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April
Activities
4-2 12:00pm LWML Meeting after Service
4-3 6:00pm BLL Meeting
4-10 6:00pm Game Night
4-12 NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT SERVICE
4-13 7:00pm Maundy Thursday Service
4-14 7:00pm Good Friday Service
4-15 10:00am Easter Egg Hunt
4-16 7 & 10:30am Easter Services
4-18 10:00am Pastor Circuit Mtg
4-20 2:00pm Free Computer Class
4-23 12:00pm Youth Meeting
4-24 6:00pm Game Night
4-25 4:45pm Youth to Shriners

Sun
Tue

Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor Lib
6:00pm Confirmation Class
Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Lenten Service, Meal After
9:00am Bible Study - Christ
Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Palm Sunday Worship, April 9, 10:30am
Maundy Thursday Worship, April 13, 7pm
Good Friday Worship, April 14, 7pm
Easter Sunday, April 16, 7am &10:30am
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But the words “it was counted to him” were not written for his
sake alone, 24 but for ours also. It will be counted to us who
believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, 25 who
was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our
justification.
Romans 4:23–25 (ESV)
In an Easter Sermon, Martin Luther writes: “St. Paul writes in
Romans 4, 25 as follows: "Christ was delivered up for our
trespasses, and was raised for our justification." Paul is indeed the
man who extols Christ in a masterly manner, telling us exactly why
and for what purpose he suffered and how we should conform
ourselves to his sufferings, namely, that he died for our sins. This is
a correct interpretation of the sufferings of Christ, by which we may
profit. And as it is not sufficient to know and believe that Christ has
died, so it will not suffice to know and believe that he rose with a transfigured body and is now in a
state of joy and blessedness, no longer subject to mortality, for all this would profit me nothing or
very little. But when I come to understand the fact that all the works God does in Christ are done for
me, nay, they are bestowed upon and given to me, the effect of his resurrection being that I also will
arise and live with him; that will cause me to rejoice. This must be brought home to our hearts, and
we must not merely hear it with the ears of our body nor merely confess it with our mouth.”
There are several things that really hit me. When Luther states “when I come to understand the fact that all
the works God does in Christ are done for me”… it is important to come to the realization that Jesus’ Easter
IS our Easter. We want to contribute to our Easter… our resurrection. It is not us who earns our own
Easter… but it is Christ who earns it for us. His Easter is our Easter. Ever since the fall, man’s focus has
been on himself and not God. We cannot save ourselves, because we are
sinners. Our salvation must come from outside of ourselves, because we all
fall short and our righteousness is as filthy rags. Our future is hopeless
without Jesus. But God had a plan. His plan IS Jesus. He sends his son who
lives a perfect life (we can’t), substitutes his perfect life for our sinful life (the
great exchange), and he dies for me/us (the wages of sin is death). God
accepts the Great Exchange of Jesus’ life for ours and raises him back to life
through the resurrection (Vicarious Satisfaction). What part did you play in
it? Nothing! It was done for you. That is God’s plan of Salvation for you.
He has done everything necessary. Our role in this is to believe. No action
required. In fact, the ability to believe is a gift from God (Eph. 2:8-9). So this Easter, let us come into his
courts with thanksgiving and worship and praise our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ. Let us look to “Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated
at the right hand of the throne of God.“ He is Arisen! He is Arisen Indeed!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Embers Youth Group
We have survived the Tea and Fashion Show of 2017! Thank you
to each and every one of you who came and enjoyed! This
annual event has been successful each year and hopefully will
continue to be so for future years.
The models did a fantastic job strutting their stuff down
the catwalk. (See the photos below!) The turnout was
wonderful, as always, and we enjoyed serving the
guests that came.
The youth rocked out with a couple thousand
other Christians at the Winter Jam music
festival at the Century Link Center on March
rd
3 . It was awesome to see the Christian artists we
listen to on the radio live in concert.
We will be helping with the Easter Egg hunt on April
15th. So, please ask your friends with children and plan
to bring your little ones to seek eggs as well as
to enjoy some other surprises that we have in store for
you.
We are visiting Shriners to pass out
elephants on April 25th. It is always a blast
hanging out with the kids, helping in a small
way through what is a hard time in their
life.
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Leah Erickson, Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Tommy Festervan,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud and Lois Mortzfeldt, Cecil
Odom, Joel Randolph, Jim and Sigrid Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Barry Taylor, and Kyra Weaver

Sunday School
Easter is upon us! We will be having an Easter egg hunt for the kids and
will be having punch and cookies afterwards. I am doing something a
little different this year along with the hunt so it is sure to be a blast!
Please feel free to bring as many kiddos as you
would like. I am asking for candy filled eggs and candy donations to
help with the function. I thank everyone that is planning on helping
with the egg and candies.
VBS will be linked with the 500th Reformation and is going to be
June 12th -16th. We are starting to plan it and are looking forward to
it as the date quickly approaches.
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED
The food Bank is in dire need of boxed
and canned food items and has asked
for everyone’s help!!
The Christ Lutheran Caring Cart is collecting food
during the months of April and May.

News from the Daughters of Christ
How Do You Like Your Tea?
We like our tea with a bit of fashion and a lot of mission focus. This year’s annual Tea & Fashion Show was held on March
18th. As we have come to expect, the event was a great success. Based on the conversations heard and pictures taken,
everyone seems to have had a wonderful time at the event.
So, how does that break down in cold hard facts? Well, here’s a look at the tea by the numbers:
• Tickets sold: 94
• People attending: about 110
• Models strutting their stuff: 39
• Number of workers making the day work: more than I can count
• Total funds collected: $1,250.00
• Funds gifted to CLC Youth: $50.00
• Funds given to each Mission Grant recipient: $400.00 each
The end result of the day is that our local Ladies in Mission are sending $400.00 each to The Gideons, The Hub Urban
Ministries, and The Good Samaritan Auxiliary of the Bethesda Home for the Developmentally Disabled in Cypress, TX.
So, many people helped to make this day possible, that it would be impossible to list them all, and all of them deserve my
deepest gratitude; however, I do want to single a few out for recognition here:
•

Judy Bartz, Gerry Bush & René Reeves (along with Judy’s crew of worker bees) for making sure we had delicious
food to eat
• Terri Holland & Lori Culver for rounding up models, working with clothing vendors, & putting the fashion show
together
• Mike O’Connor for playing host, Mike Holland for running anything Audio-Visual & Lori O’Connor for herding the
models “backstage” during the show
• Sharri Gramm, Mary List, and anyone else who persuaded businesses to donate door prizes
• Everyone who loaned or donated their property, time, and/or efforts to make the decorations beautiful
• And to anyone not specifically mentioned here, you are not forgotten, but I think Lori would be upset if her entire
newsletter was just my list of “Thank You”s
If you missed this year’s tea, then you missed an unforgettable event. I hope that seeing how enjoyable it was will
persuade you to make sure you make it to the next one.

Rallying Together
On April 1st, the Daughters of Christ hosted the Louisiana-Mississippi District Northern Zone for their Spring Rally. About
38 people attended from across North Louisiana. Special speakers included District President Anita Granger and Cynthia
Miller from the Crisis Pregnancy Center. Our Worship service and Bible Study were led by Pastor Michael Shannon from
Faith Lutheran. Attendees brought their “Gifts from the Heart”, giving The Crisis Pregnancy Center a whole car full of
needed products and then donating the day’s offering of more than $250.00 to the center, as well. After lunch, a few ladies
even stayed to participate in a servant event to color cards of care & encouragement to be sent to families affected by the
floods in South Louisiana. A special thank you needs to go out to our guys, especially Mike Holland, Don Bush, Mitch
Shoemaker & Pastor Culver, for keeping an eye on the food and serving it for lunch so that our ladies could all participate
in the Rally. (I think the ladies from other churches were quite impressed) By the afternoon, attendees headed home
overjoyed by this day filled with friends, fellowship, food, fun, worship & the Word. All in all, the entire experience was
inspirational and Spirit filled…and I’m not foolin’.

The Reformation was not about anything new, but about returning to the unchanged and unchanging truth. So it
is still today. The celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation is not a time for novelty. It is a time to
return: to the truth, to the basics, to the foundation.
Do you remember the Small Catechism? Many of us were made to memorize the catechism (or at least part of
it) during our Confirmation classes. Some of us might have even suffered through a public examination over its
contents.
How much do you remember? Say it with me: “I believe that I cannot by my own reason or
strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or come to Him…” Can you finish? Do you remember
where that is found? (It’s in Luther’s explanation of the Third Article of the Apostles’ Creed.)
It’s time to return. Luther wrote the Small Catechism for the instruction of laypeople. Luther
intended the Small Catechism to be used at church and in the home to instruct children in the
faith and to reinforce the faith in the hearts and minds of adults.
There is no better time than in this year of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation to review the catechism.
Read it for yourself. Refresh the theology in your mind. Pray the catechism daily. Memorize it.
But even more, teach it. If you are a parent, teach it to your children. As you have opportunity, share it with
your friends and peers.
The catechism teaches the fundamentals of the Christian faith: the Ten
Commandments, the Lord’s Prayer, the Apostles’ Creed, the Sacrament of Baptism,
the Sacrament of the Altar and the Office of the Keys and Confession. This small
book is well worth your time and study. And if you want a more creative way of
reviewing the Catechism, Concordia Publishing is coming out with The Illuminated
Catechism that you can color. This would be a great way to share with your kids,
or those adults who have joined the adult coloring craze.
May this celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation be a time when we
return to the Word and Sacraments, when we turn to Christ and His love. It’s still all about Jesus.

Celebrating
REFORMATION 500
in Shreveport-Bossier
On March 5, 2017, Pastor Culver, Mike Holland & Melissa Meeks met along with representatives from
Faith Lutheran & Immanuel Lutheran to begin making plans for how our local Missouri Synod churches
can celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. We determined that our celebration should be
a series of events scattered between our churches over several months with each congregation hosting
a particular event, but the entire series promoted and supported by all. The months long celebration
will culminate with a joint Reformation Service on October 29th and the Reformation Walk on October
31st at Immanuel.
Soon, these events were beginning to take shape and we had a tentative schedule of events, with
additional events in the works. Here is a list of what you can plan on at this time:
•

•
•
•
•

June 10, 2017 – “Papal Bull Roast” BBQ at Christ Lutheran
o An evening of good food, great friends, and a little Reformation themed
entertainment
July 27, 2017 – Screening of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World” at
Tinseltown ($10 tickets)
October 19, 2017 -- Screening of “Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the World”
at Robinson Film Center ($10 tickets)
October 29, 2017 – Reformation Service at Immanuel Lutheran
o All the area LCMS churches will be joining together to give thanks that “It’s still all about Jesus.”
October 31, 2017 – Reformation Walk at Immanuel Lutheran
o Journey back 500 years to follow Luther’s path to Reformation step-by-step

Because some of these events will require funding, we are also planning on a number of fundraisers.
The first of these is the sale of sets of Catechism Placemats (Reformation500 edition). If you are
interested in purchasing, you can speak with any of the committee members.
As you can see, we are planning for this to be a great year. Keep in touch with your Reformation 500
Celebration Committee to find out additional details and what other events we are planning to make
this year truly memorable. If you are interested in helping us with any of our events or with publicity,
please let us know.
Find us on Facebook at: Reformation 500: Shreveport-Bossier

MUSIC NOTES

Singing on Easter
Steve Randolph

The most important day of the church year, which is also the oldest Christian holiday, is Easter. It
is believed that the early church originally celebrated Jesus’ resurrection every Sunday, but at
some point during the first two centuries it became customary to celebrate the resurrection
specifically on one day each year. After much debate, the Church decided to celebrate the
resurrection as a movable feast, so that it would always fall on a Sunday, which was the day that
Jesus arose. The celebration, which was observed by Christian churches in many different
countries, eventually became known as Easter.
Certainly there were chants or songs related to the resurrection which were used in the early
church. However, the first known “Easter carol” was written soon after the church decided to
make Easter an annual celebration. Fifteen centuries ago, the Bishop of Milan, who is known
today as St. Ambrose, composed the carol. St. Ambrose did not use verses with rhyme when he
originally wrote his hymns, but this later translation of the carol does use rhyme:
This is the very day of God, serene with holy light it came,
In which the stream of sacred blood, swept over the world’s crime and shame.
O admirable Mystery, the sins of all are laid on Thee;
And Thou to cleanse the world’s deep stain, as man dost bear the sins of men.
Death’s fatal spear himself doth wound, with his own fetters he is bound.
Lo, dead the Life of all men lies, that life anew for all might rise.
As time passed, other Easter hymns and carols were written as the religious celebrations and
regional customs relating to Easter continued to develop. The oldest Easter hymn in Lutheran
Service Book was written by Venantius Honorius Fortunatus, who lived from the years 530 to
609. That hymn is titled: “Hail Thee, Festive Day” (#489). A recently written song that is used in
some Easter services is the anthem, “I Will Rise”, written in 2008 by Chris Tomlin. While “I Will
Rise” was not specifically intended as an Easter song, it works very well in an Easter service
because it contains the truth that because Christ rose for me, I, too, can rise when He calls my
name. Other songs, such as “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”, “I Know the My Redeemer Lives”,
and “Because He Lives”, are some of our favorite Easter songs and carols that we sing year after
year.
On Easter Sunday, the highest point of our church year, we always have the most number of
people in attendance and the singing is always the loudest. As we celebrate Easter again this
year, may we sing praises to our risen Lord and Savior with our whole heart, and proclaim His
victory to all the world!
Happy Easter!

