was seconds away from drowning. I will always remember breaking through the top and breathing in life instead of death.
When you are in these situations, you realize how precious life is and how much you take it
for granted. I find each Sunday the same way. I fight through the struggles of this world and life,
but on Sunday morning, I receive life through God’s word and sacraments. If you are drowning in
the problems of life, don’t forget to breathe in the gift of life that God gives. I often ask God to renew a right spirit within me, and He forgives me, gives me comfort and peace. Don’t take life for
granted, but appreciate it.
The other day, I stopped by Wallace Lake; I had never been there. It was peaceful and I enjoyed the short break of being in a serene location. There were a few cranes, a raccoon, and lots of
birds. The water was still and I could see the reflection of the cranes standing in the water. It was a
stop and “smell the roses” moment. A moment to take in another world that exists in the same
world I am living in. That is just like Sunday morning. It is a time to stop, and take in God’s Kingdom, and not focus on the earthly kingdom. Instead of reflecting at the serene waters, we reflect on
the words of the liturgy, the Lord’s Prayer, the hymns, God’s Word, the Sacraments, and the renewing of a right spirit when we hear the words “Your sins are forgiven!”
On Sunday morning, it is a time to stop and smell the roses in church by reflecting on what is
really going on and to know that God IS changing you!
Pastor Perry
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Its great to see so many of you returning to Sunday School and willing to
help out when needed. After having some vacant spots to fill with teachers, we
have finally filled them! Doris Moorehead volunteered to teach the 1st through
3rd grade class and Chris Reeves has filled the vacant spot for the 4th to 5th yr. old class.
We have rearranged the classrooms to make room for the new class.
Thanks to Phil Moorehead for filling in for me with the 7th-8th grades
class during my absence.
After having a short teachers’ meting, we are making plans to
have a children’s Christmas program, which will also include the Youth
Group classes. Paul Anderson, along with Anita Hershberger and the
other teachers will be working on the program together. We’re so excited about having our first Christmas program at Christ Lutheran.
We’re so excited!

Judy Bartz, SS Superintendent
================================================================

“Turkey Day or Thanksgiving Day?”
If you were to ask people what they thought of when you mention “November” some might say “Turkey
Day” but many more would probably say “Thanksgiving Day.” Early in the history of our country most people were
directly involved with agriculture . . . By November most, of the harvest was safely stored away and there would be
enough to feed them and their animals. It was a time for thanksgiving!
Today most Americans are not directly involved in agriculture, yet we are all dependent upon the fruits of
agriculture for our daily bread. Of course, the real truth is that we are all dependent upon the blessings of God for
our physical and spiritual well-being. If God were to withdraw his hand of blessing we would not enjoy the bounty
that we now have.
Most citizens of our country observe a national day of thanksgiving during November. They may refer to it
more as “Turkey Day” but they are at least somewhat grateful for what they enjoy. Christians are moved with special gratitude to celebrate “Thanksgiving Day” every day of the year as they pray “Give us this day our daily bread.”
. . . The truth is that we are stewards of all the blessings that God has showered upon us, the best spiritual
blessings of forgiveness of sins, life and salvation that we have in Jesus as well as all the physical blessings that He
generously provides to us each day. The real issue is what kind of stewards are we-- grateful, generous and productive or selfish, stingy and non-productive???
Perhaps a better way to describe stewardship is with a definition like this: “God’s redeemed stewards, in
cooperation with and encouragement from fellow redeemed stewards, freely and joyfully manage God’s blessings
of life and life’s resources for HIS purposes.”
Armed with a definition like this we can say, with meaning , the words of Dr. Martin Luther’s explanation
of the petition “Give us this day our daily bread: “God certainly gives daily bread to everyone without our prayers,
even to all wicked people, but we pray in this petition that God would lead us to realize this and to receive our
daily bread with thanksgiving.”
Redeemed Christian stewards, have a blessed thanksgiving!
Adapted from LCMS Stewardship Resources
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St. Paul Lutheran Church Choir
from Waco, Texas

Invites You to Join Us as We Present Our
2008 Christmas Cantata

Saturday, November 29 ,
6:00p.m.
Christ Lutheran Church
th

1106 Shreveport-Barksdale Hwy
Shreveport, LA
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Embers: Spread the Fire!
We will be going to Trinity Lutheran Church for a bonfire praise and worship gathering on Nov.
2 @ 5pm. We’ll meet at Trinity at 4:45p.m.
Our Forget-Me-Not Ministry—we now have 200 elephants already made and many more in progress. Thanks again to the LWML who helped fund this with a $200 contribution. Many thanks also to
Thrivent for their $800 donation! We’ve been blessed to receive many donations from members who
have generously given us stacks of material and many sewing notions.
Braided Butter Bread Sales went very well and will be delivered in early November.
Instead of going to the Haunted House, we went to the Corn Maize instead. We had a great time
and had a group of 20 joining in on the festivities.
The Youth have designed an Embers T-shirt that the congregation will be seeing in the near future. This will show everyone the Youth’s intention to evangelize in a very public way.
Other Business items discussed at our last meeting were:
On Nov. 7-9 we're planning to go to Jimmie Davis State Park, LA for a camping trip.
We will host the first Advent Dinner on Dec. 3.
Middle School Youth Gathering Nov. 14 - 16.
We hope to go to the rescue mission in December—Mrs. Betty will call them to find out.
See the Service Volunteer Page on the back of the calendar for the Youth’s Nursery Schedule.
Madison Cooley
Here’s a photo of a lot of our group along with Counselors and some of our parent supporters. Great
group, huh?
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Our November Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Joan Marshall—2nd
Doug & Diane Soderstrom—19th

Daniel Clark—3rd

Michael & Lori O’Connor—23rd

Benjamin Culver—7th
Rob Meyer—10th
Anna Moorehead—10th
Bob Holland—13th
David Neathery—14th
Michael Reeves—14th
Frank List—16th
Joseph List—16th
Theresa Newkirk—19th
Kevin Droptiny—23rd
J.C. Barnett—24th
Dot Wilkening—25th
Taryn Constable—26th

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness

Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Price Barker, Jerry
Bartz, Brenda Brecht, Christy Chandler, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del
Monte, Wick Hawes, Bernice Heppner, Sue Hexom, David Huckabee, Brenda Humphries,
Chuck Johnson, Jim Kyler, Sylvia Ladage, Jim Larrieu, Marilyn Leavitt, Betty Long,
Lonnie, Warren Manchester, Sam Marshall, Mike (Kathy Dodson’s brother), Marilyn
Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton,
Marilyn Symmank, Lyle ‘Doc’ & Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist, Dot Wilkening.

If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Richard Carroll
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Our Continued Prayers for ALL Christians
and, specifically, for our Lutheran brethren throughout Shreveport-Bossier
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Have You Met Bill Burns?
In case you haven’t, here’s a few things you might
like to know in advance. To start with, Bill was born
and grew up in Oklahoma. He served 24 yrs. in the
military: During WWII in the US Navy; in the US
Army Air Corp and the US Air Force—retiring in
1968.
Bill had three sons: William, Frank and George. His eldest son, William, was a doctor of
Physics (Physicist) died of cancer in 2001.
He now has five grandsons: Devin, Brenden, Sean, William and Quinten.
Bill has been active in the American Legion, Moose Lodge and is a Life Member of DAV.
His favorite Past time is working with his hands
Bill has not been active in an area of church service before and he’s not sure what area he
would like to take part in. However, the fact that he likes to work with his hands seems to
open the door to many possibilities.
We’re looking forward to getting to know Bill better and making him feel comfortable in the
Christ Lutheran family. When you see him, don’t hesitate to go up to him and give him a
warm welcome.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION [LWML]
Christ Lutheran Church officially has a LWML Society. Bylaws were accepted at the October Meeting. "Any woman
who is a communicant member
of Christ Lutheran Church, who
expresses a desire to join and
has made the object of the organization her own, is eligible
for membership." All women
are encouraged to participate
in the LC-MS Auxiliary.
PLANNING / ELECTION
MEETING - On Sunday, November 2, 2008 all officers will
be elected. The President &
Secretary will be one year
terms and the Vice President &
Treasurer will serve 2 year
terms. Mission Outreach, Spiritual & Social Fellowship, Fund Raisers and
Meetings will be planned.
Please submit ideas and suggestions to Melissa Meeks.
Join us as we begin a new adventure as Christ Lutheran
Women In Mission. Lunch will
be served prior to the meeting
immediately after the Worship
Service.
LADIES SHOPPING TRIP &
LUNCH - On Saturday, November 22, 2008 all ladies are
encouraged to meet at church
at 9:30 a.m. for carpooling to
the Boardwalk in Bossier City.

There will be plenty of time to

Just For Kids: Dog, House,
Clothes, Rainbow, Lamp, Fork,
Jet, Dove, Kite, Yo-Yo

“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the
earth. Worship the Lord with gladness; come before him with joyful
songs … Enter his gates with
shop, meet for lunch at noon at
thanksgiving and his courts with
Copeland's and shop some
praise; give thanks to him and
more if desired. Please invite a
praise his name!”
friend, neighbor or relative. A
sign up sheet for shopping and/ ========================
or lunch will be available in the
Special Dates
Narthex.
========================
LWML WEEKEND UPDATE Christ LWML Society hosted
44 ladies and 3 Pastors on October 4, 2008 at a successful
Fall Zone Rally. Judy Bartz
was elected to serve as Zone
Vice President and Pastor
Culver will serve as Pastoral
Counselor for the Northern
Zone LWML.
The 'Opened Eyes...Hearts
Ablaze!' banner is beautiful.
$187.63 was collected for
Mites in the 'Joyful Noise' offering.
A sister in Christ,
Sharon Mills
PUZZLE ANSWERS
Bible Quiz: fig; grapes; olive;
sheep; cattle.
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1st All Saints’ Day
2nd Daylight-Saving Time Ends
4th Election Day
11th Veterans Day
27th Thanksgiving Day
30th First Sunday of Advent

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Hey, where are all the Boards?
Some of you may be missing the Board of xxxxxx meeting which you dutifully
attended once a month for the last many years. Who is taking care of that pet
project I so much wanted to see? If I just give more money dedicated to pink
and orange curtains, they surely will be in our new building.
John Edmund Kaiser writes in “Winning on Purpose” some very interesting words:
The Great Commission, to make disciples, is displaced by other good pursuits. Depending on the
group, these pursuits may include creating positive peer groups for kids, teaching the Bible, opposing
social evils, overcoming past hurts, creating a powerful worship experience, helping the poor, developing spiritual disciplines, building deep friendships, supporting missionaries, correcting deficient
theology, deconstructing modernity, associating with good groups, disassociating from bad groups,
supporting our educational mode of choice, and preserving church heritage. These good pursuits can
support the mission if subordinated to it. If they compete with the mission and help us to feel good
even as we neglect the mission.
I really don’t see many bad things in his list of pursuits a congregation may take up. In fact, teaching the Bible, correcting deficient theology, opposing social evils are all worthy tasks. We can certainly find plenty of
Bible verses to say we are well grounded in the Word when we do things such as these. However, how do
the myriad of things Christ Lutheran Church is doing, or things some want to do, work together toward, our
stated mission. Proclaiming the Gospel - Reaching Lives for Christ - Celebrating God's Love
It must be that Board of “something or other” that takes care of the details of all Christ Lutheran’s programs.
In fact, this new constitution is great because it puts all the work on about eleven people, besides the pastor.
Some members of the congregation are probably very happy with this new system because they have worked
hard serving the Lord in their congregation for many years and now this small group can turn things around
and Christ Lutheran will be a mega church in a very short time. We will have many programs and we will
dutifully fulfill our place in the Great Commission.
Well, Christ Lutheran Church’s Board of Lay Leaders, BLL, has been meeting at least once a week since the
new congregation was formed. However, committees with specific tasks and time frames are being formed
and pretty soon the BLL will be able to move back from many of the details and the committees will be
charged with going out to make things happen. The basic function of the BLL will be to take care of “big
picture” items and coordinate the various committees.
There are many opportunities for everyone to be involved in the ministry of Christ Lutheran. If we are to
think the pastor, BLL, and committee of elders are going to be able to do all the work, we might as well just
hang it up now. If the congregation works together in a coordinated manner, keeping God’s Grace at the
center of our attention, there is no end to the possible ways the Lord may use us to help build his kingdom
here on earth.
Alan Parmater, Chair BLL
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Here & There

This & That

Many thanks to Bernie and Richard Conradi for updating the office computers. Among other things,
we’re now on the INTERNET! Yea!

Former Jim & Edna Boerger were in town last
month for a class reunion. They asked that we give
all their love.

The Bartz thank all who have continued to help
both Jerry and Judy through out this very trying
time. Words can’t express the love they feel for all
of you.

The Bartz did have a chance to spend three wonderful days in Branson, MO with Pastor Rod and Vera
Loose. The Loose also send their love to all.

By the time you read this, Dot Wilkening will have
been moved to The Bradford House, on Baird Rd.
Please remember her, Harv and Bernice and Gene
Heppner with your visits, prayers and cards.

====================================

St. Andrew’s Day
===============================
St. Andrew, who was Peter’s brother,
is the patron saint of Scotland. According to
legend, in the fourth century a man named
St. rule carried to Scotland the relics of St.
Andrew, who had died on an X-shaped
cross. He took them to a place now known
as St. Andrew’s where they’re kept in a
church.
St. Andrew's Day falls on November
30 each year. Some Scots wear blue and
white X-shaped ribbons on that day. Scotland’s flag also features a blue and white
cross.
14

Pictured here is Sigrid Reeves standing in front
of a table of lap size blankets to be used to cover
laps and legs for someone wheelchair bound or
who just has to sit for long periods of time.
There is no charge for these blankets; however,
please be sure they will be used for the purpose
they are intended. We are offering these to CLC
members first and then they will be given to people in nursing homes. Please see Arla Stump or Sigrid Reeves (or any member of the
LWML) if you have a name of someone in need of a blanket.
Here Are a Few Photos of the LWML’s Zone Rally a Few Weeks Ago
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Sacraments Receiving!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole world. Bible reading
and Bible study are important to us as we
continue in our relationship with the very
Word made flesh—Jesus Christ

Lutheran Christians
understand that
God works through means. He has chosen
to be active and present in the water of Holy
Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected with
these
elements. God comes to us with
His promises of grace, forgiveness and new
life. Faith receives the
blessings bestowed in and through these means of
grace.

Love Sharing!
Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved two thousand years ago
when Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to
each of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Our Savior Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by supporting one
another
in love, however
necessary, and by
using the gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a
theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that if the world hated Him
and
persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said that
when he was weak then was He strong. We
understand we are poor, miserable sinners
— saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our
response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Our Savior
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People
(C)2005Our Savior Lutheran Church,
Shreveport, LA

Nonprofit Org.

Christ Lutheran Church
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Jesus loves . .
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