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December
Activities
12-2 6:30pm
12-3 4:00pm
12-3 6:00pm
12-4 10:30am
12-5 6:00pm
12-10 10:00am
12-20 9:00am
12-17 10:00am
12-18 10:30am
12-18 12:00pm
12-24 6:00pm
12-25 10:30am
12-31 6:00pm
1-1

Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu

10:30am

Ladies Christmas Party
Tree Decorating
Chili Cook-Off/White Elephant
Mite Boxes
BLL Meeting
Christmas Program Practice
Pastor Circuit Mtg
Christmas Program Practice
followed with Lunch
Children’s Christmas Program
Youth Christmas Party
Candle Light Service
Christmas Day Service
(No Sunday School)
New Year’s Eve Service
Followed by Games & Snacks
New Year’s Day Service
(No Sunday School)

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
9:00am Bible Study - Christ
Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8563
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Holidates to Remember
Fri, Dec 2, 6:30pm - Ladies Christmas Party
Sat, Dec 3, 4pm - Decorate the Christmas Tree
Sat, Dec 3, 6pm - Chili Cook Off & Potluck
followed by White Elephant Gift Exchange
Sat, Dec 10, 10am - Christmas Program Practice
Sat, Dec 17, 10am - Christmas Program Practice
followed with Lunch
Sun, Dec 18, 10:30am - Christmas Program
during Church Service
Sat, Dec 24, 6pm - Christmas Eve Christmas
Candle Light Service
Sun, Dec 25, 10:30am - Worship Service
(No Sunday School)
Sat, Dec 31, 6pm - New Year’s Eve Service
followed by New Year’s Eve Party & Game Night
Sun, Jan 1, 10:30am - Worship Service
(No Sunday School)

I am sitting here writing my article as my chili is cooking for the
Christ Lutheran Chili Cook-off / White Elephant Christmas party.
Christmas has come quickly this year; I still can’t believe that we
are in December already! I believe we all have been distracted
for the last month in regards to the Presidential election. As I
have said, I am not happy with either of the choices, but one
thing I do believe… God is in charge. Every election involves a
winning party and a losing party. So, whichever side of the fence you are on… give
thanks to God and keep your eyes focused on Him. I know that I have had a hard time
getting into the Christmas mood this year, which causes me to realize how much I have
been distracted from the real purpose in life, that is… Jesus Christ. This Christmas has
seemed to come like a thief in the night. So, it was kind of a slap in the face and a dose
of reality when we stumbled into the Advent season. It was like, oh… it’s Advent? So,
we stop and gather ourselves together on focus on what the
season of Advent and Christmas is all about. It is about the
birth of the Messiah, our Savior Jesus Christ… and his
promised Second Coming (Advent). Advent means “coming”
which he told us that he will return. So, this is a good time to
take our eyes off ourselves and refocus them on Jesus Christ.
It was probably about this time when Mary and Joseph were
getting ready to journey to Bethlehem for the census. I’m sure
Mary and Joseph knew the baby was coming, but probably had
no idea of the significance of this baby child. Christmas has
become a distraction today in that it seems to focus on
commercialism and Santa Claus instead of the real reason…
Jesus Christ. The story begins:
Luke 2:1-7 “In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should be registered. 2 This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of
Syria. 3 And all went to be registered, each to his own town. 4 And Joseph also went up
from Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the
house and lineage of David, 5 to be
registered with Mary, his betrothed,
who was with child. 6 And while they
were there, the time came for her to
give birth. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in
swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place
for them in the inn.”
COME, LET US RE-FOCUS ON JESUS CHRIST!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin

Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz,
Bill Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Mike Estess,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom,
Damien Randolph, Jim Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Barry Taylor, Kyra Weaver, and
Dean Wood

You Are Invited!
Dottie McIntosh is celebrating 90 years of life and would like you to
share in the festivities on December 10th at Christ Lutheran Church
from 2pm - 4pm. Please RSVP, 798-3668.
(No gifts please. Your presence is your gift.)

During the first Sunday in Advent children's service Pastor
Culver talked about how the church was decorated for the

Advent season. He pointed out to Angela and Gia the colors of
blue, pink and white, which were the colors of the banners and
the Advent Wreath candles. They wanted to know why only

one of the five candles was lit. He explained how each Sunday
in Advent another

candle would be lit. On

Christmas Eve the tall

white candle in the
center,

which

represents the Christ
child, would also be lit.

Embers Youth Group
The Braided Bread sale is officially over! Thank you for a successful sale. Enjoy
your delicious pastries!
Promise Whitlock has begun Confirmation classes and we are very excited to
welcome Promise as our newest member to the Christ Lutheran Embers youth!
We visited Shriners on the 15th of November and passed out
16 elephants. It’s flu season so we can’t spend too much time
with the kids in the back but we do as much as we can with
the kids there.
MERRY CHRISTMAS!!! Thank you for a wonderful year and
we look forward to more support and service projects next year.
We are doing the Food Bank on January 7th and
Shriner’s again on January 31st.
Always serving,
Colton Steadman
Youth Sec

Looking forward joyfully to the Christmas season and the
opportunity for our “little ones” to share their Christmas
program with you!
Our personally created program will be presented during
the Worship Service on December 18th.
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

News from the Daughters of Christ
LWML SUNDAY

At our last meeting on November 6th, the Daughters of Christ sat down to make plans for 2017. Attendees
elected officers, discussed service opportunities, chose mission grant recipients, and set our calendar for the
upcoming year. Throughout discussions, our focus remained on missions. After all, the Daughters of Christ
is our church’s society of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League (LWML), so you could say that Missions
is our middle name. Here are some of the highlights from our planning session.
Christ Lutheran’s LWML Officers for 2017:
President:
Melissa Meeks
Vice President: Rene Reeves
Secretary:
Sharri Gramm
Treasurer:
Judy Bartz
Mite offerings will continue to be collected during the worship service on the 1st Sunday of each month. Our
mite goal for 2017 is $1,000.00. The monies collected in the mite box are sent to the Louisiana-Mississippi
District to be disbursed; 25% is then sent to fund national LWML and its mission grants. Between 2013 and
2015, this 25% produced more than $1.84 million, and the goal for 2015-2017 is a round $2 million, of which
nearly $1.5 million will go straight into the hands of mission groups around the world. The other 75% of mites
stays in our district, with a full 50% going straight to the mission grants sponsored by the LA-MS District. In
addition to mites, we also made plans to support our own locally chosen mission organizations.
Daughters of Christ Mission Grant Recipients for 2017:
Good Samaritan Auxiliary of the Bethesda Home in Cypress, TX
The Gideons
The Hub Urban Ministries
These mission grants will be primarily funded through our annual Spring Tea & Fashion Show. We have set
this event for March 18th. This will be the 11th year we have held the Tea, and every year has proved to be
quite successful in raising funds for our missions. Please consider being a part of this uplifting and fun
event. We will need cooks, servers, models, door prizes, and any number of support people. If you can’t
volunteer, we also need ticket buying guests, so call your friends, enjoy an old fashioned tea party, and help
us to spread God’s word with your support.
Because beyond missions, the LWML is about supporting and encouraging women in their faith, much of our
plans also centered on opportunities for spiritual and social fellowship. Key among these for 2017 are the
Zone Rallies, District Christian Life Retreat, and National LWML Convention. All these dates can be found
on our calendar. The Spring Zone Rally set for April 1st, however, is of particular importance, as we are
hosting it at CLC. More information about these events will be forthcoming in the future.

News from the Daughters of Christ
(Cont)
Other dates of interest to the congregation include:
Ladies Lunch Out:
February 11th, May 13th, July 15th, & November 18th
Progressive Dinner: September 23rd
LWML Sunday:
October 1st
The Daughters of Christ will also continue with a number of service projects, including:
The Caring Cart (recipient changed quarterly)
Lap Blankets for the WK Cancer Center patients and Nursing Home Residents
Collecting soda can pull tabs for the Mayo Clinic dialysis patients
As I am sure you can see from this, 2017 proves to be full of opportunities to serve and further the work of
God’s Kingdom. All ladies of the church are welcome to join us in helping to achieve all these goals. Our
meetings are after the worship service on 1st Sundays in the months of January-April and August-December.
If you do cannot attend meetings, there are still plenty of ways to offer your support, such as collecting
mites, donating or delivering items for Caring Cart recipients, collecting pull tabs, participating in any of our
fundraisers or special events, or even just offering us your prayers and words of encouragement. We
welcome the support of all our church family and value the men and children of our congregation who daily
help our Lutheran Women in Mission in their service to the Lord.

On November 19th, nearly a dozen ladies,
including guests, gathered for lunch at
C o p e l a n d ’s C h e e s e c a k e B i s t r o a t t h e
Boardwalk. Over shared appetizers and
desserts, as well as some very filling entrees,
the ladies also shared a delightful interlude of
fellowship and conversation. It was great to
catch up with everyone in this relaxed setting.
After filling up on lunch, some of the ladies worked off
those calories by starting their Christmas shopping at
the Boardwalk. As every lady knows, shopping can be
so much more fun when you can share it with friends.
When we needed a break, we split a caramel apple
from the Chocolate Crocodile while sitting near the
river. By 4pm, the ladies were shopped out and
everyone headed home having enjoyed a fun and
productive day.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
Greetings from your newly “re-activated” Building Committee!
On November 12, 2016, we had a meeting to discuss just exactly
what our next steps ought to be regarding not only the possibility of
new construction/remodeling of our facility, but also the general
maintenance and our ongoing upkeep needs.
The following is a list of items of “some” of the things we discussed on that day;
Maintenance items:

Wish List

Water leaks along the east wall

Remodeling sanctuary to include offices,
classrooms and sacristy

Entrance door lock repairs

Build out Sound Booth area to increase
space underneath for possible pastors
office and conference room
Install additional parking lot lighting
Extend existing parking lot west and
provide “exit” driveway
Install wooded fence along west and
north sides of property
Purchase new digital church sign for
placement at the front of property
Install sound deadening materials in
sanctuary

There were many other wonderful ideas that were discussed at our meeting but also
at the voters meeting on November 13. We strongly encourage ALL of you to think
about what you’d like to see in our facility and our property. Please share your
thoughts with me!
Yours in Christ,
Mike Holland

MUSIC NOTES

The Story of “O Holy Night”
Steve Randolph

“O Holy Night”, one of today’s most beloved Christmas carols, almost did not survive the 19th century after the French
Catholic Church uniformly denounced the carol as unfit for church services because of its lack of musical taste and “total
absence of the spirit of religion”. But instead of dying out, the song continued to grow in popularity, and on December 24,
1906, it achieved the distinction of being the first song ever played on an AM radio broadcast when a Canadian inventor,
Reginald Fessenden, played “O Holy Night” on his violin and sang the last verse as he played. What led the French
Catholic Church to deem “O Holy Night” as unfit for use in church? Here’s the story...
In 1847, Placide Cappeau, a French a wine merchant who occasionally wrote poetry, was asked by the local Catholic priest
to write a poem for the Christmas Mass. Although Cappeau did not regularly attend church, he agreed to write the poem.
On December 3, while in route to Paris on a dusty stagecoach, Cappeau used Luke 2 as the basis to compose the poem,
“Minuit Chretiens”. An English translation appears below:
Midnight, Christians is the solemn hour
When God as Man descended unto us
To erase the original stain (sin)
And end the wrath of his Father.
The entire world trembles with expectation
In this night that gives to us a Savior.
Fall on your knees, await your deliverance.
Noel, Noel, here is the Redeemer,
Noel, Noel, here is the Redeemer!
The ardent light of our Faith,
Guides us all to the cradle of the infant,
As in ancient times a brilliant star
Conducted the Magi there from the Orient
The King of Kings was born in a humble manger;

O mighty ones of today, proud of your grandeur,
It is to your pride that God preaches.
Bow your heads before the Redeemer!
Bow your heads before the Redeemer!
The Redeemer has broken every shackle
The earth is free, and heaven is open.
He sees a brother where there was once a slave
Those who had been chained together by iron,
Love now unites.
Who will tell Him of our gratitude
It is for every one of us that he was born, suffered, and died.
Stand on your feet, sing of your deliverance.
Noel, Noel, sing of the Redeemer,
Noel, Noel, sing of the Redeemer.

By the time Cappeau reached Paris, he had completed the poem and he asked a family friend, Adolphe Charles Adams, to
set the poem to music. Adams, who had composed over eighty operatic stage works, re-wrote the poem into lyrics and
composed the tune, and the song, “Cantique de Noel” was sung at the midnight mass on Christmas Eve in Roquemaure,
France. The song quickly grew in popularity.
A few years later, Cappeau left the church and became an active part of the socialist movement and a non-Christian. It was
also believed that the musician, Adolphe Adams, was Jewish and did not acknowledge Christmas as the birth of the Savior.
Therefore, the church rejected “O Holy Night” based on the reputations of the two men who had created the song.
However, despite the church’s efforts to eradicate “O Holy Night”, the French people continued to sing it.
By 1855, the carol had been translated into the well-known English version by John Sullivan Dwight. Dwight, who was from
Massachusetts, strongly supported the abolition of slavery in America, and the third verse supported Dwight’s views on
slavery when it said: “Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother; and in His name all oppression shall cease.” By
coincidence, Christmas became a legal holiday in Massachusetts during the same year that Dwight published his
translation of “O Holy Night”.
According to a legend, on Christmas Eve during 1870, a French soldier dropped his gun and jumped out of his muddy
trench during the Franco-Prussian War, in the midst of heavy fighting. As both sides stared at the man, thinking that he was
crazy, he began singing “Cantique de Noel”. After he had finished, a German soldier came out from hiding and sang “Vom
Himmel noch, da komm’ ich her”, which was Martin Luther’s “From Heaven Above to Earth I Come”. Following this
exchange, the fighting temporarily stopped and there was peace on Christmas Day.

MUSIC NOTES (cont.)
There are several English translations of “O Holy Night”. One lesser known version begins:
O! Holy night! The stars, their gleams prolonging,
Watch o'er the Eve of our dear Saviour's birth.
Long lay the world in sin and error, longing
For His appearance, then the Spirit felt its worth.
Dwight’s translation, which is the most popular version, is printed below:
O holy night! The stars are brightly shining,
It is the night of Our dear Saviour's birth.
Long lay the world In sin and error pining,
'Til He appear'd And the soul felt its worth.
A thrill of hope The weary world rejoices,
For yonder breaks A new and glorious morn.
Fall on your knees! O, hear the angels' voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born;
O night divine, O night, O night Divine.

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming,
With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand.
So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming,
Here come the wise men from Orient land.
The King of Kings lay thus in lowly manger;
In all our trials born to be our friend.
He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger,
Behold your King! Before Him lowly bend!
Behold your King, Behold your King!

Truly He taught us To love one another;
His law is love And His gospel is peace.
Chains shall He break For the slave is our brother;
And in His name All oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy In grateful chorus raise we,
Let all within us Praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! O praise His Name forever,
His power and glory Evermore proclaim.
His power and glory Evermore proclaim.
Even though “O Holy Night” was composed by a poet who later left the church, given music by a Jewish composer who did
not believe in Christ, and brought to America to help in the fight against slavery, the carol has become one of the most
beloved Christmas songs of all time. It has been sung in churches all over the world and is a standard solo at Christmas
Eve Candlelight Services.

Be a part of spreading the Joy, Happiness and Giving Spirit of Christmas!
The Providence House needs volunteers to wrap donated gifts for distribution to resident families.
The Providence House families depend on volunteers year-round, and Christmas is one of the times where
your giving spirit is most needed and appreciated. Volunteers are needed December 5th through
December 16th anytime between 9am – 4pm, Monday-Friday. Donate one hour, or as many hours as you
wish. Wrapping material is provided and additional contributions of gift paper, gift bags, stocking stuffers,
tape, new unwrapped toys , etc., are always welcome!
Please contact Kelly McKinley at 318-207-2620 or Meg Coleman of Providence House at 221-7337 ext
130, for more information or to volunteer. Please tell Meg that Kelly referred you.
The address is 825 Cotton Street, in downtown Shreveport, between the hours of
9am – 4pm, Mon-Fri. If you find yourself in the area or have available time to spend,
you are encouraged to drop by the warehouse building behind The Providence
House, and ask for Meg.
Thank you for your help!

