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What a wonderful time the children had performing and— the adults had watching the Christmas Program on
December 18th. The church was filled to the brim with family and friends which made all the hymn singing reverberate from the roof top! What a joyous morning to celebrate
the Lord’s coming birthday!
[See more pictures on Page 2]

More Photos of the Children’s Christmas Program
& the Following Covered Dish Dinner that Followed

At right, Head Elder
Mike Reeves presents
Pastor Culver with the
Congregations Gift to
him and his family.
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Lutherans for Life
Pastor has given our check for
$800 to Thrivent for our matching
funds. We are waiting to get the $1600
back and as soon as we do, we will get
that check over to the Crisis Pregnancy
Center.
Our next meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, January 8th - 2 p.m. at
Immanuel.
“Sanctity of Life” Sunday is January 22th. Let’s remember to keep this
ministry in our prayers.
Have a blessed New Year!

Caring Cart for January 2012
Due to all the hustle and bustle
that December brings, we will leave our
Caring Cart for the Meals on Wheels recipients. We are requesting socks and
lotions. Please fill our cart with these
items so our senior citizens will have
warm feet as well ad hands and feet
that won’t be chapped. Both men and
women socks are needed and any type of
lotion would be good. Thank you for
your support.
Arla Stump

Dress for Success
The Holidays are over and it is back to
business as usual which means we need business attire for women for Dress for Success.
We need suits, jackets, pants, shoes, purses
and other accessories. January is a good time
to check your closets for items you no longer
wear.
Thank you for all your donations in
2011. We look forward to your help in 2012
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PHONICS
Our Phonics Class will resume again on
Monday, January 9th. We had a nice little
party for the children with yummy cupcakes
brought by Emily and Ben’s dad, Tom Nygen.
Mr. Tom has been very faithful in providing
the treats for special occasions.
The children enjoyed their gifts. It’s always fun to see their joy over the little things.

It is with much sadness that we bid
farewell to our friend and organist, Britt Endsley. Britt’s God given musical talents added
to our worship services for many years and
we’d like to thank him for those years.

Good Samaritan—Bethesda Campus
North Auxiliary Chapter 7

God bless you, dear friend and may He
fill your life in the years ahead with even
more of his great blessings. Take care.

Please keep bringing your Campbell
Soup labels to church. As you can see, the
January newsletter is here and we have news
about the plans being made to have a beef tips
and rice luncheon soon. Let’s continue to
reach out our hands in love to God’s special
children. You’re being loved and blessed for it. IN BASKET
Judy Bartz,
VP, Governing Board
Zumba Classes
Had a nice note from Diana Kirklin saying that she has plans to get people to invite
their friends to the classes. She’s planning to
have a morning class designed for the “older”
ladies and making the evening class higher
energy once she gets her “Zumba Gold” license
at the end of the month. Keep checking the
weekly bulletin for the up-to-the-minute-news
in the coming weeks.
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Joan Holland, Ed.

Christmas is always a nice time to hear
from old friends who have moved away like–
The Fugates, Boergers, Newkirks, Ludys, Pastor and Jill Welmer, Pastor and Vera Loose
and many more. We’ve also been blessed by
seeing Melissa Meeks family and Holly List
with new grandbaby!
We also received a sweet note from former member Kari Fugate Clark saying:
“Thanks for keeping me on the newsletter
mailing list! I love keeping up with my church
family in Shreveport and watching everyone’s
kids grow up through the eyes of this great
newsletter!”
Kari also enclosed a nice check to cover
postage for mailing the newsletter to her.
Kari, that was a very sweet thing to do but believe me, it’s our pleasure to have such an interested reader. Happy New Year!

First of all, I want to thank you for all your love and support through the year. I also want to
thank you for your generous gift. The love and support lifts me up more than the gift itself. As your
Pastor, there are many times that I have to make decisions that step on peoples toes. There are times
that it seems all I’m doing is working on problems. It has been a wild year as we have transitioned
from the old location to the new location. Tough decisions had to be made and are still being made.
While the location has changed, our worship service has not. Our focus is still Law and Gospel, focused on what Christ has done for you. My task as your Pastor is to teach you the Scriptures in truth
and purity, but also make it apply to your life today. God never said life would be easy, but he did
promise to be with you and to help you get through it.
There are several hurdles that are currently upon us. The biggest and foremost is our parking
situation. This is a joy, but a concern. The voter’s assembly voted against adding on to the parking
lot. I was not in this part of the meeting, but I should have been. We as a church cannot carry out the
Great Commission effectively if there are no parking spaces. As a word of warning (my son included),
do not park off the parking lot when the ground is wet. YOU WILL GET STUCK! We have had to tow
two cars out so far, one was a visitor (guess who the other was). The question I ask is do you want the
church to grow or stay the same size? We have great momentum through the new building and have
been receiving new visitors and new members. This is about to come to a standstill with the current
parking situation. I ask you to prayerfully consider this joyous crisis and rethink the last vote. This
is the time that we keep the momentum going and step out on faith to build the parking extension.
We have the cash to do it. We need to step out on faith quickly or we will stall. The Board of Lay
Leaders will be meeting and deciding on calling a special voter’s meeting so that we can vote on this
issue again. Several times, we have had the parking lot fully parked with cars parked on the long
driveway (full) and with people parking on Idema. We still have plenty of room in the sanctuary for
people to sit, but are limited by parking. I ask that we all (my family included) try to limit the number of vehicles that we are coming in. I know that sometimes I’ll haves three cars there, with Ben going to work, me getting to church early, and the rest of my family in the other car. What I’m asking is
to consolidate into one car if you can to make more room.
Like I said, this is a great problem to have, and a problem that we can fix with the Lord’s
help. I would like to see us grow and move into two services, but we still will have a parking problem.
Remember that Easter is coming and if it rains, our worship experience will not be as joyous as we
are wanting it to be. Easter is a JOY. Having people go home and elsewhere is our loss. We also need
to remember that money spent on parking directly reduces the cost of our next phase. When we build
phase II, we are required to add more parking. This will effectively reduce our building cost dollar for
dollar, because it is part of the future building project.
I have had many people upset that the issue was voted down, yet they were not at the voter’s
meeting. I want you to know that your vote does count if you are there. I want the people’s voice to be
heard, but I want all the people to speak and vote. Please plan on attending the next voter’s meeting
which will be announced. Let us share the Joy of the Lord!
Lord’s Blessing’s
Pastor Perry Culver
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Dear Friends in Christ,
By the time you read this article, Christmas will be over and the New
Year will have begun. I hope everyone had a safe and joyous Christmas season remembering the birth of our Savior.
So begins another year …
I would like to thank everyone that served on the BLL last year and welcome those that
will be serving this year. I would like to especially thank J.C. Barnett for his dedicated service as Treasurer since we joined our two churches. He did a great job and deserves a lot of
credit for getting everything paid as we got into our new building.
We have a few challenges for the New Year. Number one on the list, as I see it is our
small parking lot; we need some more parking spaces. Number two is to get some sort of
evangelism program started to make sure those new parking spaces are filled every Sunday.
Number three is to figure out some way to have a better class room system.
We have a great new building and we need to let people know about it. The BLL is
working on a sign for the corner of Idema and Linwood to let everyone know where we are.
We should have info on it later this month.
As always, if you have a suggestion, a gripe or want to get involved in some way, talk to
me or any member of the BLL.
Serving the Lord with gladness,
Ken Stump (newly elected chairman)
Board of Lay Leaders

Board Lay Leader Members for 2012
Chairman: Ken Stump
Vice Chairman: Phil Moorehead
Secretary: Joan Holland
Treasurer: Melissa Meeks
Financial Secretary: Mary List:
Members At Large:

Glenda Conradi

Dottie McIntosh

Arla Stump

Dona Festervan

Lori O'Connor
Head Elder: Mike Reeves
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
MITE BOXES WILL BE COLLECTED THE FIRST Sunday and Wednesday of each month.
BUILDING FUND ENVELOPES are available in the Narthex . We’re still collecting these
toward Phase II.
NEWSLETTER DEADLINES are the 20th of each month. By getting all articles and items
for the monthly newsletter turned in as close to that deadline as possible either via
jmhdutch@aol.com or by phone to Joan Holland at 686-6044 helps us get the newsletter to you
in a timely manner.
THE SUNDAY BULLETIN DEADLINE for announcements is on Tuesdays by 9:00 p.m. You
may e-mail them to J.C. Barnett at jcbarnett875@suddenlink.net and treasurer@christlutheran
lcms.org by Wednesdays at 11 a.m.

Cell Phone vs. Bible
Ever wonder what would happen if we treated our Bible like we treat our cell
phone?
What if we carried it around in our purses or pockets?
What if we flipped through it several times a day?
What if we turned back to go get it if we forgot it?
What if we used it to receive messages from the text?
What if we treated it like we couldn't live without it?
What if we gave it to kids as gifts?
What if we used it when we traveled?
What if we used it in case of emergency?
This is something to make you go....hmm...where is my Bible?
Oh, and one more thing. Unlike our cell phone, we don't have
to worry about our Bible being disconnected because
Jesus already paid the bill. And no dropped calls!
Makes you stop and think, where are our priorities?
- Author unknown
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We did not have a meeting this month, but we did have the
Youth Christmas Party at Diane and Russell Kirklin’s house! It went
great! The Youth would like to thank Diane and Russ for hosting it in
their beautiful home!
After the party, we all went caroling! It was such fun!
We hope everyone had as wonderful and Blessed Christmas!
And, Happy New Year!
Shelby Watkins, Secretary
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PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Karen Dashir, Gene Heppner,
Mike & Terri Holland, Jerry Joiner, Stephanie, Kelly, Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester,
Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Katie Reuter, Amanda Sparks,
Ken Stump, Marilyn Symmank, and Lewis Wiist.
General Wellbeing

Our Church, Our Mission and Our Pastor Culver.

In the Military
Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul Garcia III
Jennifer Kidwell .
Warren Manchester, Jr.

Rebecca & Marcus Cooper
Richard Hester
Russell Kirklin
Brandon McCall

Shelton Feibel, Jr.
Jeff Kidwell
Michael Manchester
Clinton White

NOTE: Please notify Joan Holland, Editor, of any deletions, corrections, or additions that need
to be made to this newsletter. We want it to be as correct as possible. Thank you.

Above photo pictures Dottie McIntosh’s Family who gathered to help
her celebrate her 80th birthday in late November at Christ Lutheran. It was
a warm and lovely evening filled with nice memories and delicious food.
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SERVANT SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
Sunday 1st

Sunday 29th

Elders—Mike Holland & Mike Reeves

Elders—Mike Holland & Chris Reeves

Ushers –Terri Holland & Lori Culver

Ushers –Phillip Feibel & Mike O’Connor

Greeters—Terri Holland & Mike Holland

Greeters—Terri Holland & Matthew Holland

Reader –Chris Reeves

Reader –Melissa Meeks

Acolytes –Madison Foss & Phil Moorehead, Jr.

Acolytes –Dayna Meshell & Madison Foss

Altar –Melissa Meeks & Lori O’Connor

Altar –Melissa Meeks & Lori O’Connor

Nursery –Matthew Holland & Ben Culver

Nursery –Matthew Holland & Zackary Gramm

Flowers – Open

Flowers –Open

Sunday 8th
Elders –Mike Holland & Mike O’Connor
Ushers—Phillip Feibel & Chris Reeves
Greeters -Terri Holland & Mike Holland
Reader –Doris Moorehead
Acolytes –Matthew Holland & Andy Culver

BIRTHDAYS
Sarah Jones—4th
Bud Mortzfeldt—4th
Isabella Stone—5th

Altar –Rene’ Reeves & Sue Meyer

Sigrid Reeves—6th

Nursery –Wesley Williams & Cheyenne Gramm

Nancy Johnson—8th

Flowers - The Conradis in honor of Glenda’s &

Glenda Conradi—11th

Isabella Stone’s Birthdays
Sunday 15th

Rita McKinley—15th
Harv Wilkening—15th

Elders –Mike Holland Rob Meyer

Eloise Culver—17th

Ushers—Phillip Feibel & Chris Reeves

Lois Jackson — 17th

Greeters—Terri Holland & Matthew Holland

Heather Sutton—18th

Reader –Michael O’Connor

Denise Crank—19th

Acolytes – Wesley Williams & Cheyenne Gramm
Altar –Terri Holland & Lori Culver
Nursery –Andy Culver & Bethany Culver
Flowers –. Open
Sunday 22th
Elders –Mike Holland & Russell Kirklin

Kristin Foss—19th
Mackenzie Bowman—20th
Ludy Parker—20th
Jonathan Gramm—21st
Rachel Bairnsfather—24th

Ushers—Phillip Feibel & Bernie Conradi

Sammy Kirklin—25th

Greeters—Terri Holland & Matthew Holland

Anna McMillon—25th

Reader –Lori O’Connor

Diana Kirklin—26th

Acolytes –Bethany Culver & Zachary Gramm

Shannon Anderson—28th

Altar –Judy Bartz & Doris Moorehead

Joann Brock—30th

Nursery –Phil Moorehead, Jr. & Dayna Meshell

Andy Culver—30th

Flowers – Jennifer Ainsworth in honor of her Aunt,
Cheryl Hall’s Birthdays
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Lutheran Women in Mission
Daughters in Christ
We had our Christmas Party for all the PUZZLE ANSWERS
ladies of CLC on December 2nd at the church.
The food and fellowship was wonderful. It was
exciting to find our who our Secret Sisters were Bible Quiz: C (See Judges 3-5)
Just for Kids: Tabitha, Dorcas.
for the last year. Opening up the sweet gifts
was great and there was lots of “oohs” and
“ahs” as they were unwrapped. Then, sampling out the many recipes of our treats was
really fun.
We now have new Secret Sisters for
2012. and we’re all excited about this! We will
start our new year off at the January 8th meeting after services. Lunch will be provided.
Just to bring you up to date, the baby
blankets that many of you made were really
needed and appreciated by the people at the
Crisis Pregnancy Center in November. They
were completely out!
Don’t forget to turn in your little
Mite box donations on either the first Sunday or first Wednesday of each month.

We were blessed having the following visitors
worship with us in recent weeks:
Mike & Marcia Black, Milford, MI
Jeff, Marilyn & Matthew Meeks, Hackettstown, NJ

The meeting for Zone Officers will be
held at Immanuel on January 28th.
Our Annual Tea will be coming up in a
couple of months and we will be busy making
plans. Be sure to keep reading this column
each month to get the latest info on this special
event.
GAME NIGHTS are scheduled for Mondays
January 9th and 23rd at 6 p.m.. We’re looking
forward to getting together with old friends
and perhaps making some new ones.
Come Join Us!

.
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCOOPS
Our children and young adults made our Christmas Program a huge success! As usual, I
was very anxious and excited. Everyone else was cool, calm and collected. I would like to thank
everyone who helped and/or participated—teachers, singers and our faithful kitchen crew. Our
covered dish meal was great Once again the men stacked chairs and rolled the tables out so we
could enjoy our meal.
New year, new programs. Now, we focus forward to our next two big projects: First
Easter, then VBS. As Lori said, we have already made a major decision about VBS—we will
have it here! In mid or late January, we will be having a meeting to select a theme, dates,
times, etc. We need everyone’s help. Whether its actually working or donating food, materials
or crafts. Check the Sunday bulletins for details.
I would like to welcome our new Assistant Sunday School Superintendent, Amity Conradi. OK, she’s not new, she’s just “diving in deeper.” Amity has new and great plans for our
Christian Education program. We are so blessed to have her and her many talents in a leadership role—especially her advanced computer and electronic skills, of which I have none!
However, to have a successful Program everyone’s ideas, suggestions and help are
needed. Our children from young age to maturity, are God’s special gift. For this magnificent
blessing, we are forever grateful.
May everyone have a great start to the new year as we continue to grow. Keep our Sunday School in your prayers now and forever.
God’s greatest blessings to you,
Sharon Odom, Education Director

Church Cleaning Teams for 2012
1. Rob & Sue Meyer

Pastor Culver will replace all needed paper

2. Diane Kirklin & Rene’ Reeves

products.

3. Phil, Doris Moorehead & Family
4. Glenda & Bernie Conradi

If someone on a team cannot serve on their

5. Ludy Parker & Judy Bartz

week, they are asked to please change with

6. Lori & Mike O’Connor and Dottie McIntosh

another team.

SATURDAYS
Jan. 7th—Rob & Sue Meyer
Jan. 14th—Phil & Doris & Moorehead family
Jan. 21st—Diana Kirklin & Rene’ Reeves
Jan. 28th—Lori & Mike O’Connor & Dottie McIntosh
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Christmas Eve Candlelight Service &
White Elephant Gift Swap/Chili Cook Off

********************
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Jesus loves . . .
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation from
God concerning His plan of salvation for
the whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue
in our relationship with the very Word
made flesh—Jesus Christ.

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved 2000 years ago when Jesus
said from the cross, “It is finished.” The
Holy Spirit applies that to each of us
through the gift of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of Holy

Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected
with these elements. God comes to us
with His promises of grace, forgiveness
and new life. Faith receives the blessings
bestowed in and through these means of
grace!

Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with
all people. Christ Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His
disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he
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said that when he was weak then was He
strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners—saved only by God’s grace
alone.

New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted
to Him. Having received salvation as a
gift, our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Christ
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People.
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