June 2009
Serving God by Serving People

The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for
Christ, and celebrating
God's Love.

VBS 2009 GADGETS GARAGE

Congregation Members,

Perry Culver, Pastor

God’s always doing great, exciting things at Gadget’s
Garage. Join us on June 8-12 from 6:15 to 8:45 p.m. Kids
ages 3-12 meet friends, explore Bible stories, do fun activities, sing great songs, make crafts,
play games and eat snacks.

Event Hot Line: 688-7463
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net
Web:
www.christlutheranlcms.org

Newsletter Staff

We expect a great response, so enroll your child today. To register, give
the form in the bulletin to an usher or
call me at 318-925-0137. We will also
be having an adult Bible class from
6:45 to 7:45 p.m.
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We are still looking for volunteers for
all positions. Now would be a good
time to step forward and help us out.
We guarantee you a rewarding week of
fun and fellowship with some precious
kids.
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Your Servant in Christ,
Anita Hershberger
Director of VBS 2009!

LWML la-MS District Christian Life Retreat
At the Harris Baptist Retreat Center, May 1-3
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SHOOTISTS NEWS!!!
The Christ Lutheran Shootists met Saturday, May
16th and went again to the Bodcau Shooting Range.
We had a group of nine meet for a day of fun and
fellowship. By the way—do you recognize any of
the Shootists in these photos?
We will be meeting again at the church on June
20th at 9:30 a.m. for an educational gathering to
discuss gun cleaning and plan future gatherings. If
you would like to join in the fun and learn safe gun
handling, come join us or call me, Philip Moorehead, @ 318-464-2728 for more information.
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Phonics Program Update

returned in time for our meeting on
July 12th (@ 2 p.m.).
Oh, yes, the funds will
be matched by Thrivent!

We had a lovely graduation party on Wednesday, May 20th. Each child received a book for
their achievements and to aide their reading abilities in the months ahead. The children also enjoyed
By the way, if you’re
a reception with one of their favorites—an Ice
interested in joining this
Cream Cake!
group, please attend this
meeting—you’ll be more than
We have had requests from the parents for a six
weeks program this summer. It has been scheduled welcomed.
for July 1st through August 5th, for a very small
Judy Bartz, Treasurer
fee.
This fall, we will begin the program o September 9th. Hopefully our teachers are all planning to
help again with this ministry. They are Mary List,
Holly List, Melissa Meeks and Judy Bartz.

Good Samaritan

It is our prayer that this program will be able to
move into the new Christ Lutheran facility in the
not too distance future.

Thanks for your help with this outreach project to help the residents on the Good Samaritan
Campus in Cypress, Texas.

We’re still looking for more of those CampOur rewards in this ministry are the many smiles, bell Soup labels. So, if you would like to donate
hugs and good report cards. Our little Vietnamese yours, please place them in the designated box in
girl, Emily, was accepted into the South Highland’s the Fellowship Hall. (On the table close to entrance
accelerated program. She just turned 6 years old.
door.)

God’s Blessings to ALL!

Lutherans For Life (Chapter #312)
Special thanks to the donor who gave a donation to LFL in my name. This was SO appreciated and God Bless.
Many of you have asked about the Baby
Bottle Fundraiser and I’m glad to report they are
finally here. There was a delay in receiving them
but it was because of a lot of demands for them.
That’s always a happy problem to have. We have
now given them out and would like to have them
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Yours in
Christ,
Pastor Perry
Culver
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

WELCOME TO SUMMER!

It’s that time of the year again. It seems like only a short time ago when I wrote
about the kids “busting loose at the seams to get away from school for a few months”, and worrying about what
kind of “shenanigans” they would get into. Actually, it’s been a whole year since I wrote those words in my June
’08 article. My, oh my, how time flies!
Well, not really, I suppose. There are still 24 hours in a day, but it does cause one to sometimes step back and give
thought to what was and what might’ve been. I know that personally, June 2008 was a month that brought untold
grief to my family. A grief that was brought to mind in a year of “firsts” that seems to last and last….. There was
our family’s first Christmas without Christopher, followed by what would have been his 22 birthday on March 30.
Then, Terri’s birthday and Mothers Day that always seem to fall on the same weekend every year, only this year
made especially bittersweet by our son’s absence. Another major event in the middle of this year of “firsts” was
our first Easter without Chris. His love for Easter was only matched by his extreme disdain for having to wake up
extra early for Son-Rise Services! Now, he’s celebrating first- hand with all the other company of heaven, evermore praising and singing!
I have a reason for mentioning Christopher in this article. You see, he never met a stranger while he walked this
earth. He had a passion for living that would make anybody jealous. But he also had a real passion for SHOWING
the love of Christ! Yes, it’s true that “Faith comes by hearing the Word of God”, but that “Word” can also be
“heard” by “seeing” the love of Christ through the actions of others. These “actions” can be as simple as holding a
door for someone who may have difficulty walking, or offering to help carry packages for someone overburdened
at the time. They can also be seen by witnessing the members of “Embers”, our teenage youth group with their
visits to the Rescue Mission to feed the homeless. Our youth have also managed to share and show their Christian
love and compassion for the hurting children in several local hospitals with the “Forget Me Not” ministry. They
give stuffed elephants along with a small storybook explaining God’s love for them and assuring them that He will
never forget them, no matter what! True blessings, one and all.
That word, “Blessings” has me thinking about another idea I had. You see, back before Terri and I made the move
“out of town”, all the way from south Shreveport, to south Bossier City, we checked out quite a few neighborhoods. However, when we drove into Plantation Trace, we fell in love. Not only was it in a really good school
district, but the people were really nice! And by nice, I mean almost every person we passed, either in their yard,
or walking along the sidewalk made an effort to wave or say “hello” to us. It was something we never saw
anywhere else. Those gestures gave the whole area such a “small town” feel that we just fell in love with it. And
now that we’ve been here for going on 17 years, I have to admit it STILL feels like “small-town USA”! But I
started thinking about how we, at Christ Lutheran, might be able to take these small gestures and turn them into a
community wide outreach.
Lutheran’s are notorious for expecting their “evangelism committees” to go out and knock on doors in order to
increase our numbers. Well, what if we ALL were on the evangelism committee? What if it were OUR job to
actually reach out and make contact with complete strangers and somehow convince them to visit our church?
Could you, or would you? I’m afraid I already know the answer to that one so I’ll leave it alone right there. But
what do you think the odds of success would be if all you had to do was be nice to people? And by nice, I don’t
mean by NOT honking your horn when someone cuts you off in traffic. I mean, by making small gestures, one at a
time, one day at a time if need be. Try saying “thank you” to the counter personnel at McDonalds when all you
Continued next page >>>
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Continued from page 6
really want to do is grab your order and run. Try adding a “Christ’s Blessings” to the end of that “thank you”
as well. Before you know it, you’ll be passing along blessings to all kinds of strangers you would’ve never
thought possible. As a matter of fact, this all plays right into the “Ablaze” movement currently ongoing
throughout the LCMS. To those of you who may not be aware of just what the “Ablaze Movement” is, it
started with the desire of the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod World Mission to “ignite a spark that would
become a mission movement of individuals, groups, congregations, etc., all committed to the goal of
reaching 100 million unreached and uncommitted people with the Gospel by 2017, which is the 500th
anniversary of the Reformation.”
Yeah, I know what you’re thinking. “Surely they don’t expect ME to actually talk to people about my love
for Christ, do they? (This guy Mike must be crazy!) Well, you won’t get much argument from me on that
one, but what if we really did take this idea to the next level? What if we were so overwhelmed with love
and compassion for our fellow man that we actually started telling folks about the Good News? What if we
started adding a “He Is Risen” to those “Christ’s Blessing’s to you sir/ma’am”? Then when those fine folks
whose lives you just touched start asking what you’re talking about, invite them to join us next Wednesday
night, or Sunday morning. I guarantee you’ll feel a whole lot better about yourself. You might even start
thinking of new ways to reach out to the un-churched and the uncommitted of our community.
I look forward to hearing stories of just how these small acts of kindness and love are shared and accepted by
folks who desperately need to hear a little good news. I hope and pray that every one of our hearts are set
ABLAZE with the desire to do what our Lord commands us to do in Matthew 28; 18-20a.
In service to our RISEN LORD!
Mike Holland
Congregational Chairman

Just a Note from Your Board of Lay Leaders (BLL)
•

The final offer agreed upon for the Idema Property has been settled and a deposit check of $5,000 was
given to the realtor.

•

The Shreveport/Barksdale property should be sold by the time you read this newsletter. We will retain
the mineral rights to this property.

•

We plan to try to sell the Bert Kouns property ourselves. We will make our own brochures and advertising. We hope members will help pass on the information to our friends and acquaintances that we are
trying to sell this property.

•

The Board of Elders are in need of two more to fill the vacancies on that Board.

Please continue to pray for our church and its leaders as we move forward with plans to further the Lord’s
Kingdom. Blessings to you all.
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Embers (The Youth): Spread the Fire!
Congratulations to our Embers Youth upon their May graduations from High
School. They are: Blake Bissell (North DeSoto), Ben Bull (Benton), Heather Sutton (North DeSoto) and Kaley Constable (Southwood). This group was honored with a reception after church
on May 31st. God’s Blessings to you all.
Scrapbookers are still needed for the “Forget-Me-Not” ministry. Please help if you can.
We’re scheduled to go back to Shriners on July 7th. We’ll meet at the church at 4:45 p.m.

Window Decals are still for sale for anyone who would like to purchase one.
We served dinner at the Rescue Mission in May (there were about250 guests so
we were kept VERY busy) and we’ll go back again on July 18th. We learned that
they have a lot of different needs that we can help with in the future.
Mrs. Betty (Long) and Chris Reeves represented us at the recent Rescue Mission
Banquet.
We raised $330 by “flocking” people’s homes during spring break. AND we raised
$350 from the carwash! Thanks to our generous church family!
We’re planning a 30 Hour Famine (lock-in) on June 5 & 6.We will be soliciting sponsors for the hours we successfully complete without eating. The money raised will
go to World Vision.
Last—it’s not ALL work! The “active” youth members will be going to Six Flags for
a weekend getaway in July.
Madison Cooley, Secretary
========================================================================================

ACTIVITY NIGHT!
Come join us on Mondays, June 1, 15 & 29 at 6:00 p.m. (every
other Monday) Bring a favorite game or join in with us we already
have. Some of us have real challenges when playing “42” with Louis
Wiist, Erma Mecom and Sue Oppliger, but we’re catching on. We also
have RummiKube, Spinners and Farkel (dice game)!
Food is served so you never go away hungry. What a fun way to get to know
one another better and that’s what we ALL want, isn’t it?
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June Birthdays & Anniversaries!

Louie Rockett—5th

Malia Kidwell—17th

Jeff Kidwell—6th

Amity Conradi—20th

Merlin & Sandra Hanson—3rd

Audrey Brown—7th

Shirley Belcher—23rd

Audrey & Jerry Brown—7th

Terri Holland - 11th

Mary Beth Robinson—23rd

Mike & Betty Long—19th

Cheryl Foss—12th

Sarah Vogt—23rd

Rob & Sue Meyer—20th

Lori O’Connor—13th

Philip Moorehead, Jr.—24th

Jim Reeves—13th

Aaron Meyer—25th

Jacque Wilson—14th

Kim Warhurst—25th

Jeff & Cheryl Foss—22nd
Dick & Ronnie Patterson—23rd
Larry

Kelly McKinley—15th

_____________________________
_________________
&
Paula Hovis—28th

Philip & Doris Moorehead—28th
PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Jill
Bridges, Christy Chandler, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del Monte, Wick Hawes, Bernice
Heppner, David Huckabee, Chuck & Nancy Johnson, Sylvia Ladage, Jim Larrieu, Lonnie, Warren Manchester, Sam Marshall, Marilyn Meeks, Michael O’Connor, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie
Purser, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Ken Stump, Marilyn Symmank, Gage Taylor,
Lyle ‘Doc’ & Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist and Dot Wilkening. Skip Wilson, Kathy Gregio

If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Our Christian Love and Sympathy go out to . . .
. . . Rebecca, other family members, and friends of Jim Larrieu, who recently passed into the Church
Triumphant, after a lengthy illness . . .
. . . Blessed are they who mourn.
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Education Updates!
Sunday School
We are presently averaging over 60 in attendance each Sunday. It’s so good to see each of you who participates in learning more about God’s Word. We are so fortunate to have several Adult Classes to choose
from, providing subjects to meet all the interests of our people.
Our study material is in play for the younger students for the summer. We will also be looking for a
teacher for the 9-12th grade class when Patrick Fertitta leaves for the Seminary this September. Please
pray about answering the call for this position.
At our next Teachers Meeting on June 28th after church, we will be discussing our Rally Day coming up
this fall. Lunch will be provided. Teachers, please put this date on your calendar.
Also, at that time we will be getting together some information on having a Children’s Choir. Britt has
agreed to help out with it. Parents and children have been waiting this for some time now.
Melissa Meeks is gathering information to have a session for PreTeenage girls. Doris Moorehead is getting material on having a session with Seniors (or Keenagers).
More About VBS
VBS Director Anita Hershberger is doing a great again this year along with lots of help from Pastor Perry.
If you haven’t been asked to help, please volunteer for there are many jobs needing to be filled in many
areas. Pastor is doing the Storytime; Phil Moorehead—Bible Challenge; Snack time with a story—Judy
Bartz and Jan Shaver; Games will be Jeff Kidwell along with helpers; Crafts—Betty Long and helpers;
Adult Class—Jerry Bartz; Paula Anderson will be leading the Openings and Closings; Rene’ Reeves, along
with helpers, will be teaching the little ones. Each group rotates except for the little ones. The Embers
have agreed to help in all capacities—our Youth are great, aren’t they?
Supper will be served each night from 5:45 til 6:15 p.m. We have the food for Monday night already donated but are in need of donations, money or food, for the other three nights. Friday night will be a “pot
luck” so please bring a dish to share.
Thanks to Glenda Conradi for making our posters and to so many other folks for helping in so many ways.
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DAUGHTERS OF CHRIST

LWML

CONFIRMATION RECEPTION

MISSION GRANTS

A special reception for newly confirmed members will
be held in the Fellowship Hall immediately after the
Worship Service on June 7th. Family, friends and
members of Christ Lutheran are encouraged to honor
these young men: Andy Culver, Phillip Moorehead, Jr.
and Patrick Shaver.

LA-MS District LWML is currently accepting
mission grant proposals for the 2010-2012 biennium.
The grant proposal must be ‘mission’ in emphasis—
extending the ministry of the Word. During the 20082010 biennium, five mission grants in the amount of
$5,000 each will be funded from our Mite Box offerings. For more information on submitting a proposal,
contact Sharon Mills.

LADIES SUMMER LUNCHEON OUT
Date: Saturday, July 18th

LWML CONVENTION

Time: Noon

Portland, Oregon

Place: Imperial Cathay at 6359 Youree Drive

June 25-28, 2009

Prices: Luncheon meals range from $6.50 to $7.50

Theme: “Look to the Hills … God Reigns”

What: A luncheon for ladies of Christ Lutheran and
their invited friends and family members.

New national mission grants will be selected. During
the 2007-2009 biennium $1.7 million funded chosen
A sign- up sheet will be available soon. For more infor- grants. New officers will also be elected by the delegates. Pray that God provides wisdom to the delegates
mation contact Melissa Meeks.
as they seek to do His will in their actions. Also pray
for safe travel for all those attending this important
convention of the LWML.

Special Dates in June
•

Puzzle Answers
Just for Kids:
Bible Quiz::
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Ancient Towns and Cities
“And Cain … builded a city, and called the name of the city … Enoch” Gen. 4:17. In ancient times when
men became cultivators of the soil, they began to build villages and cities to protect themselves from wandering tribes. Cities were often built on a mountainside or on the top of a hill. Ruins of ancient towns and
cities have been excavated throughout lands of the Bible. Find the following 50 cities listed here.
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JOIN HANDS DAY
A message received from Thrivent’ Jean Woods, Congregational Service Team Director, announced that Join Hans Day will be Saturday, June 13 and this years theme is FEED THE HUNGRY! We need to start collecting canned, non-perishable food from now until June 13. We will
then bring the food to First Lutheran on Line Avenue. The food will then be taken to the Food
Bank at 2307 Texas Avenue, Shreveport.
Breakfast and Lunch will be served to all volunteers. Volunteers should be at First Lutheran by
9 a.m.
SHARE YOUR BLESSINGS WITH THOSE LESS FORTUNATE!

. . . . . . .

LUTHERAN NIGHT AT THE CAPTAINS BASEBALL GAME
On FRIDAY, June 26 at 7:05 p.m. there will be a Lutheran Night at a Captains Baseball Game.
Tickets are only $2. Let’s support our Captains baseball.
......

FELLOWSHIP HOUR
There were many in our congregation (since the merger) who were not aware
that the time following Sunday services was the official “Fellowship Hour” when
members gather to have coffee and cookies or cake in the Fellowship Hall. Please
make a point of inviting anyone into the Hall to share in this time of friendship,
especially any visitors or newer members. Let’s not assume everyone knows what’s
going on—invite them!
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Congregational Meeting , May 17
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole world. Bible reading
and Bible study are important to us as we
continue in our relationship with the very
Word made flesh—Jesus Christ

Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to be
active and present in the water of Holy Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy Communion as His Word is connected with these
elements. God comes to us with His promises of grace, forgiveness and new life.
Faith receives the blessings bestowed in and
through these means of grace.

Holy Spirit Heeding!

Love Sharing!

Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved two thousand years ago
when Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to
each of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Christ Lutheran Church is here to
make everyone a disciple of Christ by teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of
the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that if the world hated Him
and
persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said that
when he was weak then was He strong. We
understand we are poor, miserable sinners
— saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind,” and “love your
neighbor as yourself.” At Christ Lutheran
Church we are reminded by this simple
phrase: Serving God, Serving People
(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreveport, LA
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