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August
Activities
8-01 6:00pm
8-06 12:00pm
8-07 6:00pm
8-11 6:30pm
8-12 8:30am
8-13 12:00pm
8-15 10:00am
8-17 2:00pm
8-20 12:00pm
8-21 6:00pm
8-22 4:45pm
8-27 4:00pm

BLL Meeting
LWML Meeting
Game Night
Youth Lock-in & Bowling
Youth - Food Bank
Voter’s Meeting & Potluck
Pastor Circuit Mtg
Free Computer Class
Youth Voting/Swim Party
Game Night
Youth - Shriners
Reformation 500 Music Fest &
Hymn Sing at Noel UMC

Reformation 500 Music Fest
& Hymn Sing

Music from the Reformation
Sun
Tue

Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Confirmation Class
Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Church Service, Meal After
9:00am Bible Study - Christ
Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

August 27, 2017
Noel United Methodist Church
4pm
Freewill offering will be collected
Bring a canned good with a pull-tab lid
to support Noel UMC’s Food Pantry

What happens when we choose to do things our way instead of God’s way? In
the Old Testament before there were kings over the children of Israel, God led his
children. He protected them, led them, provided for them, and even rescued them.
But the people were not happy. They didn’t want God, they wanted a king! We live in
a world today that again wants to reject God. Not only reject him, but even claim he
does not exist or is not real. This is described in 1 Samuel 8:6-7: “Give us a king to
judge us.” And Samuel prayed to the Lord. 7 And the Lord said to Samuel, “Obey the
voice of the people in all that they say to you, for they have not rejected you, but they have rejected me from being king
over them.” The world today should be concerned about their rejection of God… but they are not.
So what was God’s response? 1 Samuel 8:11-18 gives God’s response. “11 He said, “These will be the ways
of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen and
to run before his chariots. 12 And he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and
some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his chariots.
13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and
vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his servants. 15 He will take the tenth of your grain and of your vineyards
and give it to his officers and to his servants. 16 He will take your male servants and female servants and the best of
your young men and your donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take the tenth of your flocks, and you shall be
his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves, but the Lord
will not answer you in that day.” Notice the last phrase “but the Lord will not answer you in that day!
Can you imagine calling on the Lord for help, but the Lord will not answer you? The world is becoming
chaotic and doing as they so please. The eyes have been turned from the
Lord onto themselves. Fear is starting to increase as the saber rattling
between countries intensifies. The more chaos is created, the more we
tend to take our eyes off the Lord and onto ourselves. When we focus on
ourselves, we begin to doubt our Lord. The Lord however, will prevail.
Satan wants to create doubt in God. This is a time when we need to stand
together and focus on the Lord and let him guide and protect us. Luther
was living in a chaotic time, a time the church was battling itself. Luther, in
reading Psalm 46, pens the song “A Mighty Fortress.
1. A mighty Fortress is our God, A trusty Shield and Weapon; He helps us
free from every need That hath us now o'ertaken. The old evil Foe Now

means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in fight; On Earth is not his equal.

2. With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were our loss effected; But for us fights the Valiant One, Whom God
Himself elected. Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is. Of Sabaoth Lord, And there's none other God; He holds the
field forever.
3. Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to devour us. We tremble not, we fear no ill, They shall not overpower
us. This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will, He can harm us none, He's judged; the deed is done;One little
word can fell him.
4. The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks have for it; He's by our side upon the plain With His good gifts and
Spirit. And take they our life, Goods, fame, child and wife, Let these all be gone, They yet have nothing won; The
Kingdom our remaineth.
This hymn is not only a great anthem to our God, but it is Scriptural. My prayer is that we
let God be our Mighty Fortress. Help us to keep our eyes focused on God. Help us to
remember that Jesus forgives us.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Tommy Festervan,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Louise Moore, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud & Lois
Mortzfeldt, Lori O’Connor, Cecil Odom, Sue Oppliger, Helen Randolph, Joel Randolph, Jim & Sigrid
Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Mitch Shoemaker, Barry Taylor, and Kyra Weaver

Embers Youth Group
Our busy summer is winding down. We’ve made time for relaxing in July, but we hit the road running
again in August. The events coming up in August will attempt to combine fun and service. On August
11th, we will be having fun with a lock-in and bowling night, followed by a trip to the Food Bank on
August 12th. We will have to try really, really hard to pace ourselves Friday night so that we have
some energy left for Saturday morning when we go to the Food Bank. Although we never know what
to expect to be doing once there, we are always excited to learn what service we can be upon our arrival.
Fun times again are scheduled for August 20th. This is when we will be having our
voting/swim party. On August 22nd, we will be visiting the patients at Shriner’s hospital to
pass out elephants, so that we can remind each child that in their time of suffering; God Will
Never Forget Them. It is always a joy to see the kid’s faces light up as we bring out the
elephants.
Don’t forget to check out our book on the tables at the rear of the Sanctuary. We
compiled pictures to tell the story of our National Youth Gathering trip to New Orleans one
year ago (a trip that each of you generously helped to financially support).
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary
We’ve wound down from our “high” due to the success of our 2017 Vacation Bible School
and it is time to look forward.
Sunday School attendance continues to stay on target. It’s that time of year -- Mrs. Rene’
welcomes new children as our youngest ones are finally old enough to join her class. The
Early Sunday School teachers have gained new “little ones” in their class with the addition of
Christ Lutheran’s newest members. Our Sunday School teachers are proud to be able to
teach all the young children. It is always our goal to teach these kids from early on, through
their different teachers and classes, so that they will one day become confident Christians who can go out into the world
and share God, knowing that God is always with them no matter what joys and trials they may face.
Sneak Peek: I am starting to run Ideas through my head for the Christmas program so that we have another
wondrous experience in December.
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman
Education Director

NEWS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF CHRIST
While the Daughters of Christ may have been on a summer break, we haven’t been
completely idle. Below are some details on what we are doing over these summer
months.

The ladies of Christ Lutheran once again gathered for a
fun lunch date on July 22nd at Evi’s Schnitzel Haus. As
always the meal was full of great fellowship, interesting
conversation, and delicious food. About 15 or so ladies
attended, and I don’t think anyone left hungry.

Commemorating Reformation 500
If you are looking for something to help you remember the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, the Daughters of Christ may have just what you are looking for. We
are selling commemorative coins designed specifically for this event. Coins are only
$8 a piece. They are available as either a hanging ornament or desktop decoration.
See any of the LWML members for more information.

Now that the air has that “back to school” scent in the air of freshly sharpened pencils, you will soon
see us working on our plans for the rest of the year. In the meantime, here are some things to look
forward to when break is over:
•
•
•

Next meeting will be after church on August 6th
Progressive Dinner in September; look for details to come
LWML Sunday October 1st

Join us for the LWML Celebration on Sunday October 1st
The theme chosen for LWML Sunday 2017 is “Be Ready to Confess Jesus”.
LWML Sunday is celebrated annually in The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod
(LCMS) churches. This year’s service is written keeping in mind two very special
anniversaries happening this year: 500th Anniversary of the Reformation & 75th
Birthday of the LWML.
Watch for more information about the LWML and
becoming involved in reaching others with the love of our Lord, Jesus Christ.

REFORMATION 500
Celebration in Shreveport-Bossier
in Review
We are now well underway with our Reformation Celebration, and it is certainly a celebration to
remember!
Everything kicked off great with June’s Papal Bull Roast BBQ.
Nearly 200 people joined us for this landmark event and partook
of some delicious BBQ. Thanks to help from both Faith and
Immanuel Lutheran Churches, we actually managed to find
tables and chairs and just enough space for everyone to enjoy
their meals. If the food wasn’t enough to make it a great
night, there was also some awesome entertainment. A cast
of about a dozen people from Christ, Immanuel, and Holy
Trinity Lutheran (plus one guest from NJ) put on a hilarious
and informative skit about Martin Luther and the
Reformation. Doctor Luther (played by Mike Holland) was
interviewed by Baba Waters (played by Lavonne Lewing of
Immanuel) and shared with our audience some of the
highlights of his life experiences. Each shared memory brought a
flashback scene starring a young Marty Luther, brilliantly played by
Matt Holland. Based on the amount of laughter and applause I heard,
the skit was very well received, from Mike Reeves’ “German” accent
to the singing monks to Colton Steadman’s “Amazing Church Products” infomercials.
Just this last week, we had our first showing of
the new documentary film “Martin Luther: the
Idea that Changed the World.” This screening at
Tinseltown sold out all 90 seats, and people
were so excited that they began arriving more
than an hour and a half before the show began. The film, narrated by
Hugh Bonneville, was very well done and enjoyable. Each attendee
received a special goody bag with Reformation 500 celebration items. I
swear everyone’s eyes lit up like Christmas morning when they found out
they were getting these treats. After the film, there was a brief discussion
period with a panel made up our area pastors: Pastor Culver (Christ
Lutheran), Pastor Shannon (Faith Lutheran) & Pastor Koch (Immanuel
Lutheran). The sometimes lively question and discussion period was
moderated by Ebony Dawson from Faith Lutheran. Everyone seemed to
have a great time, and some even said they plan on seeing it again when
we show it in the fall. If you missed this opportunity (or you want to see it
again), don’t forget that you have another chance on October 19th at the
Robinson Film Center. Tickets are on sale now. Tell your friends and bring a group.

Celebrating
REFORMATION 500
in Shreveport-Bossier
While the celebration has been going great so far, there is still a lot more to come. The next event is
going to be “Music for the Reformation”. This inspirational Music Fest & Hymn Sing will be on
August 27th at Noel United Methodist Church. Pastor Culver is working closely with Noel’s music
director and organist to plan the perfect musical celebration of the Reformation. It promises to be an
event to remember. Mark your calendars now so you don’t miss it or any of these other upcoming
great events:
•

August 27, 2017, 4pm – Music from the Reformation, a Reformation 500 Music Fest & Hymn Sing at
Noel United Methodist Church
o

Freewill offering will be collected; bring a canned good to support Noel UMC’s Food Pantry

•

September 30, 2017, 11am – Oktoberfest Carnival at Faith Lutheran Church

•

October 19, 2017, 6:30pm -- Screening of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” at
Robinson Film Center ($10 tickets)
o

•

October 29, 2017, 4pm – Reformation Service at Immanuel Lutheran
o

•

Buy tickets at http://www.newluthermovie.com/lcms/get-tickets.html

All the area LCMS churches will be joining together to give thanks that “It’s still all about Jesus.”

October 31, 2017 – Reformation Walk at Immanuel Lutheran
o

Journey back 500 years to follow Luther’s path to Reformation step-by-step

Find us on Facebook at: Reformation 500: Shreveport-Bossier
This is shaping up to be a great celebration. Keep in touch with your Reformation 500 Celebration
Committee to find out additional details and what other events we are planning to make this year
truly memorable. If you are interested in helping us with any of our events or with publicity, please
let us know.
We are also still selling some great Reformation 500 commemorative items.
Catechism Placemats are $10 a set. You can show off your Reformation spirit with a
commemorative wristband for $2. And if you want to learn a bit more
about the event that started it all, we have copies of martin Luther’s 95
Theses in a special 500th Anniversary reader’s edition with
commentary and Biblical study. If you are interested in any of these
items, you can speak with Melissa Meeks.
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MUSIC NOTES

Why Do We Sing In Church?
(Part II)
Steve Randolph

I’m coming back to the heart of worship,
It’s all about You, it’s all about You, Jesus!
Matt Redmon,
“Heart of Worship”

Last month we started to look at why we sing in church. We saw that singing to God was Biblical,
and that both the Old and the New Testaments contained many examples of God’s people singing
to Him. So, why else do we sing? Probably the most obvious reason that we sing in church is to
give praises to our God! When we are singing to praise God, congregational singing is an offering
of thanksgiving and adoration to God for His love and mercy in forgiving our sins through the
sacrifice of His Son, Jesus Christ.
The word, “praise”, comes from a Latin word meaning value or price. Thus, when we praise God,
we are proclaiming His merit or worth. Praise is not about us feeling close to God, or us having a
“warm, fuzzy feeling”. Instead, like the song lyrics quoted at the beginning of this article say, praise
is about God and us worshiping Him.
Time and time again, we read in the Old Testament where God’s people sang praises after triumphs
over enemies, or to acknowledge blessings that God had given them. Like the people of the Old
Testament, we, too, sing praises as our response to God’s love and for the many blessings that He
has given us. Furthermore, Scripture commands us to praise God with music and singing. The book
of Psalms has many verses telling us to sing praises to God. Psalm 95:1 states: “Come let us sing
for joy to the Lord”. Psalm 98:1 says: “Sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous
things.” And Psalm 47:6 states: “Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing
praises. In the New Testament, the book of James says: “Is anyone happy? Let him sing songs of
praise” (James 5:13). Overall, there are more than 500 references to singing in the Bible, and more
than fifty direct commands for God’s people to sing to Him!
King David assigned Levite musicians to sing God’s praises day and night in the Tabernacle. He did
this to surround God’s presence with singing. Likewise, in the book of Revelation, John describes
continuous singing around the throne – a song that is so powerful and persuasive that eventually all
creation joins in. We know from Psalm 22 that God inhabits the praises of His people, so when we
sing praises, we are bringing God into our presence!
One more note about singing praises to God in church: doing so is a foretaste of things to come for
all believers. One day, we will be a part of the heavenly choirs singing and praising God for all
eternity!

