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Happy Fathers’ Day

It was another
special time for
this year’s
graduates: Nina
Fertita, Shelby
Watkins, Aaron
Reeves and
Kristin Foss.
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Aaron and Shelby are
graduates of C.E. Byrd High
School; Kristin graduated
from Millsap College in Mississippi; and (Dr.) Nina
graduated from
LSU Medical
School in Shreveport with her
Medical Degree.
Congratulations
and God’s Blessings to all these
young people!

Happy Mothers’
Day! All CLC’s Mothers were honored
with a special reception after church.
There was a lovely
cake and lots of
goodies to go with
it.
It was great and
everyone got to enjoy it.

On Saturday, May 21st, the Macaroni Grille was the site of the Ladies Luncheon Out which
was well attended as you can see. The photo of the “sample” meal looks yummy, huh?
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You are cordially invited to attend the celebration of
Jim and Sigrid Reeves’
50th Wedding Anniversary’s Renewal of Vows
and Reception in the Fellowship Hall
Christ Lutheran Church
at 2:00 p.m. on
July 2, 2011

No Gifts Please, Just the Gift of Your Presence.
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Lutherans For Life
Chapter #312
We decided to cancel our May meeting
since it fell on Mothers Day. We have rescheduled this meeting to Sunday, July 10th, 2 p.m.
at Christ Lutheran.
We’ll have the Baby Bottles the first of
July to be given out on the 3rd. We ask that
these be turned back in by Labor Day weekend.
As always, the funds collected will go to the
Crisis Pregnancy Center.
After sharing with a lady at the center
about husband Jerry’s hospital stay, they not
only sent us a card of encouragement but had a
very nice prayer for us over the phone.
- Judy Bartz, Treasurer

Game Nights for July will be
on the 13th and 20th at 6 p.m.
in the Fellowship Hall.
Normally we would have had the second night
in June on the 27th but VBS will be going on
that week.

Welcome Guests!
We were recently honored to have the following
guests worship with us :
Kevin Ytzen

Don’t forget, the food is wonderful and so is the
company. We do get a bit loud at times—but
all the laughter is good for the soul. Come join
us. New people and new games are always
welcomed.

Christine Rowe
Wayne Brocato

PHONICS

Dress For Success

Classes for this year ended on May 18th.
Books were given to each child for them to read
during the summer. Ben Nygun, our 5th grade
student, was accepted into Caddo Middle Magnet for this fall—a happy note to end this
school year.

A special thank you this month to Mary List
for the purses and shopping bags which she donated to the program. We continue to need
business clothing for women, all sizes, and acWe’re all looking forward to having a lit- cessories. I appreciate your continued support,
tle break for the summer and to return in the
Sue Oppliger, Program Champion
fall—September 14th.
Please keep this small ministry in your
prayers.
- Judy Bartz
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Last month, I had the joy of attending the LWML District Retreat outside of St. Francisville, LA. It’s always good to hit the road and see new places. The Retreat was out in the middle
of nowhere and there was probably a 25' by 10' strip of land on a hill that if you stood on one leg
and held your left arm in the air just right, you could actually make a cell phone call. It was
good to get away and to meet old friends and some new ones too! I was excited to go down to St.
Francisville for more than one reason.
The other reason was to visit Cecil Odom. Cecil lives, not by choice, at the Louisiana
State Penitentiary, also known as Angola. Angola is the largest maximum security prison in the
United States. It sits on 18,000 acres of land next to the Mississippi River and is home to approximately 5,000 inmates. It’s fair to say that Cecil has made a few mistakes that landed him
at Angola. It’s easy to develop a negative attitude towards people who are serving time in
prison. After all, it is filled with “sinners!” I too must admit that I have overlooked Cecil and
have not visited or corresponded with him like I should.
It is intimidating to go and visit someone whether it is in a local jail or a maximum security prison. But we must stop and ask ourselves if we need an attitude adjustment regarding
those who are serving time. I mean, didn’t Jesus die for their sins too? Wasn’t the blood shed on
the cross also for the thief on the cross next to Christ who repented. Wasn’t it Jesus who turned
to the thief and said “Today, I will see you in Paradise”? To get down to the basics, Jesus did
come and die for all people and for all sins. God raised Jesus up from the dead and sets all who
have repented of their sins free. It is this very Jesus who said: “34Then the King will say to those
on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and
you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36 I was naked and you clothed me, I
was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.’ Matthew 25:34–36 (ESV)
Jesus is separating the sheep from the goats at the Final Judgment. The sheep, that is
you and me, are to visit those who are sick and also those who are in prison. I have mentioned it
in the past, but I think we can all do a better job of visiting people in the hospital or at home
sick. You know, Shreveport is NOT a big city. In about twenty minutes, I can get just about anywhere. If that is too much time to get away from the ole Lazy Boy chair, I know in my house
that there is a phone that is within reach. We can at least call those who are sick. When they
are in prison, well things get a little more complicated. I do want you to know that you can write
them a letter. The joy of visiting Cecil, a forgiven sinner, is that you get to meet someone with
great faith. Cecil has repented of his sin. Jesus has forgiven him. Cecil still has to serve his
time. He is a member of Christ Lutheran Church. He is our fellow brother in Christ. Let’s not
forget him when we send out Christmas Cards or cards for birthdays, anniversaries, etc.
Continued on next page>>>>>
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Continued from previous page <<<<<

Cecil is teaching me to write letters again. I am a poor letter writer! I’d just as soon
pick up the phone and call as to sit down and write a letter. Well, we need not omit Cecil.
Keep Sharon and Cecil in your prayers. It is not easy to be separated from your spouse. Life
has not been easy for either one, yet they have remained faithful to each other and to Jesus.
Keep them in your prayers. Please learn the joy of writing Cecil. If you are looking for a pen
pal, someone who will lift up your faith, write to Cecil. Remember that the great Apostle
Paul accomplished a lot behind the walls of prison. Jesus said: 37 Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you
drink? 38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 39
And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40 And the King will answer them,
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.’
Matthew 25:37–40 (ESV)
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

The View

“Christian faith is a grand cathedral, with divinely
pictured windows. Standing without, you see no
glory, nor can imagine any. But standing within,
every ray of light reveals a harmony of unspeakable
splendors.”
- Nathaniel Hawthorne
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If you attended the Congregation Meeting on Sunday May 22nd,
you heard that the building of the new church was finally going well. If
you’ve been by the building site you could see that the sides and back of
the building have been put up and the roof should be the next step, if the
weather holds. Keep praying for good weather, happy workers and that
the city allows us to proceed without further delays!!!!!
In the service of our Lord who makes everything possible.
Ken Stump, BLL Chairman

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE
Auxiliary Chapter 7
We hope to get the North LA Chapter Auxiliary back in the swing of things soon.
Cindy Cummings, who is over the fund raising events for Bethesda, has been most encouraging to us. After our meeting in Cypress Springs, TX in the fall, we will focus on having
another fund raiser. As you know, the mission of the auxiliary is to help and aid others in
need at the Bethesda homes in Cypress. The Director of Bethesda in Watertown, Wisconsin
is full of kind words and encouragement to the auxiliaries.
Emil Oliver, Marilyn Whitton, and Pat Minor are all officers of this chapter. They
are from Trinity in Monroe. I continue to be the V.P. of the Governing Board.
Please keep on saving the Campbell Soup labels for us. You can’t miss the huge
“blown-up” box in the Fellowship Hall. This box was donated to us by life-time member,
Marilyn Meeks (Melissa’s mom). Thanks Marilyn
Blessings to all while you have a safe and happy summer,
-Judy Bartz

When on vacation, be with us in spirit.
The rest of the summer, be with us in person.
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This month, Youth Counselor, Terri Holland, tells us that—
•

The Youth are to have a car wash on June 4th from 3:00-6:00 pm. It is hoped these hours will
help increase interest and proceeds for this fund raiser.

•

Plans are in the works and communication is taking place to have a successful lock-in on June
24th with our guest youth from Messiah Lutheran out of Plano, TX. They are a large church and
are bringing 18 youth. So, we hope to have a lot of exciting fellowship.

•

The Youth have volunteered to help with VBS on June 27th-July 1st.

As you can see from these pictures (taken by Shelby Carlson), we had a wonderful camping trip in
April. Wonderful time for the youth to bond and reflect loving Christian spirits.

AND—here are the Youth’s recent trip to Shriner’s to deliver “elephants". for patients—
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PRAYERS
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz,
Illness
Karen Dashir, Gene Heppner, Jerry Joiner, Stephanie, Kelly, Sylvia Ladage,
Warren Manchester, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Mabel Powell, Joe
Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Katie Reuter, Amanda Sparks, Marilyn Sym
mank, and Lewis Wiist.
General Wellbeing

Our Church, Our Mission and Our Pastor Culver.

In the Military
Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul Garcia III
Jennifer Kidwell .
Warren Manchester, Jr.

Rebecca & Marcus Cooper
Richard Hester
Russell Kirklin
Brandon McCall

Shelton Feibel, Jr.
Jeff Kidwell
Michael Manchester
Clinton White

Our Christian Sympathies and prayers are extended to…
. . . The family and friends of Ruby Lively Crittenden whose graveside services were on
May 20th at Forest Park West. Ruby was a long time friend of Judy Bartz and family.
...Blessed are they who mourn.

NOTE: Please notify Joan Holland, Editor, of any deletions, corrections, or additions that
need to be made to this newsletter. We want it to be as correct as possible. Thank you.
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Sunday School Scoops
Is it that time again? Yep! Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 27—July 1st.
We will start each day promptly at 5:30 p.m. with our meal of the day. We will close each
day at 8:45 p.m.
This year is another first for CLC. The theme and curriculum is being done by members of our talented congregation. Classes will start at the pre-school level. Our Youth will
be helping as Group Leaders and supervise outdoor games.
Registration forms are available or you can register the first evening. We encourage
everyone to invite family and friends. If you can’t attend every day, come when you can.
We will enjoy crafts, snacks, Bible stories and more. VBS will be held in our present
location since our new church home is still under construction.
If you need transportation, or have any questions, please call me at 686-5128. We will
also ask for everyone’s help by donating food such as hot dogs, chips (any kind), cookies,
ground meat or any monetary gifts.
Everyone, any age—come enjoy the fun. You will be glad you did.
In preparation for our move, the BLL decided we will have three children classes and
three adult classes, with one classroom for growth. This is due to limited space until we can
start the next building phase at our new church home.

God’s Blessings,
Sharon Odom, Education Director
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Lutheran Women in Mission
Daughters in Christ
The meeting at Judson Retreat Center
near St. Francisville, LA, was very rewarding.
The atmosphere was refreshing—no cell
phones and no television! We had a great mixture of true fellowship, good food and wonderful Bible studies. A lot was learned about the
women in the Bible. The skits were great and
hat’s were decorated and paraded. You could
tell a lot of thought was put into them.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
Bible Quiz D (John 2:-11)
Just for Kids: Across: 1. wind, 4. speak, 5.
rest, 7. heaven, 8. fire, 9. tongue, 10. day,
12. Pentecost; Down: 2. disciples, 3. separated, 6. suddenly, 7. house, 11. sound.

We were fortunate to have Pastor Culver
there for part of the weekend. Emily Oliver,
Special Dates in June
while still battling cancer, is still performing
• Ascension of the Lord—2nd
her duties as president. She will be going to
the National Convention in Peoria this month,
• Pentecost—12th
God willing.
On the home front we had Ladies Day
Out for lunch at the Macaroni Grill on Saturday, May 21st. As always, those who attended
had a great time being together.
On May 29th we hosted a reception for
our confirmands: Taryn Constable, Nixon
Shavers, and Wesley Williams.

•

Flag Day—14th

•

Trinity Sunday—19th

•

First Day of Summer—22nd

Christ Lutheran has done a great job
with Mite contributions these past years. Special thanks to all who so generously contribute
to further God’s Kingdom.
Our sister in Christ, Velda Schmeer, 88,
passed into the church triumphant on May 5th.
Velda was from Trinity in Monroe, a member
of LWML for almost 50 years and a very dear
friend to all of us.
Melissa Meeks and Judy Bartz will be
going to the National Convention this month.
They look forward to seeing former memberSharon Mills, and her sister Diane, at the convention.
Our next meeting will be in August and
in the meantime, we continue collecting our
Mites and providing food once a month to the
Grace Home.
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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SERVANTS FOR JUNE 2011
Sunday, June 5
BIRTHDAYS

Elders-Mack McKinley & Mike Reeves

June 1—Dick Patterson

Ushers –Phillip Feibel & Chris Reeves

June 3—Blake Bissell

Greeters –Bob & Joan Holland

June 7—Corbyn Maguire

Reader—Mike Holland

June 7—Reece Maguire

Acolytes –Aaron Reeves & Nixon Shavers

June 9—Amanda Newkirk

Altar—Terri Holland & Lori Culver

June 9—Sue Oppliger

Nursery –Andy Culver & Shannon Anderson

June 10—Cecil Odom
June 12—Madelyn Clark

Sunday, June 12

June 17—Madison Foss

Elders -Mack McKinley & Mike O’Connor

June 17—Cheyenne Gramm

Ushers -Phillip Feibel & Mike Holland

June 18—Mariel Taylor

Greeters -Bob & Joan Holland

June 20—Clinton White

Reader—Melissa Meeks

June 23—Beth Culver

Acolytes –Andy Culver & Taryn Constable

June 23—Joan Holland

Altar—Judy Bartz & Marie Carlson

June 24—Diane Soderstrom

Nursery –Aaron Reeves & Chris Reeves

June 26—Mike Holland
June 27—Eli Conradi

Sunday, June 19

June 27—Merlin Hanson

Elders-Mack McKinley & Mike Reeves

June 27—Philip Moorehead, Sr.

Ushers -Phillip Feibel & Ben Bull

June 30—Jeanette Joiner

Greeters -Bob & Joan Holland
Reader—Lori O’Connor

ANNIVERSARIES

Acolytes –Phillip Moorehead, Jr. & Shannon
Anderson

June 1—Bill & Joan Marshall

Altar—Melissa Meeks & Lori O’Connor

June 7—Clint & Laura Bowman

Nursery –Nixon Shavers & Ben Culver

June 24—J.C. & Phyllis Barnett
FLOWERS

Sunday, June 26

June 5— By Bernie and Glenda Conradi given to the
Glory of God

Elders -Mack McKinley & Mike Holland
Ushers -Phillip Feibel & Bill Marshall

June 12—Mike & Terri Holland for Madelyn Clark’s
Birthday.

Greeters -Bob & Joan Holland
Reader—Judy Bartz

June 19 -–Mike & Terri Holland for Chris Holland’s
Heavenly Birthday.

Acolytes –Madison Foss & Zachary Gramm

June 26 -Bernie & Glenda Conradi for Eli Conradi’s
Birthday

Altar—Rene’ Reeves & Sue Meyer
Nursery—Aaron Reeves & Matthew Holland
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AND THE BUILDING CONTINUES ON . . . . .

The above photos show the insulation and siding going on.

Here are front windows.

Shots of the interior frame work. (Birds-eye shots taken by Brian Carlson.)
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Jesus loves . . .
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation from
God concerning His plan of salvation for
the whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue
in our relationship with the very Word
made flesh—Jesus Christ.

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved 2000 years ago when Jesus
said from the cross, “It is finished.” The
Holy Spirit applies that to each of us
through the gift of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of Holy

Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected
with these elements. God comes to us
with His promises of grace, forgiveness
and new life. Faith receives the blessings
bestowed in and through these means of
grace!

Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with
all people. Christ Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His
disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he
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said that when he was weak then was He
strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners—saved only by God’s grace
alone.

New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted
to Him. Having received salvation as a
gift, our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Christ
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People.
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