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Dear Members and Friends of Christ Lutheran ,
At our last Congregation Meeting on May16th, it
was decided to proceed with requesting the members
to consider increasing their giving toward a Building
Fund.

Even though we haven’t officially started the

Major Capital Campaign, it was believed we needed to

Perry Culver, Pastor
Tel: 318-868-5778

start now in order to build the facility we need and

E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net

want.

Web:
www.christlutheranlcms.org

Lori O’Connor, bless her, challenged each member to start giving $10.00 per person each Sunday to

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Joan Holland

help get the campaign on the road. Those assembled

Proofreader: Bob Holland

agreed that we needed to show our good intentions by

Feature Reporter: Judy Bartz

starting to give more to the Building Fund.

Photographer: Glenda Conradi

hearing from Rob Meyer soon on the formal plan.]

Contributors: Church Members
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To assist us in accomplishing this, we’ve included
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Narthex and the Fellowship Hall. May God Bless us all!

BLESSINGS (AND THE SUN) SHINE DOWN ON “BREAKING GROUND!”
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LADIES DAY LUNCHEON!
Where: Macaroni Grill, 7031 Youree Dr.

Recently, we were blessed to have the following
visitors worship with us:
Robert, Andrews & Alice Leesberig, Irving, TX

When: June 12, 2010 at 12:30 p.m.

Ruth Partain, Daphne, AL
Please plan to come and have a good lunch
Karen Rash, Rockwell, TX
and good fellowship.
Chris Rash, Waco, TX
A sign up sheet will be in the Narthex or you
can call me, Dottie McIntosh at 798-3660, so I’ll Helen & Henry Randolph, Robinson, TX
know about how many are coming. Looking forPatricia O’Connor, Contredale, RI
ward to seeing all of you there!
David Saybeck, BAFB
L.R. Antwine, Shreveport

DRESS FOR SUCCESS PROGRAM
This month I would like to recognize Mary List for
her donation of clothes, also Geraldine Upton (Rita
McKinley’s sister) for her generous donation of appropriate clothes as well as Phyllis Barnett. I want
to thank Jan Shavers and Judy Bartz for allowing me
to look through the clothes at the end of the rummage sale to find suitable clothes for this Program.
Thank you so much for your response to the needs
of the Dress for Success Program.
Sue Opplinger, Program Planner

Don’t Forget These Programs:
Clipping Coupons for the Military!
Knitting/Crocheting Lap Blankets
Ministry
Personal Hygiene Items for VA
Hospital Patients.

ACTIVITY NIGHT!
Because of VBS, Activity Nights are now scheduled
for June 21st and 28th..
With our long daylight hours, perhaps you can come
out and enjoy these fun evenings with us. We have
good food, games and lots of laughs—yes, even
screams of delight!!!!! This is also a great wayto get
to know each other and spend a relaxing evening as
well. We start at 6:00 p.m. - see you there?

Welcome Visitors
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Phonics Program Tidbits
We have just finished another year of outreach to the community with our phonics program.
It has been a very rewarding year for us. The progress each child has made and the eagerness to
learn makes it all worthwhile.
This summer we will take a break and resume again on Wednesday, August 25th.
Special thanks goes out to Mary and Holly List as well as Jerry Bartz who has helped us out
this year. Without their devotion and giving of themselves, we couldn’t have continued with the program. The children have looked forward to coming each week. Please keep this program in your
prayers.
- Judy Bartz
**************************************************************************

Lutherans For Life
#312
Lutherans For Life had their meeting on May 16th when we discussed the Walk for Life done
for the Crisis Pregnancy Center. Our President, Lawanna Castanes, walked for our group. Most of
Christ Lutheran members were working at the Rummage Sale that day.
We will be handing out Baby Bottles again this year. Each, hopefully, to be filled with coins,
checks or cash. Its going to be Christmas in July—through—August! The Bottles are to be turned
in by Labor Day (September) or whenever you can.
In November we will have a Spaghetti Take Out at Immanuel—date to be announced later.
Our next meeting is planned for September 12th at 2 p.m.
============================================================================

Good Samaritan News
Wow! We really had a great “treasure” sale along with a lot of sweet treats to sell.
It’s amazing how much money was raised—almost $1,500.00. All who worked seemed to enjoy the time together plus seeing old friends and making new ones. Special thanks to J.C.
Barnett and Bernie Conradi who were kept busy most of the week getting the computers
ready for sale.
Thanks to all of you who contributed in so many ways. What a good team we have at
Christ Lutheran! You’ll be delighted to know that 60% of the proceeds went in to the
Building Fund and 40% to Good Samaritan.
Emily Oliver and Judy Bartz will be traveling to Bethesda Campus on June 11th. They
look forward to telling you about their meeting in next month’s newsletter. And, don’t forget, we need those Campbell Soup Labels—so keep them coming!
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Do you love the world or do you hate it?
Well, ... that is a loaded question. There
are things in this world that I like, but
there are many things that I do not like. I do not like sickness, disease, getting old, cancer, mental problems, economic problems, environmental problems, social problems, backstabbing, gossip, greed, gossip, hate, gossip, hurt
feelings, gossip, keeping up with the Jones’s, the popular groups, gossip, criticizing, gossip, and so on...
These things make a beautiful world sour. All this was not to be until man turned his back on God and followed the deception of the Serpent in the garden. You know, some of our biggest heartaches are because
we turned our backs on God’s ways and did it our way. I ask you again the opening question: ―Do you love
the world or do you hate it?‖

If we take an honest look at ourselves, how do others perceive us? Are we trying to keep up with the
Joneses? Are you content with what you have? Have you allowed the God of material goods to creep into
your life? People are wired differently. Some people are defined by the clothes that they wear. Some people are defined by the car they drive. Some people are defined by the group they hang out with. Some people are defined by what they do to their body. Some people are defined by the house they live in. Some
people are defined by what they do in life. If someone were to look at you, what would they see? Would
they see a person who is not defined by ANY of the above, but defined by Jesus Christ and the way they
live? Wow, didn’t see that one coming! Well, I guess we all have a little worldliness in us.

James 4:4 (NIV)
(4) You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.
We find that the word adulterous does apply to us because we are God’s children, yet we keep eating the
forbidden fruit. We find that as we claim to be Christians, we acknowledge that maybe we are more friends
with the world than with God. When we look in the mirror, this verse reflects how we should be defined in
this world. We should be enemies of the world and friends with God.

I don’t want to beat you down, but to point you to the Cross. Yes we have fallen short! But thank the Lord
that Jesus died on the Cross for these very sins... and all the others too! When we take our eyes off ourselves and focus them on Christ, suddenly all the ways of the world do not impact us, but shows us that
there is a LOT of work to do. We are to live as Christ. We are to get a message out to the people. This is
what the PENTECOST season is all about! It is about inward change and outward change. We let God
shape and mold us according to his will (inward change) and we let God use us to share the message of Salvation to others and impact our friends, coworkers, neighbors, enemies,... the world (outward change). The
beauty of this is that it is all God’s work in us through the Holy Spirit. In this Pentecost season, may the
Holy Spirit be poured out onto you and to change you according to His will. Look out into the world and
see it for what it really is... A FALLEN WORLD! A world that is in need of a Savior. A world that is in
need of forgiveness. A world that needs God. Through faith, your sins are forgiven! Through faith, go and
share the truth about Jesus Christ.

Pastor Perry Culver
5

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Father’s Day will fall on June 20 this year. You’re probably wondering why I
would start this letter off with that bit of information. Well, I hope by the time you
finish reading this, you’ll have a better understanding of my reasons. I’ve got to
admit that the mere recognition of just exactly when this date falls has me a little
off kilter. More on this date later.
How can a son give his dad the thanks that he truly deserves? How does a guy say
―thank you‖ to his father for giving him the very life he now has? How can a son
express to his father all of the love and admiration he’s gained through his entire
lifetime?
I’m not really sure how to answer the questions I just proposed other than to ask
one more. Have you ever noticed how often us ―Holland’s‖ give each other hugs while at church? I’ll let
you in on a secret. We hug each other at restaurants, shopping malls, grocery stores, parking lots, each
other’s homes and yes, even church! It’s just one way that we remind each other of how much we love
them.
But even a hug cannot really convey the true affections that a son feels for his dad. Or for how a father
really feels for his son, for that matter.
Most fathers would sacrifice just about everything they have for their children, and my dad was no different. We didn’t have the nice ―neat‖ toys that some of our neighbors had but it was no big deal. We didn’t
have the nice expensive camper that our next door neighbors had but we still had just as much, if not
MORE fun with our little ―Gibson Pop-Up Camper‖! Those weekends over at Caney Lake just north of
Minden were just about as good as it gets when it comes to family fun. Yes, air conditioning would’ve been
nice on some of those hot summer nights, but while our neighbors were inside their luxurious vehicle
―chilling out‖, we were outside riding our bikes through the woods, or just simply walking, and giving
thanks for the wonderful gift of nature that God blessed us with.
There were many times throughout my childhood where my dad showed his love for me simply by giving
me a hug or encouraging me to never give up regardless of how tough things get. I certainly gave him
plenty of reasons to do otherwise but because of his ―father’s love‖, I turned out to be the man I am today.
Then, speaking of a ―fathers love‖, take the example of the love our Heavenly Father must’ve felt watching
His Son endure the tortures of the cross. He could have stopped it from happening with the blink of an eye
but didn’t because, ―…God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have everlasting life‖.
Have you ever thought much about that short phrase, ―the world‖? How is it possible to have that much
love for ―the world‖ when ―the world‖ has done everything in its power to NOT return the favor?
Finally, an explanation regarding the date of June 20. This year, Fathers Day falls on the second anniversary of the death of my oldest son Christopher. It will be an extremely difficult day for both Terri and me,
that’s for sure. The events of that day two years ago are as fresh in my mind as if they’d happened yesterday. There are images permanently etched in my minds eye that I’d give anything to have taken away, yet
they somehow are part of the last chapter of a book without any end.
Even though I cannot comprehend the totality of love our heavenly father has for us, I cannot possibly
imagine life without it. I also cannot imagine what my life would’ve been like without Christopher. He was
a most compassionate and loving young man.
Continued on next page > > > >
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I’d like to say I had a part in him being that way, but all I did was what my father did for me, and his father
did for him. And OUR FATHER does for all of us each and every day.
In loving recognition of ALL our Fathers,
Mike Holland, BLL Chairman

Building Committee Update;
Groundbreaking held on May 23, 2010 an overwhelming success!
The committee had plans of asking the congregation for permission to spend the funds dedicated by the
BLL @ May 16 Voters Meeting but the contract with the builder was not yet ready to present.
The contractor has since managed to bring the projected costs of our new facility within our budget.
The committee is now requesting a special congregational meeting for June 6 in order to ask permission to spend the funds dedicated by the BLL of $800,000.00.
Capital Campaign is now underway. Rob Meyer is heading this effort in order to raise funds for the
building of part ―b‖ of Phase 1.
The real estate committee has had some interest shown in our property out on Bert Kouns. They will
be recommending to the BLL an adjustment of the asking price. (It is anticipated that the funds
gained from the sale of this property be immediately folded into Phase 2, our permanent sanctuary)
Our current plans are for construction on part ―a‖ of Phase 1 to commence immediately upon approval
by the congregation and construction to continue until all phases complete, as funding allows,
hopefully in a non-stop scenario.
Mike Holland
On behalf of the Building Committee

ATTENTION!
As noted above, there will be a Special Voters’ Meeting on June 6th to seek
the congregations permission to spend the funds dedicated by the BLL of
$800,000 for the construction of part ―a‖ of Phase 1 of our new facility.
This should be a brief meeting right after church so do plan on staying for
it. Thank you.
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We haven’t had a meeting in May because of a conflict with a Voter’s Meeting.
Keep checking the Sunday bulletin for our June meeting.
We will be going to the Food Bank on June 5th.
We also will be going back to Shriners on June 8th AND the Rescue Mission on June 12th
We were thrilled to hear that the Forget-me-Not Ministry (elephants) had been awarded a $2,000
grant by the LWML at their recent convention.
Funds are coming together for the Nat’l Youth Gathering. We’ll most likely have a car wash in the
very near future to raise funds for our participation in the Southern District Gathering within the
Nat’l Youth Gathering. This was an unexpected $270 expense.
In case you missed the announcement, we raised about $1,150 with the Kickball Tournament. We
had a great turnout and can’t wait to do it all again next year! See some photos below!
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Our June Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Dick Patterson—1st

Joan & Bill Marshall—1st

Blake Bissell—3rd

Clint & Laura Bowman—7th

Aaron Martin—5th

J.C. & Phyllis Barnett—24th

Corbin Maguire—7th
Reece Maguire—7th
Robert Moore—7th
Mandy Patterson—8th

Clinton White—20th

Gene Kirsch—9th

Bethany Culver—23rd

Amanda Newkirk—9th

Joan Holland—23rd

Sue Oppliger—9th

Diane Soderstrom—24th

Cecil Odom—10th

Mike Holland—26th

Madelyn Clark—12th

Eli Conradi—27th

Tom Mills—14th

Merlin Hanson—27th

If we’ve missed your birthday/anniversary, please forgive

Madison Foss—17th

Philip Moorehead—27th

Do call the church office or e-mail me at jmhdutch@aol.com

Cheyenne Gramm—17th

Jeanette Joiner—30th

with your information. Thanks, Ed.

.

Mariel Taylor—18th
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz, Marie Carlson, Dashir, Eloise
Culver, Lanny Culver, Kathy Gregio, Merlin Hanson, Gene & Bernice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Jerry Joiner,
Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester, Ceil & Bill Manning, Jeff & Marilyn Meeks, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie
Purser, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Jim Reeves, Jonathan Reeves, Alan Richard, Tex Rushton, Amanda
Sparks, Marilyn Symmank, Sheila Taylor, Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist, and Dot Wilkening.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
James Schumaker
Jennifer Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
Mike Reeves

Raul Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jeff Kidwell
.
Brandon McCall
Shelton Feibel, Jr.
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Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

V B S Registration Form
June 14—18, 2010
Name________________________________________
Age__________ Grade__________________
Address______________________________________
Tel. #’s_______________________________________
Known Allergies_______________________________________________________
Parent Signature_______________________________________________________
Emergency Contact Name/Tel.#__________________________________________
If Transportation Needed, Call Sharon Odom @686-5128
Date__________________________
========================================================================================

WELCOME TO PLANET ZOOM!

Summer is almost here. Hot days, vacation, kids out of school—and, of course—Vacation Bible
School! This year VBS will be from June 14th to the 18th from 5:45 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. There will
be a light supper every evening: Monday—Hot dogs, chips; Tuesday—Sloppy Joes, Chips;
Wednesday—Cold Cuts, Chips; Thursday—Taco Salad, Nacho Cheese, chips (*Cupcakes, Fruit
or Cookies will be available Monday—Thursday; Friday—Pot Luck—Bing your favorite dish to
share!
Registration forms are available in the Narthex and in the Church Office. Be sure to pick one up.
For any questions or a need for transportation, please contact Sharon Odom.
There will be two workshops held to distribute teaching materials, supplies and to decorate. The
June workshop will be on Saturday, June 12th at 11 a.m. So, you still can join the festivities and
enjoy teaching and sharing with the children, our Lord’s Love.
See you on PLANET ZOOM!
Where Bold BEE—LIEVERS
ZIP ZAP ZOOM for J E S U S!
—Sharon Odom, Sunday School Superintendant
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION
McAdams, Linda Turner &
The convention we attended in Sharon Mills.
Jackson, MS last month was wonderful. Great Bible study, good
PUZZLE ANSWERS
food, and good fellowship. But
most of all both projects submitted
by our society were voted in 2nd Bible Quiz: C (See Matthew 1:16)
& 3rd out of 9 projects—the Seminary Student project for the South- Just for Kids: ―The man with two
ern District was 2nd and the tunics should share with him who
―Forget-Me-Not ministry was 3rd. has none, and the one who has
Praise the Lord! Side Note: Not food should do the same.‖ (Luke
only will the Forget-Me-Not min- 3:11, NIV)
istry be awarded $2,000 but it has
also received donations from an- ===================
other society in South Louisiana
June Special Dates
who was very impressed by our
Youth’s outreach program. Great, ========================
huh! Thanks to Melissa Meeks
and Gene Menzel for helping pre-  14th—Flag Day
pare the power point presentation  20th—Father’s Day
of our proposals.
Remember that the donations  21st—First day of summer
Daughters of Christ

received in the Mite Boxes go to- ++++++++++++++++++++++++
ward paying for the above projects
and more.
The Daughters of Christ will FOOD FOR VBS!
host the Confirmation reception on
the 6th of June. Congratulations If you’d like to help out by donatto our confirmand, Madison Foss! ing food or money to cover the
cost of the meals, please contact
Newly elected officers:
Jan Shavers, Dottie McIntosh,
VP of Servant Resources—Myrtle Arla Stump or Judy Bartz.
Lucky
NOTE: We have the hot dogs,
VP of Human Care—Kathy Abbuns & Kool Aid covered. Please
bott
see the menu on previous page to
Treasurer—Elizabeth Smith
see what else is needed.
Pastor Counselor—Rev. Paul
Ernewein
Nominating

Committee—Sue
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Wrinkles, Sags and Lines
by
Elaine Kersh
I look in the mirror and what do I
find?
A face full of wrinkles, sags and lines.
Whatever happened over my life time
That I should be covered with wrinkles and lines.
The birth of my children and all that
time spent;
The death of my parents, the loss of
good friends,
The good and the bad that leads to
the end
So why should I weep and why should
I moan
Even though now I a left all alone,
Alone to look back with no regrets.
Those things happened so why should
I fret
The Lord has been good—H has been
there for me
With blessings galore, even more
than I see
These wrinkles, sags and lines will
soon pass
When I’m at home with the Good
Lord at last.

[Ed.Note: The author is a lifelong
friend of Joan Holland’s]

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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SERVANTS FOR JUNE

Sunday—June 6

Sunday—June 13

Elders—Mike Reeves/Philip Moorehead

Elders—Mike Reeves/Brian Carlson

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Mike Holland

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Mike O’Connor

Greeters—Sue Oppliger/Anna Moorehead

Greeters—Sue Oppliger/Anna Moorehead

Reader—Judy Bartz

Reader—Chris Reeves

Acolytes—Taryn Constable/Aaron Reeves

Acolytes—Philip Moorehead, Jr./Nixon Shavers

Nursery—Chris Reeves/Nick Allmon

Nursery—Aaron Reeves/Andy Culver

Altar—Terri Holland/Lori Culver

Altar—Judy Bartz/Marie Carlson

Flowers—Daisy Heitner in Memory of her Son and five
Brothers

Flowers—Mike Hollands in honor of Grand Daughter,
Madelyn Clark’s Birthday

Sunday—June 20

Sunday– June 27

Elders—Mike Reeves/Mack McKinley

Elders—Mike Reeves/Jerry Bartz

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Bernie Conradi

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Bill Marshall

Greeters—Sue Oppliger/Anna Moorehead

Greeters—Sue Oppliger/Ana Moorehead

Reader—Doris Moorehead

Reader—Mike O’Connor

Acolytes—Andy Culver/Matt Holland

Acolytes—Wesley Williams/Nicholas Allman

Nursery –Wesley Williams/Ben Culver

Nursery –Madison Cooley/Taryn Constable

Altar—Melissa Meeks/Lori O’Connor

Altar -Sue Meyer/Rene’ Reeves

Flowers –Dona Festervan

Flowers—The Conradis in honor of Eli’s Birthday

and The Mike Hollands in honor of son, Chris’
Heavenly Birthday
*****

*****

Congratulations to All our 2010 Graduates
Shelby Carlson

Lauren Estep

Madison Cooley

Taylor Foss

Ben Culver

Matthew Holland
See Photos Next Page > > >
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Mother’s Day … Rummage Sale … Graduates 2010
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Jesus loves . . .

D

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to be
the inspired, inerrant and infallible Word of
God. We hold the Old and New Testaments to be a special revelation from God
concerning His plan of salvation for the
whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue in
our relationship with the very Word made
flesh—Jesus Christ.

Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to be
active and present in the water of Holy
Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected with
these elements. God comes to us with His
promises of grace, forgiveness and new
life. Faith receives the blessings bestowed
in and through these means of grace!

Holy Spirit Heeding!

Love Sharing!

Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him; but
the Holy Spirit has called us by the Gospel,
enlightened us with His gifts, sanctified
and keeps us in the true faith. We were
saved 2000 years ago when Jesus said from
the cross, ―It is finished.‖ The Holy Spirit
applies that to each of us through the gift of
faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Christ Lutheran Church is here to
make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in love,
however necessary, and by using the gifts
of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of
the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said
that when he was weak then was He strong.
We understand we are poor, miserable
sinners—saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our response is to uphold the Ten Commandments, to ―love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind,‖ and ―love your
neighbor as yourself.‖ At Christ Lutheran
Church we are reminded by this simple
phrase: Serving God, Serving People.
(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreveport., LA
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