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September
Activities
9-05 6:00pm
9-10 12:00pm
9-11 6:00pm
9-12 10:00am
9-17 12:00pm
9-21 2:00pm
9-23 5:30pm

BLL Meeting
LWML Meeting
Game Night
Pastor Circuit Mtg
Youth Mtg
Free Computer Class
Progressive Dinner (carpool
from church at 5:15)
9-24 8:30am Breakfast with Christ
9-25 6:00pm Game Night
9-30 11:00am Oktoberfest - Faith Lutheran

Sun
Tue

Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Confirmation Class
Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Church Service, Meal After
9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Christ Lutheran
Welcomes
Elijah Montes

We live in a world that turning away from God and chasing after their
own desires. When difficulty strikes… they run from God instead of to
God.
The Bible states in 2 Timothy 3:1-9:
3 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of
difficulty. 2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud,
arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with
conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but
denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For among them are those who creep into households
and capture weak women, burdened with sins and led astray by various passions, 7 always
learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres
opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men corrupted in mind and disqualified
regarding the faith. 9 But they will not get very far, for their folly will be plain to all, as was that of
those two men.
This passage was not written by me, but by the Apostle Paul. He is
talking about “in the last days” before Christ returns. This is Paul
telling how people will turn from God. Now, my question is why are
people letting the world redefine God and either turning away or
changing how they understand the Bible. I will tell you that the more
you read and study the Bible, the more you build your life around
God’s ways. The less you read the Bible, the more you let the world
and it’s ways shape and mold you. I would rather be shaped and
molded by God instead of by man. Now the very next passage after
the above reading states this about the Bible.
All Scripture Is Breathed Out by God:
10 You, however, have followed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience,
my love, my steadfastness, 11 my persecutions and sufferings that happened to me at Antioch, at
Iconium, and at Lystra—which persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord rescued me.
12 Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while evil people
and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for you,
continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom you learned it
15 and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings, which are able to
make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, equipped for every good work.
I’m not here to make you uncomfortable with your current Biblical
knowledge, but to be an encourager to read the Bible. I have seen the
excitement from people young and old who have read through the Bible.
They came and told me with a smile and a sense of accomplishment.
They really neat thing is that most of them
have started over and are still reading it.
Charles Spurgeon once said: “A Bible that’s
falling apart usually belongs to someone who
isn’t.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, JC Barnett, Judy Bartz, Bill Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise
Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Tommy Festervan, Gerald & Sharri Gramm, Susan Greenwalt,
Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh, Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma
Mecom, Louise Moore, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud & Lois Mortzfeldt, Lori O’Connor, Cecil Odom, Sue
Oppliger, Helen Randolph, Joel Randolph, Jim & Sigrid Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski,
Mitch Shoemaker, Lona Sparke, and Barry Taylor

Embers Youth Group
August was filled with a lot of excitement for the youth. We
had a lock-in with delicious pizza, Pastor’s homemade egg
rolls and lots of sweets. We intended on going bowling but,
due to the weather, we ended up watching a very funny
animated movie on the big church screens.
We were all excited to be going bowling, so
now we will have to arrange to go bowling
another time.
We had our annual elections and swim party.
We had lots of fun swimming in the Holland’s
pool and eating good sandwiches. I would like to welcome Mark Meshell
as our new Treasurer and Promise Whitlock as our new Publicist/
Historian.
We served at the Food Bank and, as usual, our
trip was unique. We looked at 12 pallets, 14 high,
of donated bread. It was our mission to check all
the bread for mold. I think I can still smell all the
moldy bread we found. It was a lot of fun and
probably one of the easiest things we have done
with the Food Bank.
Last, but not least, we took a trip to Shriners’ to pass out elephants to the
kids. We passed out about 12 elephants, but this time we had a lot of older kids. We
even gave out an elephant to a child lucky enough to be receiving his second
one. This was a reminder to us of just how long we have been visiting
Shriners. The young gentleman receiving his second
elephant had received his first one about 8 years ago!
Always in service,
Colton Steadman, Youth Secretary

Sunday School attendance continues to stay on target. Mrs. Rene’ has some new kids as our
young ones are finally old enough to graduate to her class. Mrs. Lori and Mrs. Terri are very
thankful that we are blessed with new kids starting their class as well.
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman, Education Director

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
Well, what happened to the summer of 2017?
I’m not sure how you felt about it, but it sure seemed to “fly-by” fast this year! It seems like
only yesterday that we were talking about Memorial Day and thinking that the 4th of July was
a long way away!
Oh well, life goes on. We have to plan for and live out each day as God gives it to us, no
matter what. We should make the most of every day and continually reach out to those less
fortunate than us. We should show the world that Christ lives within each and every one of
us, in our thoughts, words AND DEEDS!
Toward that end, I’d like to make you aware of another tool that the Board of Elders are
giving you in your efforts to plant the seeds of faith throughout the un-churched in our
community.
Beginning on September 24, Christ Lutheran Church will begin
hosting a meal for these folks in our community. It’s being called
“Breakfast w/Christ” and will start at 8:30am.
This meal will be along the lines of what we have on Easter
morning; pancakes, scrambled eggs, sausage, bacon, toast,
etc.. (Not necessarily all of these at the same time) Depending
upon how successful we are at inviting our neighbors as well as those around us that have
no church home, this may be an ongoing thing. This is, of course, my hope. My prayer is
that we have more and more people coming each week.
Will you join me in this prayer?
Dear Heavenly Father,
We come to you today to give thanks for all that you have given us in our daily lives. Though
we most certainly are not worthy, we continue to ask that you bless us in our efforts to
expand Your kingdom here on earth. We pray that you bless our plans and efforts to feed
the un-churched in our community. Give us the courage to simply ask the question; “Would
you like to join me this Sunday morning for breakfast?” Please bless those that make the
effort to extend the hand of friendship as well as those that accept it.
In Jesus name we pray,
Amen
The only way it will be successful is if YOU do what our Lord calls ALL OF
US to do in Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy
Spirit....”
In service to our risen Lord,
Mike Holland – Board of Elders

NEWS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF CHRIST
The Daughters of Christ are back from summer break and are as busy as ever. A lot of
great things are coming up.

Everyone is looking forward to our annual Adult
Night Out Progressive Dinner coming up on
September 23rd. In case you are not sure what
this is, let me explain. To a certain extent a
progressive Dinner is just what the name
suggests. Participants will gather at one member’s home for appetizers; then the entire party will
progress to another house for the main course; finally, everyone progresses to a last location for the
dessert course. But in reality, this event is so much more than a roaming caravan of church members
happily grazing along the way. It is an opportunity for pure fellowship in a warm atmosphere. Although
we often have fellowship at events at the church, the fact is there is usually so much going on there that
we do not fully relaxed. The Progressive dinner, on the other hand, is really just an extended party. In
the warm and inviting atmosphere created at our hosts’ homes, everyone has a rare opportunity to mix
and mingle with the only goal being to enjoy each other’s company and get to know each other better.
And it doesn’t hurt that the food is always delicious too. Trust me; you don’t want to miss out. Details
and signup sheet are on the church bulletin board.

Celebrate LWML Sunday with us on Sunday October 1st
The first Sunday in October is traditionally set aside for the observation of
LWML Sunday, but this year is special being the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation and the 75th anniversary of the LWML. We invite all of you to
celebrate this memorable occasion with us with a special worship service
bearing the theme “Be Ready to Confess Jesus!”
Building on God’s promises, we know that this is our time to be distinctly
Lutheran. Since 1942, the LWML has affirmed each woman’s identity as a
child of God and her relationship with Jesus Christ, encouraging and
equipping Christian women to live out their lives in active mission ministries, and to support
missions around the world through their sacrificial gifts of mites, tithes, offerings, and tireless
service. Now is our time to “Be Ready to Confess!” faithfully and boldly of Christ’s redemptive
work for us and for all the world. As part of our LWML Sunday celebration, we will be collecting
donations in the Caring Cart for the Rescue Mission throughout the month of September, and
we will be dedicating these Gifts from the Heart during the LWML Sunday service.
Our next meeting will be after church on September 10th. All ladies of the congregation are invited.

Celebrating REFORMATION 500
in Shreveport-Bossier
Our Reformation Celebration so far has been full of memorable moments.
One of the highlights definitely occurred last week when nearly 200 people
gathered at Noel Memorial United Methodist Church to celebrate “Music
and the Reformation” on August 27th. Thanks to Pastor Culver, Bryan
Bierbaum, Noel’s organist and music director, and Dr. Dan Gibbs, Holy Trinity
Lutheran’s music director, this musical event was truly worthy of the musical heritage
given to us by Martin Luther
The afternoon began with a beautiful organ rendition of “A Mighty Fortress” by
Bryan Bierbaum. A combined choir made up of members from Noel Methodist, Holy
Trinity Lutheran and the Shreveport Regional Chorale kicked off the singing with the
anthem “I Was Glad” followed by the congregation joining in to sing “A Might
Fortress.” And the evening just went uphill from there. Narrated by a series of
reflections presented by the pastors of all 5 congregations involved, the program
traveled through the liturgical church year with favorite hymns of each season sung
by a combination of congregational and choral voices. The brass ensemble added power and gravitas to
many of the pieces, elevating the sound to a truly mountaintop experience. Along the way, those
reflections taught us a little bit about the history and faith that made each hymn a valuable part of our
church heritage. Although not all the hymns came directly from Luther’s Reformation, they were all
influenced by it and are worthy successors of the tradition of congregational music he began 500 years
ago. The festival of music concluded with a rousing rendition of “The Church’s One Foundation,”
reminding everyone present that although we may come
from different denominations, we are all one in Christ.

Pre-Order Price of
$22.49 through
October 16, 2017

($29.99 regular price)

Look for the
Sign-up Poster
and
Sampler Book
on the
Bulletin Board
in the
Church Hall

MUSIC NOTES

Why Do We Sing In Church?
(Part III)
Steve Randolph

Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; curb those who by deceit or sword
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son and set to naught all He has done.
Martin Luther
LSB # 655

Last month we talked about two of the reasons that we sing in church: to praise and
worship God for all He has done for us, and because Scriptures command us to sing. This
month, we will look at another reason that we sing in church – to learn the Word of God.
Pastor Rich Futrell, from Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church, in Missouri, published an
on-line article titled, “Why We Sing What We Sing in Church”, in June of 2013. In this
article, Pastor Rich writes:
But as Lutherans, we ground and center ourselves on God’s Word, not just Jesus Christ
as the Word, but also the Scriptures that bring us the Word, Jesus Christ. So is there a
Bible passage that tells us what we are to sing and why? Yes, there is. It’s Colossians 3:16.
Colossians 3:16 states: “Let the word of Christ inhabit you richly, teaching and correcting
one another in all wisdom by psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, and singing to God with
thankfulness in your hearts”. Hymns have a purpose: They are to teach and correct us.
Pastor Rich continues his article by comparing what is learned from the song “In the
Garden” (which is not in Lutheran Service Book) to “Oh, How Great is Your Compassion” (which is
included in LSB). You can read the full article at http://sothl.com/2013/06/19/why-we-sing-what-wesing-in-church/.
Dr. P.J. Janson, Assistant Professor of Church Music at Augustana University in Alberta, Canada
wrote the following in an article that appeared in Reformation & Revival Journal (1995):
[Martin Luther] stated: "After all, the gift of language combined with the gift of song
was only given to man to let him know that he should praise God with both word
and music, namely, by proclaiming [the Word of God] through music." Luther,
then, restored singing to the church… the speaking "to one another with psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs" so that "the Word of Christ [might] richly dwell" in
them (Col. 3:16). Luther did not insist that all texts used in the church service had
to be literally from the Bible; however, he did require that texts be theologically
sound… for Luther recognized the power of hymnody. Hymnody could either
proclaim truth or error, and the Lutheran chorale was to preach the Word of God so
that also through song the message of salvation would be disseminated.

I once read an article in which the author pointed out that “if most of our songs can be sung
just as well by Buddhists, Muslims, or Hindus, we need to change our repertoire! [Our
Songs] should help us clearly and accurately glorify the only true God.” In addition, since
our songs also teach us the Word of God, they should be doctrinally sound – according to
our Lutheran beliefs!

