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Some members of Christ Lutheran decided to treat our
congregation to buttons declaring the special message, “God’s
Gift—Merry Christmas!” They are meant to be worn with
pride to display to all our Christian commitment to our Lord
and Savior and to all our fellow man.
.
Pick up a couple of buttons from the display in the Narthex . . . And be sure to . . .

. . . WEAR ONE—SHARE ONE!
Merry Christmas to you all and AMEN!

Trunk N Treat for the Whole Family!
These photos taken by our own Glenda Conradi, were taken on October 31st during this year’s
Trunk N Treat fun. As you can see, there were many who dressed up the back of their cars and
trunks to be ready for whatever trick or treaters who came by. AND, I’m
sure you notice that not only the kids were having fun!

LAP BLANKET MINISTRY
A group from the Thursday morning Bible Class took 70 lap blankets to the residents
of Garden Park Nursing Home right before Thanksgiving. One resident was heard saying
she couldn’t afford to pay for her blanket and she was delighted to hear they were FREE from
the members of Christ Lutheran! Isn’t that special? Thanks to Sigrid Reeves and Arla Stump
for heading up this ministry and to all the talented ladies, within and out of the congregation
(Arla, Sigrid, Lori Culver, Terri Holland, Joan Holland and Pat Gillespie), for using their talents to support this ministry. We also thank Jan Shavers for making the little crosses that
could be attached to each blanket.
All members and friends, who can knit or crochet, are asked to start working now on
lap blankets to have enough by next November to hand out to many more deserving residents
of an area nursing home. See Arla or Sigrid for more information.
VA HOSPITAL KITS
Jim and Sigrid Reeves reported they were able to deliver over 50 personal
hygiene kits to the patients at VA Hospital! GOOD JOB! The Kits were most welcomed. We are asked to start saving up items for future kits, as they would start
collecting again right after the first of the year.

The Dress for Success Program will also continue after Christmas. Your help
with this activity has been just wonderful. What a generous congregation we
have!
******

IN BASKET
We received a wonderful letter from Jennifer Boehlke saying they were able , after many
months, to buy a small, very neglected house that was in foreclosure.‖ Their neighbors assured them it had ―good bones.‖ Their new address is: Pastor and Jennifer Boehlke, 17166
Flanders Street, Granada Hills, CA 91344-2512. Jennifer, please email us a picture of you
and Craig in front of your new home. We’d love to share it with our readers.
Jennifer wrote a sweet little side note stating, ―You are doing a great job with the newsletter...
We love seeing familiar faces (and all the new faces) and reading about what is going
on.‖ [As a matter of fact we’ve been hearing from several former members who say they
read the newsletter from cover to cover and enjoy keeping up with old friends. Words like
these make being this newsletter’s editor so rewarding (and fun!) God Bless—JMH]
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Sunday School
It was wonderful to have Sunday School attendance at ―74‖ on Sunday, Nov. 15th! The
crowd during the 9 a.m. opening just about filled the Fellowship Hall. Thanks to all our teachers and students for adjusting to the room changes and shortage of space until we have the
Rummage Sale on Dec. 5th.
Wasn’t it awesome seeing the children and youth sing on Nov. 15th. As Lois Jackson
stated, they were singing praises to the Lord and putting feeling into it and enjoying! The Children & Youth Choir will be singing again soon. We’ll also have solos and duets! Special
thanks to our Organist Britt Endsley for accompanying the singers. What a combination of talent we had that Sunday morning!
We’re blessed to have such dedicated teachers who are committed to sharing God’s
Word. Rene’ Reeves, has been an inspiration to us for continuing each week, even though she’s
been sharing her time visiting son, Jonathan, in LSUHSC every spare minute.
Ms. Mable (Powell) who had taught several generations of children in Sunday School
and even though not in the best of health, she has managed to go visit Jonathan, one of her former students and to pray with him.
Our Christmas Program will be at 6 p.m. on Sunday, December 20th. We look forward
to seeing the Youth and Children perform the Christmas Story again this year. Along with the
teachers, Philip Moorehead and Sharon McMillon are helping preparing the children for their
performance. There will be a Christmas party for them to be announced.
Our next Teachers Meeting will be on January 24th after church service.
In Christian Love,
Judy Bartz

GAME NIGHT
We’ve been having a lot of fun all year with our Activity Nights. It’s been
great being able to get to know one another better while playing games and
sharing laughter We plan to meet again New Year’s Eve after worship service. Come join us and bring finger food to share, a game to play (if you
wish) and help us bring in the New Year together!
“When you get to the end of your wits,
You’ll find God lives there”
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Does God answer prayers? I’m often asked this question, usually in
times of crisis. Well, a lot of things happened in the month of November with many Christ Lutheran people being in hospitals or going
through medical crisis. I found myself sitting in various hospital
waiting rooms and put into a lot of strange and uncomfortable situations. While I usually do not
wear my clerical collar shirt, I usually do not hide the fact that I’m a pastor. Many of my shirts have
Christ Lutheran and Pastor embroidered where people can see it. You get to meet a lot of people in
a waiting room and many depend on each other for strength. On more than three occasions in one
day, I was sharing with others about Jesus and prayer. For some people, I was teaching how to pray,
others– how to listen. It was truly eye opening to be in the heart of so many people in need. A time
to put faith into action. It was also great seeing our church members sharing their faith with others.
The painful part of prayer is sometimes God’s answer is ―No‖, but ―no‖ is still an answer. A lot of
time was spent talking about God’s ―will‖ and that God will answer the His way, not our way. It is
great when His way and our way are the same. It is painful when our ―yes‖ is answered by His
―NO‖. I must admit that hospitals put even a pastor’s faith to test. It leaves me scratching my head
and asking ―why‖ when I may never know the reason. But I still stand rock solid and firm that God
does answer prayers. Sometimes God simply blows you away with his answer.
While sitting in the waiting room, I was talking on the phone with a member that has her own health
crisis when all of a sudden a lot of screaming and crying breaks out at the front of the waiting room.
I looked up and realized that the family of a young man who was in a motorcycle accident was being
informed by the doctors that he died. It was unexpected– not that the severity of the injuries were
unknown, they knew the head and body injuries were critical. It is just that it happened so fast.
They never thought that the day would begin as any other day, but by the end, a loved one would be
dead. We all heard the wailing and hysteria. All of our hearts came to a stand still and we were
speechless. Their hurt was real and we felt it too! As a pastor, you don’t know when to jump in and
when to stand back. Are they Christian? Is this the right time to step in? Will their response slam
God or acknowledge God. Everyone in the waiting room is scared. This family are not part of your
flock. I did the only thing I could think of... I prayed. I still remember my prayer. ―Oh Lord, I feel
their hurt. Help them. Lord, I don’t know what to do. If you can use me to help these people, make
it happen! Make it happen! Amen!‖ I stood up, took two steps to get around the table when the
Doctor called out in a loud voice ―Is there a pastor in the room?‖ The Reeves clan all called out and
I stepped into the huddled family. I prayed with the family and to those in the room. We took the
pain and gave it to the Lord. I also prayed to give them strength, comfort and peace– to get them
through this terrible time. I don’t remember a whole lot of the prayer... I simply let the Holy Spirit
guide me through the crisis.
What blew me away is that I asked for God to open up an opportunity in the tragedy. Within 3 seconds, it happened! The answer came through the doctor when he asked ―Is there a pastor in the
room?‖ Coincidence? I don’t think so! God answered my prayer. I must admit that sometimes
God is not so obvious! But I still stand rock solid and firm that God does answer prayers. Sometimes I must look at the situation from another angle or perspective to see his answer. God does answer prayers! As for the man that died. He received a healing that is far more complete than any
one of us was praying for... God is giving him a new body. To those who die in the faith, death is
simply a new beginning, living for eternity in the presence of God. Heaven IS our destination! It is
at these times that we come to really appreciate the wonderful Christmas gift that God gave us, the
gift of His son Jesus Christ. He is what we are all about!

Pastor Perry Culver

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
―Tis the season, to be jolly!‖ or so the song goes, and
after last month’s elections, I may have to re-think that one!
Well, perhaps that’s being a bit too critical but I’ll try to explain
what I mean.
You see, something that those of us fortunate enough to
hold elective office in our congregation have in common is
looking forward to that special Sunday in November when we
will either be re-elected or
retired. More often than not though, it’s the former rather than the
latter.
I’ve joked in the past regarding the lack of folks volunteering for service, but here lately
it’s not much of a laughing matter. It saddens me that we seem to always have the same folks
doing the same jobs year after year or at best, the same group of folks but serving in different
positions. One of the reasons most often mentioned prior to and quite often since becoming
Christ Lutheran was having a larger pool of people to serve or hold elective office. Unfortunately, that hasn’t been enough to change things.
So, what can we do about it? As for me, I will continue to pray that the Holy Spirit
move each person toward service in some manner or another and soon. I believe it’s because of
these prayers by, not only me, but quite a few others that we have two new additions to the
BLL! Truly reasons to celebrate!
We’re on the precipice of something really special! This is a time that both of our
former congregations would’ve given anything for had we just had the right folks in the right
positions at the right time. Hence, my appeal for volunteers now. Who knows what might’ve
happened in the past if that ―right person‖ had stepped forward when called upon?
We’ve had great people doing tremendous things for both churches over the years, so
please don’t misunderstand my intentions with this letter. It’s just that right now, Christ
Lutheran Church has a greater need for volunteers than at any time in its’ brief history.
As I mentioned at our congregational meeting in November, we are looking to establish
an office service similar to what was once called the ―Office Angels‖ to assist Pastor Culver in
his day to day duties. We’re looking for a few people to help out with picking out and pricing
the furnishings for our new facility. We also need to start planning now for our upcoming ―On
Christ, We Build‖ ground breaking ceremony. And probably most important of all, we need
folks to help out with our Capital Campaign. With the anxiety over our ability to begin Phase 2
(sanctuary) of our Master Plan as soon as possible, the need for an effective fund raising campaign is paramount! I’d like to take this opportunity to challenge those that are most concerned with this particular aspect of our plan to step forward and help ensure its happening. What better way to make sure it does than by being involved in the planning and implementation of Phase 2?
I will close by saying that in spite of how daunting the future may appear right now,
how grateful I am for being re-elected as your congregational chairman. I am looking forward
to working with the BLL and your Building Committee toward the completion of our new Family Life Center. This along with the many other activities around our church home is enough to
keep me busy for my complete term. I’m taking this opportunity now to ask for your help.
Continued next page > > >

Continued from previous page . . .

When announcements are made prior to our worship services and volunteers are needed,
please strongly consider stepping up to the plate and helping out. Who knows? That next
―spark‖ that lights the fires of progress might just be YOU!
In great anticipation of the celebration of
the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
Mike Holland
BUILDING COMMITTEE UPDATE
The committee has been meeting as often as possible even without our chairman,
Phil Moorehead who was out with health issues. (Hurry back Phil!)
 We met with James Sides again and gave him our requirements and requests. He gave us
a set of plans that need only slight alteration to fulfill our committee’s wishes.
 The set of plans (with our suggested changes) were presented to the congregation on November 15 for approval. The plans are for a ―two-building‖ setup; 6,000 square foot building
for our Family Life Center and a 2,000 square foot building attached via covered walkway
that will house pastor’s office as well as class-rooms.
 These plans were approved by the congregation with only slight changes.
Mr. Sides has been informed of our vote and will now begin drawing a set of plans that we
can take to the Fire Marshall’s office for approval. This is the first step toward receiving the
sets of plans needed for the bidding process.
 Our next request from the congregation will be for funding to begin construction on our
new facility.
Mike Holland, on behalf of the
Building Committee
*********************************************************************************
Newly Elected Congregational Officers:
Chairman—Mike Holland

Elders: Phil Moorehead Mack McKinley
Brian Carlson
Jerry Bartz
With two empty slots waiting to be filled.

Secretary—Doris Moorehead
Treasurer—[Marie Carlson, because of ill health, will be unable to fulfill her term.
As soon as another person has agreed to assume this position, it will be announced.]
Laymen at Large—Bernie Conradi, Rob Meyer & Melissa Meeks
Continuing Officers for this year:
Vice Chairman -Mike O’Connor
Financial Secretary—Mary List
Laymen at Large—Dottie McIntosh & Ken Stump

Our camping trip on October 23, 24 & 25 was lots of fun. The photos
below show some of the activities we really enjoyed.
 We’ve scheduled an Elephant Workshop on December 19th at the
church. Anyone who would like to come help us with this program is invited to join us.
 Our Youth Christmas Party is scheduled for December 20th at Matt





Holland’s home.
Braided Bread Sales have been turned in. We’ve raised approximately $800.00! Thank
You! Delivery date should be December 2.
Calendar Sales have been completed for the second go-round. We sold two cases and raised
$162.00 for the New Building Fund.



Thanks and God Bless,
*****

Pictures Courtesy of Madison Cooley
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Shelby Carlson, Secretary

December Birthdays and Anniversaries

Terry Whitlock—1
Becky Brewer—2
Taylor Foss—2
Bill Burns—5
Larry Hovis—5
Jennifer Kidwell—6
Ben Bull—7
Dottie McIntosh—8
Doug Soderstrom—8

Joshua Cooley—11
Chuck Johnson—13
Megan Kidwell—13
Patrick Fertitta—14
Philip Jones—20
Nasette Martin—20
Kay Stebbins—20
Lorraine Shumaker—30

Jerry & Judy Bartz—5th
Jim & Avis Kyler—14
Mike & Rene’ Reeves—27

PRAYERS
Illness Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Marie Carlson,
Christy Chandler, Crawford Constable, Ebony & Dashir, Eloise Culver, Lanny Culver, Kathy Gregio, Merlin Hanson, Bernice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Sylvia Ladage, Marilyn Leavitt, Warren Manchester,
Ceil & Bill Manning, Jeff Meeks, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Bonnie Purser, Joe
Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Jonathan Reeves, Alan Richard, Sean Corbin Whitlock, Louie Rockett, Ted
Rushton, Marilyn Symmank, Pat Wibben, James Wynne, Lewis Wiist and Dot Wilkening.
If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Brandon McCall
James Schumaker

Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.

Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Lutherans for Life
It was wonderful to see so many of you
turn out to support our annual spaghetti Take
Out/Dine In meal. Through your support and
the communities, we were able to raise over
$300.00. It was especially nice to see the fellowship shared with one another. Thanks to
those of you who furnished the cakes for dessert—a great help! (see pictures on Page 15)

Don’t forget to keep those Campbell
Soup labels coming in.

Phonics Outreach

We’re still having a great time tutoring our
eight students which is, at times, a little challenging but always rewarding. We did present
Central Christian with a donation for their allowing us to use their building for these
classes. The children are excited when they
Our next meeting will be at 2 p.m. on
have accomplished their expected goals and
January 10th, 2010. January is also the month are eager to share with each other each week.
we celebrate the Sanctity of Life Sunday.
Date will be announced in next month’s news- We will be off during the Christmas Holidays
(we follow the Caddo Parish school year.
letter.
Each year we give the children a small gift
The officers of LFL will be presenting and a little party before the break. A Blessed
a check to the Crisis Pregnancy Center soon.
Christmas to all!
Thrivent has agreed to give us $800 in matching funds. Please continue to keep this minis*****
try in your prayers.
IN BASKET:

Good Samaritan Update
Our Good Samaritan Rummage Sale
(December 5th) has also turned into a ―clean
out the storage shed sale‖ as well and we’ll be
sorting out items to keep or sell. Quite an
overwhelming task but we know it will all
work out well. A portion of the proceeds will
still go to the Good Samaritan Auxiliary Ministry and the proceeds from the items chosen
from the Storage Building will go into our
New Building Fund! What a great sale this
will be with bargains galore! Remember: Saturday, December 5 from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m. Any
items left over after the sale will be given to
the Shreveport Rescue Mission, unless otherwise designated.
Thanks to the Daughters of Christ
(LWML) for having Good Samaritan as one of
their mission projects for the coming year.

Theresa Newkirk sends her love. She will be home
for Christmas and we look forward to seeing her.
She keeps all of us in her prayers. Daughter,
Christine, keeps her informed of the goings on at
Christ Lutheran as do her many friends.

WELCOMING PATRICK FERTITTA
home during his Thanksgiving vacation was
great. He even sang in church with the Youth
and S.S. children. As he returns to the seminary in St. Louis, he will be starting his Hebrew class and we’re sure he’ll do as well with
this. We’ll be waiting to hear more of your
experiences at the sem Patrick. God Bless!

Thank You

Daughters of Christ—LWML

Thank you to Katie Reuter for faithfully
mailing
greeting cards to members and
Mission Outreach for 2010
their immediate families during illnesses and at
Mike Box Offering Goal—$2,000.00
the death of a loved one. Dottie McIntosh has
Mission Project Grants
volunteered to continue this ministry. Please
 Seminary Students—Patrick Fertitta
(St. Louis) & Don Welmer (Ft. Wayne) notify Dottie of any hospitalizations or deaths
within our church family.
 Providence House
 Good Samaritan Auxiliary
Fund Raiser—Fashion Show & Tea on
Ladies Christmas Party
March 6, 2010
Dottie
McIntosh has graciously ofMission In-Gatherings
fered her home for a special Ladies Christ Coupons for Military
mas Party on December 11 beginning at 6:30
 Recycle Greeting & Christmas Cards
p.m. Ladies are asked to bring a dish (snack
Mission Service Projects
or dessert) to share. Secret Sisters will be re Grace Homes Meals
vealed. A sign-up sheet will be posted so
 Greeting Cards of Encouragement, Get
Well Wishes & Sympathy to congregation Dottie can plan for her guests.
Sharon Mills
members
 Lap Blankets & Hats for those in wheelchairs, in nursing homes or homebound.
Special Dates in December
Congregational Service Projects

6th—Second
Sunday of Advent
 Confirmation Reception
 13th—Third Sunday of Advent
 New Church Shower Event







Spiritual and Social Fellowship for 2010
Northern Zone LWML Rally
Spring Rally on March 27, 2010 at St.
Paul Lutheran, Shreveport
Fall Rally on October 2, 2010 at Trinity
Lutheran, Monroe
LA-MS District LWML convention April
30 through May 2, 2010 in Jackson, MS
Secret Sisters, yearlong and ending with a
Christmas Party
Ladies Lunch Out—May 15, July 24 and
November 20, 2010
Ladies Fall Shopping Trip to LA Boardwalk on November 20, 2010
Congrats to Newly Elected Officers!
President—Melissa Meeks
Vice President—Dottie McIntosh
Secretary—Sharon Mills
Treasurer—Judy Bartz







29th—Fourth Sunday of Advent
21st—First day of winter
24th—Christmas Eve
25th—Christmas Day
31st—New Year’s Eve/Watch Night

Puzzle Answers
Bible Quiz—A
Just for Kids—1. Herod, 2. Magi, 3. disturbed, 4.
Micah, 5. Bethlehem, 6. worship, 7. star, 8. overjoyed, 9. mother, Mary, 10. bow down, 11. gold,
incense, myrrh, 12. gifts, 13. dream, 14. route.

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS

CHRISTMAS is the
time of the year when
Christians celebrate the
birth of Christ. The first
observance of December
25 as Christmas was in
the time of Constantine
in the 4th Century A.D.
Protestants and Catholics observe Christmas
on December 25; the
Eastern Orthodox
churches celebrate it on
January 6; and the Armenian churches keep in
on January 19. Here
are 50 words and
phrases associated with
Christmas.

Above is a picture showing Gen. Volesky presenting our own Lt. Col. Mike Reeves with his second
Bronze Star on October 28! Congratulations Mike and we look forward to seeing you back home soon.
(Picture courtesy of Sigrid Reeves)

A FEW MORE PICTURES TAKEN
AT THE RECENT YOUTH CAR WASH!
(Thanks to Madison Cooley for these Photos

This and That!

Our Youth and Children’s Choir
Singing before a recent Sunday
Service. They were terrific!

Photos taken during the
spaghetti fund raiser for
Lutherans for Life.

Here are scenes from the recent
Congregation Meeting deciding
new officers, 2010 budget and selecting the preference for the buildings in Phase I.
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Jesus Loves . . .

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of
salvation for the whole world. Bible
reading and Bible study are important to
us as we
continue in our relationship
with the very Word made flesh—Jesus
Christ
Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by our own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come
to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called us
by the Gospel, enlightened us with His
gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the
true faith. We were saved two thousand
years ago when Jesus said from the
cross, ―It is finished.‖ The Holy Spirit
applies that to each of us through the gift
of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!
Lutheran Christians understand that God
works through means. He has chosen to
be active and present in the water of
Holy Baptism and the bread and wine of
Holy Communion as His Word is connected with these
elements. God
comes to us with His promises of grace,
forgiveness and new life. Faith receives
the blessings bestowed in and through
these means of grace.
Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His
overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this
love with all people. Christ Lutheran
Church is here to make everyone a disciple of Christ by teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by
supporting one another in love, however
necessary, and by using the gifts of the
Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully when He told us that if the world
hated Him and persecuted Him it would
most
certainly do the same and more
to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this
when he said that when he was weak
then was He strong. We
understand
we are poor, miserable sinners — saved
only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives
devoted to Him. Having received salvation as a gift, our response is to uphold
the Ten
Commandments, to ―love the
Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your
mind,‖ and ―love your neighbor as yourself.‖ At Christ Lutheran Church we are
reminded by this simple phrase: Serving
God, Serving People
(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church,
Shreveport, LA

