Reggie McNeal’s “The Present Future”
Comes to Christ Lutheran
The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for
Christ, and celebrating
God's Love.

Beginning January 4th, we will be studying through bestselling author, Reggie McNeal’s DVD Curriculum for, The Present
Future Six Tough Questions for the Church. The study will take
place during the normal Sunday School hour on Sunday mornings
from 9:00 a.m. through 10:15 a.m. and all members, 14 yrs. and
older, are invited to take part. Prior to the first session (Jan. 4th)
members of the Board of Lay Leaders, under the leadership of Rob
Meyer, will be offering a full (heavy) breakfast for the
members at 8:30 a.m.! On succeeding Sundays, a light
(continental) breakfast will be offered prior to the study.
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Now, a little about Reggie McNeal. He is the director of leadership development for South Carolina Baptist Convention. Drawing
on twenty years of leadership roles in local congregations and his
work over the last decade with thousands of clergy and church leaders, McNeal counsels local churches, denominational groups, seminaries and colleges, and parachurch organizations in
their leadership development needs. He is also the author of Practicing Greatness: 7 Disciplines of Extraordinary Spiritual Leaders. He lives in Columbia,
South Carolina, with his wife and two daughters.
The leaders of our congregation who have already become familiar with this program, are filled with excitement about having the
rest of us see and hear Reggie McNeal in the weeks ahead. “With
humor and rare honesty, McNeal will challenge (us) to take authentic Christianity back into the real world. He’ll be asking the right
questions to help us get back on track.”

2, 14 & 15

“Serving God
by Serving People”

Get ready for an exciting 10-12 weeks as we travel a new road
together to learn how to better serve the Lord and His people.

Here & There and This & That
Photos of each of our Sunday School classes and Bible Studies

“All that I am I owe to Jesus Christ, revealed to me in His divine Book.”
— David Livingstone

CONGRATULATIONS to former members, Christina and Lane Killebrew upon the birth of
their new daughter, Mallory. Big Sisters Lauren and Ashlyn along with proud grandparents
Greg & Anita Hershberger and great grandparents Don & Marilyn Hershberger are enjoying this sweet addition to their family. Thanks so much for this good news and the precious
pictures of Mallory below—may God’s blessings continue to be with you all.
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****************************************************************************************************

THANK YOU
I want you to know that it has been a true blessing to know you and my family truly thanks you for your
generosity. When Jesus called his believers his family, I understand, because you are my family. We
look forward to being in Shreveport for many years. I know many pastors that are wanting another
church, but for this Texas family, Shreveport is home! I still breathe the Texas air, and the trees are a lot
greener on this side of the fence. When we go to see the family, we still love Texas, but Shreveport and
the surrounding areas are green and beautiful. Thank you for letting us into your family.
Pastor Perry, Lori, Ben, Andy, & Beth
*****************************************************************************************************

Sunday School Happenings!
It’s been terrific having so many of our Youth willing to be a big part of our Christmas
Eve Service. The program, “Away In A Manger,” selected by Pastor Perry, culminates an Advent
series of meaningful services into a special Christmas Eve service. With familiar Christmas
songs, special readings, cute little angels, wise men, Mary, Joseph and baby Jesus—what a way to
celebrate Jesus’ birth! Special thanks to Paula Anderson, Cheryl Bull, Anita Hershberger, Britt
Endsley, teachers and parents for all your help making it a wonderful evening. If that wasn’t
enough, there was the following Candlelight service filled with the Word and more great music!
Betty Long always comes up with some fantastic crafts for the children at our Jesus’
Birthday Party we had after our play practice on the 20th. Thanks Betty.
Our Sunday School is averaging about 66 each Sunday. Thanks to each of our S.S. teachers for being so dedicated in teaching God’s Word. We have a class for every age. May you all
have a healthy and prosperous New Year and start it right by deciding to join us.

Lutherans For Life
It was wonderful to learn that Thrivent was matching the $300 raised by our recent Spaghetti Take Out. What a true blessing. We will be meeting again on the second Sunday in January (the 11th) at 2 p.m. at Christ Lutheran. We’ll be making plans for the coming year during the
meeting. Please keep this ministry in your prayers and remember, January 18th is Lutherans For
Life Sunday.
*****

I object to people running down the future. I am going to live all the rest of my life there, and
I’d like it to be a nice place.” — Charles Kettering
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Good Samaritan Auxiliary

Phonics in Action

As a new year begins, we are hoping to have a
Valentine Luncheon to raise funds to send to the Bethesda Campus in Cypress, TX. After checking with
Pastor Perry, we’re planning to have this luncheon
on Sunday, February 15th after church. Pastor David
Cecil, Chaplain for the group homes, may be able to
come share the occasion with us. Trinity, Monroe
will be having their luncheon in February as well.

On Dec. 17th we had a short lesson plan followed
by a little Christmas Party for the children. Jerry and
Judy Bartz shopped to find the appropriate books for
each child. Thanks to one of our parents, Tom Nuygen, for bringing a cake to share. It’s like a close
knit little family and the children were delighted.
Again, we’d like to extend special thanks to Mary
List, Melissa Meeks, and Holly List for all their help
and support.

The can to receive the Campbell Soup labels is in
the Fellowship Hall. These labels are sent to the
We have purchased some new material to help
campus to help the clients use their motor skills by
supplement our lesson. After Christmas break, we
trimming them and for them to purchase articles they
will resume again on January 7th at 5:30 p.m.
need.
Blessings to all for a healthy and prosperous New
We will be sending out a notice for the yearly
Year.
dues ($5). These funds go toward our annual goal
for the auxiliary which helps support the spiritual
ministry and outside activities for the Bethesda cli##########################################
ents. We hope to have more of Christ Lutheran’s
members involved this wonderful outreach. Thank
you for all your support in the past and future.

##########################################
•

Thanks to Terri Holland, Lori Culver, Shelby
Carlson and Matthew Holland for making the
special banners for the Christmas Eve service.
That service was so very special and we’re so
happy the church was filled to the brim to enjoy
God’s Word.

•

Some of our ladies spent an evening on Dec. 12th
exchanging Secret Pal gifts, playing games and
enjoying lots of finger food. They then moved
into the sanctuary to decorate the Christmas tree,
listening to music and placing the Chrismons in
just the right places.
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WHAT A FRIEND!
John 15:15 (ESV)
[Jesus said:] 15 “No longer do I call you servants, for the servant does not know what his master is doing;
but I have called you friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you.”
One of my favorite hymns is, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.” It is so calming and reassuring to know
that Jesus is not a distant, untouchable God, but rather He is with us always. While He is in heaven, He is
also with us here in our daily life. Friends are great to have. When something good happens to you, it
makes you want to call a friend to share the good news. If something bad happens, you want a friend’s
shoulder to lean on, or simply some ears to listen. True friends are with you through good times and
bad. It is interesting that friendships do come and go, usually through the neglect of one person or
both. We all want to have a good friend to talk too, to share our joys and concerns, but have you ever
stopped to think about what kind of friend are you to those around you? There is an old saying that says
“To have a friend, you have to be a friend.” Do you find yourself wondering what happened to some old
friends? Give them a call! Quit wondering and find out. Maybe feelings were hurt and an apology could
be the healing medicine to restoring an old friendship. Perhaps you might be going out to eat tonight– invite a friend. Friends should run to each other, not away. When things are not going your way, do you
run to Jesus or do you run away?
To have a friend, sometimes you must first be a friend. I know someone who sat at a table and played a
sad song on their mental violin saying that they didn’t have any friends. I told the person that maybe they
shouldn’t be sitting at the table by themselves, but maybe move to a table with people. We often all fall
into the trap of focusing on ourselves instead of others. We can paint a dreary picture, but you know what,
those same hands can paint a beautiful sunrise or sunset. A change of attitude in the way you look at life
can make a lot of difference. You can pray “Lord, just get me through the day” or you can pray “Lord, I
give thanks for this day you made, each day is an adventure with you Lord.”
Jesus is here to help you through each day. He is your friend, He even calls you a “friend.” What a friend
we have in Jesus. All our sins and griefs to bear! What a privilege to carry, everything to God in
prayer. Oh what peace we often forfeit, oh, what needless pain we bear– all because we do not carry everything to God in prayer. Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? We should never be
discouraged– take it to the Lord in prayer. Can we find a friend so faithful, who will all our sorrows
share? Jesus knows our every weakness– take it to the Lord in prayer. Jesus is unlike our earthly friends
in that his friendship never fades. Instead we sing “In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; thou wilt find a
solace there.” It is comforting to know that Jesus still calls YOU His friend!
Pastor Perry
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Christ Lutheran

I write to you, just a couple short months after telling you I’d probably written the last of my articles for the newsletter. However, I feel it’s my duty to write to you again on a matter of great importance.
I’m referring to the very health of our newly formed congregation, Christ Lutheran. Perhaps before
I start trying to diagnose problems too soon, let me attempt to explain a few things.
As you are aware, we are the product of the consolidation of two struggling churches from Shreveport, Redeemer and Our Savior. We, as the leadership of these two church bodies felt that things simply
HAD to change, if not just for the sake of our obligation to those that elected us, but for the very survival
of our church families. So, ten short months ago we consolidated, and for some folks, that was more than
enough “change” for one year. However, the rest of us were wondering when the REAL change was going
to start! When exactly was the world going to start beating down our doors on the way in to the newest,
neatest, coolest yet most traditional of Lutheran churches in this part of the country? And yet, we’re still
waiting, and as long as things remain as they were in leading up to the consolidation in the first place, what
more should we expect?
What’s that you say? Are you saying we need MORE change? What is it about that word,
“CHANGE”? That one word seems to have been so very difficult for some of us to accept, but for those
that have, it’s been a pretty good thing.
For those that haven’t really embraced the concept of “change“ it seems to have been one disappointment after another. However, have we really changed? Aren’t we still pretty much doing things as
we’ve “always done them”, even under the banner of a new congregational name? Aren’t we still comparing things to the way we always did it over at Our Savior, or “no, you can’t do it that way here at Redeemer, oops, I mean, Christ Lutheran”! After all, if the way we “used to do things” didn’t work well
enough to keep us from having to consolidate in the first place, why should we believe they will work
now?
Now, before you start pulling up “MapQuest.com” to chart out a map over to another LCMS
church, let’s stop to think about a few things.
We are one FAMILY! Yes, a family made up of folks from all walks of life! And as most of you
can attest, there’s always that “weird” uncle, or “flaky” aunt you have to deal with, but you always do. And
why? Because they are FAMILY! Sometimes families do things a bit differently than the way our family
has, but does it really change anything? Don’t you still love and cherish them, even if they don’t do things
the way you’re used to having them done? I certainly hope so.
There also seems to be this misconception that either the Our Savior folks are trying to “take over”
or the Redeemer folks are unwilling to accept any way of doing things other than the way they’ve “always
done them.“ Well, as a member of my own family suggested, perhaps we should all start using the “Q Tip” method of dealing with things. (Quit Taking It Personally) Let’s get on with the business of expanding God’s Kingdom! Not Our Saviors’ way of doing things, they didn’t work, but Christ Lutheran’s way!
Not Redeemer Lutherans’ way of doing things, they didn’t work either, but Christ Lutherans way! ..more...
6
6

We all make up the body of Christ! Our mouths to talk the talk and our legs and feet to walk the
walk. If we can’t make up our minds to start doing things the way we know they need to be done, and NOT
the way we “used” to do them, then we might as well fold up our tents and go home. I personally am not
willing to do that and pray you aren‘t either. We all have our lives invested in making Christ Lutheran
Church the shining light on the hill, for ALL to see! We have a lot more at stake than worrying about the
kinds of things we would normally never pay attention to if it weren’t at church.
So, where do we go from here? Onward and upward if I have anything to do with it. I hope and
pray that we ALL start trying just a bit harder to be more accepting of others, and perhaps even willing to
stand up and help the FORMER members of each others church and start acting like members of Christ
Lutheran Church-Shreveport! Can I get an “A-MEN”?
Your servant in Christ,
Mike Holland, Vice-Chairman
Board of Lay Leaders

**************************************************************************************

The Ladies of Immanuel, Bossier, to Host 2009 Annual Women’s Weekend!

On March 20th & 21st, the women of Immanuel will be hosting their 11th Annual Women’s Weekend. Their guest speaker will be Jan Struck from Appleton, Wisconsin and she is being warmly welcomed
back for a second time by popular demand. She will speak on both days of the weekend.
There will be food on Friday evening, and a continental breakfast & lunch on Saturday. And, of course,
there will be lots of Christian fellowship!
Our mission is to provide women an opportunity to seek deeper spiritual direction. Please mark
these dates on your calendars.
Yours in Christ,
Mary Ann Brownsberger
Chairman Women’s Weekend

7

The Light of the world is Jesus!

Get Ready for Epiphany

Like sunshine at noonday,
His glory shone in.

Many Christian denominations celebrate
Epiphany each year on or near January 6.
“Epiphany,” which means “showing forth,”
celebrates the visit of the magi, or wise men, to
the baby Jesus. These men, also known as
kings, saw the star that led them to Bethlehem.

The Light of the world is Jesus!

The fact that these wise men were Gentiles,
not Jews, teaches us an important theological
lesson: Their search for the Savior shows that
Jesus came for all people.
In 1875, Philip Bliss wrote the hymn “The
Light of the Word Is Jesus.” The first stanza
captures the meaning of Epiphany, a season of
light:
The whole world was lost
In the darkness of sin,
====================================== ======================================

How to Keep Warm in Church

A Nutty Explanation

================================

A young pastor tried to comfort a widow as
they stood looking at her husband’s body in a casket.

1. Rush to the front of the sanctuary. That will
warm you up, and you’ll avoid the draft in the
back of the church.

“I know this is very hard for you,” he said.
“But we Christians have hope. The body is only a
husk. It is only the shell. It is what we see. But the
2. Invite your neighbors and friends, and sit 12 peo- nut that was in the shell has already gone to heaven.!
ple to a pew.
3. Seat yourself near the pulpit. A sermon “with
your name on it” is sure to warm you up!
4. Wear thermal underwear (in the appropriate liturgical colors, of course).
5. Wait for an unfamiliar hymn—and then watch the
sparks fly!
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January Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Isabella Stone —5th

Ed & Mable Powell—9th

Mable Powell—6th
Daniel & Margaret
McFarland—

Sigrid Reeves—6th

24th

Nancy Johnson—8th
Glenda Conradi—11th

Ludy Parker—20th

Rita McKinley—15th

Jonothan Gramm—21st

Julie Schneider—15th

Bill Manning—21st

Harvey Wilkening—15th

Anna McMillon—25th

Eloise Culver—17th

Ed Powell—25th

Lois Jackson—17th

Cheryl Bull—27th
Shannon Anderson—
28th

Daniel McFarland—17th
Heather Sutton—18th
Denise Crank—19th
Kristin Foss—19th

JoAnn Brock—30th
Andrew Culver—30th

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Jill
Bridges, Christy Chandler, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del Monte, Wick Hawes, Bernice
Heppner, David Huckabee, Chuck & Nancy Johnson, Sylvia Ladage, Jim Larrieu, Marilyn Leavitt, Lonnie,
Warren Manchester, Sam Marshall, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie Purser,
Joe Randolph, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Ken Stump, Marilyn Symmank, Gage Taylor, Lyle ‘Doc’ & Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist and Dot Wilkening.

If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Our Continued Prayers for ALL Christians
and, specifically, for our Lutheran brethren throughout Shreveport-Bossier
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CLC’s Book of Vital Information to be put together
to be kept in the church office. Some of the items to
be included are: Constitution/Bylaws, insurance
info, Agreements, tax numbers, elders duties, etc.

BOARD OF LAY LEADERS
MEETING HIGH LIGHTS!
December 15, 2008
Advent Meal on Dec. 10th went very well. Sloppy
Joes made for a delicious meal.
2009 Church Envelopes have arrived and are ready
for pick up in the Narthex.
Post Office Bulk Rate Permit Fee of $180 due to be
paid in Feb ‘09.
Purchase Order Procedure to be put together by
Mike Holland, including amount limits.
Officer and Committee Procedures are to be turned
in to Mike O’Connor before Dec. 29th. Yearly performance reviews for paid church workers to be
looked in to.
Mardi Gras plans will be reviewed on the 29th.
Finance JC Barnett, Treasurer, stated a Voucher
System is being reviewed. Some of the dedicated
funds have been consolidated into the Building
Fund. After a general discussion, it was decided to
contact members about their wishes concerning
dedicated funds they had earmarked for certain
funds—especially those no longer needed.

Communication: Audrey Brown was asked to put an
ad in the paper stating that a new congregation is
looking to purchase 5-7 acres in SE Shreveport. The
ad to run once a week until the end of the year.
Pew Attendance Books. These filled in sheets will
be picked up by Phillip Feibel each Sunday.
Reggie McNeal’s “The Present Future” study will
kick off with a “heavy breakfast” on the first Sunday, Jan. 4th. Rob Meyer volunteered to take care
of this breakfast, and several members of the BLL
volunteered to help. On succeeding Sundays their
will be lighter breakfasts with donuts/sticky buns,
coffee and drinks.
2009 Calendar Planning gathering will take place on
January 10th from 12 Noon until 2:00 p.m. to plan
the activities for the whole year. All members are
invited to come and have input into the planning.
There will be a pizza lunch provided.
******************************************

Special Dates in January
It was agreed to give Pastor money to buy gift cards
from McDonalds to give to needy persons coming to •
our church doors. Private funding to take care of
•
this project.
•

New Year’s Day—1st
Epiphany—6th
Baptism of the Lord—11th

Excess money (over $250,000) left in our Regions
• MLK Day—19th
account has been re-deposited at Progressive Bank
at a rate of 3.25%; this includes Redeemer funds and • Inauguration Day—20th
Our Savior accounts.
Puzzle Answers
Letterhead/Envelope costs were reviewed.
Bible Quiz: Answer A (John 8:12)
Copiers: James Meredith of C.F. Biggs has delivered
Just for Kids: “Follow my example, as I follow the
the Risograph (cost of $3,252.57). The Toshiba
copier is due to be delivered around Dec. 19th (cost example of Christ” 1 Cor. 11:1.
of $9,010.54)
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION [LWML]

11

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Places and Cities On Paul’s Missionary Journeys

Paul was the apostle to the Gentile world. Beginning with Acts 13:4, we can follow the three missionary journeys of Paul, and his voyage to Rome. He traveled in many countries, including Palestine, Syria, Asia Minor,
Greece, Macedonia, and Rome. Paul also wrote many epistles (letters) back to the churches where he had visited. Here are fifty of the cities and places where Paul passed though or stopped.
================================================================================
ACHAIA
AMPHIPOLIS
ANTIOCH
APOLLONIA
ASSOS
ATHENS
ATTALIA
BEREA
CAESAREA
CENCHREA
CORINTH
CRETE
CYPRUS
DAMASCUS
DERBE

MACEDONIA

PATARA

RHEGIUM

SELEUCIA

EPHESUS

MALTA

PERGA

RHODES

SIDON

GALATIA

MILEUS

PHENICE

ROME

SYRACUSE

ICONIUM

MITYLENE

PHILIPPI

SALAMIS

TARSUS

JERUSALEM

MYRA

PHRYGIA

SAMARIA

THESSALONICA

LASEA

PAMPHYLIA

PTOLEMAIS

SAMOS

TROAS

LYSTRA

PAPHOS

PUTEOLI

SAMOTHRACIA

TYRE
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“Spirited Away” Evening at the Spring St.
Historical Museum a Warmly Successful Evening!

As you can see from these photos
this fun evening was for the whole family. There was lots to eat, alcoholic and non-alcoholic drinks and prizes for everyone. It was a chance
for friends to chat, laugh and reminisce about Christmases past. The
museum was beautifully decorated and there were placards everywhere
describing the history of Christmas over the years made by our own
Melissa Meeks. If you weren’t there, you really should have been!
14

The Chili Cook Off and White Elephant Gift Exchange—What Fun!!!!!
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Sacraments Receiving!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole world. Bible reading
and Bible study are important to us as we
continue in our relationship with the very
Word made flesh—Jesus Christ

Lutheran Christians
understand that
God works through means. He has chosen
to be active and present in the water of Holy
Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected with
these
elements. God comes to us with
His promises of grace, forgiveness and new
life. Faith receives the
blessings bestowed in and through these means of
grace.

Love Sharing!
Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved two thousand years ago
when Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to
each of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Our Savior Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by supporting one
another
in love, however
necessary, and by
using the gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a
theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that if the world hated Him
and
persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said that
when he was weak then was He strong. We
understand we are poor, miserable sinners
— saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our
response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Our Savior
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People
(C)2005Our Savior Lutheran Church,
Shreveport, LA
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Jesus loves . .
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