GET YOUR TEA ON!
The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for
Christ, and celebrating
God's Love.

The LWML will again be hosting the Spring Tea & Fashion Show on Saturday,
March 21, 2009 from 12 pm to 2 pm. This year, in order to accommodate the
growing crowd drawn by this event, the Tea will be held in the Gym at Lighthouse Baptist Church, 235 Flournoy-Lucas Rd.

February 2009

This fun event features a typical tearoom lunch
and a style show with the latest Spring fashions.
Clothes are loaned from local retailers and the
models will be members of our own Christ
Lutheran.

Perry Culver, Pastor
Event Hot Line: 688-7463
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net
Web:
www.christlutheranlcms.org
Newsletter Staff

The Spring Tea is our major fundraiser for 2009,
and money raised will be used to support our society’s 2009 mission projects,
including aid to seminary students and the Rescue Mission. Tickets will be
$12.00 until March 1st; then $15 thereafter. You can purchase them from any
LWML member after February 1 st. All are invited, and our gentlemen will have
as good a time as the ladies.

Editor: Joan Holland
Proofreader: Bob Holland
Feature Reporter: Judy Bartz
Photographer: Glenda Conradi
Contributors: Church Members
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“Serving God
by Serving People”

If you are interested in being a part of the fun, we are looking for volunteers to
either model or help serve food. Models can be all ages, shapes, sizes and genders. Our Fashion Show always includes a variety of clothes for men, women
and children. If you would like to join in, please see Judy Bartz, Dottie
McIntosh, or Melissa Meeks or just put your name on the Sign-up sheet in the
Fellowship Hall.

More information about the Tea & Fashion Show will be forthcoming as plans
develop, but go ahead and mark your calendars. We hope to see all of you there
enjoying our celebration of Spring.

Christ Lutheran Welcomes Philip, Sarah and Joshua Jones!

Pictured here are Philip, Sarah and Joshua
Jones after Pastor Perry Baptized them the first
part of January. The Jones children are residents of Dallas but we understand we will be
seeing lots of their family over the months
ahead.

Pictured at left are the Jones children with their parents Gordon and Jennifer along with their Aunt Terri
and Uncle Mike, who served as sponsors.
Above is a picture of cousins, aunts, uncles, parents and
grandmother! A happy day for lots of people, especially Philip, Sarah and Joshua. Welcome home!

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Missing an Earring??????
This earring was found during a recent church
function in the Fellowship Hall. If this is yours, or
you know who the owner is of this dainty gold and pearl
earring, see Joan Holland to claim it.
2

Sunday School Happenings
At present, the Youth and Adults are going through the DVD program, entitled, “The Present Future” with Reggie McNeal. From the sounds of it, our people are really getting into the purpose of this
study and discussion has proven to be most beneficial to all. During weeks of this study, we are having a
continental breakfast from 8:30 a.m. each Sunday morning. At 8:45 a.m. we begin our “opening” with
Merlin Hanson and Mack McKinley providing our praise music. Thanks to them both for being so faithful. We also recognize birthdays and anniversaries and receive the SS offering. During these weeks of
study, SS will then begin at 9 a.m.
A Teachers’ Meeting has been scheduled for Sunday, March 22nd after church. A light lunch
will be provided.
Thanks again to all who helped with the Christmas Eve program. It was nice to hear from others
how wonderful they thought our Youth (Embers) are. We’ve also heard from some of the parents and
youth that they would like to see us have a children’s (youth) choir. This information has been passed on
to our Elders for future consideration.
An Easter Party is being planned for Saturday, April 11th from 10 a.m. until Noon for all children
of all ages. Crafts, games, food and, of course, an Easter Egg Hunt! Our Embers will be helping us out
with all these activities and we’re not sure who will have the most fun!
By the way, Vacation Bible School dates have been set for June 8th through 12th. A meal will
start at 5:30 p.m. with the activities to begin immediately after. Much more on this in the months to
come.
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Good Samaritan Auxiliary

Lutherans For Life (Chapter #312)
We have just celebrated Lutherans For Life
Week this past month. The little white crosses
placed outside the front of the church was to call attention to the number of abortions that take place
every single day!

Our Auxiliary is really looking forward to
having its annual Valentine—or “Reach Out Our
Hand in Love” Luncheon at Christ Lutheran on February 22nd after church. We will be serving beef
tips, gravy, rice, macaroni & cheese, green beans,
salad, rolls and desserts—YUM!!! This is one of our
“free-will offering” fundraisers to give the congregation the opportunity to help support the Good Samaritan Bethesda Campus residents for the physically challenged. At this time, you will also be able
to join the auxiliary by making a $5 contribution for
annual dues or $100 for a lifetime membership.

The Crisis Pregnancy Center, which we help
to support, gives so much aid to those girls and
women who struggle with the thought of abortion as
the way out of a serious problem in their lives. The
Center provides them with other avenues they can
take and this is done through counseling and Bible
studies. The Chapter has just purchased ten Bibles
and presented them to the Center along with a check
for $1,400.00 on January 26th.

Pastor David Cecil, who has visited both our
merged congregations in the past, may be able to be
here to bring us up-to-date on all the doings at the
Cypress, TX, campus over the past year. Do come
join us for the luncheon. It will be a great time to
enjoy a wonderful meal together.

Our next outreach will be the “Baby Bottle”
fundraiser. We will distribute the bottles to church
members on Mother’s Day. We ask that you fill a
bottle with coins (or cash) and be ready to turn them
back in on Father’s Day. This project has been going
on for the last three years and has proven to be a success each year.

Betty Long and Judy Bartz will be going to
Trinity, Monroe on February 15th for their Silent
Auction and Luncheon to benefit Good Sam. Wonder how much Betty will bid for the “Apple” they
raffle each year? What a sweet treat!

Our next meeting will be on March 8th at 2
p.m. at Christ Lutheran. Please feel free to come to
the meeting and see first hand what this outreach is
all about.

There will be a “two-day Rummage Sale”
this spring on April 3rd and 4th (a Friday and Saturday). Times will be 7 a.m. until 2 p.m. on both days.
More information will be in next month’s edition.

Thanks for all your love, concern and support.
*****

*****

ATTENTION: The Board of Lay Leaders have approved the use of new
Purchase Requisition forms and Donation In Kind forms to help keep track
of our expenditures and gifts. The forms will be kept in the Secretary’s office for easy access by all members. The use of these forms is self explanatory but if you have a problem, please feel free to ask any member of
the Board.
4

A couple of weeks ago at our Wednesday Night Service, I had fun going over real life situations of today
and matching them up to the Ten Commandments. We discussed many proposed questions. To name a
few, here are some of the questions:
I.

I called on the Lord when I hit my thumb with a hammer when hanging a picture, ... was that religious our sinful?

II.

I loaded my friends music onto my iPod, is that a sin?

III.

I have the worst neighbor, she has men visiting her all hours of the night. Is that a sin?

There were many other questions and we discussed how they could be sinful or maybe how they are not
sinful, depending on your heart and/or your response. We had a lot of fun, but it became obvious to each
and every person that we all fall short and are sinners. Question one is tied to the 2nd Commandment
“You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. Question 2 addressed the 7t h Commandment “You
shall not steal.” Most people think question three is addressing the 6th Commandment “You shall not
commit adultery”, but it is actually dealing with the 8th Commandment “You shall not give false testimony
against your neighbor.” Luther writes in the Small Catechism “What does this mean? We should fear and
love God so that we do not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his reputation, but
defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in the kindest way.” You may respond back that
it’s not a violation if it is true! But the Bible does tell us to not be a gossip. We don’t have to go and tell
everyone else. That is destructive. The Bible does say to “Love your neighbor as yourself.
The more you study the Law and Gospel of the Bible, the more you realize that you are a sinner, just like
your neighbor. Sin is sin! Sometimes we are too busy comparing our life to others when we need only to
look in the mirror. Then we can truly confess “we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves...” It is comforting to know that this is the reason for Christmas
and Easter. God has abundantly shown His grace and mercy by sending his Son to take on the punishment for our sins! The wages of sin bring death, but Christ bore our sins and died as a substitute for our
lives. You have been forgiven through His life, death and resurrection! You are a new creation! You
ARE forgiven! The past is gone. No need to carry them with you, God has forgiven you and will remember them no more. I ask you to share this love and forgiveness by inviting your neighbor to church this
Sunday! Who is your neighbor? Everyone! But let’s start with your neighbor next door or across the
street.
Galatians 5:14 “The entire law is summed up in a single command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Well, it appears I’ve gone and done it again! I’ve messed up and written another article
that seems to have shaken the foundation a bit, and now, the editor of this fine publication has solicited at least one more. Perhaps I’ll make her wish she hadn’t gone to the
trouble with my efforts this time? Only time will tell, right? (Thanks for the vote of
confidence Mom)
I mentioned that it appears my last article “shook things up a bit”. Well, if that’s the case, and some good and
positive things come out of it, then fantastic! Of course, if things stay the way “they always were” then I just wasted
my time and yours along with my having the “sap” of a few dead trees on my conscience. I’m not sure I want that
hanging over my head so while I’m typing this one out on my laptop, I’m mumbling constant prayer as I go. I hope
and pray that not only my efforts, but those of the entire Board of Lay Leaders are worthy of your trust.
The road we chose as our own back on February 10, 2008 was one rife with potholes and dangerous curves, but
guess what? With the help of God, we’ve managed to make tremendous progress in a relatively short amount of
time. And to be perfectly honest with you, it’s hard to imagine just how much we have accomplished! Granted,
we’re not in our new facility yet, but our Real Estate Committee is working on it every week. We have been
worshiping as one, consolidated congregation since August, a mere 6 months after our historic vote to merge. We’ve
built a new constitution and by-laws from the ground up and had them approved by our own Southern District of the
LCMS. We’ve chosen a new congregational name and mission statement. We have a new Youth Group called
“Embers” who have been more active than many of us ever thought possible. We even have a younger group of kids
called “Sparks” who are equally active. Both of these groups represent our future leaders, waiting in the wings, so
please be sure to give these fine young folks a “pat on the back” and all the encouragement you can. These small
“investments” will pay huge dividends in Christ Lutheran’s future!
We’ve had our first calendar planning meeting and made even more historic changes to the way “we’ve always
done things” and believe it or not, most folks seemed quite pleased at the results! Sure, we have a long way to go to
get to where we want to be, but WE ARE HEADING IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION! We just have to keep the faith.
Yes, it’s easy to be discouraged when things don’t necessarily go our way, but does that mean we just quit and walk
away? If we end up choosing purple drapes instead of those orange ones that Alan P. wants to use, does that mean
he’s going to walk away? I don’t think so! If we end up building a sanctuary with no video screens like Pastor
Culver wants, does that mean he’s going to walk away? I hope not! If we as a congregation choose a location for our
new facility somewhere in North Bossier will I walk away? NO! None of us should allow things such as these to
cause us to leave our family at Christ Lutheran Church. They just aren’t important enough to make us leave our
church family. Sure, if we were to allow the teaching and preaching of false doctrine, we’d be inclined to make a
move, but only after we did everything in our power to correct those mistakes first.
My point in mentioning these examples is this. We are about to make a decision on where we will build our new
church home. I’m begging each and every one of you to keep in mind the responsibilities we charged our Real Estate
Committee with. We asked them as a group to gather information on available properties. Research and rank them
by accessibility, affordability, visibility, security and finally potential for growth. After having sat in on quite a few
of these meetings, I can say without a doubt that they’ve done a pretty good job of doing just these things. Yes, there
will always be “that other property” we could’ve had, but hindsight is always 20/20. We have to trust our Lord to
lead us where we will be able to touch the most lives. We are compelled to reach out to the un-churched and the
de-churched, bringing them to know of the loving and saving grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
Let us hope and pray that our collective efforts are “good and positive” and worthy of those words of the Great
Commission, to “go forth and baptize all nations, in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
and surely I will be with you to the very end of the age”…
In Him,
Mike Holland
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GOD LIVES UNDER THE BED
I envy Kevin. My brother Kevin thinks God lives under his bed. At least that's what I heard him say one
night. He was praying out loud in his dark bedroom, and I stopped to listen, 'Are you there, God?' he said. 'Where are
you? Oh, I see. Under the bed...'
I giggled softly and tiptoed off to my own room. Kevin's unique perspectives are often a source of amusement.
But that night something else lingered long after the humor. I realized for the first time the very different world Kevin
lives in.
He was born 30 years ago, mentally disabled as a result of difficulties during labor. Apart from his size (he's 6foot-2), there are few ways in which he is an adult. He reasons and communicates with the capabilities of a 7-year-old,
and he always will. He will probably always believe that God lives under his bed, that Santa Claus is the one who fills the
space under our tree every Christmas and that airplanes stay up in the sky because angels carry them.
I remember wondering if Kevin realizes he is different. Is he ever dissatisfied with his monotonous life?
Up before dawn each day, off to work at a workshop for the disabled, home to walk our cocker spaniel, return to
eat his favorite macaroni-and-cheese for dinner, and later to bed. The only variation in the entire scheme is laundry,
when he hovers excitedly over the washing machine like a mother with her newborn child. He does not seem dissatisfied.
He lopes out to the bus every morning at 7:05, eager for a day of simple work. He wrings his hands excitedly
while the water boils on the stove before dinner, and he stays up late twice a week to gather our dirty laundry for his
next day's laundry chores. And Saturdays-oh, the bliss of Saturdays! That's the day my Dad takes Kevin to the airport
to have a soft drink, watch the planes land, and speculate loudly on the destination of each passenger inside. 'That one's
goin' to Chi-car-go! ' Kevin shouts as he claps his hands. His anticipation is so great he can hardly sleep on Friday
nights.
And so goes his world of daily rituals and weekend field trips. He doesn't know what it means to be discontent.
His life is simple.
He will never know the entanglements of wealth of power, and he does not care what brand of clothing he wears
or what kind of food he eats. His needs have always been met, and he never worries that one day they may not be. His
hands are diligent. Kevin is never so happy as when he is working. When he unloads the dishwasher or vacuums the carpet, his heart is completely in it.
He does not shrink from a job when it is begun, and he does not leave a job until it is finished. But when his
tasks are done, Kevin knows how to relax. He is not obsessed with his work or the work of others His heart is pure. He
still believes everyone tells the truth, promises must be kept, and when you are wrong, you apologize instead of argue.
Free from pride and unconcerned with appearances, Kevin is not afraid to cry when he is hurt, angry or sorry.
He is always transparent, always sincere. And he trusts God.
Not confined by intellectual reasoning, when he comes to Christ, he comes as a child. Kevin seems to know God to really be friends with Him in a way that is difficult for an 'educated' person to grasp. God seems like his closest companion.
In my moments of doubt and frustrations with my Christianity I envy the security Kevin has in his simple faith.
It is then that I am most willing to admit that he has some divine knowledge that rises above my mortal questions It is
then I realize that perhaps he is not the one with the handicap. I am. My obligations, my fear, my pride, my circumstances - they all become disabilities when I do not trust them to God's care
Who knows if Kevin comprehends things I can never learn? After all, he has spent his whole life in that kind of
innocence, praying after dark and soaking up the goodness and love of God.
And one day, when the mysteries of heaven are opened, and we are all amazed at how close God really is to our
hearts, I'll realize that God heard the simple prayers of a boy who believed that God lived under his bed. Kevin won't be
surprised at all!

FRIENDS ARE ANGELS WHO LIFT US TO OUR FEET
WHEN OUR WINGS HAVE TROUBLE REMEMBERING HOW TO FLY
[This was e-mailed to me the other day and I thought you might enjoy reading this beautiful story. God Bless. JMH]
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Embers (The Youth): Spread the Fire!
Rescue Mission—Thirteen of our group went over to the Rescue Mission on January 17th. We
had a lot of fun serving lunch to the guests and realizing the “good” we could provide, we’ll be
going back every other month to help out. After serving lunch to the needy, our group treated
ourselves to fun and fellowship by going to the Bossier Mall to have lunch at the food court.
Window Decals—Our group will be selling window decals for only $10 each. Be sure to get yours
so you can proudly display our church name on your car. Look for one of our
group before or after church to buy your decal.
Super Bowl Party—We’ll be hosting a super bowl
party at 5 p.m. on February 1st in the church Fellowship Hall.

Mardi Gras—We’ll be helping out with the church’s Mardi Gras fund raiser on February 14 & 21.
We’ll be filling helium balloons and doing face painting.
Ash Wednesday Lenten Supper — will be hosted by the Youth on February 25th. We will be
serving spaghetti and we need to be at the church at 4:30 p.m. to help prepare the meal.
Car Wash –We’ll be having one during the Rummage Sale on April 4th. We will take advantage
of the traffic by providing an opportunity for sale shoppers to have
their vehicles washed. “Save your dirt!!”

Easter Egg Hunt— The Youth will be assisting with the Sunday School’s Egg Hunt on Saturday,
April 11th.
30 Hour Famine— The Youth voted to have a 30-hour famine during their summer break. The
dates will be firmed up later. During this famine, we will paint our Youth logo on portable signage that can move with them wherever we will be.
Flocking— And last, but not least, we will be “flocking” again. “Insurance” will be available.
More information will be coming out soon.
Madison Cooley, Secretary
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February Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Nixon Shavers —1
Warren Manchester—2
Agatha & Robert McCall—19

Sarah Parmater—2

Ceil & Bill Manning—27

Patrick Shavers —3
Wanda Neathery—5
Clint Bowman—8
Kaley Constable—11

Shawn Whitlock—22

Zachary Gramm—21

Marie Carlson—23

Henry Conradi—22

Jim Larrieu—26

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Jill
Bridges, Christy Chandler, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del Monte, Wick Hawes, Bernice
Heppner, David Huckabee, Chuck & Nancy Johnson, Sylvia Ladage, Jim Larrieu, Lonnie, Warren Manchester, Sam Marshall, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie Purser, Joe Randolph,
Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Ken Stump, Marilyn Symmank, Gage Taylor, Lyle ‘Doc’ & Pat Wibben,
Lewis Wiist and Dot Wilkening.

If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Our Christian Love and Sympathy is extended to the family and friends of
…..
Sammie Burnett, a former member of Our Savior. As some of you will remember, Sammie
drew the pictures of most of Our Savior’s pastors over the years, from Pastor Puglia through Pastor Loose. It was at that point that she moved back to her hometown in Muskogee, OK to live close
to her family. Sammie’s sister, Delores Owens, recently dropped us a note to let us know that Sammie had passed away on October 24, 2008. Delores said that Sammie loved her church in Shreveport so much and this was the reason she was so reluctant to leave this area. She was a precious,
talented lady and we’ve missed her very much.
Our Continued Prayers for ALL Christians
and, specifically, for our Lutheran brethren throughout Shreveport-Bossier
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Great Ideas Need Action
As I reflect on the way our new congregation is
coming together I am very encouraged and am absolutely convinced the Lord is helping us move in the
right direction. Just under a year ago, on 10 February, two congregations voted to commit to becoming
one new congregation. We stepped out in faith that
God has big plans for the LCMS in the Shreveport/Bossier communities.

About a year ago we had some people interested in
doing feasibility studies and spending time getting to
know one another. That would have been one way
to proceed but we also had people willing to again
rely on faith and work on a concept to move things
along a bit faster. Many people prayed very hard
and a brand new LCMS congregation was formed in
the area.

simple words from one
of my favorite songs,
“they will know we are
Christians by our
love.”
Remember,
showing love to one another both in our congregation and in our community is a very important
action.
Alan Parmater
Chairman, Board of Lay Leaders
******

God has his timetable and He has put talented people in place to work the many details. However, we
continue to need people to come together to take
care of the myriad of details before us. We need the
great ideas, but we also need ACTION. We can not
rely on a small handful of people to take on all the
details and work. Many people have talents that can
contribute to building a first rate, twenty-first century ministry to touch the lives of those around us
and even to the ends of the earth.

We also continue to need action as we make decisions about where to locate a new building. We also
February 8th after worship service
need to make decisions about what type of building
or buildings to build first. We need to take action on will be our next Congregational Assembly
how to fund Christ Lutheran’s ministries. There are Meeting. Lunch will be served just prior to
many actions still needed and it will continue to take
this very important meeting. Circle this date
dedicated people to carry out the needed actions.

on your calendar so you don’t miss the items
of interest that will be discussed during this
There will be differences of opinion and there will meeting. See you there!
be obstacles but with the help of our Lord, we can
continue to move forward. Wonderful relationships
are forming and we should always remember the
10

LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION [LWML]

Special Dates in February

Puzzle Answers
Bible Quiz: B ( See 2 Kings 5)
Just for Kids: “Trust in him at all times, O
people; pour out your hearts to him, for God
is our refuge” Psalm 62:8
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•

African-American History Month

•

Boy Scout Sunday—8th

•

Valentine’s Day—14th

•

Pr4sidents’ Day —16th

•

Transfiguration of the Lord—22nd

•

Ash Wednesday—15th

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Phrases From Revelation
Revelation, the last book in the Bible, was written by John the Revelator, on the island of
Patmos. It gives a picture of the closing events on this earth, and the final triumph of Christ
Jesus, our Lord. Below are thirty phrases found in this book.
==============================================================================
ALPHA AND OMEGA
ARMAGEDDON
BABYLON THE GREAT
BLOOD OF THE LAMB
BOOK OF LIFE
BOTTOMLESS PIT
COME AND SEE
COME, LORD JESUS
CROWN OF LIFE
FALSE PROPHET
GOG AND MAGOG
GREAT EARTHQUAKE
LAKE OF FIRE

SEVEN CHURCHES

MARRIAGE SUPPER

SHARP SICKLE

NEW EARTH

THOUSAND YEARS

NEW HEAVEN

TWELVE GATES

NEW JERUSALEM

WATER OF LIFE

NO NIGHT

WHITE AS SNOW

NO MORE DEATH

WHITE ROBES

PURE GOLD

WOE, WOE, WOE

SEVEN CANDLESTICKS

WRATH OF GOD
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BOARD OF LAY LEADERS MEETING Out Reach—Mardi Gras: We will be handing out
printed balloons and bags with church information
HIGH LIGHTS!
on/and in them to people who come to our fundJanuary 19, 2009

raiser during the Mardi Gras parades February 14 &
21. We will apply for matching funds from
Thrivent for this project.

Elders: Worship Schedule has been completed for
the whole year. A bulletin board showing the SunTrustees: We have a roofing contractor (church
day schedule for each week will be placed on the
member) coming by to look at the roof for needed
Narthex wall close to the balcony stairs for the
benefit of the Elders, Ushers, Readers, Acolytes etc. repairs.
Budget: In the future, we should be able to predict Real Estate: This committee will present two
properties (with statistics) to the congregation at the
our new budget from the previous year’s income
meeting on February 8 for its information and conand expenses. We also have new P.O. forms and
Donation in Kind forms (see more on this elsewhere sideration. On March 1 there will be another congregation assembly to further consider a property of
in this newsletter) kept in the Secretary’s office.
preference.
Calendar: Current month’s calendar is now on our
web site. The BLL will hosts the Lenten meals with Organist Salary: It was decided to offer our organist an increase in salary for the new year.
the exception of the first one which the Youth will
host. Board meetings will now be held on the Mon- Portals of Prayer: Pastor announced that we had
days opposite the Activity Nights. The next BLL
received the order for 100 Portals of Prayer and we
meeting will be on February 2.
received a donation of $75 to pay for the first quarter. The second quarter’s order has been placed.

********************************************** **********************************************

“Behind the Scenes: Loren Culver, Oral
History Project Associate”
In a recent email from the R.W. Norton Museum we
noticed a wonderful article describing the interesting our
own Lori Culver does at the museum. If you’ll go to this
email address: newsletter@rwnaf.org and then click on
the “Behind the Scenes …” as listed above, it will bring
up the details of her project. Or even better, ask Lori
herself about her work. We did, and we could immediately see the passion she feels for what she does. My
friends, she has a “dream job!” If you doubt me, just
check it out for yourself. See, I told you.
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Children Prepare for Christmas Eve Program
As you can see from the pictures below, the children (and Youth) enjoyed their Christmas Party after the last
program rehearsal. All the fun and work culminated into a wonderful program which was followed by a beautiful candlelight service. We then all walked slowly outside to the front of the church singing Silent Night AND
joining Pastor shouting, “Merry Christmas!” It was an evening to remember in every imaginable way. Well,
YOU know, since most of you were there!
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole world. Bible reading
and Bible study are important to us as we
continue in our relationship with the very
Word made flesh—Jesus Christ

Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to be
active and present in the water of Holy Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy Communion as His Word is connected with these
elements. God comes to us with His promises of grace, forgiveness and new life.
Faith receives the blessings bestowed in and
through these means of grace.

Holy Spirit Heeding!

Love Sharing!

Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved two thousand years ago
when Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to
each of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Christ Lutheran Church is here to
make everyone a disciple of Christ by teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by supporting one another in
love, however necessary, and by using the
gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of
the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that if the world hated Him
and
persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said that
when he was weak then was He strong. We
understand we are poor, miserable sinners
— saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your God
with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind,” and “love your
neighbor as yourself.” At Christ Lutheran
Church we are reminded by this simple
phrase: Serving God, Serving People
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