You Are Invited:
The Mission of Christ
Lutheran Church is
proclaiming the Gospel,
reaching lives for
Christ, and celebrating
God's Love.

WHAT:

“Spirited Away”

WHEN:

Friday, December 5, 2008 7:00pm to 9:00pm

wine tasting party for Christ Lutheran

WHERE: Spring Street Historical Museum

December 2008
Perry Culver, Pastor
Jerry Bartz, Lay Deacon

525 Spring Street, in Downtown Shreveport

Christ Lutheran is celebrating and you are on the guest list!

Event Hot Line: 688-7463
E-mail: pculver@bellsouth.net

With the theme “Spirited Away”, this evening of fun, food and fellowship is set for Friday,

Web:
www.christlutheranlcms.org

December 5, 2008 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. It will be held amidst the historic atmosphere of
the Spring Street Museum in Downtown Shreveport.

Newsletter Staff

This event will be a wine tasting with heavy hors d’oeuvres, but of course, other drinks, such

Editor: Joan Holland

as coffee and punch, will also be available for those who cannot drink wine. Atten-

Proofreader: Bob Holland

dees to the Spirited Away event can view the museum’s Christmas exhibit, “Jingle

Feature Reporter: Judy Bartz
Photographer: Glenda Conradi

Bells & Shotgun Shells: the Origins of Our Favorite Holiday Traditions”, while
enjoying the ambience of one of Shreveport’s oldest buildings all decked out for the

Contributors: Church Members

holidays.
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The event is a fundraiser, so each attendee is asked to bring a free-will offering to drop in

Anniversaries/B’days

the “Tip Jar”. Monies raised will go toward funding an archive to preserve the cumulative
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LWML
Pastor’s Article
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history of the Christ Lutheran family.
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Please make plans to join us this December 5th for what promises to be a truly
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spirited evening! Reservations are requested, so please RSVP by putting your
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name on the sign-up sheet located in the fellowship hall. More information is

BLL Chair’s Message
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Puzzles
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Youth
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“Serving God
by Serving People”

available from Melissa Meeks.

We hope you will join with us
and be SPIRITED AWAY!!.

CLC NOVEMBER HAPPENINGS
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE FUNDRAISER November 15th

CONGREGATIONAL LUNCHEON MEETING November 23rd
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AWAY IN THE MANGER
Advent services for the season
12/3

5:30pm

Meal / 7:00pm

Christ’s First Coming: Who Lies in the Manger?

12/10

5:30pm

Meal / 7:00pm

Christ’s Second Coming: For What Has He Come?

12/17

5:30pm

Meal / 7:00pm

Christ’s Third Coming: How Has He Saved Us?

12/24

7:00pm

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
Heaven in the Manger

New! Treasury of Daily Prayer
Introducing the Treasury of Daily Prayer book which will help cultivate an enriching devotional
life and nourish your time with God. They are on sale if you buy them through Christ Lutheran
Church! If we buy 10 or more, we get free shipping! There is a signup sheet in the foyer with a
sampler booklet to give you more details. Check out this valuable resource from Concordia
Publishing Company.
Treasury of Daily Prayer—Regular Edition
Your Price: $49.99—ON SALE: $34.99
Treasury of Daily Prayer—Deluxe Edition
Your Price: $79.99—ON SALE: $55.99
Pastor

ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION ATTENTION
All of you out there who receive this newsletter in the mail are asked
to let me know if you’d prefer to read it from our web site at christlutheranlcms.org. If you prefer receiving the newsletter in the regular mail, that will be fine, just want to make sure everyone is receiving it in the form of preference. Please let me know by phone or via
my email at jmhdutch@aol.com if you’d like to be removed from the
mailing list.
Thanks, Joan Holland. Editor
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THE PHONICS PROGRAM
We are happy to report that our Phonics Program is still going strong. We will be on break this semester during the Christmas holidays on December 24th and 31st, resuming classes on Wednesday, January
7th.
We will have a Christmas Party for the children on December 17th. The kids love their snacks and we
love their hugs!
Our teachers have been helping the students with their school requirements along with providing the
Phonics lessons. The reading needs of each child are being met.
Central Christian’s congregation members peek in to tell all of us hello several times a month. Thanks
to our teachers: Holly and Mary List, Melissa Meeks and Judy Bartz for continuing this community outreach.

Good Samaritan

Lutherans For Life

Betty Long and Judy Bartz traveled to
Cypress, TX on October 24th for our annual
Good Samaritan Bethesda Auxiliary Meeting.
The auxiliaries meet yearly to learn about the
progress of the homes and campus in the Houston
area. Membership numbers 833.

The Lutherans’ for Life, Chapter 312,
wishes to thank all who participated in the Spaghetti Take Out or Dine In fund raiser on November 15th. Special thanks to Jan Shaver for helping us cook, chop and clean up as we prepared for
this event.

The Campus homes have a new Regional
Gulf Director, Mike Code. What a wonderful
young man he is with much insight. The campus
Day Program has changed names to Education
& Activity Center. He assured the ladies that he
has had meetings with all the staff and their attitudes toward the clients was to treat them with
respect. A face lift is coming for the Center and
its new director is Chris Fuller. We have 21 active homes in the Houston area. Both Mike and
Chris have lots of fresh, new ideas and lots of enthusiasm. The Houston chapter’s golf tournament
raised $68,000! Our North LA chapter raised
over $5600.

It turned out to be a lovely day … and
we’re also grateful to our Immanuel friends, the
Simington family and Mary Jo Minks, who
helped out wherever needed. What great team
work we had and what fun we had getting to
know each other a little better. Oops, don’t want
to forget Pastor Perry who was an enthusiastic
helper in every way!

We hope you enjoyed the meal and we
hope this will be one of many such events we’ll
hold to better inform the community about the
mission of the Crisis Pregnancy Center. It is the
CPC’s purpose to educate others about the better
options than abortions when faced with a pregNewly installed officers are Judy Bartz, V. nancy crisis. By the grace of God, we were able to
President and Waltine Tucek, Treasurer.
clear $250—thanks again for your wonderful support.
Pastor David Cecil led the group in a wonderful devotion from Acts where Luke writes:
As a result of the Baby Bottle fund raiser,
“Don’t be afraid to share our faith.” That’s what we will be presenting the CPC with a check for
Good Sam is all about!
$1200 (thanks to matching funds from Thrivent)
this month along with ten new Bibles.
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We are now entering the Advent season, which is the beginning
of the Church Year. HAPPY NEW YEAR! The word “Advent” in
Latin means “coming.” We celebrate the first coming, when Jesus came
to us from Heaven to Earth. Our Advent Journey on Wednesday Nights will carry the theme “Away
in a Manger.” It is when Christ came to us. Stop and think about that, ... Did you ask for Jesus to
come? It is pure Gospel that Jesus was born in a manger, something that was not asked for, but He
did come and He came as a gift! The wise men traveled from afar, bringing gifts, but the true gift is
not what they brought, but the child Himself! This is the Gospel, that is, this is God’s work to
man. He wants everyone to repent, yet no one wanted to listen. Much like the parable of the Tenants in Mat. 13:33-46. The owner sent
servants to collect his fruits from his own vineyards, but
they took the servants, beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. The Owner sent more servants
and they were treated the same way. “Last of all, he sent his son to them, ‘They will respect my son,’
he said.” But they killed him too. Well the first servants were the prophets, whom they killed. The
son in the parable is Jesus Christ, and well... you know the Easter story! They nailed him to the
cross!
Advent is where we celebrate the first coming of the Christ Child, a precious gift that we did
not expect. A gift that was not fully appreciated. It parallels the Christmas we celebrate even today. Kids often ask for gifts,... begging and pleading.... oh, I’ve got to have that! Truth be told, they
leap for joy when they receive the gift, but often abandon the gift at the end of the day and are playing with the box the gift came in.
Truth be told, we are not any different than little children. For the gift that came in the
manger 2,000 years ago is often rejected for our own desires and the ways of the world. You see,
every time you sin, you are turning your back to the precious gift of God. You prefer to do things
your way instead of God’s way. Thus you abandon the gift and become more amazed with the box
than the gift. Child like? Yes? But that precious gift is still at work! The one true gift that keeps
on giving, even when abandoned and unwanted. The Apostles rejected Jesus on the cross, and we
too reject him when we chose our way over God’s way. But rejection didn’t stop Jesus. He took
upon himself all the sins of the world, even your own rejection of the precious gift. Jesus took it to
the cross. A Gift that was rejected, becomes the greatest gift, a gift that can’t be purchased with
money, silver, or gold. Jesus rose again (Easter) and declared victory over death and the devil. The
rejected gift keeps giving by giving you faith, forgiveness, Salvation and Eternal Life!
Jesus made a promise to you. He said he would come back again. This brings us back to the
word Advent, which means “coming.” He came once as the Christ Child, but He IS coming
again! So in this season of Advent, we celebrate the first coming, while still looking forward to the
promised Second Coming. It is a beautiful season filled with love and sharing your love through giving gifts. The best gift to give someone is to share Jesus himself with them. Your motivation for this
sharing comes from God’s great love for you and the precious gift found in the manger 2,000 years
ago. So Happy New Years! Happy Advent! Merry Christmas! It is a time to proclaim that Jesus
really is the reason for the Season!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry
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Hello to all! It’s almost time again for our Advent Services with the Christmas
season approaching. We are currently planning our Christmas program for Christmas
Eve. Please be sure to bring your children, grandchildren and little friends to the
practices. The times will be announced in the Sunday bulletin. Pastor Culver has
ordered the program and we’re so ready to begin getting the children and youth ready
for the BIG EVENING! The Sr. High and Jr. High students will participate in all the
readings.
Happily, Paula Anderson, Cheryl Bull and Anita Hershberger have
agreed to help us with coordinating the program. It will be our first Christmas program as Christ Lutheran Church and we’re all so excited!
It shouldn’t take much to get excited this wonderful Christmas season
and we encourage you to invite your fiends and neighbors to join in with us
some time within these next few weeks. Blessings will take place at Christ
Lutheran that we just MUST share.
A Christmas Party will be held for the children after the program practice on Saturday, December
20th. More information will be in the weekly bulletin.
We now have teachers for all the Sunday School classes! You are all encouraged to remember your
commitments to your students—and, students, remember your commitments to your classmates. This is an
important time in the children’s lives—let God be a BIG part of it.
If you haven’t been to Sunday School lately, you’ll like to know that we have “pickin and grinin”
by Mack McKinley and Merlin Hanson at 9 a.m. Praising the Lord by song, celebrating birthdays and anniversaries, prayers and more takes place during this packed 15 minutes before classes begin. We do have
a weekly offering that goes toward the “compassion child” we support, as well as for our S.S. materials and
other educational outreaches.
The teachers for our Adult Classes are:
Pastor Perry
Mack McKinley
Jerry Bartz/Rob Meyer
Melissa Meeks
Let’s get a name for each of these classes! How about it? Do you have a great name for your Adult Class?
Submit your suggestions to your teacher and we’ll feature them in a newsletter soon!
Judy Bartz, SS Superintendent
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Elephant Chili Cook - Off!
Does this sound interesting? We are planning a White Elephant and Chili Cook-Off 13 Dec.
at 6:00 PM For those of you not familiar with these two concepts let me explain. The White Elephant is a gift exchange – no it does not cost much at all, just a little thought. According to Webster’s
dictionary it is defined as: an object no longer of value to its owner but of value to others. Time to
clean out your closets! Everyone who wishes to be a part of this exchange needs to bring a wrapped
gift. Our children will be participating too, so please keep the gifts appropriate for all. There will be
some “stealing of gifts,” so do not become attached to the gift you picked out.
Chili Cook-Off is a great way to test your cooking skills! Each person/family is eligible to
bring a pot of chili to be judged. Bring a pot of your best chili and we will have judges to taste test
each one and pick the best pot of chili! It can be any type of chili you like, beef, chicken, deer, hot,
burn your lips off, mild…..just no road kill please. If your chili requires some extra condiments
please include those. After the judging is complete, we may all have a bowl (s) of chili. There will be
sign up sheets, look for them in the fellowship hall. We hope to have many entries. Good luck!

Alan Parmater

=============================================

A Christmas Blessing
============================
May you have the Spirit of Christmas,
which is Peace,
The Gladness of Christmas,
Which is Hope,
The Heart of Christmas, which is Love,
The Gift of Christmas,
Which is Christ.
—Ada Hendricks
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Embers: Spread the Fire!
Our Forget-Me-Not Ministry—we now have 75 of the little elephants ready to be delivered.
Braided Butter Bread Sales went very well. We sold 216 and made $1069! Pretty good huh? This
fundraiser is always a hit!
We will host the first Advent Dinner on Dec. 3. with a Baked Potatoes meal with salad and
desserts. Youth need to meet at the church at 4:30 p.m. and the meal begins at 5:30 p.m.
The Youth Christmas Party will be held at my house on December 21 and we’re looking forward
to have a really great time!
Madison Cooley
(Check the Service Volunteer Page on the back of the calendar for the Youth’s Nursery Schedule.)

IT IS SECRET SISTER TIME AGAIN!

Ladies of Christ Lutheran, join in this fun and mystifying time. To
participate all that is required is to fill out the form found on the Narthex table and return to Arla Stump no later than December 7. This is
so your Secret Sister can be assigned before January 1 for the new year.
Each lady is to remember her Sister with small gifts and cards throughout the year and
remember her in your daily prayers. Next December ,at the Ladies Christmas Party and
Tree Decorating Time, the Secret Sisters are revealed. Can you keep a secret for a
year????? Join the fun—enroll today!
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Our December Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Judy & Jerry Bartz —5

Terry Whitlock—1

Avis & Jim Kyler—14

Rebeca Brewer—2
Rene’ & Mike Reeves—27

Taylor Foss—2

Arla & Ken Stump—30

Larry Hovis—5
Jennifer Kidwell—6
Ben Bull—7

Chuck Johnson—13

Dottie McIntosh—8

Megan Kidwell—13

Douglass Soderstrom—8

Patrick Fertitta—14

Josh Cooley—11

Alan Parmater—16

Kay Stebbins —20

Nasette Martin—20

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Jill
Bridges, Christy Chandler, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del Monte, Wick Hawes, Bernice
Heppner, David Huckabee, Brenda Humphries, Chuck & Nancy Johnson, Jim Kyler, Sylvia Ladage, Jim
Larrieu, Marilyn Leavitt, Lonnie, Warren Manchester, Sam Marshall, Marilyn Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed
& Mabel Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Ken Stump, Marilyn Symmank, Gage
Taylor, Lyle ‘Doc’ & Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist, Dot Wilkening.

If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver.
General Wellbeing

Pastor Culver and the members of Christ Lutheran Church

In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Richard Carroll
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn

Our Continued Prayers for ALL Christians
and, specifically, for our Lutheran brethren throughout Shreveport-Bossier
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CONGREGATION ASSEMBLY MEETING HIGH LIGHTS!
November 23, 2008
Board of Lay Leaders Chairman Alan Parmater gave a power point presentation on all the committees and
how they are working.
Finance JC Barnett, Treasurer, explained how some of our money was moved around to get better interest
rates. The question was asked why we didn’t put some money into CEF. The answer was that CEF had
good rates for long term accounts but not very good rates for short term accounts. Accounts have been
kept open for both Redeemer and Our Savior for any bills that may not be in yet.
Elders Philip Moorehead, Elder Chair, introduced to the Assembly all the present Elders: Patrick Fertitta,
Mack McKinley, Steve Bull, Bryan Carlson and Ken Stump who was recovering from surgery. Two Elders will assist Pastor each month with visits and hospital calls. There are some women who are interested
in serving with the visits as well.
Budget JC presented the 2009 budget stating that we had $80,060 in pledges. Since this is the first budget
of Christ Lutheran, it was decided to present one in the amount of $185,050. It was also decided to start
using a Purchase Order system to keep better track of items purchased. **A motion was made by Mike
O’Connor and seconded by Doris Moorehead to accept the $185,050 budget for 2009. Motion Carried.**
Real Estate Rob Meyer gave a power point presentation of some of the locations that were considered as
possible permanent locations. Areas noted were: the Hines property across from Century Tel (5-10 acres)
asked us to make an offer; Arena BBQ also across from Century Tel (2 acres) and we would need 3 more
acres. $450,000 plus cost of demolishing present building.; Wallace Lake Rd at Flournoy Lucas $540,000.
Very flat land and retains water; Riverside Swim Club 14 acres $950,000. No flooding except the south
end of property; Lawnmaster 5 acres on Mt. Zion Rd., between Linwood and Kingston Rd. Large metal
building on property less than a year old $990,000 low visibility; Knight Street 17 acres $600,000. Partial
flooding in back of property. Next to designated wetlands.
Criteria used to evaluate properties was: visibility, growing area, good access, can we build on site and
affordability. Members were asked to come to the BLL with any and all concerns.
Temporary Location The BLL is talking with the person wanting to buy the Redeemer property about our
staying in this location until time of closing. This would benefit the buyer in several ways and it would
save us a lot financially. **Mike O’Connor motioned that we move from the 180 day original motion (of
last February) and extend meeting in this location until we have a place to move or January 1, 2010.
Bernie Conradi seconded the motion. Motion Carried.**
Pastor Culver stated that the Real Estate committee is also looking for all our spiritual needs. They are
looking at things to keep us having S.S., meeting spaces, fellowships, and Bible studies. He reminded us
that he is our Shepherd and he loves us, his sheep.
Mardi Gras Since the parades pass by the church it has been a good fund raiser in the past. We sell hot
dogs, cheese nachos, and drinks and have received matching funds from Thrivent. People were asked to
sign up to help.
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LUTHERAN WOMEN IN MISSION [LWML]
Ladies Christmas Party and
Sanctuary Tree Trimming
Party - On Friday, December
12th beginning at 6:30 p.m., a
Christmas Party where the past
year’s Secret Sisters are revealed, the Sanctuary
Christmas Tree is decorated
with hand made Chrismons
•
AND there is time for fun,
fellowship and food for all!
All the Ladies of Christ
Lutheran and their friends are
invited and encouraged to
participate. It doesn’t matter if
you were part of the Secret
Sister program this past year,
you’ll have fun anyway.
We’ll be meeting in the
Fellowship Hall and everyone
is encouraged to bring an appetizer and/or dessert to share.

•

Sharon Mills, President (1 yr. •
term)
Betty Long, V. President (2 yr.
term)
•

Judy Bartz, Treasurer (2 yr.
term)
Thank You To:
•

PUZZLE ANSWERS

Bible Quiz: B (See Mark 1:1,
NRSV)
Just For Kids: angels,
Bethlehem, child, donkey, Earth,
flocks, glory holy, inn, Joseph,
king, Lord, Mary, night, only,
peace, quiet, righteous, shepherds,
tidings, unique, virgin, wise men,
eXcitement, young zillions (saved
by this baby called Jesus)

Sigrid Reeves and Arla
Stump for crocheting/
knitting over 60 lap blankets
for wheel chair bound
members, friends and
residents of the Bradford.
Also to the ladies who gift
wrapped the blankets and ========================
delivered them as well as
Special Dates
Pastor Culver for designing
the greeting card that was ========================
included.
• Second Sunday of Advent—
7th
DATES TO REMEMBER:

2009 Christ LWML Officers
recently elected are:

Melissa Meeks, Secretary (1
yr. term)

send Get Well and
Sympathy
cards
to
members who are ill or
have had a death in their
immediate family. This is a
Christ LWML project and
we appreciate Katie providing this service for us.

January 4th—LWML Meeting after Worship Service
with lunch provided
April 4th—LWML Zone
Spring Rally at Redeemer
Lutheran in Alexandria

•

Third Sunday of Advent—
14th

•

Fourth Sunday of Advent, 21st

•

First day of winter, 21st

•

Christmas Eve, December
24th

May 1-3—LA-MS District
Christian Life Retreat at the •
Harris Baptist Conference &
Retreat Center in Minden,
•
LA
A sister in Christ,
Sharon Mills

Katie Reuter for agreeing to
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Christmas Day, December
25th
New Year’s Eve, December
31st

PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Come and get it!
This has been quite a year for our congregation. One year ago a letter was sent
to each family in two struggling congregations asking some tough questions
about the direction the Lutheran Church was headed in our community. Most
people realized we needed to change direction and work to build the church.
Many of us stand for the purest, most correct, form of the law and Gospel and love singing the rich, traditional hymns. We feel good about how we’re embracing God’s command to share the Gospel. We support
the Synod’s missionary programs and we all agree it’s good to have an evangelism committee so we support
that committee, up to a point. People just need to come on in and get the great things we have.
But, we found out, that’s not the way things always work in the present world. We need to start looking at
things differently and asking the right questions? Reggie McNeal, in his provocative book , The Present
Future, brings up a good point that if someone wants to be an enemy of our souls he would be very happy if
we are spending our time dealing with the wrong questions. McNeal, a pastor, consultant, and church leadership developer debunks old assumptions and provides an overall strategy to help church leaders move forward in an entirely different and much more effective way.
John 4:34-38:
“My food,” said Jesus, “is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. Do you not say,
‘Four months more and then the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They
are ripe for harvest. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal
life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. Thus the saying ‘One sows and another
reaps’ is true. I sent you to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work,
and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.”
We say, Christ Lutheran just needs to spend a few more months planning for a new building and getting our
programs together and then we will be ready to improve what we are doing? NO! We need to get moving
NOW. The words from John 4 are clear; the mission field is before us now.
I pray we have great participation and the Holy Spirit will be with us as we take part in a focused study during our Sunday school time starting in January. This program will have some very thought provoking DVD
programs of a great speaker, Reggie McNeal. Also, we will have some lively discussions designed to help
Christ Lutheran Church jump into the Present Future.
Keep your eyes, ears, hearts and minds open as we undertake this study. We will focus our Sunday school
program for teens through seniors on this program. This study/discussion should last about a dozen sessions
and I trust we will all have the opportunity to grow in exciting new ways. Christ Lutheran Church can do
excellent things if we keep our focus on the word of God and the tough questions. We can do better than just
putting out the “come and get it” sign.
Alan Parmater, Chair,
Board of Lay Leaders
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Here & There

This & That

If you were in church to hear the wonderful Cantata by the St.
Paul Lutheran Choir of Waco, Texas, on Saturday evening, November 29th, you no doubt received your button and/or sticker
like the one pictured on the right. We hope you will wear/
display them with pride throughout this Christmas season. And,
support the idea that It’s OK to say, MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Please keep the Hanson and Marshall Families (Sandra, Merlin,
Vickie, Joan and Bill) in your prayers as they mourn the passing
of Sandra’s brother, Eugene Hearn of Hemphill, TX. We pray
that Jesus will comfort and protect them in this time of mourning
and traveling, but remembering the victory over death that Jesus
won for us. Pastor Culver.

Many thanks to everyone for your prayers, cards, visits and get well wishes as Dot’s broken
hip has taken her from Willis-Knighton South to Life Care and now to Bradford House. It is
a great feeling to know that our church family is there to share their love, prayers and concerns. Harv Wilkening

A few Sundays ago we were saddened to say goodbye to the Droptiny Family, Kevin, Marci, Grace, Benjamin and Joseph. This wonderful family, due to Kevin’s job, needed to move to their new home in Davison, Michigan. Marci left a note to all saying, “We’ll miss you all! Have a great holiday season and expect lots of e- mails! XXOO, Marci” Of course we’ll miss this sweet family and pray the Lord blesses
them in their new home.
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YOUTH CAMPING WEEKEND AT JIMMY DAVIS STATE PARK
Thanks to Shelby Carlson for the photos.
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Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Sacraments Receiving!
Bible Believing!
Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to
be the inspired, inerrant and
infallible
Word of God. We hold the Old and New
Testaments to be a special revelation
from
God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole world. Bible reading
and Bible study are important to us as we
continue in our relationship with the very
Word made flesh—Jesus Christ

Lutheran Christians
understand that
God works through means. He has chosen
to be active and present in the water of Holy
Baptism and the bread and wine of Holy
Communion as His Word is connected with
these
elements. God comes to us with
His promises of grace, forgiveness and new
life. Faith receives the
blessings bestowed in and through these means of
grace.

Love Sharing!
Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot
by our own reason or strength believe in
Jesus Christ, our Lord, or come to Him;
but the Holy Spirit has called us by the
Gospel, enlightened us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in the true faith.
We were saved two thousand years ago
when Jesus said from the cross, “It is finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to
each of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s
grace in Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to share this love with all
people. Our Savior Lutheran Church is here
to make everyone a disciple of Christ by
teaching the Word, administering the
Sacraments, by supporting one
another
in love, however
necessary, and by
using the gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.

Cross Embracing!
Lutheran Christians embrace a
theology
of the cross. We approach our faith realistically and the words of Christ truthfully
when He told us that if the world hated Him
and
persecuted Him it would most
certainly do the same and more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this when he said that
when he was weak then was He strong. We
understand we are poor, miserable sinners
— saved only by God’s grace alone.
New Life Living!
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed
by the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to
Him. Having received salvation as a gift,
our
response is to uphold the Ten
Commandments, to “love the Lord your
God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind,” and “love
your neighbor as yourself.” At Our Savior
Lutheran Church we are reminded by this
simple phrase: Serving God, Serving People
(C)2005Our Savior Lutheran Church,
Shreveport, LA

Nonprofit Org.
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Jesus loves . .
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