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June
Activities
6-5 6:00pm Game Night
6-6 6:00pm BLL Meeting
6-10 9:00am Youth - Food Bank
6-10 5:00pm Papal Bull Roast/Barbecue
6-12 - 6-16 5:30pm - 7:45pm VBS
6-18 12:00pm Youth Meeting after Service
6-19 6:00pm Game Night
6-20 10:00am Pastor Circuit Mtg
6-22 6:00pm Reformation 500 Meeting
6-24 2:00pm Youth - HUB

Sun
Tue

Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Confirmation Class
Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Church Service, Meal After
9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Wednesday Evenings Through June
A Man Named Martin-Part 2: The Moment examines the errant
teachings and wayward traditions of the Late Medieval Church that
eventually sparked the Protestant Reformation, a theological
overhaul set in motion most notably by Martin Luther's nailing of the
95 Theses to the church door at Wittenberg.
As a follow-up Bible study to 2015's A Man Named Martin-Part 1: The
Man, this three-session Bible study takes a close look at the
widespread teachings of the late Medieval Church that were
superfluous to the Bible or not scripturally grounded. Among them
were purgatory, penance, celibacy, prayers for the dead,
transubstantiation, the treasury of merits of Christ, devotion to Mary
and the rosary, the institution of the papacy, and the one most often
linked to the Reformation: the sale of indulgences.

I am writing this article the day after the Reformation 500 Papal Bull
Roast/BBQ and I am getting ready for Trinity Sunday.
We will be
singing Holy, Holy, Holy today which sends chill bumps down me when
we sing it. I was real proud and am still fired (smoked) up over the
event.
We had around 175 people attend, people from Faith,
Immanuel, Christ, and many from the community. Sitting down talking
and eating. People coming together to help cook, prepare, serve, and clean up. I have never
seen so many tables in the church. I was thinking that man, we got a lot to do to get ready for
church tomorrow. Then I witnessed another big act of love and service. People from three
churches started breaking down the tables and loading some of them onto trucks and trailers
along with chairs. People I didn’t even know were setting up the chairs for Sunday worship. One
lady is pushing a line of chairs over to the right place. I think the chairs weighed more than her,
but she was working. It didn’t take long and we were set up! I think this was done in about 15
minutes… it was amazing. Other ladies I didn’t know were in the kitchen cleaning up. We had
some skits that were a mixture of people from the churches that provided educational
entertainment. They did a great job. I could go on and on about last night. To me, it was a taste
of heaven on earth! This is how I picture heaven. There will be work to do, but there will be no
complaining, just people serving out of love. There was a genuine sense of “agape” love and
“Philia” love displayed last night. That is Godly love for others along with brotherly love. I am still
on a spiritual high from last night! And now I get to go and worship with the family of God and
worship the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit on Trinity Sunday. I want to proclaim Psalm 150 from
the world!

150 Praise the Lord!
Praise God in his sanctuary;
praise him in his mighty heavens!
2 Praise him for his mighty deeds;
praise him according to his excellent greatness!
3 Praise him with trumpet sound;
praise him with lute and harp!
4 Praise him with tambourine and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe!
5 Praise him with sounding cymbals;
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!
6 Let everything that has breath praise the Lord!
Praise the Lord!
Go in peace, love one another, and love the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!
Amen.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Embers Youth Group
VBS is coming together nicely thanks
to the help from the youth and the
youth leaders. We can’t wait to teach
the kids about Jesus and link it to the
Reformation 500 celebration.
The youth helped set up for the
Papal Bull BBQ on June 10th. This
was the initial kickoff of VBS as well as the entire year of
celebration of the 500th Anniversary of Reformation. We
had a busy day that Saturday—the food bank in the
morning and good food and fellowship for the rest of
the day. It was a busy but
joyful day.
We celebrated Mother’s Day and the love of all of our
mothers in May. Who knows, maybe the fathers will
be treated to something special in June? If you are a
dad, make sure you are at church on Father’s Day;
first for Worship and secondly to see what we may
have in store for You.
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Tommy Festervan,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Louise Moore, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud & Lois
Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom, Sue Oppliger, Joel Randolph, Jim & Sigrid Reeves, René Reeves, Byron
Ritzeski, Barry Taylor, and Kyra Weaver

Sunday School
VBS is here!! Bring your kids and they will learn about Jesus
and have a super-duper time while doing it! It starts with food
at 5:30 pm, then we kick off at 6:00 and play till 8 pm! We
have storytelling, bible challenges, arts and crafts and even
the best outside games you could think of.
VBS will be linked with the 500th Reformation and is going to
be June 12th -16th. Mrs. Glenda will have
the registration forms for anyone who
still needs them.
If there are any
questions, feel free to ask me.
I look forward to everyone bringing lots
of kids! Remember, these Youth are the
future of our church and the continued
growth of God’s Kingdom.
Colton Steadman
Education Director
Sneak Peak…

There are many ways to commemorate this
historic anniversary.
Your Reformation
committee is selling a few items that will
help you do just that, while also supporting
efforts to bring to our community quality
events celebrating 500 years of
Reformation.
You can find the events in this newsletter. Be sure to get your tickets for events
requiring them. In the meantime, take a look at these items available for purchase:

CATECHISM PLACEMATS: $10.00 for a set of 4
Offered by Immanuel LCMS, these placemats contain the entire text of Luther’s
Small Catechism. Each side of each placemat is different and combines images
with text to bring Luther’s work to life during your family’s Table Talks.

REFORMATION 500 WRIST BANDS: $2.00 each
In a bright Reformation red, these comfortable wrist bands are a great
way to show your celebratory spirit. The outside bears the words
“1517-2017 Reformation 500th Anniversary” between dual images of
Luther’s Seal. The inside of the band features embossed lettering stating
“Luther nailed it!”

COMMEMORATIVE COIN / ORNAMENT: $8.00 each
Available through the Christ LCMS LWML, these double-sided commemorative
coins are a great way to mark and remember this momentous occasion. If
you want an easier way to display your coin, it is also available prepared for
hanging on your Christmas tree, in your window, or any available display
hook.

“NAILED IT” T-SHIRT
The Youth at Immanuel LCMS are selling t-shirts commemorating the
Reformation 500 celebration. They are available in a variety of sizes and
colors.

Order yours today at www.booster.com/immanuel-youth-

reformation-tshirts.

Celebrating
REFORMATION 500
in Shreveport-Bossier
Here are some of the events you can look forward to as we
commemorate this important anniversary:
•

June 10th, 5pm – “Papal Bull Roast” BBQ at Christ LCMS (An evening of
good food, great friends, and a little Reformation themed entertainment) $5.00 a plate; tickets available for purchase

•

July 27th, 6:30pm -- Screening of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the
World” at Tinseltown ($11 tickets)
Buy Tickets at http://www.newluthermovie.com/lcms/get-tickets.html

•

August 27th, 4pm – Reformation Music Fest/Hymn Sing at Noel United
Methodist Church (bring a canned food to support Noel’s Food Pantry)

•

October 19th, 6:30pm -- Screening of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed
the World” at Robinson Film Center ($10 tickets)
Buy Tickets at http://www.newluthermovie.com/lcms/get-tickets.html

•

September 30th, 11am – Oktoberfest Carnival at Faith Lutheran (fun, food,
and activities for the whole family)

•

October 29th, 4pm – Reformation Service at Immanuel LCMS
o All the area LCMS churches will be joining together to give thanks that
“It’s still all about Jesus.”

•

October 31st – Reformation Walk/Trunk or Treat at Immanuel LCMS
o Journey back 500 years to follow Luther’s path to Reformation step-bystep

Keep in touch with your Reformation 500 Celebration Committee to find
out additional details and what other events we plan to make this year
truly memorable.
Find us on Facebook at: Reformation 500: Shreveport-Bossier
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MUSIC NOTES

How About Singing “Politically Correct” Hymns?
NOT!
Steve Randolph

Do you recognize these opening lines to a familiar hymn that has been revised to be politically correct?
“Onward, Christian pilgrims, Christ will be our light; See the heav'nly vision breaks upon our sight….” The
“old version” of the hymn, which was too “militaristic” and apparently “promoted violence and warfare”,
began “Onward, Christian soldiers, marching as to war, With the cross of Jesus going on before…”. Or
how about this revised line from a children’s chorus that most of us learned at a very young age: “Every
color, every race, All are covered by His grace,” instead of the old, familiar, (and apparently offensive)
line: “Red and yellow, black and white, They are precious in His sight”.
For over a decade now, hymn-compilers for some of the major denominations have begun to produce
hymnals with “politically correct” hymns. Much of the time, traditional wording is re-written to avoid the
possibility of offending feminists, minorities, and people with disabilities, and to soften or to replace
“militaristic” language or “harsh phrases” such as “the wrath of God”. (One new hymnal omitted the entire
song, “In Christ Alone”, because the original authors would not approve changing the line: “’Till on that
cross, as Jesus died, The wrath of God, was satisfied” to “’Till on that cross, as Jesus died, The love of
God, was magnified”.) Hymn-editors want everyone to feel included and accepted, and they feel that
some of our hymns fail to accomplish this with the old wording. God is “love”, so, according to them,
hymns should not be “negative” and many phrases have to be “watered-down” so that no one feels bad
about themselves.
Many revised hymns are gender-neutral and do not refer to God as “Father”, “Lord”, “King”, or “Master”.
Now He is the “All-inclusive One”, “Great Spirit”, “Architect Divine”, or “Source of Being”. According to
one source, God is even addressed as “Mother” or “Partner”. They do not sing “Crown Him with many
crowns”, but instead sing “Crown with Your richest crowns”. Jesus is “God’s only Child”, not “God’s only
Son”, and He was not “born to raise the sons of earth”, but, “born to raise us from the earth.” “Faith of
Our Fathers” is now “Faith of the Martyrs”. The “right-hand of God” is now the “mighty” or “strong” hand
(so that left-handed people will not feel insulted). “Darkness” and “blindness” are no longer used to
represent spiritual blindness, so phrases like, “Just as I am, poor, wretched, blind”, are no longer used.
“Amazing Grace” now saves “someone like me”, not a “wretch” like me. Even centuries-old Christmas
carols have been revised. “Joy to the world, the Lord is come, Let earth receive her King” is now “Joy to
the world, for Peace has come, Let this be our refrain”. And, in “O Come All Ye Faithful”, instead of
singing, “O come let us adore Him”, some churches now sing, “O come in adoration”, because the
original words are too gender-specific.
For centuries, hymns have been altered from the original texts. Verses have been added or deleted.
Some changes were made during translations; other changes were made for doctrinal reasons. Many of
the great hymns that we know today “evolved” over times. Recently, some hymns have been updated to
more modern language, replacing “Thee” and “Thine” with “You” and “Your”. Overall, those changes have
been accepted. Our hymnal, Lutheran Service Book, updated the language in some of the hymns, yet
many songs, such as “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” and “Rock of Ages” were left just as we have
sung them for decades.
I do not know about you, but I feel that making hymns “politically correct” waters down the truth and
makes God’s grace less amazing. God is my Father! I am a poor, wretched, and blind sinner. Jesus
suffered and died on the cross for me – to satisfy the wrath of God, and it is His amazing grace that
saves me. So, I will continue to sing “O come let us adore Him”, for He is my Lord and my King!

