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On a beautiful Sunday morning in July, our congregation witnessed the baptism
of Madelyn Grace Clark into Christ’s family. Above are pictured [left to right]
Mom, Kimberly, holding Madelyn, Grandmother Terri Holland, Pastor Perry,
Big Sis Allye being held by her Dad, Daniel and Grandfather Mike Holland.
Below is a picture showing more of the rejoicing family.

Ladies Luncheon at Imperial Cathay

Madelyn Clark and Shawn Whitlock Honored at Baby Shower …
Moms and Grandmothers too!
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CHRIST LUTHERAN SHOOTISTS
The Christ Lutheran Shootists were the guests of Jim & Sigrid Reeves at their farm in
DeBerry, TX for a day of fun bird shooting. We had a group of nine shooters show up
early and eager to blast something. The proprietor of the facility (Ms Sigrid) informed the
Shootists that she would not stand for any injury to her babies (bambis). She said Jim could
fend for himself! Luckily, we had several clay birds on hand so we were able to continue.
During the first session, the birds were pretty safe. We even had to take a break and pick up
all the unbroken clays to recycle. During this break, one of Ms. Sigrid’s babies made a mad
dash from nearby bushes, but everyone remembered Ms. Sigrid’s warnings (ow, ow, ow)
and bambi made it safely to cover.
We did have some very good shooters among our group after some practice. We found that some of
the young, first time shooters were naturals, not missing many clays. We also found a new diet for
Pastor Perry, make him hunt birds for his meals!
We want to thank Jim & Sigrid for allowing us to come to their beautiful home. Everyone had a safe,
fun time.!
If you would like to come and join in the fun with the Christ Lutheran Shootists, we gather the third
Saturday of each month—the venue and format to be announced. If you have any questions, contact
Phil Moorehead @ 464-2728.

August 1st: Second of two Congregation Meetings
This pair of important meetings have been to discuss and decide what our future missions will
be. The first meeting was a very productive one with about thirty members of all ages participating.
The follow-up meeting will be used to better define all the goals/ideas presented and how they will
best service our community. So, whether or not you attended the first meeting, please make every
effort to attend the second one on Aug. 1st. It’s important that you be there!

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

QUARTERLY CONGREGATION MEETING SCHEDULED FOR
AUGUST 16TH AFTER CHURCH SERVICE
!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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RALLY DAY

We will have posters displayed on the bulletin boards describing each class and their studies.
Look for them on Rally Day. Also on Rally Day, we
RALLY FOR CHRIST!
will put this information in the Religion Section of
At our recent Sunday School Teachers’ the newspaper.
meeting we discussed at length our S.S. Rally

There will be a Rally Day Pot Luck LunchDay (August 30). What better time to pareon after church, celebrating the new Sunday School
year. We will be sending out letters to all our famiticipate with our brothers and sisters in
Christ. We have four excellent Adult Teach- lies to inform them of all this information.
ers to start off the new S.S. year.

……..

Pastor Perry Christ Talk.

We’re going to GloPuttz! This is a new inside putt
putt place on Barksdale Blvd. and we will meet at the
church at 1:30 p.m. Aug. 29. This activity is geared
for children 3 yrs. and up, but if you feel “young”
enough, everyone will be welcome to join in the fun.
The hours will be from 2-4 p.m.

Topic: The Book of Acts
——Mack McKinley Seed Planters

A Movie Night is planned for Friday, September 25
from 7-9 p.m. All ages are invited. Pastor is in
charge of picking out the movie. Bring a snack to
share.

Topic: Book of Ecclesiastes (now)
(next) The General Letters
——-

Plans for Pre-teen and Senior Programs are being
developed by Melissa Meeks and Doris Moorehead.
More on this later.

Rob Meyer/Jerry Bartz Crossroads
Topic: Book of Hebrews

Thanks to All Our Other S.S. Teachers: Aleathia
Martin, Chris Reeves, Doris Moorehead, Rene’
Reeves, Judy Bartz and Patrick Fertitta

——
Melissa Meeks Young at Heart

As well as our Substitute Teachers: Anna Moorehead, Sharon McMillon, Phillip Moorehead,
Mary List and Paula Anderson.

Topic: Book of Ephesians
As you can see, we offer a lot of variety of subjects
for you to choose from—pick one and come join a
class next Sunday morning!

You All Are True Blessings to Christ Lutheran!

We will be needing a teacher for the high
school class after Sunday, August 30th. Patrick Fertitta, who has been teaching this class, will be leaving for the seminary so if you feel you would like to
be considered to teach these young people, please let
Pastor know.

AND, further thanks to Mack McKinley and
Merlin Hanson for their help with the S.S. openings. We join Mack in welcoming Merlin back
with his guitar. Their playing adds so much to
our Sunday School openings.
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With Summer often comes vacations! I love traveling and also love
going to church at another Lutheran LCMS church while on vacation.
Many of you come back and report how things are done a little
different at the church you visited. Many even bring me a bulletin to
show that they attended church. I love looking at the bulletins to see how they worship. One thing I often
hear people stating is “that church” served white wine instead of red wine! Is that right? The answer to the
question is YES, there is nothing wrong with receiving white wine as opposed to red wine. Both
seminaries use white wine as well as many (and I mean many) of the churches. When I was in Orlando, Fl,
St. John’s Lutheran church (2,000+ members!) served white wine. In fact, at
the 2007 LCMS 63rd Convention held in Houston, the wine we received was a
white wine!

I often hear people say it must be a red wine because it symbolizes the blood
of Christ. This sounds neat, but actually crosses the border of saying we receive the body and blood symbolically instead of receiving the “real presence”. The Altar Guild Manual (CPH, Lee A. Maxwell, pg 89, 1996.) states: “The wine will be grape
wine, but it may be either red or white.” This issue is also addressed at the Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod website www.lcms.org in the Question and Answer section as shown below.
Q. A discussion has arisen as to which is preferable for use at communion--red or white wine. I
realize that the Bible does not speak to this issue. Would it be possible to give me the rationale for
the use of either? Or, is it simply a matter of personal preference?
A. A previous director of the Commission on Worship wrote the following comment on this topic:
"Care should be exercised in selection of the wine to be used in the sacrament. Its quality ought not
be such that it will startle the recipient by its flavor, tartness or sweetness--items which tend to call
attention to the wine itself rather than to the sacramental act of reception. Color is a matter of
indifference. Some Lutherans have tended to use white wines to lessen the visual imagery, while
others have used red wines in order to heighten the sensory stimulation."
This is, indeed, an adiaphoron--something neither commanded nor forbidden by Holy Scripture. At
one point in Lutheran history, Lutherans tended to use white wine. This was in opposition to the
Reformed (Calvinists) who insisted that it must be red in order to properly match up and remind us
of the blood of Jesus which is in heaven, not in the cup (according to their false understanding).
So Lutherans have in some places used white wine to show that they were free in this matter and
that the Word and Promise of Christ alone make it the blood of Christ, not whether it's white or red.
The current practice of our Synod varies widely--from white to red to colors in the middle.
Synod's 1983 CTCR report on "The Theology and Practice of the Lord's Supper," therefore notes:
"The color, type, or origin of the grape wine is a matter which Christians can select in accord with
their situation" (p. 16).
I want you to know that either is fine. I have no plans or long term goals of changing our wine from red to
white, so relax… but I may use a white wine soon for a special occasion. Don’t be alarmed, it’s all right
and we will be back to red wine.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Culver
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
Well, here we are, right at the beginning of a new school year… ALREADY!
Can you believe it? Bossier Schools start on August 12th this year and Caddo Parish
follows that on the 17th. It’s amazing how early the schools start each year. It seems
that the Memorial Day holiday was just a few weeks ago. Wait a minute, IT WAS! WOW!
Oh well, I suppose it only goes to show that summer as we all use to know it will one day soon cease to
exist. Those days when you could pretty much pack your bags leading up to that first week in June for summer
vacation will soon be a thing of the past. The way things continue to change, it’s only a matter of time before all of
the schools will be moving to year-round schedules. You’ll have to pick one of the four or five smaller “blocks” of
vacation time throughout the year in order to continue the family tradition of “returning home,” instead of waiting
for the old “summer break.” And that might not be so bad after all. You know, the more I think about it, it might
actually be a pretty good thing.
The kids might not like it too well, but the adults might find it makes for more tolerable waiting in line at
Disney World or Six Flags, especially if there will now be time to go in say, oh, February? Or possibly even November?
See? It might actually be a good thing after all! Especially for churches since the summer time is usually
the time of year when attendance dips below the yearly averages.
But as far as this year goes, we at Christ Lutheran Church will take it however it comes.
We are heading into some pretty exciting times these days and I’d again like to extend the Christian hand
of fellowship to those of you who may or may not currently attend church regularly. Yes, I realize it is summertime, (see above) but right now, the time is right to return home, to your family at Christ Lutheran. If you were
among the members of Redeemer who voted along with your fellow family members to consolidate with the folks
from Our Savior a year and a half ago, but for one reason or another haven’t been attending regularly, now is the
time to come home! The same can be said to the folks from Our Savior who voted to consolidate with Redeemer
back on February 10, 2008. Come Home! Even if you were a member of Our Savior or Redeemer prior to our
voting to consolidate, but now find yourself not necessarily “fitting in” with whatever your decision was that
caused you to leave, then please consider returning home to your church family. We miss you and need you back,
now more than ever!
@@@@@@@@@@@@@

Building Committee update:

“On Christ, We Build”

By the time you receive this issue of Christ Lutherans’ newsletter, we will have completed two workshops
hosted by your Building Committee along with Mr. Gene Menzel and Rev. Gary Faith, both of the LCMS Southern
District office. These workshops were intended to determine and develop the programs needed for our new community and how best to tailor our new facilities to meet those needs. Only time will tell whether or not we were
successful in laying out these plans. We hope and pray that our efforts will help Christ Lutheran to become that
shining light on the hill for others to come to know their Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

>>>>> continued next page
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<<<<< Continued from previous page.

It should also be noted that work has begun on the initial stages of brush removal from our new property. The work has made a world of difference in the landscape and overall appearance.(See Page 15)
We have placed an architect/civil engineer on retainer in order to assist us in the layout of our facilities in order to best suit our overall master plan.
We will also soon be in need of further assistance from congregational members to help in the selection of furnishings, landscaping and any number of other action items. Please consider stepping up and helping with these as well as the multitude of other tasks at hand. We can use all of the help we can get!
Thank you again for the privilege of serving as your congregational chairman. I will always do my
best, to serve you better!
In Him,
Mike Holland

****
BACK
T0
S C H O O L!

Activity Nights—Never Boring!
If you’re bored with the same ole’ thing—come join us at 6:00 p.m.
on Activity Nights (in August they are the 10th & 24th). Come bring your
favorite snacks or dishes and your favorite game. You can also join in another game with any group.
Sue North, Lewis Wiist’ landlady, comes to play “42” - a domino
game. Irma Mecom and Judy Bartz play this game as well and just enjoy
winning every now and then. We’ve been averating a dozen or more
players each time we get together.
If you like Spinners, Rummikube, Farkel and any card games,
you’re sure to find enough players to fill a table or two. Game playing is a great way to get to know
one another better, don’t you think?

7

Embers (The Youth): Spread the Fire!

Our trip to Six Flags the weekend of July 10—12 was a lot of fun. We caravanned over in three vehicles and spent the better part of Saturday at Six Flags. We rode very exciting rides and survived 104
degree temps! We swam at the hotel pool Saturday evening and attended Tree of Life in Garland, TX
for Sunday morning worship. We were all welcomed at Tree of Life, especially the Culver boys who
used to be members of this church.
Our Website is slowly coming together—we’ve chosen a Bible verse from the Book of Job.
We selected volunteers to help out with the Christ’s Vintage event.
We went back to Shriners on July 7th and had a great few hours spending time with
the young patients there. So far we’ve given out a total of over 80 “Forget-Me-Not” Elephants and Booklets.
The camping trip has been rescheduled for sometime in October. More on this later.
*****
Laughing is good exercise. It’s like jogging on the inside.

******

Other Information of Note
………...It was a delight to have Our Savior’s former pastor, Rod Loose and wife Vera
worship with us the weekend of July 4th. It was so nice to catch up on what’s going on
in their lives in Colorado and we hear they were just as delighted to visit with lots of old
friends here.
…………Congratulations to Betty Long on all her hard work toward getting her college
degree in Information Technology. She received high honors—top of the class
………….Our sympathy goes out to former member, Alita Mueller, upon the death of
her son Tom. You’re in our hearts and prayers, dear friend.
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August Birthdays & Anniversaries!
Doris Moorehead—21
Allye Clark—22
Ceil Manning—22
Phyllis Barnett—2
Daniel Brewer—25

Mike & Terri Holland—1

Lois Mortzfeldt—25

Daniel & Kim Clark—1

Randy Wilson—25

David & Wanda Neathery—5

Tori Warhurst—27

Greg & Anita Hershberger—7

Sammy Arnold—29

Cecil & Sharon Odom—19

Robert McCall—29

Paula & Eric Anderson—28

Betty Hirst—30

Pastor Perry & Lori Culver—30

Jeanette Joiner—30

Harvey & Dot Wilkening—31

Kim Clark—8
Sharon McMillon—9
Philip Feibel—12
Pastor Culver—13
Betty Davis —14
Vickie Hanson—14
Brian Carlson—15
Richard Conradi—19

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

PRAYERS
Illness
Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, Betty Andres (friend of Gwen) , Jerry Bartz, Shelly Boswell, Ebony & Dashir, Lanny Culver, LaVina Del Monte, Kathy Gregio, Bernice Heppner, Brenda
Humphries, Bob Holland, Lois Jackson, Sylvia Ladage, Warren Manchester, Ceil & Bill Manning, Marilyn
Meeks, Sharon Odom, Ed & Mabel Powell, Joe Randolph, Patricia Randolph, Ted Rushton, Terry Scott,
Amanda Sparks , Marilyn Symmank, Pat Wibben, Lewis Wiist and Dot Wilkening.
If you see a name that should no longer be on our Prayer List, please call Pastor Culver or Joan Holland.

Pray for Our Church, Our Mission and Pastor Culver
In the Military

Paula & Eric Anderson
Raul & Danielle Garcia
Scott Warhurst
Jennifer Kidwell
Brandon McCall
Alexander Parmater

Rusty Bull
Michael Rath
Clinton White
Michael Manchester
John Blankenhorn
Shelton Feibel, Jr.

Alan Parmater
Mike Reeves
Jeff Kidwell
Warren Manchester, Jr.
James Schumaker

Our Christian Prayers and Sympathy are extended to . . .
•

•

. . Ed Boon and family upon the death of wife and mother, Harriet on July 7th. Ed and Harriet
were faithful members of Our Savior for many years . . .
. . Mabel & Ed Powell upon the death of grandson, Prentiss Chandler on July 4th.
. . . Blessed are they who mourn.
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Good Samaritan Update

We’ve learned of a new facility that will be
opening up in Keithville for homeless, unmarried
In the hustle and bustle of all the goings on,
mothers-to-be. They will be able to go there for shelwe haven’t really been mentioning the Good Samari- ter and will be offered aide and counseling by the
tan Auxiliary. We do send thanks to those of you
Crisis Pregnancy Center. We’ll have more informawho continue to support this cause. The mentally and tion on this ministry outreach in the months to come.
physically challenged are very dear to a lot of us and Thanks for your continued support.
we thank you for keeping the Campbell Soup labels
*****
coming in.
Trinity, Monroe, continues to be active as
usual. We will have our annual meeting in September.
Our Executive Secretary Betty Long will be
leaving us in the early fall. We will not only be losing a member of our auxiliary, but one who has been
an avid supporter in all aspects of Christ Lutheran
Church. It’s with much sadness we say farewell to
Betty and husband Mike, as they move to Dubuque,
Iowa, because of her job. We wish them God’s
Blessings in their new home.

Phonics Program News
Even thought we only have five students during this summer program, we are having a great time
together. Thanks to Heather Sutton for filling in
when we needed another helper. We have some terrific Youth at our church and we’re so truly blessed to
have them.
*****

*****
Lutherans For Life
Chapter #312
After enjoying a brief “vacation” we resumed
meeting on Sunday, July 12th at Christ Lutheran.
Our annual Baby Bottle
fundraiser got off to a late start
this year due to a shortage of the
bottles! But that’s all behind us
now and the bottles were at last
given out at CLC on July 19th.
We ask that they be turned back
in to church by Rally Day, Aug.
30th. overflowing with coins! (or bills!) Money
raised with be matched by Thrivent.

Cookies, Cookies, Cookies
If we expect to have cookies on Sunday mornings, we need to have a few more volunteers willing
to bring some to church. If you like to bake them,
that’s great—but we really don’t mind if you want to
bring some “store bought” ones.
It would be appreciated if you would sign up
for a Sunday or two for the remainder of the year to
offer to bring cookies. The list is located in the Fellowship Hall on the wall, close to the kitchen serving
window.

Come on—we all love munching on cookies
So far we’ve received Immanuel’s filled bot- and what a great way to fellowship before Sunday
tles and the money donated by that congregation was School and after Church Service. Won’t you help?
$348.56! Thanks so much for your generosity!
We’ll love you for it!
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Guest Speakers Return!

2009-2011 LWML Mite Goal adopted was $1,825,000
to fully fund 18 mission projects and partially fund
one more.

Please join us as we welcome and encourage
Christ Lutheran’s Youth—”Embers” - as they share
2017 LWML Convention site selected was Salt Lake
updated information on their outreach “For-Get-MeNot” ministry. These young people will present their City, UT.
program at 12:30 p.m. on Sunday, August 2 in the FelNew Officers:
lowship Hall.
VP Christian Life—Patti Ross, Tulsa, OK

Daughters of Christ’ Meeting

VP Communications—Linda Arnold, Woodridge, IL
These ladies will meet on Sunday, August 2nd
VP Gospel Outreach—Marilyn McClure, Tucson, AZ
at 1:00 p.m. and lunch will be served. We will be
making plans for Fall Activities and we’d love to see a Recording Secretary—Judy Carlson, Paola, KS
good turn out for this meeting.
Pastoral Counselor—Rev. Kristopher Whitby, ArlingMite Box Collections:
ton Hts, IL
May: $64.60; June: $111.08; July: $113.75
Nominating Committee Members include Marcia Wittenburg, Baker, LA
These donations will go to help support the LWML
projects chosen at last year’s convention.
Gifts From the Heart (Ingathering)

LWML Convention Notes

Health Kits—308; Art Kits—194; Pkgs. of Socks—
This meeting took place in Portland, OR June 25—28. 697; Teddy Bears—308; Pkgs. Of T-Shirts—421;
Misc. Items—1776. These distributed in the Portland,
Offerings:
OR area.
1. LWML 2009-2011 Mission Goals

$40,114.89

2. The Lutheran Hispanic Lay Training 23,974.21
3. Alaska Mission for Christ

28,117.29

4. LWML Endowment Fund

25,485..91

Convention Attendance: Total registered was 3310.
Mission Trip Winner: LA-MS District Pastoral Counselor, Stan Clark won the Mission Trip to Poland.

=====================================
Puzzle Answers
Just for Kids: Across: 1) clouds; 6) darkness; 8)
moon; 9) night; 10 Orion.
Down: 2) lightnings; 3) stars; 4) skies;
ens; 7) sun

5) heav-

Who created all these things? GOD

================================
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PUZZLE FUN

CARTOONS
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Genealogy from Adam
to Jesus
The following is a list of
descendants and ancestors from
Adam to Jesus. In Bible times,
genealogies included biological
descent as well as heirs of families. The following genealogy is
compiled from Genesis 10:21-25,
Genesis 11:10-32, Matthew 1:117 and Luke 3:31-38.
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Christ's Vintage
This is the theme for the 2009 Christ Lutheran Wine Tasting. It may seem like a cute idea, but there
is some serious meaning behind this theme.
This year the wine tasting is moving from the holiday season to the early part of September-September 12th to be precise. This date was not chosen at random. September 7th marks the one-year anniversary of the official birth of Christ Lutheran, Shreveport. As such, it seemed fitting that there should be
some sort of annual celebration of this momentous event, and that celebration would need a fitting name.
The word "vintage", while often referring to a particular wine, can also be defined as: "the period of
time when something or someone appeared, began, was born or flourished" and "a group of people or things
that are similar". Therefore, Christ's Vintage is a celebration of our congregation's origins, history and
birth as a unified group of believers.
As we know, Christ said “I am the vine, you are the branches“ (John 15:5),” and anyone who has
read about wine making knows that it is the branch that produces the grapes that become the wine. Therefore, Christ’s Vintage is a celebration of the members of Christ Lutheran as the vintage of the Lord.
For wine lovers, the term “vintage” can be a reference to a particular grape harvest. As Christians,
we know that we have been blessed with the Fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-26). Therefore, Christ’s
Vintage is a celebration of all the blessings the Lord has given each of us.
As the branches of the Lord’s vine, we know that we can bear much fruit (John 15:1-17). We also
are told that we are to be workers in the Lord’s vineyard, planting seeds so that the Holy Spirit may grow
faith in the hearts of others. We are to harvest these new believers welcoming them into the fellowship of
believers. (John 4:35-38; Luke 10:1-12) Therefore, Christ’s Vintage is also a reminder that we are to
carry the message and love of the Lord into the world so that new branches may be born and provide
the foundation for another generation of Christ’s vintage.
As you contemplate these thoughts, please take time to mark your calendars for September 12, 2009.
We hope you will join us for this fun event and be a part of Christ’s Vintage.

Do you like fun and fellowship?
Then you may be just who we are looking for. This year's wine tasting event is coming up soon and we are
looking for anyone who would like to participate in planning the festivities. You don't have to be a wine expert (or drink it at all); you only have to be interested in making sure that this year's event is as fun as ever.
We will also soon be looking for volunteers to provide snacks or serve drinks for the party. If you are interested in participating in any capacity, please contact Melissa Meeks
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If you haven’t visited the new property recently, you need to swing by! You can see through it! - Pastor P.

Thanks to Amity Conradi for these photos of “Lutherans at the Ball Park.” Don’t know who won the game but
all seemed to be riveted to their seats!
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Jesus loves . . .

Discover the Lutheran Difference!
Bible Believing!

Sacraments Receiving!

Lutheran Christians believe the Bible to be the
inspired, inerrant and
infallible Word of
God. We hold the Old and New Testaments to
be a special revelation from God concerning His plan of salvation for the whole
world. Bible reading and Bible study are important to us as we continue in our relationship with the very Word made flesh—Jesus
Christ

Lutheran Christians understand that God works
through means. He has chosen to be active and
present in the water of Holy Baptism and the
bread and wine of Holy Communion as His
Word is connected with these elements. God
comes to us with His promises of grace, forgiveness and new life. Faith receives the blessings bestowed in and through these means of New Life Living!
grace.
Lutheran Christians enabled and directed by
Love Sharing!
the Holy Spirit honor our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ by living lives devoted to Him.
Lutheran Christians awakened to God’s grace Having received salvation as a gift, our rein Jesus Christ and aware of His overwhelming sponse is to uphold the Ten Commandments,
love for lost and condemned sinners are eager to “love the Lord your God with all your heart
to share this love with all people. Christ Lu- and with all your soul and with all your mind,”
theran Church is here to make everyone a dis- and “love your neighbor as yourself.” At
ciple of Christ by teaching the Word, adminis- Christ Lutheran Church we are reminded by
tering the Sacraments, by supporting one an- this simple phrase: Serving God, Serving Peoother in love, however
necessary, and by ple
using the gifts of the Holy Spirit daily.
(C)2009 Christ Lutheran Church, Shreveport,
Cross Embracing!
LA

Holy Spirit Heeding!
Lutheran Christians believe that we cannot by
our own reason or strength believe in Jesus
Christ, our Lord, or come to Him; but the Holy
Spirit has called us by the Gospel, enlightened
us with His gifts,
sanctified and keeps us in
the true faith. We were saved two thousand
years ago when Jesus said from the cross, “It is
finished.” The Holy Spirit applies that to each
of us through the gift of faith.

Lutheran Christians embrace a theology of the
cross. We approach our faith realistically and
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the words of Christ truthfully when He told us
that if the world hated Him and persecuted
Him it would most certainly do the same and
more to His disciples. St. Paul affirms this
when he said that when he was weak then was
He strong. We understand we are poor, miserable sinners — saved only by God’s grace
alone.

