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March
Activities
3-5 12:00pm LWML Meeting after Service
3-6 6:00pm BLL Meeting
3-12 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS
3-13 6:00pm Game Night
3-16 2:00pm Free Computer Class
3-18 12:00pm LWML Tea & Fashion Show
3-19 12:00pm Youth Meeting
3-21 10:00am Pastor Circuit Mtg
3-25 5:00pm Movie Night
“I’m Not Ashamed"
Hot Dogs & Popcorn provided,
bring snacks to share
3-27 6:00pm Game Night

Sun
Tue

Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Confirmation Class
Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Lenten Service, Meal After
9:00am Bible Study - Christ
Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

SERVICE SCHEDULE
March 1
March 8
March 15
March 22
March 29
April 5

7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm
7pm

Standing in the Word
Standing in Prayer
Standing Unafraid
Standing in Suffering
Standing through Persecution
Standing in Truth

2017 is an exciting year! It was 500 years ago that Martin
Luther nailed the 95 Thesis to the church door in
Wittenburg. These 95 Thesis challenged the teachings of
the Roman Catholic
Church. One of the biggest
challenges was to the
Catholic Church selling indulgences for the
forgiveness of sins. It is interesting to note that
this was a fundraiser to build Saint Peter’s
Basilica… while at the same time you were
purchasing a piece of paper that forgave your
sins. To get to the point of Martin Luther is that
you cannot purchase your forgiveness, it is a free gift
from God… purchased by Jesus’s life, death, and
resurrection. Ephesians 2:8-9 states: “ 8 For by grace
you have been saved through faith. And this is not your
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works,
so that no one may boast.” This Lenten season, we
journey through Creative Communication’s” Standing at the Cross” Lent Series
tied to the 500th Anniversary of what happened because of what happened at the
Wittenburg door and through Martin Luther’s sermons. We celebrate that the
Lutheran movement started 500 years ago… and that movement is to worship
Jesus Christ! This is an historic year for the Lutheran Church. There will be a new
movie coming out called “Martin Luther. The Idea that Changed the World.” The
Lutheran Churches (LCMS) have started
meeting to plan the Reformation 2017
celebration for the Shreveport and Bossier
City area. We have many ideas that we are
working on including a joint worship service
on October 29th, 4:00 PM, at Immanuel
Lutheran Church. Please mark your calendars.
More information regarding the Luther Movie will be coming. This will be an
exciting year to tell others what the Lutheran Church is all about. I am proud to
be part of a church that still holds to the Bible as God’s Word and that we are not
letting today’s world redefine the Bible. The Bible has stood the test of time and
still stands on it’s own. We will also take a look at the
Augsburg Confession and what it means today. This is a great
year for the Lutheran Churches to come together and
celebrate. I am excited and I hope you are too!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Embers Youth Group
Two months of 2017 done already!!! Time is flying!
During this fast-moving time, the
youth went downtown to the Lovewell
building on January 14th, where we
helped out the HUB Urban Ministries. We did an assortment of
stuff; from playing bingo with the less fortunate to sorting
donations and organizing their clothing store. It
was awesome!
We also were blessed to help out at the Food Bank
on January 7th and pass out seventeen elephants
to the kids at Shriner’s on January 31st.
We celebrated
Mardi Gras at the Gemini Parade on
Feb 25th. As always, we had a wonderful time.
The Daughters of
C h r i s t Te a a n d
Fashion show will be
on March 18th. The
youth are very active
with this program. If not modeling, they are serving
your sumptuous lunch. Please come and help the
youth in supporting our very own LWML organization.
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

Sunday School
Our Sunday school classes continue to stay busy.

Mike

Reeves has seamlessly transitioned into the leadership of
Mack McKinley’s class.
I can’t believe it, but VBS is already on my radar. It’s time to start preparing
for it again! A VBS planning meeting will be announced soon!
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Tommy Festervan,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom, Joel
Randolph, Jim Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Barry Taylor, and Kyra Weaver

Dinner
and a
Movie
March 25, 5pm

I nv ite S o me o ne
to
J o i n T h e Fu n !
Hot Dogs
&
Popcorn
will be
Provided
Please Bring
Snacks to Share

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
It’s March and the temperatures are already hitting close to 80 degrees. WOW! Maybe those climate change
alarmists are right? (But then again, maybe we actually know “Who” is in control of EVERYTHING, including the
climate!)
But seriously, it seems that every year, the weeds start popping up a little earlier than in years past. The dogwood
trees start blooming again, usually just in time for an untimely freeze that wipes out all of the beautiful blooms.
Everyone goes out shopping for their Easter clothes during the warm spell, then “bam!” Easter morning arrives and
it’s 35 degrees at sunrise service!
Oh well. What can we do?
Well, nothing really. Nothing but be grateful to God that He gives us this wonderful place called “earth”. This
wonderful place that we all call home, with all its beauty and splendor.
Sure, there’s plenty of ugliness in this world of ours, with accelerating crime rates in some of our nation’s largest
cities. The national conversation these days would make one think that we live in some third world country, with
nothing going right for it. There’s no more civil discourse it seems. Debating a particular plank in someone’s political
platform these days may bring about bloodshed if it’s not handled just right. What happened to the America that I
grew up in?
It’s a scary time to live in, that’s for sure.
My memory of times past may not be as extensive or detailed as some of yours, but I can remember back in the 60’s
when there were riots dividing us along racial lines. There were protests that turned into riots quite often on our
nations college campuses regarding the Vietnam War. (Neil Young’s song, “Four Dead in O-hi-o” ring a bell?)
The draft?
Some of our younger members probably don’t know much about these times. But I do.
Even then, when everything seemed to be spiraling out of control, along came July 20, 1969. Neil Armstrong stepped
onto the surface of the moon. The entire country was watching TV that day on one of the three available channels.
Most families had a son named “Mike” (or any other fine lad who’d do just about anything to keep his mom and dad
happy!) that would stand beside the TV and hold the “rabbit ears” in just the right position to make sure that the rest
of the family wouldn’t miss any of the action.
My point in this brief history lesson is this. When things look like they can’t get any worse, believe me they can. When
everything seems to be going completely out of control, don’t panic. Just take a deep breath and keep going.
God is in control.
Even with Donald Trump as our president, God is in control. Even with all of the rioting and protesting going on, God
is in control.
Don’t panic. It’ll all be ok. God is in control.
It’s not in our nature to just take a “hands off” approach to these kinds of things. But right now, at this point in our
nation’s history. I’m comforted by those words. “God is in control”
May we always have confidence in that message!
In Him,
Mike Holland
Chairman – Board of Elders

MUSIC NOTES

Music During the Lenten Season
Steve Randolph

This month we begin the liturgical season of Lent, which is the 40-day period beginning with Ash
Wednesday and ending on the Saturday before Easter. It is a time of penance, similar to Advent,
and we focus on the suffering that Jesus underwent for us as we wait for the Easter celebration.
Generally, music during Lent is more solemn and we do not sing “Gloria” or “Alleluia”.
Occasionally, however, we may sing uplifting songs or hymns of praise on Sunday mornings –
because technically, Sundays are excluded from Lent and are not counted in the 40 days.
There have been many songs composed for Lent, including traditional hymns such as “O Sacred
Head Now Wounded”, “Alas and Did My Savior Bleed”, “Go to Dark Gethsemane”, and “Stricken,
Smitten, and Afflicted”. Some of the newer Lenten songs are: “Above All”, “In Christ Alone”,
“Lamb of God”, and “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”. Some of the great composers also
created works for Lent, including Johann Sebastian Bach, a well-known Lutheran composer who
composed oratorios called St. John Passion and St. Matthew Passion. George Frederick Handel
composed the Messiah as a Lent/Easter oratorio, which includes the “Hallelujah Chorus” – and
was actually written to celebrate Easter, not Christmas (when it is often performed).
The origin of Lent is uncertain, but the season has been observed for hundreds of years. What
started as a two-day fast before Easter (Good Friday and the following Saturday), became a 40day fast that was supposed to be a time of repentance and self-denial. During the Reformation,
there was some discussion about doing away with Lent, but Martin Luther encouraged continuing
the practice “not to force anyone to fast, but to preserve the Passion history and the Gospels
appointed for that season”. In modern times, there are few people who observe Lent by fasting
for forty days, but some people do choose to give up something pleasurable for Lent.
Lenten songs may not be uplifting to sing as joyous praise songs, but they do afford us the
opportunity to sing about and reflect on the sufferings of our Savior.
How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure
That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the chosen One, bring many sons to glory
Behold the Man upon a cross, my sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed I hear my mocking voice, call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that left Him there until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life, I know that it is finished
Stuart Townend,
“How Deep the Father’s Love for Us”

