Serving God by Serving People
The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for Christ,
and celebrating God's
Love.
Perry Culver, Pastor
Tel: 318-868-5778
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net
Web:
www.christlutheranlcms.org
Newsletter Staff
Editor: Joan Holland

July 2010

Christ Lutheran Welcomes
Twelve New Members!
In mid-June we were
truly blessed to welcome into
the Christ Lutheran Church
family, twelve new members.
Each family unit was presented
a gift from the congregation
and honored with a reception right after services. It was a happy morning for everyone and we know if you haven’t already met all these
folks, you’ll make a point to do so next Sunday.
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New Members (L to R) Anna Holt, Tommy Festervan, Dona Festervan, Tammy Festervan Meshell, Dayna Meshell, Mark Meshell, Cheyenne Meshell, Dickie MacMurray (Pastor Culver) Lauren Estep, Mary
Allmon, Teri Jenkins and Nicholas Allmon.

VBS - A Week of Fun for All Ages!
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ACTIVITY NIGHT!

Welcome Visitors

This month’s Activity Nights are scheduled for July Recently, we were blessed to have the following
12th and 26th. You just can’t beat these nights for
visitors worship with us:
great food, and great fun. If you haven’t come to
Marcus & Rebecca Cooper, Shreveport
one yet, you’ll be pleasantly surprised at how delightful it can be. Things start up at 6 p.m.—come
L.R. Antwine, Shreveport
on out for an evening of laughs and relaxation.
Dale & Donna Allison, Henderson, TX

Ladies, Are You Ready for

Glen Grefe, Shreveport
Kaylor & D’kar Mayes, Shreveport

Another Luncheon Out?
We hope so, cause one is being planned at
Fertitta’s (home of the famous ―Muffy‖sandwich) on
Saturday, July 24th at 12:30 p.m. The address is
1124 Fairfield Avenue and if you have any questions
at all, just call Dottie McIntosh at 798-3660. We
had a great turn out at our last luncheon at the Macaroni Grille (see photos on page 25) and we hope to
see you at Fertitta’s (a Shreveport landmark). There
will be a sign up sheet in the Narthex, so be sure to
put your name down on the list.

Russell, Diana & Amber Kerklin, Bossier
City
Remember these Projects this Summer
Dress for Success Program
Personal Hygiene Items for VA Patients
Knit & Crochet Lap Blanket Ministry
Clipping Coupons for the Military

Honesty & Integrity Award Presented to
Christ Lutheran’s Youth!

Congratulations to Taylor Foss and Matthew Holland who were honored on Monday,
June 28th by the Sunset Masonic Lodge #428 by being awarded their Honesty & Integrity
Award. This award is honoring outstanding youth who have displayed strong religious, moral
values and service values. They were nominated for being outstanding citizens, youth and in
part for their work with the (forget-me-not ministry) elephants for Shriners’ pediatric patients.
We’d like to thank Diane Soderstrom for informing us of this exciting award for these
deserving young people.
Note: Taylor’s sister Kristin also received this award a few years ago. Great huh?
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Lutheran’s For Life
Chapter 312
The LFL will be giving out baby bottles for our annual drive for the Crisis Pregnancy Center. This
year we will be collecting the bottles back (filled with your donations) from July 4th through Labor Day.
The funds we collect will be partially matched by Thrivent. Please pray for the success of this outreach
ministry. We ask that you take one baby bottle per family. Of course if you want more to fill, feel free to
get another!
Our next meeting will be on Sunday, July 11 at 2 p.m. Our president Lewanna Castanes and her
husband Johnny attended our ground breaking and we thank them for their love and support.
Our next fund raiser will be later in the year—A Spaghetti Take Out at Immanuel. Be sure to
watch your monthly calendars.
==========================================================================

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE
BETHESDA Chapter 7
On June 11th Emily Oliver and I traveled to the Good Samaritan Bethesda Campus in Cypress, TX.
We met with other members of the auxiliary and it was good to share with one another again.
The campus was full of activities—the day program had 82 in attendance. We took a tour and
watched them playing baseball on the ―Wi‖ game—thus using the game to help with their motor skills.
Another group was eating lunch and others were clipping coupons. We all received a lot of hugs and
smiles from the clients.
The auxiliary chapters were all meeting for two reasons: First, to consider merging with the Good
Shepherd of the West auxiliaries, and Second, to have our annual meeting at that time. It was decided not
to merge with the Good Shepherd auxiliaries at this time and keep our own identity.
We did vote that all money raised would go toward supporting all spiritual outreaches.
After a devotion by Pastor David Cecil, we voted on officers for the Governing Board: Hilda
Berge, Executive Secretary, Waltine Tucek, Treasurer, Judy Bartz, Vice President and Jan Case, Secretary.
A delightful young woman, Cindy Cummings, spoke with us. She is the Regional Mission Advancement Counselor for Bethesda Lutheran Communities. She has great ideas and was full of enthusiasm. They are presently working on a Golf Tournament in Houston to raise funds for the campus. Plans
are to make the campus into a ranch atmosphere and to buy land for another facility.
Look for more news in the fall and please keep your Campbell Coupons coming in.

Judy Bartz
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Greetings in the name of the Lord!
Something BIG is about to happen! It’s the 2010 Convention
in Houston, Texas. The Missouri Synod will be holding national elections, and voting on issues that will affect the future of the Church. This truly
will be a historical convention. What will be missing that has been present in other church
denominations is the issue of ordaining homosexual/lesbian pastors. I’m proud to say that this is not an issue that
will be coming up to vote. We hold the Holy Scriptures to be the Word of God, inerrant and infallible. This issue is
very clearly defined in the Bible. What will be at stake in the Convention is how will the Missouri Synod operate in
the future. Will there even be a Missouri Synod in the future. I say this because one of the issues that will come up
is whether or not we change the name of the Missouri Synod. The church will also be voting on how the church is
structured and organized. What effect will this have on Christ Lutheran? Probably not much, but for the church as a
whole, it will be big. To kind of tickle your ear, the Missouri Synod may restructure into fewer districts. The Southern District could see a lot of changes. Why would redistricting be important? Well technology exists today that
allows video conferencing from church offices instead of having to travel to New Orleans. This would greatly reduce costs and allow duplicated overhead costs to be lowered and spread out over a greater area. The Southern district, as well as many districts, has to try to do more with less money.
Another change in the restructuring is how often the convention is held. Instead of meeting every 3 years, it may be
moved to 4 years, maybe even 5 years. This would actually bring a large savings to the national budget. My personal opinion on this issue is that waiting one more year shouldn’t hurt anything. The cost of the convention is expensive. If we have to wait 3 years to vote on an issue, waiting 1 more year is not that big of an issue.
Another issue that I’m still playing out in my head is the restructuring of the voting process. The number of delegates (or votes) will be reduced to about half. What this would mean is that the Shreveport area would have a reduced say in what goes on. On one half of this, the argument can be made that this is true for all other areas as well
(which is true), but our representative may live in New Orleans instead of Natchitoches or Shreveport. I know we
will survive under either system. What is good about reducing the delegates from roughly 1,200 to 600 would be a
reduction in expenses for holding the convention. The Missouri Synod pays only 600 hotel bills, food, and less for a
smaller convention room than for the current convention size.
What is behind all this change? Well, I attribute it to two issues. The first issue is a change in technology that calls
for and allows great flexibility in making decisions and the ease of having meetings instantly. The business world
has adapted to these changes and these can also be used in the national and district levels to bring efficiency to the
way we conduct business. What is the second issue, well I used the word efficiency,… well that means saving
money. A lot of the changes will bring huge cost saving to how we operate. We are constrained to how we do business by our constitution and the convention wants to overhaul the constitution so that we can operate better, faster,
and cheaper. Both the National budget and district budgets have been decreasing, and we could be operating for a
lot less. If your family takes a pay cut, then you have to reduce your expenses. Under our current system, a lot of
our expenses cannot be reduced under the current constitution and government structure. When you take a pay cut,
something has got to go and that is where we are as we enter the 2010 Convention.

What does this mean for Christ Lutheran, well not much, but it could allow greater services from the district, or holding on to services that we have be receiving. But as far as life at Christ Lutheran, we will continue to worship and praise God. Whatever takes place, we must remember that God is still in control and
that we are saved by faith, not governance.
Yours in Christ!
Pastor Perry Culver
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Two score and ten. Half a century. Five decades. Over the hill. Older than
dirt. 50 years old!! Yikes!! Who would’ve ever thought I’d make it this far?
Certainly not me, that’s for sure. But then again, I’m sure that each of you that
have had the wonderful pleasure of making it to this point in your lives has
thought the same thing at one time or another. It’s just that it’s kind of hard to imagine that back when I
was ―foot loose and fancy free,‖ better known as my teenage years, never in my wildest dreams would I
have thought I’d live to see the ripe old age of 50. But now, guess what? I’m here!
I know, I know. Those of you who are calling me a ―young whipper-snapper‖ think I’m making a much
bigger deal out of this than I probably should. And you’re probably right, but it’s just that 50 is one of
those numbers that jumps out at you like a sore thumb. There wasn’t any way that my wife Terri was going
to let this birthday slip by under the radar, so to speak.
We’ve both gotten to the point in our lives where our birthdays are usually spent with our kids and grandkids and that’s just about it. The way the years fly by these days, it seems like only a few months ago when
we weren’t celebrating my 49th!
I guess I should fill you in on just how this article is being written, or better yet, when. Right now, it’s
about 6:00 PM on Saturday, June 26, and I’m being led to believe that I’m being taken to dinner with my
immediate family and some ―out of town‖ company. I’ve been trying to pry information out of just about
anyone and everyone who’s called to express birthday greetings, trying to find out just what the plans are
for tonight. I’m ―guessing‖ that there’s more to the story than just a simple night out with friends and family but I’m playing the fool all along. (a part I’m extremely good at, if I say so myself!) I guess I’ll learn
more in just a couple hours……
…..and now, as the late Paul Harvey used to say, here’s the REST of the story!
I was told that since Terri and Lori Culver had altar guild duties this weekend, we needed to go by the
church and take care of it prior to going over to the restaurant for my ―surprise dinner.‖ I’m already suspicious but more than willing to play along because, after all, folks have gone out of their way to celebrate
my big day!
So, we start driving across the Shreveport/Barksdale Bridge and the only car I see in the parking lot is Pastor Culvers’ van. While all along I’ve been thinking that the real party is going to be at the church, I’m all
of a sudden starting to question my own suspicions! Where is everybody? How could this happen? Not on
my 50th birthday? It can’t be, it simply cannot be!
So, we pull into the east breezeway to drop off some Forget-Me-Not ministry supplies. Terri has me unload
the heavy Rubbermaid tub and roll it into the Fellowship Hall so she can find Lori and begin setting up
communion for Sunday. Only,,,, there is a familiar aroma in the air. BARBECUE and EGG ROLLS! My
favorites!!
It happened! I was truly surprised and I couldn’t have been happier! Or as Sally Field famously said during one of her Oscar winning acceptance speeches, ―You like me, you REALLY like me‖!!
It was a night to top all nights as far as I was concerned. I got to see some folks I hadn’t seen in quite a long
time. My kids made a special slide show presentation for me that brought back a ton of memories and more
than a few tears. (I miss you Chris!)
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Continued next page >>>

But perhaps the highlight of the evening was when I had the opportunity to dance with Ms Daisy Heitner.
I’m not much of a dancer but she made me feel like Fred Astaire. Ms Daisy, Thank You for one of the
best birthday presents a guy could ask for!
Thank you to all of you who made my special night possible. It was truly a night I’ll never forget! I’d like
to extend my sincere appreciation to my mother- in- law Joanne Proctor, Marie Carlson, Judy Bartz and
Jan Shavers for putting on a first class party. I’m sure the 100 plus folks who attended were equally impressed with their efforts. I know I was!
But there wouldn’t have been a party had my wonderful wife Terri, not gotten the ball rolling. Thank you
sweetie! I love you!
I’d like to also take this opportunity to say ―Thank You‖ to all who responded so favorably to my ―Fathers
Day‖ article last month. It’s always nice to know that folks get a kick out of something you’ve done and
I’m no different. So again, Thanks!
Thank you for allowing me the opportunity to serve as your congregational chairman. I will always do my
best to serve Him better!
Mike Holland

Building Committee Update
1. Obtained Voters Assembly approval to sign contract with Comprehensive General Contractors to begin construction
immediately.
2. Mike went with representatives of Comprehensive to meet with city officials at the Metropolitan Planning Commission
and Zoning Board.
3. Hearing on zoning change will be on August 11, 2010. We will be requesting a variance from the current I-1 (light industrial) to B-3 (general)
4. Work began on site prep the day after congregational approval.
Building expected to be completed before Thanksgiving.
Mike Holland, BLL Chairman

Don’t forget to fill out and
turn in your Building Fund
Envelopes each Sunday or
Wednesday. The Fund is
growing with your help—but
more will be needed. Thanks
for your help and God Bless!
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Funds are coming together for the Nat’l Youth Gathering. The car wash and
other recent fundraisers raised over $700 to help take care of any more unexpected expenses. We should have lots to share with you all in next month’s issue.
As you can see by the photos on this page and on page 15, the Youth Group has
been very busy, as usual.
Car Wash!

VBS

Madison Foss’ Confirmation Day

Sister, Taylor singing during the
service to honor Madison. A
sweet family affair.
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Our July Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Pat Wibben—2

Jim & Sigrid Reeves—4

Lori Culvrr—3

Allen & Dora Richard—5

Sandra Hanson—5

Bernie & Glenda Conradi—14

Nina Fertitta—9
Mike O’Connor—11
Lyle Anderson—12
Britt Endsley—13

Robin Constable—20
Christopher Reeves—27

Matthew Holland—14 Jeff Foss—28
Marilyn Leavitt—15
Mack McKinley—17
Madison Cooley—18

Brenda Brecht—31
Bill Marshall—31

Laura Bowman—20

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz, Marie Carlson,
Dashir, Eloise Culver, Lanny Culver, Kathy Gregio, Merlin Hanson, Gene & Bernice Heppner, Brenda
Humphries, Jerry Joiner, Sylvia Ladage, Marilyn Leavitt, Warren Manchester, Ceil Manning, Jeff &
Marilyn Meeks, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie Purser, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Jonathan Reeves,
Alan Richard, Tex Rushton, Amanda Sparks, Marilyn Symmank, Sheila Taylor, Pat Wibben, Lewis
Wiist, and Dot Wilkening.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
James Schumaker
Jennifer Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
Mike Reeves

Raul Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jeff Kidwell .
Brandon McCall
Shelton Feibel, Jr.

What you are is Go’s gift to you;
What you make of yourself is your gift to God.
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Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Sunday School Scoops

Snap, Crackle, Pop—wait, that’s not right! Zip—Zap—Zoom for Jesus on Planet Zoom. A week full
of fun. We sang, heard Bible stories, made crafts. Then, we ate them—the snacks not the crafts!
Every night started with a fine meal prepared by our Queen Bees. From pre-school through adults—68
were in attendance at this year’s VBS. We had 16 new children join us as a result of our Youth distributing
flyers in the surrounding neighborhoods. Thank you, what would we do without our youth. We raised
$180.00 for the youth gathering in New Orleans later this month. Since this offering contest ended in a tie,
both boys and girls will enjoy an ice cream party! YUM! So many people helped make this VBS a huge success. Thank you, everyone!
Now, with summer in full swing, we have the fall to look forward to. Our Sunday School teachers and
children are excited about our new church home—we bet all of you are too!

God’s Blessing to all,
Sharon Odom, Education Director
*****
A Quartet made up of Judy Bartz, Matt Holland, Joan Holland and Mike Holland joined to sing
the song “Because He Lives” in honor of Father’s Day. Irma Mecom graciously consented
to accompany us. Thanks Irma.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION
PUZZLE ANSWERS
DAUGHTERS OF
CHRIST

overwhelming message of the declaration is that it’s okay to disagree with the government.‖

A pastor, Dr. William H.
Stewart, Sr., of the First InstituThis past month we were priviJust for Kids: ―You are my tional Baptist Church, summarized
leged to host the Confirmation
friends if you do what I com- the general consensus with these
reception for Madison Foss.
words: ―It is one of the greatest
mand.‖
There was a nice turn out for
documents that has every been
Madison’s wonderful day.
=================== written about people seeking freedom from an oppressive power.‖
On June12th we had a very
July Special Dates
nice ―Ladies Day Out luncheon at
While political and personal
the Macaroni Grille. There were
======================== freedoms are not the equivalent of
19 of us who attended and enjoyed
spiritual freedom in Christ, they
4th—Independence
Day
some really scrumptious food.
are blessings that should be availWe even had some ladies pop in
++++++++++++++++++++++++ able to all. Jesus, after all identiafter attending other functions and
fied himself as one coming to
it was nice to see them take the
―proclaim release to the captime to come by. What great fel- America’s Powerful Document tives‖ (Luke 4:18).
lowship!
*****
One of the few remaining
The Mite Box offerings for
copies of the Declaration of IndeMay were a bit down but the ofpendence was put on display a few
fering for June was up over $100. years ago in Phoenix. A reporter
Thanks and God Bless your dona- for The Arizona Republic asked 11
tions.
citizens why the document was
still relevant today. Here is a
Make plans to join us for our
summary of their comments: ―It
meeting on Sunday, August 1st.
is like a Bible that has been in the
A light lunch will be served.
family for generations.‖ ―It is one
Sharon Mills and Judy Bartz
of the world’s most precious docutraveled to Trinity Lutheran in
ments.‖ ―It is a living breathing
Monroe on June 2 for a salad sup- document with basic values underper and meeting of their LWML. lying it.‖ ―It began with some
What a joy to be able to share fun rabble-rousers who believed we
and fellowship with these sisters
should be free, that we should be
in Christ.
able to choose our own destiny.‖
The document is very much alive.
It’s organic. It is not archival material. It’s real.‖ ―I think the
Bible Quiz: A
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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SERVANTS FOR JULY

Sunday—July 4

Sunday—July 11

Elders—Philip Moorehead/Brian Carlson

Elders—Philip Moorehead/Mack McKinley

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Ben Culver

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Mike Holland

Greeters—Terri & Matt Holland

Greeters—Terri & Matt Holland

Reader—Mike Holland

Reader—Melissa Meeks

Acolytes—Nick Allmon/Aaron Reeves

Acolytes—Andy Culver/Nixon Shavers

Nursery—Phil Moorehead, Jr./Matt Holland

Nursery—Aaron Reeves/Chris Reeves

Altar—Lori Culver/Terri Holland

Altar—Judy Bartz/Marie Carlson

Flowers—Given by Dickie MacMurray;

Flowers—Given by Bernie & Glenda Conradi in honor of
their anniversary; Amanda Jacobe’s Birthday; Jim
Jacobe’s Birthday; Leonard Service’s Birthday.

Jim & Sigrid Reeves in honor of their Anniversary

Sunday—July 18

Sunday– July 25

Elders—Philip Moorehead/Jerry Bartz

Elders—Philip Moorehead

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Mike O’Connor

Ushers—Phillip Feibel/Chris Reeves

Greeters—Terri & Matt Holland

Greeters—Terri & Matt Holland

Reader—Lori O’Connor

Reader– Chris Reeves

Acolytes—Taryn Constable//Matt Holland

Acolytes—Shelby Carlson/Madison Foss

Nursery –Nick Allmon/Ben Bull

Nursery—Wesley Williams/Matt Holland

Altar—Melissa Meeks/Lori O’Connor

Altar –Sue Meyer/Rene’ Reeves

Flowers –Given by Mike & Terri Holland in honor of son
Matthew’s Birthday.

Flowers—Given by Mike & Rene’ Reeves in honor of Son
Chris’ Birthday.

Do not feel totally, personally, irrevocably responsible for everything. That’s my job.
- God
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Ladies Luncheon at Macaroni Grille

Congregation Meeting June 13th

During this meeting the members voted to spend the money to get started on Phase 1 (a) of the new building and
members also signed up to help with ―sweat equity‖ by painting the interior walls, floor and helping with the
landscaping. Phil Moorehead did a great job of presenting the motion and explaining to the group what needed
to be done and about when.

Latest Youth Trip to Shriners and to Hand Out More Forget-me-not ―Elephants to the Patients.
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Jesus loves . . .

D

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to be
the inspired, inerrant and infallible Word of
God. We hold the Old and New Testaments to be a special revelation from God
concerning His plan of salvation for the
whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue in
our relationship with the very Word made
flesh—Jesus Christ.

Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to be
active and present in the water of Holy
Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected with
these elements. God comes to us with His
promises of grace, forgiveness and new
life. Faith receives the blessings bestowed
in and through these means of grace!

Holy Spirit Heeding!

Love Sharing!

Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him; but
the Holy Spirit has called us by the Gospel,
enlightened us with His gifts, sanctified
and keeps us in the true faith. We were
saved 2000 years ago when Jesus said from
the cross, ―It is finished.‖ The Holy Spirit
applies that to each of us through the gift of
faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Christ Lutheran Church is here to
make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in love,
however necessary, and by using the gifts
of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of
the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said
that when he was weak then was He strong.
We understand we are poor, miserable
sinners—saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our response is to uphold the Ten Commandments, to ―love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind,‖ and ―love your
neighbor as yourself.‖ At Christ Lutheran
Church we are reminded by this simple
phrase: Serving God, Serving People.
(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreveport., LA
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