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Welcome to Little Samuel
James Kirklin!
How blessed we were on a recent Sunday to welcome Samuel James into
God’s family on his Baptism Day. Mom
Diana, Dad Russell, Big Sister Amber
and Diana's parents, Gary and Jane
Wiese, were all together for the wonderful occasion. The members of Christ
Lutheran couldn’t have been prouder,
as we waited with much anticipation of
this little one. The parents wanted this
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baby’s gender to be a surprise until he was born and
it was a joyful one since he
was just what they needed
to round out their little
family. God ‘s Blessings to
you all

Diana Kirklin and new son Samuel, were honored at a Baby Shower
given by the ladies of Christ Lutheran, These pictures show some, of
many gifts they received
and Samuel has enough
outfits to take him through
his entire first year!
It was our pleasure to meet
What a sweet lady she is,
and we hope she’ll come
Gary, to visit the Kirklins.

Diana’s mother, Jane.
just like her daughter,
back often with husband

Isn’t the above
picture of Sammy
adorable?
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Spring Cleaning!

ELDERS TRAINING SESSION

We need all your hands to clean inside the
On March 12th from 9 a.m.—2 p.m. the
church, and outside. We will be starting at 10:00
Elder's
will have a training session taught by
AM, on Saturday, March 26. Please come--We
Harv Wilkening at Christ Lutheran Church.
need all the help we can get!
This is our Church, the Lords House, and
Pastor Culver
we need to give it a good cleaning.
Thank you,
Jan Shavers

CLC’s CARING CART FOR MARCH
Our recipient for March is the Heart of Hope,
a sanctuary for women. A non-denominational,
non-profit organization under the supervision
of a Board of Directors. Their goal is to meet
the physical, emotional and spiritual needs of
young ladies facing a crisis pregnancy by walking beside them as they decide whether to parent or to place for adoption. They focus on providing physical, spiritual, and emotional support; education, life skills education and decision-making skills. They are located at the old
campus of Grawood Christian School off Colquitt Road in Keithville. After talking with a
house mother it was determined their needs
that we could supply would be toilet paper, paper plates and notebook paper. This is a new
endeavor and they are in need of community
support. Let’s fill our cart with these simple,
inexpensive items.
We delivered many bottles of lotion and lots of
socks to the Meals on Wheels office the first
week of February. They were delighted and
assured us they would be delivered to lots of
needy people. Again, thank you for the support
you have shown for this community outreach
program – CLC’s Caring Cart shows God’s love
our Church has for our fellowman.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS!
I want to particularly recognize Arla
Stump this month who provided me with a
large sack full of new hose for the women in
the program and Mary List who provided me
with some nice shopping bags. I was also given
the opportunity to go through the clothes at the
rummage sale to find appropriate clothes and
purses for the program. We continue to need
suits, blouses, pants, shoes, purses and accessories appropriate for the workplace. Thank
you for your continued support of this program.
Sue Oppliger, Program Champion

RUMMAGE SALE!!!!!
It’s with great pleasure to announce that we
collected $1,700.00 during the Rummage Sale. Special thanks go out to Jan Shavers and all the ladies
who helped out. Two “young men” we could not have
done without were Bernie Conradi and J.. Barnett.
They were a true blessing to help out whenever
needed.
A lot of you came out to help most of the week
and that made it easy on everyone. Thank you for that
and all your donations.
Two thirds of the money raised will go to the
Building Fund and the other third to the Good Samaritan Campus in Cypress, TX (home for the physically
and mentally challenged. Some of the “shoppers”
gave donations when they heard this event was an outreach ministry.

Arla Stump
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Spring Tea & Fashion Show
Don’t forget to get your tickets for this year’s wonderful Spring Tea &
Fashion Show. March 19th from noon to 2 p.m. are the date and time. The
location will be Gateway Church located on Youree Drive.
Tickets will be sold in advance and at the door. The event
will feature a typical tea room lunch and a style show with the
latest Spring fashions. Volunteers are still needed to act as
servers and models. Please contact Melissa Meeks.
**************************************************************

Lutherans For Life

Phonics

Chapter #312

We’re still having a great time with all
the children in this program; however, we were
Pastor Culver and I will be attending
saddened to lose Terri Dinkins who recently
the Open House at Immanuel on March 5th.
We will present a poster, brochures and a tape moved, with her mother and siblings, back to
on LFL. We will have a short meeting with our West Monroe. They will be sorely missed.
officers on that date to take the place of our
This past month we celebrated Emily
regularly meeting.
-Judy Bartz
and Ben Nugyans birthdays.
====================================

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE

We’re happy to report that each child is
progressing well in their school subjects.
*****

Auxiliary Chapter 7

This past month we learned that our Executive Secretary Emily Oliver has a serious
March 14th & 28th
ailment and will have to have a stem cell
transplant soon at the University of Arkansas
6:00 p.m.
Amyloidosis Clinic in Little Rock. She has
been a friend to us for many years and also
If you haven’t
serves as our District’s LWML President.
attended one of our “Game Nights before, you
Please keep her in your prayers.
might just want to try it out this month. The entertainment provided by the tables of players can be
We did raise over $500 at our recent
a true hoot! For instance … this last time we had
Rummage Sale. Thank you Lord.
mystery “intruders” noticed by Eloise Culver.
Our February meeting had to be reThis sent brave Jan Shavers, using Lewis Wiiss’
scheduled because of illness and other commit- cane, and Glenda Conradi using a plastic bat, to
search out the intruders. The intruders were
ments. We’ll advise you all when it has been
caught—turned out they were the shadows of the
scheduled.
heads belonging to Lewis and Judy Bartz!!!! Yep.
We thank you for all the Campbell Soup Reflections! Ha Ha! What a laugh that gave us
Labels—please keep this ministry in your
all!
prayers.
In spite of the above incident, we always
enjoy good food and the priceless fellowships.
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Gee, Lent is upon us, which means Lenten services and soup suppers. For me, it means checking to make certain I have enough ashes for Ash Wednesday. I hope I can’t find my supply because I like making my own ashes. I know you find comfort in knowing that you are not receiving ordinary “store bought” ashes, but you actually receive home made ashes... that is, ashes
made with love! I always gather up all the unwanted palms after Palm Sunday and save them
for next year’s ashes. Then I make a fire with the palms and burn them all up. After the ashes
have cooled, then I double sift them in Lori’s flour sifter. I hope she is not reading this! She
won’t let me cut paper with her sewing scissors either. To me, I have a lot of fun preparing for
Lent. I remember one year I was burning the ashes on Ash Wednesday at the church under the
covered walkway because we had many days of rain and it would not give me a break. The fire
marshal stopped by and we exchanged interesting words as I kept feeding the fire. He learned
more than he wanted about Lent, Ash Wednesday, and other things.
This year, Easter falls late in the year, while some years it comes early. One question I am often asked is why does Easter keep jumping around? Originally, Easter was celebrated on the
14th of Nisan on the Jewish calendar. Today, Easter jumps around. If you want to know when
Easter will be in a given year, just ask your local werewolf. They can give you a clue. If you
guessed right, it is based on the full moon. The Emperor Constantine changed Easter’s dating
so that it will always fall on Sunday. It is the first Sunday after the first full moon following the
vernal equinox.
Now, back to Ash Wednesday, what is going on and what is the deal with the ashes? To begin
with, Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Because Easter is now always on a Sunday, Ash
Wednesday (as indicated by it’s name) is always on Wednesday. To determine when Ash
Wednesday will fall, you begin at Easter and count back 40 days (excluding Sundays). So, for
the deeper question, “What is Ash Wednesday?” Well, to understand Ash Wednesday, you need
to understand what the season of Lent is all about. Lent is a time of preparation for Easter. A
time to recall and remember the suffering and death of Christ; it is a season of self reflection.
Ash Wednesday is the beginning of this season. The use of ashes is not necessary, but it serves
as a teaching aid. The pastor mixes the ashes with a little oil so that the ashes will stick. He
places the ashes on the forehead (or back of the hand) in the shape of a cross and quotes Genesis
3:19 “Dust you are and to dust you shall return.” It symbolizes our repentance and mortality
and that we are in need of a Savior. The focus of Lent is highlighted by Ash Wednesday, but is
focused and pointing to Easter when Christ rose from the dead and freed us from our sins. People prepare for Christmas with decorations, lights, Christmas trees, and music... we prepare for
and celebrate Easter through self reflection and repentance through the season of Lent. Come,
let us prepare for Lent... come as we prepare to celebrate Easter!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver
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Chairman, Ken Stump Conducts Voters Meeting on
February 20th
For those of you that didn’t make
it to the congregational meeting the last
month – we missed you. Here are the
highlights on this short (Mike Holland
please note SHORT) informative meeting.
There are some signs of progress
at our building site such as the fire
plugs, water and sewer lines are being
installed. (See pictures below)
We have purchased the office
trailer and as soon as a site has been prepared it will be delivered and set-up. It is a 16 by 60 with 3
bedrooms and a large living area with a refrigerator, stove and cabinet area. We should be able to
have at least 3 Sunday school classes and pastors office within this structure.
A fellowship committee has been established to take care of all the meals and receptions. The
committee consists of Dickie McMurray, Daisy Heitner, Marie Carlson and Arla Stump They will be
calling on people to help supply, serve and clean up after all the many meals and receptions that
make Christ Lutheran such a great place to worship, learn and fellowship. If anybody has any questions, talk to one of the committee members or me.
As always, if you have questions or concerns about anything regarding the church, feel free to
talk to me or any BLL member. Our task is to serve the Lord, the Church and the congregation.
Ken Stump

These photos show the water & sewer lines being laid down
from the Splash warehouse, past the Fitzgerald Plumbing
property, toward our site on Idema. In the background you
can see I-49. Also shown are fire hydrants being installed.
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LENTEN MIDWEEK SERIES

Jesus, Peter, and Me
03/09 Ash Wed.

It’s All about Pride

03/16 Midweek 2

It’s All about Compla cency

03/23 Midweek 3

It’s All about Misunderstanding

03/30 Midweek 4

It’s All about Distant
Discipleship

04/06 Midweek 5

It’s All about the Company You Keep

04/13 Midweek 6

It’s All about Denial

Attention Crocheters & Knitters!
We are in need of people to crochet or
knit baby blankets to be taken to the Crisis
Pregnancy Center. These
blankets will be given to clients after their babies are
born. The blankets should be
approximately 36 to 40 inches
square. Any design and color
you wish to make. Just keep
them at your home until we
put out a call for them. At
that time, they will be taken
to the Center for distribution.
If you have any questions, call Sigrid Reeves
or Arla Stump. Thanks for your support and
happy handiwork!!!

04/21 Maundy Th. It’s All about Cleansing More VA Kits Delivered
04/22 Good Friday
04/24 Easter

It’s All about Life

7:00 AM

Sunrise

8:00 AM

Breakfast

9:00 AM

Opening/Sunday School

10:30 AM

Worship Service

Sigrid and Jim Reeves report that they
delivered 50 kits to the VA residents before
Christmas. They will now make new kits as
they get more items in and deliver when they
have a good amount. They are always glad
to get them.

Special Dates in March
•

World Day of Prayer—4th

•

Transfiguration of the Lord—6th

•

Ash Wednesday—9th

•

1st Sunday in Lent—13

•

Daylight-Saving Time begins—13th

•

2nd Sunday in Lent—20th

•

First Day of Spring—20th

•

3rd Sunday in Lent—27th

We were delighted to have the following visitors join us for worship recently:
Dan Brocato, Shreveport
Harry & Lois Bussie, Livingston, TX
Gary & Jane Wiese
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By Madison Cooley
•

The Food Bank went well on 2.19.11. We had a lot of fun and even helped out some LA Tech
students get their volunteer hours in too. We have scheduled to go back there May 14.

•

REMINDER FOR ALL EMBERS Lock-in (NOT the famine; you’ll be able to eat :)) and elephant workshop will be March 11-12. We will not only be making elephants while locked up
with one another for 12 hrs., but we’ll be going galactic bowling at Holiday Lanes. We’ll also
be learning some safety basics for use while on duty in the Nursery (what to do and what
not to do), especially since we have a lot of new babies here! We would like to let the parents and grandparents know, feel safe and have their trust in us as we watch their youngsters while they enjoy the church service without any worries. The Lock-in starts at 6:00
pm. Make sure to bring sleeping bags, pillows, money, and anything you might need for this
weekend. It will end Saturday morning around 7 or 8 . It will be a fun get together that we
haven’t had in a while!

•

On April 12 we’ll be visiting Shriners’ Hospital to pass out our new elephants that we made.
We’ll meet at the church at 4:45 pm. We hope all of our Embers can come!

•

TO THE CONGREGATION: Remember that we are still “Flocking!” Don’t know what flocking is? You can talk to either Aaron Reeves or Matt Holland for more details, or any youth
member or counselor. We haven’t had the time lately to do it, but spring is right around the
corner and if you’d like to “honor” someone’s birthday, anniversary, getting well—or whatever occasion, we’ll come flock their yards with pesky flamingos and birds! It’s a good fundraiser for the youth group and if you have any ideas about it, please feel free to let us
know.

“If I have the gifts of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.” 1Cor. 13:2
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Our March Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Betty Long—2
Corey Bissell—3
Jennifer Ainsworth—6
Sharon Odom—8
Allison Kidwell—16
Christina Newkirk—21
Tiffany Munoz—14
Gwen Hatten—22
Daisy Heitner—22

Mack & Rita McKinley—3

Greg Hershberger—26

Dick & Ronnie Patterson—29

Riley Crank—29

PRAYERS
Illness

Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz, Ben Brooks,
Karen Dashir, Gene & Bernice Heppner, Terri Holland, Jerry Joiner, Stepha
nie Kelly, Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom,
Mabel Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Amanda Sparks, Marilyn
Symmank, and Lewis Wiist.

General Wellbeing

Our Church, Our Mission and Our Pastor Culver.

In the Military
Paula & Eric Anderson Rebecca & Marcus Cooper
Raul Garcia III
Richard Hester
Jennifer Kidwell .
Russell Kirklin
Warren Manchester, Jr. Brandon McCall
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Shelton Feibel, Jr.
Jeff Kidwell
Michael Manchester
Clinton White

Sunday School Scoops
Soon we will begin the season of Lent. This means EASTER is just around the corner—
even if it is coming late this year, April 24th. The Sunday School children’s program will be new
and different. Be watching the Sunday Bulletin and the April Newsletter for the date and time.
“The Show Must Go On.” What does that mean? It means no matter where we are, either here or in our new church home (we hope) a tentative date is being discussed for VBS.
What a great out reach opportunity we’ll have by being in our new neighborhood! We’ll get the
dates out to you soon—keep watch in the monthly newsletter or the weekly bulletin.
Our Sunday School attendance continues to grow. I’ve noticed in the last few weeks that
our children have been bringing their friends with them to S.S. and church. We should be very
proud that our children want to share God’s many blessings with their friends. Keep up the good
work! There’s always room for more.

Sharon Odom, Education Director

Don’t forget, we have many Adult Bible Classes,
with several different subjects of study.

This is what is available in case you haven’t yet selected the one, or more, right for you.
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the church:

Pastor’s class is studying Exodus

(Classroom)

Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall: Pastor’s Wednesday Night Services—
Casual dress
Thursday at 9 a.m. in the Hamilton Library on Bert Kouns: Pastor’s class is studying the
Life Light Series—Book of Revelation
Sundays at 9 a.m.:
Pastor’s class is studying the Gospel of John (Fellowship Hall)
Jerry Bartz/Rob Meyers’ class is studying the Book of 1st Peter (Classroom)
Mack McKinley’s class is studying Christian Denominations, Non-Christian
Religions and Cults. (This class has moved to a larger Classroom)
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Lutheran Women in Mission
Daughters in Christ
The ladies have been busy this month
organizing our up coming Spring Tea and
Fashion Show. Models are being lines up to
show off their wonderful fashions. The food
menu is being planned and we assure you it
will be great! Tickets can be purchased from
any Daughter of Christ for $12 per person before March 6th and after, for $15. We still
need a few more models, servers and clean up
volunteers.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
Bible Quiz: A
Just for Kids: “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave you.”
Ephesians 4:32, NKJV
***

We had a wonderful response from you
and the community of “shoppers” at our Cake
Sale (within the Rummage Sale). See article
elsewhere in this newsletter.
Our next meeting will be after church on
March 6th. Come join us.
Saturday, April 9th is the date of our
Spring Rally. Registration is $5 per person
and the time is from 9:30—10 a.m. A continental breakfast and luncheon will be served.
We’ll have a Bible study, songs and fellowship.
Come join us—it’s a great time to meet other
members in our Zone. The Gifts from the
Heart will go to the Salvation Army.
Our District Retreat will be April 29th
through May 1st. More information to come
later.
Congratulations to Phillip Moorehead, Jr.
Phillip made the Superintendent’s List
at North Desoto High. We hear this is better
than the Honor Roll. Phillip’s proud parents
are Phil and Doris (Sr.) and we’re so happy for
all the Mooreheads on Phillip’s achievement.
“The birth of Christ brought God to us,
Many Good Wishes to Pastor Rod and
Vera Loose on their recent 49th Wedding But it took the cross of Christ to bring us
Anniversary!
Their celebration was made to God.”
even happier by having Judy and Jerry Bartz
- Author Unknown
join them on a cruise to the Bahamas.
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS

12

13

NOT YOUR ORDINARY DAY
The day started pretty much like any other day. Get up, shower, drink a couple of cups of coffee and
by this time it's around ten o clock and we start wondering where we will go for breakfast. Still not sure where
we will end up we headed out the door. There was mail in the mailbox that Joan decided to bring back into
the house and I was standing by the car with my keys in one hand and wallet in the other. That's when our
day really took a turn that we were not planning on. I heard a loud crash and looked back to the kitchen door
and could see Joan on the floor, she had tripped on the doorsill I suppose when checking the mail and fallen
into a small Baker's Rack near the door. That's where we store some of our coffee mugs and odds and ends.
I immediately went into a state of panic and rushed to see if she was alright. After a few minutes of checking
herself out she decided she hadn't broken any bones, just sore knees. I then helped her to her feet and after
a few minutes we were pretty sure it was ok to continue on to breakfast. When we reached the restaurant a
new crisis started. I didn't have my wallet to pay for the meal. Joan had the money to cover breakfast so
we ate our meal then headed back home so I could get my wallet, because I needed my driver’s license.
When we reached home, I got out of the car and went into the kitchen to pick up my wallet. It was nowhere to be found. Another time for Panic. I started playing back in my mind all of the events that had happened and that's when the reality of it all set in. When Joan fell I had my wallet in hand and placed it on top of
the car as I rushed to help her, and had not retrieved it before driving off to breakfast! So now we start backtracking our route to see if by chance the wallet was in the street; but as we suspected, there was no wallet to
be found.
There was nothing else to do but start canceling credit cards, and contacting various other places to
notify them that I had lost my ID cards and requesting replacements. I had called the Social Security office to
get a new card and was told I would have to come to the office with identification to get a new card. Before I
could do that I had to go to the Drivers License office and get a replacement license. After getting my license
we decided to go to the Social Security office the next morning and settled down to a near normal afternoon.
It was about 7 PM when we were eating our evening meal, there came a knock on the door and when
I opened the door there stood a black man who seemed to be in his mid-thirties. He said, " Mr. Holland, I think
I have something here that you would like to have back" and he held out my wallet. I reached out and took the
wallet and gave him a big hug of appreciation and shook his hand as I thanked him for returning my wallet. I
offered him a reward but he refused it and told me that he was a Southern Baptist and was raised to treat others as he wanted to be treated. (I think I've heard something like that before). He told me to check the wallet
to be sure everything was still in it, saying that all he had done was check for the name and address of the
owner. I shook his hand again and hugged him again and told him what had happened and how my wallet
had come to be lost. He was concerned if Joan was okay, and it's then that he told me he had found it at the
corner of the street, checked the address and said he had to get it back to me. He said he had come to our
house around 11 a.m. but that's when we were running around back-tracking trying to find the wallet. I told
him we grew up in the 50's when almost anyone would have returned the wallet, but it's not that way any
more, which made this very special. We continued with small talk and as he was leaving, he turned around
and came back and hugged me. It was hard to tell which of us felt the best about the outcome of the whole
situation. I do know that my faith in mankind got a great big boost.
Joan and I were very thankful that the wallet had been found by a good Christian man and returned to
me, for we had little hope of ever seeing it again. God is Good.
Blessings
Bob
PS: The wallet still had the $90.00 in it. (I guess I owe Joan for breakfast)
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WHAT A GREAT DAY FOR A SALE!

The buyers came to the
like the day before —
in the newspaper.

church early—
due to an error

It didn’t really matter
a ton of stuff to choose
good humor prevailed
on.

since there was
from and the
as the day wore

As you can see above, there were
lots of baked goods as well.

AND, then there was the clean up! Hugs
to all who helped with this sale from beginning to end. [See related articles throughout
this newsletter for more details you just might want
to read about,]
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Jesus loves . . .
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation from
God concerning His plan of salvation for
the whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue
in our relationship with the very Word
made flesh—Jesus Christ.

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved 2000 years ago when Jesus
said from the cross, “It is finished.” The
Holy Spirit applies that to each of us
through the gift of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of Holy

Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected
with these elements. God comes to us
with His promises of grace, forgiveness
and new life. Faith receives the blessings
bestowed in and through these means of
grace!

Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with
all people. Christ Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His
disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he
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said that when he was weak then was He
strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners—saved only by God’s grace
alone.

New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted
to Him. Having received salvation as a
gift, our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Christ
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People.
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