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Balyn Rex Stewart Welcomed into
God’s Kingdom!
The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel, reaching lives for
Christ and celebrating
God’s love.
Perry Culver, Pastor
Tel: 318-868-5778
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net

January 16th was a most blessed day
for the Stewart family AND the Christ Lutheran family as they witnessed the Baptism of Balyn Rex Stewart. Balyn’s parents
are April and Glynn Stewart; grandparents
are June and Wes Festervan and Carlene
Stewart and Paul Stewart. Sponsors were
Destiny Maples and Veronica Brokenberry.
Christ Lutheran’s Dickie MacMurray and
Dona Festervan are baby Balyn’s great
aunts.
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There were many family and
friends who came to witness this
great event and we were delighted to
welcome them all.

INSTALLATION OF CHURCH OFFICERS: January 2nd was the date for
our church leaders of 2011 to be installed. Here is a picture of the group standing before the congregation accepting their vows to serve in the months ahead.
God’s blessings to you all for the good work you continue to do!

ANOTHER COMPUTER CLASS IN SESSION

On the third Thursday of
each month, our good
friends Bernie Conradi
and J.C. Barnett make
themselves available to
the members of CLC to
help them with computer
questions. The areas
they cover are Windows and Excel. It’s not every church that has such experts so if you
would like to know more about your computer, come meet with them in The Fellowship Hall
on February 17th.
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ATTENTION: There will be a RumCHRIST LUTHERAN’S CARING CART
mage Sale in the Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, February 19th from 7
We delivered two large bags of a variety a.m.—2 p.m. Get your items to the
of toys to the Cara Center the first week of
church as soon as possible.
January. They were so pleased and assured
me they would make a lot of children very
happy after experiencing some very unpleasant
times. Thank you for your support and contributions.

*******

Our outreach for February is
―Operation Support Our Troops”. This organization sends care packages to our troops in
Afghanistan. Their next shipping date is the
last part of March, so the items we can collect
in February will be sent then and will be received by the troops around Easter. A few of
the things they like to send are Gold Bond powder, gum, hard candy, baby wipes, Blistex/
Chapstick, Crystal Light and Gatorade drink
mix. Let’s pull out all the stops and fill our
cart to overflowing to show support for our
troops who are doing so much to keep us safe
and free
Arla Stump

DRESS FOR SUCCESS!
This is a reminder that we are continuing to collect women’s business
clothes, shoes, and accessories for the
Dress for Success program. Call me when
you leave them at the church and I will
pick them up. Tel. # 318-865-9498. Thank
you for your continued interest in this
project.
Sue Oppliger, Program Champion.. Don’t forget the needs of our Build-

ing Fund. Your support so far as
been very positive but our need will
continue for some time to come.
Keep your hearts open to your
church and this Fund. God Bless.
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Lutherans For Life
Chapter #312
It is with great pride that we have been
able to give $2,000.00 to the Crisis Pregnancy
Center. Our president, LaWanna Castanas
will be bringing the check to the Center’s Director, Molly Branch. We will also be donating
ten Bibles to the Center, for them to use in
their ministry to their clients. Thanks to all of
you for your support of this much needed community outreach.

you can’t miss it.
Pat Minor will be getting out a letter for
the annual dues ($5). Lifetime memberships
for the auxiliary are $100 per person. If you
would like to join, please see Judy Bartz. The
dues are for the Good Sam Bethesda Campus
in Cypress, TX, for the physically and mentally
challenged.
===================================

On a Sunday in January of each year we
show our support of the Sanctity of Life
through prayer, Pastor’s message and weather
permitting, crosses on the front lawn.
Vicar Austen Welter of Immanuel, is
planning an open house on March 5th to show
the members all the community ministries the
church is involved in. We’ve been invited to
come and set up a display table with new LFL
materials purchased. Pastor Culver and Jerry
Bartz will represent Christ Lutheran. Our
next meeting will also be held on this same
date at Immanuel.
====================================

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE

Phonics
Each week we look forward to meeting
with the children. It’s always nice to be
greeted by all their hugs and smiles.
On January 12 we celebrated Terri Allmon’s birthday. We were a little late in celebrating her special day but the group enjoyed
her cookie cake and the snack time anyway.
Next we will celebrate the birthdays of
Emily and Pen Nyguen. The children really
love these special occasions.

Auxiliary Chapter 7

Ms. Judy (Bartz), Ms. Mary (List), Ms.
Holly (List) and Mr. Jerry (Bartz have been together for about three years now in this proBecause of the inclement weather and
gram. They are being kept busy helping the
other meetings, the Good Sam representative
was unable to meet with us in mid-January to children, not only with phonics, but with spelldiscuss the plans for a golf tournament. These ing, science and math. Special Math Books
tournaments have been a worthwhile effort to have been purchased for each grade level.
raise funds in the Houston area. Since we are
The week of February 7th, the Bartz’
limited in our fund raising outreach, we are
will be out of town on a little vacation. We will
reaching out to other areas. Our meeting has not have phonics that week.
now been schedule for February 26th at 9:30
a.m.
Our outreach to collect box tops and
Campbell Soup labels continues. We have a
very large container in the Fellowship Hall—
4

Have you ever wondered what is meant when Jesus says ―Blessed are the meek, for they
shall inherit the earth?‖ What is meant by the word ―meek?‖ The word meek is one that we
should not only know, but a word in which should describe you. The word is an adjective meaning quiet, gentle, and submissive. Does this word describe you? Some of us are meek and some
... well, let’s just say some can’t spell it.
My wife’s car is a good teacher of how to be meek. To explain this, let me ask you... how
do you respond when someone cuts you off on the road while driving? Do you honk at them, salute them, yell at them, pass them up and cut them off, or just keep driving while whistling the
theme song to Bonanza? Which of these would be meekness? I had mentioned that Lori’s car is
a good teacher of meekness, because the horn doesn’t work. We will be getting that fixed (soon),
but in a small car, about the only option is to toot your horn. The person that cut you off was
probably driving a pick’em up truck and might squash you for any of the other responses.
Meekness is patience while under provocation. In my life, I have tried some of the less meek
responses and a few times feared for my life. But this is still missing the point. Meekness is
not about weakness, but about strength! The gentle or meek are those who are powerful, yet
have the maturity to withhold from destructive behavior. Meekness is withholding and having
patience when you do have the ability to do something about it. The best example is Jesus himself. His journey to the cross. Jesus could have stepped down from the cross, but he didn’t.
1 Peter 2:23–24 (ESV)
23 When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself
bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.
Jesus shows us how to be meek, even to the point of death. Wow, what a teacher! When
looking at this as an example, I believe we are all humbled. While we are humbled, we also
know that we have this characteristic, because we are Christians. We also know that we live it
in a limited capacity. It is the ―old Adam‖ in us that leaps out sometimes, yet we have been
baptized and made new. We cry out when we fail, ―Lord have mercy on me!‖ And the beauty of
the Gospel is that Jesus forgives you. That was the purpose of the cross, to forgive you! Now
that is meekness, but even greater is His love for you! Praise be to God!
Jesus says ―Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.‖
You have been blessed!
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
THE KIRKLIN FAMILY!
We were delighted to hear that
Diana and Russell Kirklin’s new little son, Samuel James, arrived on
Jan. 25th weighing in at 7 lbs. 7 oz.
and is 18 in. long. Diana’s birthday
was on the. 26th, the day after!
Congrats to you all, especially big
sister, Amber! We’re glad to hear
that Mother and Son are doing just
fine. God Bless all of your sweet
family.
***

act as servers and models. Please contact
Melissa Meeks.
See page 11 for a few more details. In
the meantime, mark your calendars now !
*****

All is Well
Horatio Spafford (1828-1888), a prominent, wealthy Chicago lawyer, is remembered
for writing the beloved hymn, ―It Is Well
With My Soul.‖
It seems such lyrics would come naturally to someone so successful. But Spafford
didn’t pen the hymn during life’s high points.
Instead, the words poured forth amid tragedy.

In 1871, the Great Chicago Fire wiped
out Spafford’s life savings. Two years later,
his wife, Anna, and their four daughters
We Need Your Help!
headed to Europe on the SS Ville Du Havre,
Some of our members have agreed to
with Spafford to follow a few days later. The
help clean the church now and if you’d like to boat was struck by another vessel and sank,
killing 226 of the 313 people on board. Alhelp out, please contact Jan Shavers. If we
could have ―many hands‖ they will make the though Anna survived, the Spafford girls
task a lot easier. God deserves the very
didn’t.
best—let’s give it to him.
After receiving the news, Spafford
*****

Spring Tea & Fashion Show
This is a ―heads up‖ to fill you in on
this year’s wonderful Spring Tea & Fashion
Show. More details will be forthcoming next
month but for now, we want you to know it
will be on March 19th from noon to 2 p.m.
The location will be announced a little later,
so be sure to read next month newsletter and
the Sunday bulletins.
Tickets will be sold in advance and at
the door. The event will feature a typical tea
room lunch and a style show with the latest
Spring fashions. Volunteers are needed to

went to England to get Anna. While sailing
over the spot where his daughters had died,
he wrote the lyrics to, ―It Is Well With My
Soul.‖ They’re a reminder that no matter
what life brings, our souls can be at rest in
God.
―When peace, like a river, attendeth my

way,
When sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, though hast taught me
to say,
It is well, it is well with my soul.‖
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Special Dates in February


African-American History Month



Boy Scout Sunday—13th



Valentine’s Day—14th

Louise Moore wishes to thank Pas-  Presidents’ Day– 21st
tor Culver and the Daughters of
Christ for the Prayers, Visits and
Cards after her recent surgery.
She wanted all to know that she is
We were pleased to have
recovering well after her knee rethe following visitors join
placement and husband Robert is
us for worship recently:
also recovering well after his back
Vernon Haas , Shreveport
injury. Blessings to all!
The Meeks Family from Hackettstown, NJ
Jeff Antwine, Shreveport
Game Nights for
February are scheduled for Mondays the
14th and 28th.
These nights are
filled with the fun of
playing board games, munching on snacks
and the usual good fun of winning and
―losing!‖ So, come on out and meet with us
in the Fellowship Hall and bring a snack to
share. Looking forward to seeing you then!

Cookies Needed!

Destiny Maples & Tyler Tarver, Ruston
Dawn, James & Brittany Maples, Shreveport
Carlton Stewart—Stonewall
Carlene Stewart—Stonewall
A.J. Tucker, Bethany, LA
Dan Bracato
AND, the following visitors were the children
of Harv Wilkening who came to town, and to
church, to honor their dad on his 85th Birthday:

Gayle Poland, Longview, TX
We need cookies and snacks for SunJoyce Jackson, Baton Rouge
day School openings and for
after church social gatherings.
Marcia Earhart, Ft. Lauderdale, FL
Please sign up on the sheet loDr. Paul & Nancy Clark, Keithville
cated in the Fellowship Hall
Paul Wilkening, Tulsa, OK
by the serving window. Thank
you so much!
I have been driven many times to my knees by the
overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere else
to go. My own wisdom, and that of all about me,
seemed insufficient for the day.

Welcome all, we were so pleased to have you
with us.

-Abraham Lincoln
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By Madison Cooley

Attention all Embers & Congregation!









The Youth will be going to the Food Bank on Sat., Feb. 19. We'll meet at church at 8:30 am.
We are asking the congregation to step in and help us with an up-coming event. If this is successful, we will ask you to
help us with more future events. We're planning on putting on a big family blow-out for Mardi Gras. First we're getting
permission to do so, but this is a great way to get our families together and more families in the neighborhood to get
involved. The date is Feb. 26 and the times are 10am - 1:30pm and 1:30pm - 5pm. So please, please come join us
and support not only the youth, but our church and show your love for Christ Lutheran. You can donate and/or volunteer if you would like to help with: games, food and snacks, supervising, decorations? Anything that you can think of
that will make this event even bigger and better than before, please let us know! :) We're planning on having food,
games, and if the weather cooperates with us, possibly a moon bounce! So pray for sunshine. This event will help
bring in money, families, our church together as one, and more importantly, God's word. We need all the help we can
get. If you would like to bring food, or serve/volunteer, please talk to Aaron Reeves or Matt Holland and they can give
you the details. The youth already have shifts scheduled to watch and supervise the kids as they play, so no one gets
hurt. The list isn't completely filled up (and this isn't only for the youth's use) more to come later.
The Forget-Me-Not Elephant workshop/Lock-in will be on March 11-12. Make sure you bring money for food and bowling on Friday night and it all starts at 6:30pm. We would love to see all of our Embers there!
We're also thinking/talking/planning on camping in late March. Everyone is more than welcome to come. More details
to follow.
At Shriners Hospital for Children we'll be passing out Forget-Me Not Elephants on Tues., April 12. Meet at the church
at 4:45pm. Bring some cash for dinner afterwards.
Lunch for the March meeting will be provided by the Reeves family
Those taking care of the Nursery for March are:
6th—Dayna & Matt 13th—Chris & Aaron 20th—Andy & Nick 27th– Wes & Phil

Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the breastplate of righteousness in pla
with your feet fitted with the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace. In addition to all this, take up the
of faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Ephesians 6:14-16
New International Version

Thank you all for the support and God bless! Have a great month! :)
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Our February Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Nixon Shavers—1
Warren Manchester—2
Patrick Shavers—3
Wanda Neathery—5
Clint Bowman—8th
Kaley Constable—11
Zachary Gramm—21
Henry Conradi—22
Shawn Whitlock—22
Robert & Agatha McCall—19

Marie Carlson—23

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness

Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz, Ben
Brooks, Dashir, Gene & Bernice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Jerry
Joiner, Stephanie Kelly, Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester, Marilyn
Meeks, Sharon Odom, Mabel Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph,
Sigrid Reeves, Amanda Sparks, Marilyn Symmank, and Lewis Wiist.

General Wellbeing

Our Church, Our Mission and Our Pastor Culver.

In the Military
Paula & Eric Anderson Rebecca & Marcus Cooper
Raul Garcia III
Richard Hester
Jennifer Kidwell .
Russell Kirklin
Warren Manchester, Jr. Brandon McCall
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Shelton Feibel, Jr.
Jeff Kidwell
Michael Manchester
Clinton White

Sunday School Scoops
We are now deep in the season of Epiphany—which means Lent is not far off. We are
singing our praises to the Lord. In Lent, we will follow our Savior’s path to the cross. Is it a
sad time for us Christians? It may start that way for all of us, especially for all the pain and
suffering Jesus endured just for us.
Our sadness is turned into pure joy when Jesus rose from the grave on Easter morning. Both our Sunday School and church will be very active during Lent. Along with all our
regular activities, we add Wednesday night soupers and Lenten Services. Our Sunday
School will have its Easter Program and special celebration the Saturday before Easter.
Everyone is invited! Please invite all your friends, family and neighbors.
What a great way to praise our Lord by bringing the unknowing and introduce them
to our Lord—plant that seed!
Please check the calendars and weekly bulletins for dates and times for these special
programs. It is so exciting to watch our Sunday School and Church continue to grow every
week. We should all be proud because of the help of every member of our congregation. May
the Lord continue His blessings to us as individuals and to our congregation.
Sharon Odom, Education Director

Don’t forget, we have many Adult Bible Classes, with several different
subjects of study. This is what is available in case you haven’t yet selected
the one, or more, right for you.
Tuesday at 9:30 a.m. in the church:
(Classroom)

Pastor’s class is studying Exodus

Wednesday at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall: Pastor’s Wednesday Night Services—
Casual dress
Thursday at 9 a.m. in the Hamilton Library on Bert Kouns: Pastor’s class is studying the
Life Light Series—Book of Revelation
Sunday at 9 a.m.:
Pastor’s class is studying the Gospel of John (Fellowship Hall)
Jerry Bartz/Rob Meyers’ class is studying the Book of 1st Peter (Classroom)
Mack McKinley’s class is studying Christian Denominations, Non-Christian
Religions and Cults. (This class has moved to a larger Classroom)
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Lutheran Women in Mission
Daughters in Christ
The
Northern Zone Elected Officers and LWML Society Presidents met at Christ Lutheran on
Saturday, January 15 to make plans for our
Spring and Fall Rallies. It is Christ Lutheran’s
pleasure to host the Spring Rally on Saturday,
April 9th from 9:30 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. The
Theme will be, ―Hands That Feel,‖ based on
Psalm 115. Arla Stump and Jan Shavers are
in charge of the food. Beaded crosses are being
made for each attendee by Lavaun Marley and
Jan Shavers. Gifts of the Heart will go to the
Salvation Army.


Coming in March will be our annual,
Spring Tea and Fashion Show.‖ Through
this fund raiser we support our many projects for the year. A few of these are providing cakes for showers, confirmation and
other receptions as well as meals for our
bereaved families. Each year we look forward to the models showing off their
―stuff.‖ If you haven’t attended one of
these teas, we promise you a good time and
wonderful food. Just ask anyone who has
been to one before.



The District Retreat will be in St. Francisville, LA on April 29th—May 1st. The
theme will be, ―Women of the Bible.‖



Our next meeting will be on Sunday, February 6th after church service.



Mite Box money collected for January totaled $111.83. Wow! We hope to receive
the money for our project of the ―Forget-MeNot‖ ministry in the near future. If you’ve
helped these folks out with this project you
know how deep their need is for some additional supplies.

PUZZLE ANSWERS
Bible Quiz: D
Just for Kids: ―Since God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. If we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.‖

As you can see, we are an active group and
would welcome you if you should decide to join
us on Feb. 6th. We welcome your continued
prayers and support.
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Animals and Birds

Various animals are mentioned throughout the Bible.
They were generally classified as wild animals, beasts of
burden, and farm animals. It
is more difficult to identify
the birds of the Bible. Birds
can be classified as birds of
prey, birds for food and sacrifice and migratory birds. You
will find fifty animals and
birds listed below.
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Patrick Sends Snow Covered Scenes from Concordia
Left
The Bell is the
original one from
when the Campus was located
where CPH is
now. The building in background is Wartburg Hall where
we eat.
Right This
statue of Luther is a replica
of the one in Wittenburg
Germany.

Left: Luther Tower.

Right: Wyneken Hall where we
have some of our classes.

Left: Wartburg Hall

Thanks to Patrick Fertitta for sharing these photos
with his Christ Lutheran family.
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Left side
1)SWEPCO crews pulling cables from street to new pedestal.

2)Bernie Conradi & Mike Holland trying to figure SWEPCO’s
logic of placing access doors of the pedestal over the dirt instead of over the concrete pad we had built for them.
3)Surveyors from Polaris Services laying out
our
building placement & utility easements.

4)Bernie & Mike along
with Mark Yawn,
owner of Comprehensive General Contractors, surveying the
days activities. The
Saturday before the big
ice storm was a very
busy day @ 290 Idema.
Right Side
1)One of many truckloads of ―select fill‖ being dumped onto the
site.
2)Some of the dirt removed from our new
retention pond being
moved to other sites
around our property.

3)Dirt being placed alongside out new driveway to eliminate the
drop off, making it a bit safer for Merlin Hanson and Bernie to
mow the grass this summer.

4)Phil Moorehead, Mike & Bernie standing by as another 18
yds. of ―select fill‖ are delivered.
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Jesus loves . . .

D

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation from
God concerning His plan of salvation for
the whole world. Bible reading and Bible
study are important to us as we continue
in our relationship with the very Word
made flesh—Jesus Christ.

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe
in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved 2000 years ago when Jesus
said from the cross, ―It is finished.‖ The
Holy Spirit applies that to each of us
through the gift of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of Holy

Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected
with these elements. God comes to us
with His promises of grace, forgiveness
and new life. Faith receives the blessings
bestowed in and through these means of
grace!

Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned
sinners are eager to share this love with
all people. Christ Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that is the world hated
Him and persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His
disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he
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said that when he was weak then was He
strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners—saved only by God’s grace
alone.

New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted
to Him. Having received salvation as a
gift, our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to ―love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,‖ and ―love
your neighbor as yourself.‖ At Christ
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People.
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