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Serving God by Serving People

Christ Lutheran Welcomes New Member
The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for
Christ, and celebrating
God's Love.

Christ Lutheran extends a
warm welcome to John
Jackson who was brought
into membership via Baptism on May 31st. As part
of our church family, we
want him to feel at home
with all of us as soon as
possible. So, don’t hesitate
to go up to him and introduce yourselves. Let’s all
do our part to make him
feel at home in his new
church home.

Perry Culver, Pastor
Event Hot Line: 688-7463
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net
Web:
www.christlutheranlcms.org

Newsletter Staff
Editor: Joan Holland

Little Shawn Corbin Whitlock Baptized
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On June 21st, Pastor
Culver had the pleasure of Baptizing
Shawn Corbin
Whitlock, little son of
Shaw & Rhea and
grandson of Betty &
Mike Long. Can’t
forget “big sister”
Promise who is pretty
proud of her new little brother.
God’s blessings to
you all!

Christ Lutheran Hosts Reception for New Member and New Grads

Clark Family Welcomes New Daughter
On June 12th at
11:51 a.m., Madelyn
Grace Clark came
into the world, much
to the delight of parents Kimberly and
Daniel—as well as
Big Sister, Allye.
Also delighted were
grandparents, Mike
and Terri Holland and a multitude of family members and friends! They
are all now looking forward to her day of Baptism—what a blessed little
girl.
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2009 SOUTHERN DISTRICT CONVENTION
The Southern District Convention has met and ended as of June 20, 2009. It was an uneventful convention
which I think was good. President Schultz was re-elected as President of the Southern District. The convention voted to restructure the District by creating 4 regions and reworking the corporate structure. We now
have four Vice Presidents instead of one. The First Vice President is Rev. Ted Richter (former V.P. when we
had only one.) The Second Vice President is Rev. Dave Buss; the Third Vice President is Circuit Five’s own
Rev. John Karle; and the Fourth Vice President is Rev. Dohr. Due to Rev. Karle’s new position, he had to
step down as Circuit Counselor, and the new Circuit Counselor is Rev. Perry Culver.

Item’s worth noting is a possible restructuring of the Missouri Synod according to the Blue Ribbon Task
Force on Synod Structure and Governance (BRTFSSG). These proposals are wide-ranging and could significantly change the character of our synod. The approval process therefore calls for serious deliberation on the
part of all of us. More information can be found online at www.lcms.org/lcmsfuture.

One item that was discussed is possibly changing the name from Missouri Synod to a name that better reflects
the Synod’s boundaries. This sounds great! But my concern is over the cost of having all church constitutions, State charters, church signs, cornerstones, letterheads, business cards, envelopes, etc.... It might be
cheaper to advertise who we are rather than to make all the changes.
*****

Lutheran Hour Ministries (www.lhm.org)

PROJECT CONNECT
FREE Take One!

In our narthex you will find a new display filled with booklets on various
topics. The booklets have been designed to meet the needs of today’s adults and
families. Please feel free to stop and visit the display today!

Several titles covered have been topics on radio and television programs produced by Lutheran Hour
Ministries. To help support our booklet ministry you will find offering envelopes located on the display.
Please place the envelope in the offering basket.

Check out all the different topics!!!
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Phonics

Our Teachers’ Meeting was held on June
28th after service. Rally Day events and outside acAfter a short break, the Phonic classes started tivities were discussed. More on this in next month’s
up again on July 1st at 5:30 p.m. We were asked by newsletter.
the parents to offer this program during the summer
Due to “old Arthur” (arthritis) Merlin Hanson
months and we are happy to be able to offer them a
6-week summer session. We will then take a has not been able to play his guitar during openings
The members have missed his presence
month’s break and start back up in September. We lately.
feel offering this program to the children in our com- along side Mack McKinley on Sunday mornings and
we hope he’ll be able to join him in making
munity is a wonderful outreach.
“beautiful music” soon.
We’d again like to thank our faithful teach***
ers who make these classes possible. They are:
Mary List, Holly List, Melissa Meeks and Judy
Extra News Items
Bartz. And, our wonderful substitute teachers are
Lori O’Connor and Vickey Rath.
>>>>> We’re told that Pastor Rod and Vera Loose
will be visiting with the Bartz’ over the July 4th
Central Christian Church continues to allow
weekend. We hope they have the time during their
us to offer this program at their facility on Bert
visit to come to church that Sunday. It would be
Kouns and we feel blessed to be able to do so. Some
great to see them again.
of the Central members drop in from time to time to
see us all in action. They even bring us coffee— >>>>> Former member, Alita Mueller sends her
ha—I guess they figure we need it!
blessings to all her Shreveport friends. Judy and
Jerry were able to visit with her while they were va***
cationing in Milwaukee a few weeks ago..

Education

>>>>> Judy and Jerry thank God for keeping them
It’s
always wonderful to see so many in safe during their recent auto accident in Dallas. A
Sunday School and church on a regular basis! Wow! semi smashed the side of their car but fortunately
they were spared any injury. They thank all for the
On June 7th we had 79 in S.S. attendance.
prayers and concerns.
Some of the materials for the summer are a
little different than other seasons, but the message of >>>>> Even though we mourned with Doc WibJesus Christ is always present. The children really ben’s family upon his sudden death, we were blessed
love their teachers—the smiles and hugs are so re- to be able to be with his wife, Pat, and children Nick,
Jill and Kelley and their families.
warding.
We loved being able to catch up on the activities of the family of our former Pastor, Mike Welmer
and reminiscing about happier times.

Thanks to Philip Moorehead for filling in for
me in my class while I was on vacation. Also,
thanks to Rene’ Reeves for taking care of the Openings—and—Dottie McIntosh has graciously been
counting the S.S. offerings each Sunday. As you can
see, it takes good team work to keep things running
smoothly.
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May God bless all of the Wibben, Brennan
and Welmer families and bring them comfort during
the weeks and months ahead.

Lately, I have received many questions regarding “sin” and where did
it originate. These are some deep questions, yet the answers are still found in the Bible. First of all, we
need to define what is sin. Alfred W. Koehler, in Light From Above (CPH), defines sin as: “Sin is doing
what God forbids, or failing to do what He commands. It is rebellion against God.”

The Bible tells us in 1 John 3:4, “Everyone who makes a practice of sinning
also practices lawlessness; sin is lawlessness.” Koelher goes on to say
“Every transgression of the Law, great or small, known or unknown, in
thought, word, and deed, is sin.” Wow, doesn’t this statement sound a lot
like our Confession and Absolution? Well, we are there to confess our sins!
Sin is not a part of God or His will. We are always to refrain from sin. A
little sin is just as deadly as a huge sin! The bad thing about sin is that we were born with it. Ever since the
fall of man in the Garden of Eden, sin has been a part of our lives. David wrote in Psalm 51:5, “Surely I
was sinful at birth sinful from the time my mother conceived me.” This type of sin is called “natural sin”
and we all have it.” But where did this come from? As I stated before, sin entered our lives through Adam
and Eve who broke the one law that God gave us. Paul wrote in Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man [Adam], and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned— 13 for before the law was given, sin was in the world.” These lead to another question,
“Why would God create sin?” or another question “Why did God create the Tree of Knowledge?” Koelher
writes “The answer is that He didn’t create sin, Satan did! Sin did not originate with God or with man. The
devil was the first to sin, and he brought sin into the world.”

Everything God created in the beginning was good and was created according to His will. It is the devil
who rebelled against God. The Bibles states: “Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of
the devil,” (1 John 3:8 ESV). What God created was “Good”. Sin, or rebellion, came from the devil.
There will always be questions about why does there have to be evil or sin in the world. Going back to the
beginning, Man was tempted by the devil as found in Genesis 3:1-7. Many people like to ask “Why did
God create the Tree of Knowledge in the first place?” I would like to dig a little deeper and ask would sin
have existed if God did not create the Tree of Knowledge? Think about that, because that is a deep question. I tell you yes! The Devil was already a fallen angel. Sin already existed in the world through the
actions of the Devil and all his fallen angels. But let’s get back to the Tree. Eve sinned when she doubted
God, which was right before she ate the fruit. It is the Devil that asked the question “Did God really say,
‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” He tempted her to doubt God and sin entered mankind!
We didn’t need the tree, the Devil was coming with one purpose in mind, to cause us to doubt. Eve
doubted and took a bite. We too are no better. We call ourselves Christians, yet we sin on a daily basis,
thus eating the fruit daily.
We all are sinners. But God is a God of compassion and love. He is also a God with a plan. That plan is
Jesus Christ. In 1 John, chapter 2, “My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He
is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world.” Wow!
God loves us and rescues us through Jesus! There’s the Gospel!
Pastor Culver
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It’s time to start packing up those boxes. Time to start picking and choosing what
will and what won’t be making the move with us to our brand new building! (Wait,,,
is he serious?) Actually, no, not really. But it won’t be long when that time actually
arrives. There’s just been so much activity with your Real Estate Committee here
lately that it seems we’re almost ready to throw open the doors of the newest, neatest, “bestest” Lutheran church in
north Louisiana!
However, speaking for those of us who had the “pleasure” of moving almost 50 years worth of “treasures” from the
Our Savior building to the storage facility last summer, I can unequivocally state that I’m more than ready to let
someone else have MY fun this go ‘round! With any luck at all, we’ll have quite a few more folks pitching in this
time though. (I hope and pray!)
Actually, I AM being a bit premature with using the “moving” theme in this month’s article. We probably have
close to a year (less I hope!) before we’ll be ready to occupy our new facility near the I-49 and Inner Loop exchange. But now is the time to start thinking about these kinds of things. We will be building a brand new facility
to meet our new community’s existing needs and we need to be smart about what we keep. Of course, the other
side of “keeping” things is “discarding” things. And by “discarding”, I don’t mean just throwing things away unnecessarily. I’m mainly interested in what we can do to help lighten another congregation’s load along the way if at
all possible. Especially since we’ve combined two congregations into one, there might be ample supply of duplicated materials that are just begging to be used by another congregation in need.
Of course, there will be some items that are just not useable anymore and they need to be “chunked”. We had the
best of intentions on that last day of moving the Our Savior “treasures” that we wouldn’t take up valuable storage
space with junk. But, as I’ve mentioned several times in this article, what is one persons junk is another persons’
treasure. So, we’re paying to store about 15 artificial Christmas trees that range in age from 2 years to that one that
has been handed down since the 1500’s. You know, the one that Martin Luther himself celebrated Christmas under
each year. (Did you know they made artificial trees back then? Me either! It’s amazing the technology those guys
had back then.)*
@@@@@
I’d also like to bring everyone up to date on what’s going on with your Real Estate Committee.
We recently finalized the sale of the Shreveport/Barksdale property to Mr. Jerry Lorant. He will be our landlord
until we are able to move into our new facility.
We also closed on our 5.2 acres of land near the I-49 and Inner Loop exchange. (The actual physical address isn’t
known just yet due to there never having been any structures on it)
We are in the process of arranging for either Pastor Gary Faith or Mr. Gene Menzel (or both) from the Southern
District-LCMS to join us in hosting a workshop on an upcoming Saturday. It is our intention to ask these
gentlemen to provide ideas and other information toward how our new facility can be best utilized by our
new community.
This last point is extremely critical to the future of Christ Lutheran. I feel fairly certain that the vast majority of our
congregation believes that it is imperative that we change the way we do business. We MUST STOP acting like we
are members of an exclusive club and we MUST START acting like we want to follow our Lord’s commands from
Matthew 28: 16-20. We MUST take the great and wonderful message of our Lords saving grace to those that desperately need to hear it.
>>>>> Continued next page
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<<<<< Continued from previous page.

Then and only then will we finally be able to say that we’re living up to the mission statement we ALL
agreed represented the task before us; “Proclaiming the Gospel, Reaching Lives for Christ, and Celebrating
God’s Love!”
I’d like to thank you all once again for allowing me to serve as your congregational chairman. It is an honor
to be in a position to help lead our church at this moment in time. I hope and pray that I am able to serve each
and every one of you in a way that brings honor to Christ Lutheran Church and ultimately our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Please do not hesitate to come to me or any other member of your Board of Lay Leaders
should you have any questions or concerns. After all, that’s why you elected us in the first place!
In service to our Risen Lord,
Mike Holland
*DISCLAIMER; I was just kidding about that 500 year-old artificial Christmas tree!

*****

“Thank You”
To My Christ Lutheran Church Family ——I want to thank you from my whole heart, everything that you have done for me. Taking the
time to bring food, the get-well and thinking of you cards, and most of all, your prayers.
I know that during these hard times, giving to help my family and (me), was not easy. It has
helped us greatly and we surely do appreciate what everyone has done. We can not thank you enough.
God has answered my prayers, by giving us such a wonderful congregation that is thoughtful,
compassionate, and kind. Again I thank you.
Love and miss everyone.
God Bless you all,
Sincerely,
Marie Carlson

*******
Don’t Forget Activity Nights!
Every other Monday throughout each month we gather to play games
and eat great food. We meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 p.m. So, bring
your favorite game or play the ones already at the church, and we guarantee
you a pleasurable evening. We have quite a congenial bunch who play different domino games with “gusto!” But, they are also willing to try out new
games as well. Come on out on July 13 and 27 and add to the fun of the evening. We’ll be looking for you.
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Embers (The Youth): Spread the Fire!

The 30-Hour Famine (lock-in) went very well
(June 5 & 6). The money raised will go to World
Vision. We spent the hours playing games,
drinking lots of liquids, bowling and finally after
the 30th hour, we were able to EAT! We raised
$786 from the famine and that amount can feed
two kids for a year.
There are plans for us to go to Six Flags the
weekend of July 10—12. We plan to have lots
of fun and that shouldn't be hard for our group to
do. We’ll meet at church at 5:30 p.m.
We will go to the Rescue Mission to serve dinner on July 18. Will meet at church at 4 p.m.
We’re looking forward to going back to Shriners on July 7th at 4:45 p.m. and give the patients our “Forget-Me-Not” Elephants and Booklets.
We’ll be going to Party Central on July 24th.
By the way, Christ Lutheran Window Decals are still for sale—so if you’d like to have one (or more) let
one of the Embers know for “free” installation!
*****

Pictured at right, on their Confirmation
Day, (June 7th) were Philip Moorehead, Jr., Andy Culver and Patrick
Shavers with Pastor Culver. The
Daughters of Christ hosted a reception for these young men and presented them with the scrumptious
cake shown. Congratulations to them
all once again! God Bless.
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July Birthdays & Anniversaries!

Pat Wibben—2

Madison Cooley—18

Lori Culver—3

Laura Bowman—20

Sandra Hanson—5

Robin Constable—20

Nina Fertitta—9

Chris Reeves—22

Mike O’Connor—11

Jeff Foss—28

Lyle Anderson—12

Ronnie Randall, Jr.—30

Matt Holland—14

Brenda Brecht—31

Mack McKinley—17

Bill Marshall—31

Jim & Sigrid Reeves—4
Bernie & Glenda Conradi—14

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Shelly Boswell, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del Monte, Kathy Gregio, Bernice Heppner, Brenda
Humphries, Lois Jackson, Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel
Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Terry Scott, Amanda Sparks Ken Stump, Marilyn
Symmank, Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist and Dot Wilkening.
If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.

Pray for Our Church, Our Mission and Pastor Culver
In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn
Shelton Feibel, Jr.

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Our Christian Prayers and Sympathy are extended to . . .
. . . The Wibben, Welmer and Brennan families upon the death of husband and father, Lyle “Doc”
Wibben, this past month. . .
. . . Blessed are they who mourn.
Our Continued Prayers for ALL Christians
and, specifically, for our Lutheran brethren throughout Shreveport-Bossier
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V B S—What a Success!
What fun we all had during a very uplifting week of Vacation Bible School! With Paula
Anderson and Anita Hershberger’s energetic singing—who could stand still! Especially singing all
the theme songs. The Embers (Youth) were everywhere, always helping wherever needed. And, the
children loved them!
Jan Shavers was the “chief cook and bottle washer”! Thanks Jan for all your hard work and
keeping everything flowing smoothly. We didn’t see anyone go away hungry!
We averaged over 20 little ones each evening with a total of 40 people in regular attendance.
Some were from the community and along with the children, grandchildren and friends, all were
well behaved and had a great time.
To the directors, teachers and helpers —thanks for making this year’s VBS such a success. So
many people were involved from donations of money, food and time we cannot name them all for
fear of leaving someone out.
God Bless You All!
[See Glenda Conradi’s wonderful photos on page 15]

*****

“IN BASKET”

To Members of Christ Lutheran:
“The Kurds and Arabs still don’t like each other. This
place is still like it was a few moons ago.
Thanks for the spiritually uplifting cards
God Bless, Mike (Reeves)
Temperature is rising. 105 today!”
LTC Reeves
HHT/3HBCT/ICD
FOB Marez
APO AE 09334
IRAQ
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Daughters of Christ
Summer Luncheon Out
All ladies of Christ Lutheran Church and
their invited guests, are encouraged to participate in our first fellowship event of the year.
Please join us for lunch at the Imperial Cathay
(6359 Youree Drive) at noon on Saturday, July
18. Meals range in price from $6.50 to $7.50
for a variety of menu options. A sign up sheet
is available in the Narthex and in the Fellowship[ Hall. For more information, contact
Melissa Meeks.

Rescue Mission
Christ Lutheran collects the hotel sized personal items such as soap and shampoo for those
who stay at the Shreveport Bossier Rescue
Mission. If you vacation this summer and do
not use the hotel’s guest items, please put them
in a marked basket in the Fellowship Hall.
They will be delivered to the Rescue Mission.
- Sharon Mills
Keep Those Coupons Coming

Thanks for the support of our “Coupons for the
Military” project. So far, we have sent 3 boxes:
Outreach Ministries
2.15 pounds of coupons to Ramstein Air Base
Grace Home
in Germany, 1.14 pounds of coupons to Sigonella Commissary in Italy and 2.11 pounds
Members have an opportunity to serve our
of coupons to Mannheim Commissary in Gercommunity by providing a meal to Grace
many. Please bring unused coupons and place
Home. Grace Home is an inpatient hospice fathem in the box provided on the table in the
cility and the meal if for the family members
Fellowship Hall. Remember, they can be used
staying with the patients. On the fourth Thursuntil 2 months have passed.
day of each month, except November & December, a team of two people provide the fol- It is great to have the coupons cut and trimmed,
lowing items for 16 persons: Sandwich Meat but we can do that if needed. Just remember to
(2 lbs. of ham, turkey, etc); Bread (2 loaves—1 bring them so we may continue to provide this
white & 1 dark); Cheese (2 pkgs. Of 16 slices); service to our military overseas. They deserve
Potato Chips (2 large bags) and Cookies (2
all the help we can give them—it doesn’t cost
large packages). For more information, contact you anything to bring us your coupons!!!!!!
Sharon Mills who will deliver the items.
- Arla Stump
Special Dates in July

Puzzle Answers
•

Just for Kids: Angel of God; Joseph; Naaman;
Abram; Paul; Jesus; crowds; The Israelites;
Moses; Samaritan

Bible Quiz: C (Acts 17:23-26, NRSV.)
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4th—Independence Day!!!!

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Valleys, Mountains, and Plains
In Canaan and neighboring Lands.
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Christ's Vintage
This is the theme for the 2009 Christ Lutheran Wine Tasting. It may seem like a cute idea, but there
is some serious meaning behind this theme.
This year the wine tasting is moving from the holiday season to the early part of September-September 12th to be precise. This date was not chosen at random. September 7th marks the one-year anniversary of the official birth of Christ Lutheran, Shreveport. As such, it seemed fitting that there should be
some sort of annual celebration of this momentous event, and that celebration would need a fitting name.
The word "vintage", while often referring to a particular wine, can also be defined as: "the period of
time when something or someone appeared, began, was born or flourished" and "a group of people or things
that are similar". Therefore, Christ's Vintage is a celebration of our congregation's origins, history and
birth as a unified group of believers.
As we know, Christ said “I am the vine, you are the branches“ (John 15:5),” and anyone who has
read about wine making knows that it is the branch that produces the grapes that become the wine. Therefore, Christ’s Vintage is a celebration of the members of Christ Lutheran as the vintage of the Lord.
For wine lovers, the term “vintage” can be a reference to a particular grape harvest. As Christians,
we know that we have been blessed with the Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26). Therefore, Christ’s
Vintage is a celebration of all the blessings the Lord has given each of us.
As the branches of the Lord’s vine, we know that we can bear much fruit (John 15:1-17). We also
are told that we are to be workers in the Lord’s vineyard, planting seeds so that the Holy Spirit may grow
faith in the hearts of others. We are to harvest these new believers welcoming them into the fellowship of
believers. (John 4:35-38; Luke 10:1-12) Therefore, Christ’s Vintage is also a reminder that we are to
carry the message and love of the Lord into the world so that new branches may be born and provide
the foundation for another generation of Christ’s vintage.
As you contemplate these thoughts, please take time to mark your calendars for September 12, 2009.
We hope you will join us for this fun event and be a part of Christ’s Vintage.

Do you like fun and fellowship?
Then you may be just who we are looking for. This year's wine tasting event is coming up soon and we are
looking for anyone who would like to participate in planning the festivities. You don't have to be a wine expert (or drink it at all); you only have to be interested in making sure that this year's event is as fun as ever.
We will also soon be looking for volunteers to provide snacks or serve drinks for the party. If you are interested in participating in any capacity, please contact Melissa Meeks
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A Week Filled With Fun and Learning—VBS!
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Jesus loves . . .

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to be the
inspired, inerrant and
infallible Word of
God. We hold the Old and New Testaments to
be a special revelation from God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole
world. Bible reading and Bible study are important to us as we continue in our relationship with the very Word made flesh—Jesus
Christ

Lutheran Christians understand that God works
through means. He has chosen to be active and
present in the water of Holy Baptism and the
bread and wine of Holy Communion as His
Word is connected with these elements. God
comes to us with His promises of grace, forgiveness and new life. Faith receives the blessings bestowed in and through these means of New Life Living!
grace.
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed by
Love Sharing!
the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to Him.
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s grace Having received salvation as a gift, our rein Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming sponse is to uphold the Ten Commandments,
love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to “love the Lord your God with all your heart
to share this love with all people. Christ Lu- and with all your soul and with all your mind,”
theran Church is here to make everyone a dis- and “love your neighbor as yourself.” At
ciple of Christ by teaching the Word, adminis- Christ Lutheran Church we are reminded by
tering the Sacraments, by supporting one an- this simple phrase: Serving God, Serving Peoother in love, however
necessary, and by ple
using the gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.
(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreveport,
Cross Embracing!
LA

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by
our own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, our Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy
Spirit has called us by the Gospel, enlightened
us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in
the true faith. We were saved two thousand
years ago when Jesus said from the cross, “It is
finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to each
of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of the
cross. We approach our faith realistically and
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the words of Christ truthfully when He told us
that if the world hated Him and persecuted
Him it would most certainly do the same and
more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this
when he said that when he was weak then was
He strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners — saved only by God’s grace
alone.

