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May
Activities
5-1 6:00pm
5-7 12:00pm
5-7 2:00pm
5-8 6:00pm
5-8 6:00pm
5-13 11:30am
5-16 10:00am
5-18 2:00pm
5-21 12:00pm
5-22 6:00pm

BLL Meeting
Youth Meeting after Service
St. Paul Closing Service
Game Night
Reformation 500 Meeting
Ladies Lunch Out
Pastor Circuit Mtg
Free Computer Class
Voters’ Meeting & Pot Luck
Game Night

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sun 9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
Tue 9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Confirmation Class
Sew Elephants
Wed 6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Church Service, Meal After
Thu 9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Wednesday Evenings Starting May 10, 2017

You are invited to St. Paul Lutheran Church in
Shreveport, LA, on May 7th at 2:00 pm for a
celebration for many years of service to the
Shreveport/Bossier Community. While St. Paul
will be concluding their service, Faith Lutheran
will be moving to the St. Paul facility to aid their
current ministry. This is a sad and joyous time,
yet our faith keeps our eyes focused on Jesus Christ. Please join St.
Paul on May 7th for the concluding service and reception. Keep them
in your prayers.

I love Easter! There is the season of Lent in which we focus on
what we have done… that is our sins. It is a time of selfreflection.
Sometimes we get caught up in our selfrighteousness… or our unrighteousness. The Bible makes it
clear that our righteousness is as filth rags. Where Lent leads us
down into the valley of our sin… It is God who leads us out of
the valley through the resurrection of Jesus Christ on Easter Day.
The ultimate low is Good Friday and the ultimate high is Easter. The two go together. You
can’t have one without the other. In fact, Easter is a three-day event. It starts with Good
Friday, goes through Saturday, and then the Resurrection on Easter Day. Law and
Gospel flow through these three days. It is easy to see the Law while Jesus is on the
cross. It is Law in that he is dying for our sins… the sins
we committed. There is also Gospel in that we are not
dying on the cross, but Jesus is dying for us. It is His
work, not ours… which also makes it Gospel. I love the
alleluia’s being brought back into the service and the
powerful hymns that confess our faith and the
resurrection. This story needs to get out into the world,
but we often go silent when it comes to witnessing.
Witnessing is something we need to work on. It doesn’t always come easy. We may be
able to go all crazy when our favorite football team scores a touchdown, but we go silent
when the opportunity presents itself. We need help! Well, I am working on that. We have
not lost many people due to transfers to other churches,
but we have had a lot of deaths and people move away
for retirements. We need to be concerned about planting
the seeds of faith. I have been in contact with Eric
Johnson with the Southern District to have a workshop
about how we can reach out in effective ways. There are
some ideas out there, some we have already
considered… and maybe it is time to go back and review
these and see if the time is right. We need to bring in
younger families and we need to be planting seeds in
this area. I will be setting up a date or dates to have Eric Johnson come and speak. In
the meantime, keep the Church in your prayers. Take advantage of situations where we
can speak up and share Christ. There are times that we need to show Christ. Christ often
steps into the picture when we (people) are feeling helpless. Like when all the disciples
were behind locked doors wondering what is next after Jesus’s crucifixion. Jesus gave
them Easter and said, “Peace be with you”. Let’s let the joy of Christ’s resurrection
overflow with joy to those around us as we share Jesus!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Embers Youth Group
He is Risen! Easter sunrise service came extra early for Matt
Holland and I since we got to join the Elders at the church
beforehand to get breakfast
prepared. The Deer meat scrambled
eggs were delicious! Hopefully we
can have a full course of that next time.
This past week, the youth went to Shriners Children’s Hospital
to pass out elephants. This is one of the best service projects
we do and certainly one of my favorites. We passed out 24
elephants! That is the most we have been blessed to give out in a few trips to Shriners. It is
always a blast to see the faces of the kids as they get one of the elephants.
May is going to be somewhat quiet with very little youth activity.
We’ve planned this respite in anticipation of very busy personal
lives revolving around high school and college graduations, as
well as celebrating our mothers for Mother’s Day. Along those
lines, please join us in wishing one of our own Congratulations
on her graduation. Bethany Culver will be graduating from Byrd
High School on May 13th!
But, don’t worry, we will be back in full swing in June with a visit
to the Food Bank, the Hub and VBS!
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Tommy Festervan,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Louise Moore, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud & Lois
Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom, Joel Randolph, Jim & Sigrid Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Barry
Taylor, and Kyra Weaver

Madison Cooley
LSUS

Joshua Cooley
Calvary Baptist Academy

Bethany Culver
C.E. Byrd

Teri Jenkins
(Friend of CLC)

Congrats 2017 Grads!!

REFORMATION 500:
Papal Bull Roast BBQ
Our congregation is hosting the kickoff event for ShreveportBossier’s Reformation 500 celebrations. It will be a BBQ dinner to
be held at the church on June 10, 2017 at 5pm. This evening of food
and fellowship will also include some Reformation themed
entertainment. Plans are underway for this event, but all who would
like to help are welcome.
If you are wondering about the name for this event, here is a little history. On June 15, 1520, the
Vatican issued a papal Bull (or an official proclamation by the Pope) ordering Martin Luther to recant
his teachings or face excommunication. Luther, well on his way to becoming a Reformation hero,
refused to comply, and on December 10, 1520 he publicly burned the Papal Bull in Wttenberg. Rest
assured, no one will be starting a bonfire of church documents at our gathering, but we will be firing
up some beef to symbolize this important event in Reformation history.
Because the BBQ is a fundraiser to help cover the costs associated with our Reformation
celebrations, we will be selling tickets to the dinner. The cost is just $5.00 a plate. This is truly a
bargain…delicious BBQ, great friends, and an evening’s entertainment for less than the average
burger combo at the fast food joint. Tickets are on sale now; just see your Reformation 500
committee, Mike Holland, Pastor Culver or Melissa Meeks.
This BBQ is also a great way to kickoff our VBS week that starts on June 12th. This year’s VBS
theme is “Mighty Fortress” to coordinate with the 500th anniversary of the Reformation and will tie in
wonderfully with our BBQ event. So, invite your friends, and join the fun. You can get the kids
registered for VBS while having a great evening out. We look forward to seeing you there.

Sunday School
We had a great Easter holiday weekend. The egg hunt was a
smashing success. Mady Clark found the golden egg and won a
cute stuffed bunny. After hunting for the eggs and snacking, the
kids were surprised with a big piñata. Each kid took turns
swinging at it to try to break it. In the end, Allye Clark was the
lucky one who broke the piñata to share tons of candy with
everyone.
I would like to thank everyone who donated candy, eggs and time
out of their schedule to help me prepare for the hunt. With my
very time consuming schedule, it is a huge relief to know I can
count on a few people to help when they are needed. I really
appreciate it and I know the kids do too.
VBS will be June 12th-16th and will be linked with the 500th
Reformation. We are starting to plan it and are looking forward to
the date approaching. Mrs. Glenda Conradi
will have the registration sheets for
anyone who needs them to pre-register
their little one.
If anyone has any
questions, feel free to ask and I will be
happy to try to provide any answers I can.
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

NEWS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF CHRIST
Ladies Lunch Out
The ladies of Christ Lutheran are gathering for a fun lunch date on
May 13th at 11:30 at Imperial Cathay on Youree Drive. Please join
us for food and fellowship. Signup sheet is on bulletin board.
We will be lunching again on July 15th. This time we will be going
to Edie’s Schnitzel Haus on Shreveport-Barksdale. So put these
dates on your calendar and join us for these fun events.
Commemorating Reformation 500
If you are looking for something to help you remember the 500th anniversary of the
Reformation, the Daughters of Christ may have just what you are looking for. We are
selling commemorative coins designed specifically for this event. Coins are only $8 a
piece. They are available as either a hanging ornament or desktop decoration. See any of
the LWML members for more information.

At the LWMl rally, a check was given to the Crisis Pregnacy center
from LFL in the amount of $1,200.00. The monies have been
mainly given by St. Paul, Emmanuel, and Christ. This is thru the
baby bottles. A special collection was taken up by Emmanuel for
this ministry. We were especially delighted to have Cynthia Miller come and talk to us about the
center. What a great devotion and testimony from the heart she gave us.
Along with the check from LFL, we designated our free will offering to the center. We are a small
group, but every little bit helps in aiding all ministries.
Thanks for your continued support.
LFL Treasurer,
Judy Bartz

Celebrating
REFORMATION 500
in Shreveport-Bossier
Planning is well underway for our Reformation 500 Celebrations. Mark your calendars now so you
don’t miss any of these great events:
•

June 10, 2017, 5pm – “Papal Bull Roast” BBQ at Christ Lutheran
o

•

An evening of good food, great friends, and a little Reformation themed entertainment

August 27, 2017, 4pm – Reformation 500 Music Fest & Hymn Sing at Noel United Methodist Church
o

Bring a canned good to support Noel UMC’s Food Pantry

•

September 30, 2017, 11am – Oktoberfest Carnival at Faith Lutheran Church

•

October 19, 2017, 6:30pm -- Screening of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” at
Robinson Film Center ($10 tickets)
o

•

October 29, 2017, 4pm – Reformation Service at Immanuel Lutheran
o

•

Buy tickets at http://www.newluthermovie.com/lcms/get-tickets.html
All the area LCMS churches will be joining together to give thanks that “It’s still all
about Jesus.”

October 31, 2017 – Reformation Walk at Immanuel Lutheran
o

Journey back 500 years to follow Luther’s path to Reformation step-by-step

Because some of these events will require funding, we are also planning on a number of fundraisers.
The first of these is the sale of sets of Catechism Placemats (Reformation500 edition). If you are
interested in purchasing, you can speak with any of the committee members.
This is shaping up to be a great celebration. Keep in touch with your Reformation 500 Celebration
Committee to find out additional details and what other events we are planning to make this year truly
memorable. If you are interested in helping us with any of our events or with publicity, please let us
know.
Find us on Facebook at: Reformation 500: Shreveport-Bossier

Christ Lutheran
Church

Easter 2017

MUSIC NOTES

We Remember What We Sing!
Steve Randolph

Do you ever hear a song on the radio that you haven’t heard in many years, yet you can sing
almost all of the words – as if you had heard the song only yesterday? Or have you played one
of the many different games in which contestants try to recall song lyrics? We can do so,
because we remember what we sing! Advertisers caught on to this a long time ago. Can you fill
in the missing words to these jingles? “Oh, I wish I were an ____ ____ _____, Then everyone
would be ___ ___ ___ __.” Or, how about this one: “If it says ____, ____, ____, on the label,
label, label, you will ____ __, ____ __, ____ __, on your table, table, table.” (The answers to the
jingles are at the bottom of the page.) If you remembered the lyrics to these jingles, you are
probably not one of the younger members of our congregation, because the commercials with
these lyrics aired 30 to 40 years ago, in the 1970’s!
Before there was written history, poems and music were frequently used in the oral traditions of
passing down historical information from generation to generation, because that made it easier
for people to remember the information. God also used songs to help His people remember. In
Deuteronomy 31, before the Israelites entered the Promised Land, God told Moses that
eventually the nation was going to break the covenant and turn away from God. So, He gave
Moses a song to teach Israel, so that they and their descendants would remember God’s
commands. “When many disasters and difficulties come upon them, this song will testify against
them, because it will not be forgotten by their descendants” (Deuteronomy 31:21).
Some experts believe that we remember between 10 and 20 percent of what we hear, 30 percent
of what we see, and 50 percent of what we see and hear. That percentage is much higher for
remembering what we sing. Our brains store thousands and thousands of songs because
singing involves patterns in both words and music. Rhyme, meter, and song are very powerful
mnemonic devices. That means that the songs that we sing in church are always with us! Once
again, that tells us that we MUST be careful to sing songs that are biblical and doctrinally sound,
because we remember those words. That is another reason why singing in church is important!
How many people can quote a line from one of John Wesley’s sermons? Very few; but millions of
people can sing at least a few words to some of Wesley’s hymns, such as “Hark the Herald
Angels Sing” or “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”. Singing truly helps the Word dwell richly among
us, as commanded in Colossians 3:16: “Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach
and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
with gratitude in your hearts to God.”
Answers to Lyrics: “Oscar Meyer Weiner”, “In love with me”. “Libby’s, Libby’s, Libby’s”, “Like it, Like it, Like it”.

