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January
Activities
1-8 12:00pm
1-9 6:00pm
1-15 12:00pm
1-17 10:00am
1-19 2:00pm
1-23 6:00pm
1-21 5:00pm

LWML Meeting after Service
BLL Meeting
Youth Meeting after Service
Pastor Circuit Mtg - Christ S’port
Free Computer Class
Game Night
Movie Night
“Unconditional"
Hot Dogs & Popcorn provided,
bring snacks to share
1-28 10:00am LWML Northern Zone Board Mtg
at Christ S’port
1-30 - 2-4
Southern District Pastors’ Conf.
1-31 4:45pm Youth-Elephants to Shriners

Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8767
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

New Bible
Study
Beginning
Wednesday,
January 11,
7PM
Five Sessions

Dinner and a Movie
January 21, 5pm

In v i te S ome o ne
t o Jo i n Th e Fun!
Hot Dogs & Popcorn Provided
Bring Snacks to Share

“Re-store un-to me the joy of thy sal-va-tion,
and up-hold me with Thy free spirit. A-men.”
Things creep into our lives so slowly that we don’t realize that it
is changing us. Have you ever filled up the bath tub and when
you start to get in… it’s way too hot! You run cold water to cool
it off. But after you get in and your body adjust to the temperature… you find yourself
turning on the hot water to make it hotter. Often the water is hotter than when you first
got in. You get acclimated to your environment. We are that way with sin in the world.
There is so much sin going on and we are living in this world… acclimating to the ways
of the world instead of the ways of God. We need to be aware of “What is God’s ways?”
That is where Church, Bible Studies, daily devotions, and your own daily reading of the
Bible come in to play to help you see what is right and what is wrong. While it is easy to
become acclimated to the world… there is another side to be avoided as well. That side
is where we do understand and know the sins of the world and let them mold us into a
negative and critical person. It is easy to let the world mold you into a negative
Christian. Let me ask you a question… “Do you like being around a negative person?”
I can tell you right now that the answer is “NO”.
I hope to use 2017 to focus on the “JOY” of the Lord and the joy of
being a Christian. We know that we are sinners. We know that we
have fallen short. We know what we deserve. But God loves us
anyway. We sing in the offertory “Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me not away from Thy
presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the
joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.” To
have a clean heart is free of sin, guilt, …
and even negativity. This especially comes in when we pray
to “renew a right spirit within me. A healthy spirit is filled with
joy and praising. With all the things that we have done that
are wrong… yet we still have a God who loves us, forgives
us, restores us,… how can we help but be joyful and to know
that we are loved. I think about those who were healed by
Jesus and the joy that came out of them. The Lord may not
have healed me physically… but He has healed me
spiritually and claims me as His own. My joy flows from
gratitude for what Jesus has done for me. What joy to know
that I have been forgiven and he has a place reserved for
me in heaven. What a Joy! Let us focus on JOY for this
coming year!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Embers Youth Group
Happy New Year! It’s been a wonderful year. We look
forward to being able to continue to contribute to God’s
plan of service in 2017. Thank you for always being there
for us thru all that we are able to do because of the
talents that the Lord has blessed each of us with.
Due to the hectic season celebrating Christ’s birth,
we tried to schedule very little so that we could be
a part of the congregation’s activities. Therefore,
the only “old news” we have to report on is our Youth
Christmas Party.
Although it was a very simple
party, we had a wonderful time, except for a little
mishap (…just saying, Mrs. Terri)
Now that we’ve survived December, we look forward
to beginning our service activities for 2017.
On January 7th, we will be helping out at the Food
Bank and on January 14th, we will be giving the HUB
Urban Ministries another shot. This time out we are
expecting to play bingo or assist at the clothing
store. Either of these events should be a rewarding
adventure.
We will be going to Shriner’s again on January 31st.
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Mike Estess, Gerald
Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh, Lavaun
Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom, Damien
Randolph, Jim Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Barry Taylor, Kyra Weaver, and Dean
Wood
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Sadly, Mr. Mack has decided to become a
“student” and

has

stepped

down

from

teaching his Sunday School class, but Mike Reeves has
graciously taken over teaching Mack’s students. The youth
Sunday School students have followed their teacher and
have now become part of the new Sunday School class.
Despite the microphone problems, I am
prou d
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the

Children’s

Christmas program. They practiced hard
and did a great job! I would love any
feedback you would like to offer, so if
you have any opinions about the play,
please let me know. Overall, I feel that it
was
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s u cce s s

from what I have heard from you
guys. I

look

forward
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Christmas this year...
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

than

Chili Cook-Off & White Elephant Recap…

Congrats!

News from the Daughters of Christ
2016 Ladies’ Christmas Party
On December 2nd, Dottie McIntosh graciously hosted the annual Ladies’
Christmas Party in her home. About 20 ladies, including guests, gathered for
this festive event. As always, the pot luck hors d’oeuvres were scrumptious
and everyone feasted well. As everyone
was finishing their food, the party was
briefly interrupted by the surprise arrival
of Pastor Culver and a special guest.
Missionary pastor
Charles St. Onge was
visiting with Pastor
overnight on his way to
his mission church, so
Pastor brought him by to speak briefly with Christ
Lutheran’s own Women in Mission. After his interesting
discussion, the ladies insisted the gentlemen sample some of the delicious
desserts, then sent them on their way so the real party could start. After
taking a few moments to pass around Christmas
cards for everyone to sign for our shut-in
members, the ladies gathered in a circle each
holding the wrapped Christmas ornament she
had brought. The next several minutes were
filled with energy and laughter as the ladies
joyfully participated in a holiday “left / right
game”.While president Melissa Meeks read a
Christmas take of Santa and Lefty the Elf, the
ladies gamely tried to keep up with passing their
ornaments right, left, and back again as each
direction was mentioned in the tale. As always,
this activity was full of humor and giggles.
Afterward, everyone opened the package they
held at the end of the story, and everyone had a
lovely new ornament to take home for their tree. Later, the “Secret Sisters”
in attendance swapped their Christmas gifts and revealed their identities. All
in all, the evening was a rousing success filled with joy and fellowship.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I grabbed this post from Facebook the other day. It was written by Pastor Kyle Blake. I thought that
it was so pertinent to our situation that it needed to be shared with you, my brothers and sisters in
Christ. Please read it and see if you can see yourself in his words. How should we act towards
those around us that may or may not look like us, sound like us or even “smell” like us?
As a pastor and urban missionary, I often find it funny that we are okay with some “sinners” and not
others. We aren’t comfortable with the criminal, gangbanger, drug addict, person that struggles with
homeless, or people who struggle with several other "big sins" in our midst; but we are fine with the
gossip, slanderer, person who boasts about their achievements, liars, cheats, and a whole hosts of
other sinful behavior that you or I might struggle with on a daily basis.
Those of us who show up to church are no better than the people that do not. Sure, we may dress
it up better, we may be able to put on a better show; but we are just as broken, just as sinful, and
just as "dirty" as the people we drive past, walk past, and say that we don't want in "our" church.
The reality is that "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.”
(1 Timothy 1:15)
Jesus Christ came for the criminal, the gangbanger, the drug addict, the person struggling with
homelessness, the gossip, the slander, the boaster, the liar, the cheat, and for those of us that
struggle with a whole host of other sinful behavior. He came to live the life that we cannot live, to
die the death that we most certainly deserve, and He rose again showing His victory over sin,
death, and the power of the devil.
He gave himself over to death so that you and I might live. He took on our sins so that you and I
might be set free. He has given us a new life, He has reconciled us with the father, and He has
adopted us as His sons and daughters, making us a part of his family. He has called us beloved
and shown us the full extent of His love. He came so that we could be made new.
He has done this for both the people inside and outside the church.
As we experience, and internalize, the radical love and forgiveness of Jesus for us, who knows
what He will do in us and through us.
Maybe He will cause us to seek reconciliation with someone that we have wronged or that has
wronged us. Maybe He will even take us outside these walls and cause us to interact with people
who we once wrote off, those who need Christ’s love, forgiveness, and grace just as much as we
do, and invite them to join us in experiencing His love, forgiveness, and grace.
Pastor Kyle Blake, from Long Beach, CA.
I’m sure that Pastor Kyle has many different challenges facing his flock that we might not see.
However, the parallels are there. We have various neighborhoods around our church that we’re not
really making much of an effort to reach. Isn’t this our mission at Christ Lutheran? It should be! I
believe that the words in Matthew 28: 19-20 say “Go, therefore, and make disciples of ALL
NATIONS, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the
end of the age.” What are we waiting for?
I hope this brief letter shook you up like it did me.
In service to our Risen Lord
Mike Holland

MUSIC NOTES

We Feel What We Sing
(and We Sing What We Feel)
Steve Randolph

Music is a universal language; a timeless language that has been known in every culture of every
age. Music can stir the emotions and have effects on us in many different ways: reverence,
repentance, grief, comfort, joy, awe, etc. God wants us to praise Him with our hearts, not just our
words, and He wants to get His Word into our hearts, as well as into our heads. Ephesians 5:19 says
that we should make music in our hearts to the Lord, and singing is how we do that! Perhaps God
wants us to sing to Him to help us break through the hardness of our heart and get closer to Him.
When we sing with passion, singing becomes an emotional event and deepens our worship and
engagement with God.
It is important to remember that we cannot base our entire relationship with God solely on emotion;
but rather, our relationship with God should result in the outpouring of emotions of praise and
thankfulness. Many times, the intense feelings that one may experience after an emotional revival,
begin to fade or “burn out” after a short period of time, and there is little or nothing left to build on.
However, as we sing with emotion and faith, the words that we sing stay with us and are worked deep
into our hearts where we can return to them days, weeks, or even years later.
The “emotional debate” about music has been around for centuries. Many leaders and hymnists of
the early church believed that music’s power to stir emotions was a negative. Ulrich Zwingli, a
contemporary of Martin Luther and another Protestant Reformer prohibited the use of instruments
and singing in church services because he believed that music was “of this world”, therefore it was
sinful and could not bring about much good. John Calvin, another reformer, allowed the use of music
in worship, but he tried to control the emotional effects of music. Calvin wrote: “And we have never
been forbidden to…delight in musical harmony…But to wallow in delight…to intoxicate mind and
heart with present pleasures…such are very far removed from a lawful use of God’s gifts.”
Martin Luther, however, valued the musical tradition of the church. He believed that music could
“arouse devotion and is a tool of the Holy Spirit.” He thought that music “can awaken our God-given
emotions, and help us to learn about God and His work on our behalf in Christ”. Luther wrote the
following concerning music:
Whether you wish to comfort the sad, to terrify the happy, to encourage the despairing,
to humble the proud, to calm the passionate, or to appease those full of hate — and who
could number all these masters of the human heart, namely, the emotions, inclinations,
and affections that impel men to evil or good?—what more effective means than music could
you find?
Singing allows us to combine our response to God’s goodness with His truth! That is the reason that
so many of us sing the following words with feeling, passion, and conviction:
He lives triumphant from the grave, He lives eternally to save!
Oh the sweet joy this sentence gives, “I KNOW that my Redeemer Lives”!
Samuel Medley

