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A Month Filled with Celebrating Christ’ Birthday!
As Christians, we know we celebrate our Lord’s Birthday every
single day, but we also look forward to December to celebrate it in
special ways. Glancing over this month’s calendar you can see all the
wonderful things planned for us.
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Advent Services on Wednesdays, are always evenings we look
forward to. This preparation for the birthday of our Savior is such a
sweet time in the church year and to us personally. The meals start
at 6 pm and the services at 7 pm
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In particular we’d like to highlight just as few of them starting
with the Ladies Merry Christmas party on December 10th, 6 pm at
Dottie McIntosh’s home on Stratmore Dr. If you have a Secret Sister,
bring a gift for her. ALL CLC’s LADIES ARE INVITED! Please
bring your favorite snack or desert to share. Call Dottie at 798-3660
for more info. By the way, there is parking on the street in front of
her home. (We hear last year’s party was filled with fun and expect
even more this year.)
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2 & 15

Then we have the Chili Cook-off and
White Elephant Exchange on December 11 at 6
pm. We were introduced to this event shortly
after our two congregations merged, and let me
tell you, we’ve been fans ever since. For chili
cookers, now its your chance to show the world
just what makes great chili!!! This year, the
people can pay a penny to vote for their favorite.
The money collected will be placed in the Building Fund. The pot of
chili with the most penny votes wins the cook-off. Don’t like chili—
bring a dish to share. After the dinner comes the white elephant gift
exchange. This is the time you bring anything in your house you
want to get rid of, re-gifting, or buying a nice gift. Bring it wrapped
or in a gift bag. Adults bring things for adults and children bring
something for a child. This event is a real hit and once you go to one
- you’ll go back every year.
Continued to page 7

CLC HAPPENINGS
On Reformation
Day many special
things went on at
CLC. To the left,
Pastor Culver installed the Youth
Officers and Counselors.
At right, Southern
District’s Gene Menzel visited with us during S.S. and church on
his recent trip here.

Left and Below, our special clown, Ben Bull,
handed out candy to all the little ones after
church on Oct. 31st.

Left, the congregation, led by Ken Stump,
met to elect officers and adopt the 2011
budget. Good turn out and lots of meaningful discussion.
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CLC’s CARING CART
In our Christ Lutheran Caring Cart we had two very
huge, very heavy, very full
plastic bags of towels, washcloths and toothbrushes to go
to the Salvation Army the
first week in November.
Christ Lutheran members
continue to amaze me with
the generosity you have
shown for this mission outreach program.
You are wonderful.

DRESS FOR SUCCESS!
Thanks to Mabel Powell and Dottie
McIntosh this month for their generous donation of clothes, shoes and shopping bags. I
appreciate the members continuing to remember this program. We continue to need
the same items of clothes, shoes, purses and
other accessories to help women return to the
workforce.
Sue Oppliger, Program Champion..

Welcome Visitors
Our pick for December is the Cara
Center. Cara is an Irish word meaning
We were blessed to have the following visitor
friend. It is a venture between Christusworship with us during November.
Schumpert and LSU Medical Center. They
Marcia Blad from Meford, MI
conduct the medical exams needed for chilBenah Klagert from New Orleans
dren suspected of abuse or neglect. They give
each child a toy when they leave the Center
*****
and have asked for a variety of toys, both for
girls and boys. Some suggestions were cars,
dolls puzzles, jump ropes, jacks and stuffed
Congratulations to
animals. Let’s see how full we can get the
Rebecca and Marcus Coocart in December.
per upon the birth of their
new daughter, Hailey
Anne! She was born at
Arla Stump
Christus SchumpertHighland on November 8th
ACTIVITY NIGHTS!!!!!
around 8 a.m. Hailey Anne weighed in at a
healthy 7 lbs. 11 oz. and was 19 in. long.
During the month of December, we will
AND, she has hair! We’ve seen her—she’s a
take a break from our regular Monday Activbeauty! God’s richest blessings to you all.
ity Nights. We will have a meal to share on
New Year’s Eve and a Game Night like we
did last year. Come bring a favorite finger
food or whatever you choose to share. Join us
for food, fun and fellowship—a great way to
bring in the New Year don’t you think?

“The Son of God became a man to enable
men to become sons of God.”
- C.S. Lewis
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Lutherans For Life
Chapter #312

PHONICS

We’ve had a busy few weeks for our members, but very rewarding. Our Spaghetti:
Take Out/Eat In luncheon was very well received. A huge thank you to Jan Shavers
who so graciously helped Friday night and
Saturday. And to Pastor Culver who helped
all day Saturday. It was good seeing old
friends and making new ones. We had leftovers which we sold before our Voters Meeting at Christ Lutheran the following Sunday.
We thank you all for your support. We netted
$400 from the luncheon.

This program is coming along nicely. We
will take off for the Christmas holidays following the Caddo Parish School schedule—
December 22nd and 29th.
The children will have their Christmas
Party on December 15th.
We have been short handed with Jerry
Bartz in the hospital and Holly List working
24 hrs/day sitting with a lady client. But by
the grace of God, Mary List and I are managing to keep our classes running smoothly.

Also, after putting all the monies together
(Many thanks to Shawn and Rhea
from Immanuel and Christ, we deposited
Whitlock who have been bringing me meals
$851.88. It was the most we have collected
on Wednesday nights. God bless you both for
since we have been doing this event each
your kindness!)
year. What a generous outreach from you.
Judy Bartz
WOW! Blessings to all.
Curiously, along with the money, a lonely
pearl earring came out of one of Christ’s baby ===================================
bottles! Hopefully it will be claimed soon.
Our next meeting will be on January 9th
at 2 p.m..

====================================

To all my Brothers and Sisters

GOOD SAMARITAN UPDATE
======================================

The Daughters of Christ presented the
auxiliary with a $300 check last month. It
was appreciated very much.

At Christ Lutheran Church
Merry Christmas!
This is the Season to remember and
celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus.
It is my wish for each of you to have a
Blessed Holiday Season.

Collecting Campbell Soup labels and Box
Tops for Education are also a part of this
ministry.
We are also looking forward to working on
the prospect of a Golf Tournament AND we
will have another Rummage Sale early next
year.
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Dottie McIntosh

It’s Christmas time! A time of joy and love!
At least… for a lot of people. Christmas is a time
when we share our love for Jesus Christ with others, that is, sharing God’s
love to others. It is meant to be a time of joy! Unfortunately, many are
spending Christmas by themselves, struggling through the holidays through the pain of a
broken relationship, or maybe spending the holidays for the first time without the love of
their life. Christmas can be a downright depressing time for some.
Instead of getting caught up in all the commercialized world of gift giving, what if we
set out to make a difference in people’s lives around us? What if we shared love instead of
gifts? What if we picked up the phone and called and talked to people who we know are
struggling through the holidays. What if we invited them over, or maybe take them some
warm cookies and a lot of conversation? Too often, I have people ask me how so and so is
doing? They will tell me that they have been thinking about them and just wanted to know.
My typical response is “Why don’t you give them a call?” Let them really know that you are
thinking about them. One thing I think that we could all strive to improve is taking the
time to call people. Send letters, but still call! Even better, you can stop by for a visit. You
may be the only visitor that will come see them for the holidays. It will give you a chance to
get to know them better and to learn if there is anything they need. It gives us a chance to
really make a difference in people’s lives.
Let’s reduce the commercialism that has been plaguing Christmas and put the love of
Christ back into the season. After all, you may know the Bible and the Lutheran doctrine,
but if you don’t have love, you have nothing.
[1 John 4:7-12] 7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is
love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the
world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he
loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also
ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us
and his love is perfected in us.
Merry Christmas!
I Love you!
Pastor Perry Culver
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GO GET ‘EM SLUGGER
That was the sage advice to me from Mike Holland who stepped down as president on
the
of Oct. With the blessing of the BLL, I assumed that office, but I was expecting a little more advice than that.
4th

Mike is and always has been one of my favorite people in our church family. His leadership in keeping everything running as smoothly as possible under very trying circumstances and his ability to get things done in a congregation that often has opposing views
has been the driving force over the past months. The main thing I like about Mike is his total dedication to the Lord and His work. I would like to thank Mike for his years of service
on the BLL and at Our Savior. I think we are blessed to have such a dedicated Christian as
an Elder
It looks like we are finally going to get started on our building, hopefully by the 1st of
Dec, providing the city doesn’t throw a another monkey wrench in the works. Now all we
have to worry about is the weather. Pray for sunshine!
We have a lot of things coming up within the congregation that everybody can get involved in and enjoy. But the one thing I would encourage the entire congregation to do is to
pray for the BLL and the process of getting our building constructed. Concentrated and specific prayers can get great things done and with your help we will continue to move forward
and grow.
With the Lords’ help we will become a church that fulfills the great commission of
spreading His Gospel.
In His Service
Ken Stump

********************************************************************
ADVENT, THEN AND NOW
The church season of Advent began as a time of repentance for Epiphany,
which was the second-biggest baptism day in the early church. Fasting was
once a part of Advent, as it often still is for Lent.
Advent comes from the Greek word parousia, which was often used to
talk about Jesus’ second coming. So Advent is a season of preparation not only
for the celebration of Jesus’ earthly birth but for his promised return.
Some Christians celebrate Advent by not putting the baby Jesus into
their manger scenes until Christmas morning. This adds to the anticipation
that is a special part of the season.
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Continued from page 1

Next comes the Children’s Program on Sunday, December 19 at
10:30 a.m. This year’s program is entitled, “The First Christmas.” The
children work very hard to prepare for their presentation and we all
love watching them perform their roles. Don’t miss church on this Sunday, for sure.
After this, comes the moving Christmas Eve Candlelight service.
We don’t really need to explain how special it is—you already know,
don’t you. We’ll look forward to being here with you to worship “the newborn king.”
There are other events as well, and they are talked about elsewhere in this newsletter. So, don’t miss a page for we’d hate to have you miss a single one.
Have a Very Merry Christmas,
Joan Holland
****

A BIG THANK YOU TO ALL OUR MEMBERS
This seems like the perfect time to thank all of you who have made this newsletter
the quality one it is. I’ve gone through our list of members to see just who has submitted articles or information during the past years and just about every one has
taken ownership of this publication by contributing at one time or the other. It’s
people like you who make the job of editor and proofreader such a joy and I hope
you’ll continue to take your interest into 2011.
Christmas Blessings to you ALL!
Joan and Bob
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By Madison Cooley
Here’s some of the things we’ve been doing and what we’re planning ahead:
•

Our camping trip is now planned for some time in either March or April.

•

The Bread Sale fund raiser total4ed $1,012.30. Thank you to all the members who supported us in this project.

•

We’ll be going to work at the Rescue Mission on December 4th. We’re to meet at the
church at 4:15 pm

•

We’re looking forward to the White Elephant Christmas party coming up December 11.

•

Our annual Christmas Party will be on December 12th at Russell Kirklin’s home. Gifts
to exchange will be limited to $15.

•

We also scheduled Nursery and Lunch calendars from January through June.
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Our December Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Jerry & Judy Bartz—5
Mike & Rene’ Reeves—27
Ken & Arla Stump—30
Gene & Debbie Kirsch—31
Terry Whitlock—1
Taylor Foss—2
Bill Burns—5
Larry Hovis—5
Jennifer Kidwell—6
Ben Bull—7
Dottie McIntosh—8
Doug Soderstrom—8

Joshua Cooley—11
Megan Kidwell—13
Patrick Fertitta—14
Philip Jones—20
Nasette Martin— 20
Kay Stebbins—20
Lorraine Shumaker—30

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres, Jerry Bartz, Ben
Brooks, Dashir, Gene & Bernice Heppner, Brenda Humphries, Jerry
Joiner, Stephanie Kelly, Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester, Marilyn
Meeks, Mabel Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Amanda
Sparks, Marilyn Symmank, Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist, and Dot

Illness

Wilkening.
General Wellbeing

Our Church, Our Mission and Pastor Culver.

In the Military
Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul Garcia III
Jennifer Kidwell .
Warren Manchester, Jr.

Rebecca & Marcus Cooper
Richard Hester
Russell Kirklin
Brandon McCall
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Shelton Feibel, Jr.
Jeff Kidwell
Michael Manchester
Clinton White

Sunday School Scoops
Hope everyone had a joyous and blessed Thanksgiving! We all have so much to be
grateful for.
Looking ahead to Christmas: The Children’s Christmas Program
(The First Christmas) will be on Sunday, December 19th at 10:30 a.m.
Practices will be on Saturdays, December 4th, 11th and 18th from 10
a.m. to Noon. Thanks to Judy Bartz for working with us and to Irma
Mecom for playing the music for our practices. On Saturday, December
18th, after practice, we will celebrate Jesus’ Birthday Party. Everyone is
invited to join the fun. Anyone wanting to help or donate cookies, cupcakes, etc., please contact me at 686-5128.
Although this past year has been full of many blessings and trials, 2011 is shaping up
to be even more exciting. Our new church home and our congregation growing, are just two
of the coming attractions! I can just “feel” the excitement, can’t you?
Just remember the Sunday School opening and the interview with “the foot.” Oh, you
weren’t there? Make a New Year’s resolution to be in Sunday school 9 a.m. every Sunday.
God’s Blessing to all,
Sharon Odom, Education Director

PUZZLE ANSWERS
Bible Quiz: A
Just for Kids: Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that

will be for all the people. Today in the own of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10-11, NIV

SPECIAL DATES IN DECEMBER
Second Sunday of Advent—5
Third Sunday of Advent—12
Fourth Sunday of Advent—19
First day of winter—21
Christmas Eve—24
Christmas Day—25
New Year’s Eve—31
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Lutheran Women in Mission

them in the labeled containers at church.
Thanks to Lavaun Marley for volunteering to
sponsor this outreach ministry. She will mail
the tabs to the Mayo Clinic from time to time.

At our November meeting, we elected
Arla Stump as Secretary, Judy Bartz, Treasurer and Dottie McIntosh as Vice President.
Sharon Mills will be leaving us as soon as her
*****
house is sold. She and Tom will be moving to
the Dallas area. Sharon promises to return for
Box Tops for Education and Campbell
our Spring Rally which our church will host on
Soup Labels continue to be collected. These
Saturday, April 9th.
are used by residents
NOTE: we collected $132.85 from our
mite boxes in November.

=============================================

Come join us for our meeting in January. Lunch will be provided.
*****

NOTE: It has come to our attention that
the church building is being left with
unlocked doors. Please be mindful of this
when next you leave a service or activity.

An informational package has been
placed in each lady’s mailbox. This includes
information about the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and a copy of the newly
amended society bylaws. It also includes
Remember the saying:
names of society officers and lists of our outIf you turn it on
reach mission projects. To learn more about
Turn it off
the LWML, contact Sharon Mills or Arla
If you open it
Stump.
Close it

*****

If you dirty it

All ladies and their guests are invited to
participate in the annual shopping trip to the
LA Boardwalk on Saturday, December 4. A car
pool will leave church at 9:30 a.m. If you are
unable to go shopping but would like to enjoy
fellowship with your Sisters in Christ and a delicious meal, please join us at the Copeland’s
Cheesecake Bistro at 11:30 p.m. For more info,
contact Sharon Mills.

Clean it
If you empty it
Fill it up
If you unlock it
Lock it back
Good words to live by.

*****
We are collecting pop tabs from drink
cans for the Mayo Clinic Transplant Center.
Please begin saving the pop tabs and place
11

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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The Christmas Season
This is the time of year when Christians celebrate the birth of Christ. The first
observance of December 25 as Christmas was in the time of Constantine in the
4th century A.D. Following are 50 words and phrases associated with Christmas.
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Please make a note on your calendars for December 5th after church service. We will have a Stewardship Meeting along with a covered dish
luncheon.
At the last Voters Meeting we voted in a budget that will need
your help to meet and hopefully, exceed. During this period of
a Building Program, all members are urged to make their
pledges and perhaps increase them over last year’s pledge.

Don’t forget to fill out and turn in your Building Fund Envelopes each
Sunday or Wednesday. The Fund is growing —but more will be needed.
Thanks for your help and God Bless!
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BABY

STEPS

TO GET READY FOR OUR NEW BUILDING!

ALL THE PICTURES ABOVE WERE
TAKEN ON THE WORK INVOLVED IN
GETTING THE SITE READY FOR THE
ELECTRICAL PAD.
WE’RE HOPING
THAT THE BUILDING WILL BE GOING UP THE FIRST OF DECEMBER.
SHOULD HAVE MORE GOOD PICTURES TO LOOK A THEN. (Thanks to Glenda
Conradi for all of this month’s photos, in spite of her being ill most of November.
She’s a real gem and we’re blessed to have her)
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Jesus loves . . .

D

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible
to be the inspired, inerrant and infallible Word of God. We hold the Old
and New Testaments to be a special
revelation from God concerning His
plan of salvation for the whole world.
Bible reading and Bible study are
important to us as we continue in our
relationship with the very Word
made flesh—Jesus Christ.
Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we
cannot by our own reason or strength
believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord, or
come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has
called us by the Gospel, enlightened
us with His gifts, sanctified and
keeps us in the true faith. We were
saved 2000 years ago when Jesus
said from the cross, “It is finished.”
The Holy Spirit applies that to each
of us through the gift of faith.

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians understand that
God works through means. He has
chosen to be active and present in the
water of Holy Baptism and the bread
and wine of Holy Communion as His
Word is connected with these elements. God comes to us with His
promises of grace, forgiveness and
new life. Faith receives the blessings
bestowed in and through these means
of grace!

Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of the cross. We approach our
faith realistically and the words of
Christ truthfully when He told us
that is the world hated Him and persecuted Him it would most certainly
do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he
said that when he was weak then was
He strong. We understand we are
poor, miserable sinners—saved only
by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!

Love Sharing!
Lutheran Christians awakened to
God’s grace in Jesus Christ and
aware of His overwhelming love for
lost and condemned sinners are eager
to share this love with all people.
Christ Lutheran Church is here to
make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the world administering the
Sacraments, by supporting one another in love, however necessary, and
by using the gifts of the Holy Spirit
daily.

Lutheran Christians enabled and
directed by the Holy Spirit honor our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to Him. Having
received salvation as a gift, our response is to uphold the Ten Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all
your soul and with all your mind,”
and “love your neighbor as yourself.”
At Christ Lutheran Church we are
reminded by this simple phrase:
Serving God, Serving People.

Cross Embracing!

(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church,
Shreveport., LA
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