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290 Idema St. Shreveport, LA 71106

November
Activities
11-6 Time Change - Clocks Set Back 1 Hour
11-6 10:30am Mite Boxes (LWML Meeting
following Church service)
11-7 6:00pm BLL Meeting
11-13 12:00pm Voters’ Meeting & Pot Luck
11-15 10:00am Pastor Circuit Mtg
11-15 4:45pm Youth Meet at Church to
Deliver Elephants to Shriners
11-17 2:00pm Free Computer Class
11-19 11:00am Ladies Lunch Out - Copelands
11-20 12:00pm Youth Meeting
11-21 6:00pm Game Night
11-23 7:00pm Thanksgiving Eve Service &
Sharing of Bread (No Meal)

Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8563
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

www.christlutheranlcms.org

Holidates to Remember
Sun, Nov 13, 12pm - Voters’ Meeting & Potluck
Sat, Nov 19, 11am - Ladies Lunch Out
Wed, Nov 23, 7pm - Thanksgiving Eve Service &
Sharing of Bread
Fri, Dec 2, 6:30pm - Ladies Christmas Party
Sat, Dec 3, 4pm - Decorate the Christmas Tree
Sat, Dec 3, 6pm - Chili Cook Off & Potluck
followed by White Elephant Gift Exchange
Sat, Dec 17, 10am - Christmas Program Practice
followed with Lunch
Sun, Dec 18, 10:30am - Christmas Program
during Church Service
Sat, Dec 24, 6pm - Christmas Eve Christmas
Candle Light Service
Sun, Dec 25, 10:30am - Worship Service
(No Sunday School)
Sat, Dec 31, 6pm - New Year’s Eve Service
followed by New Year’s Eve Party & Game Night
Sun, Jan 1, 10:30am - Worship Service
(No Sunday School)

This is the month for Thanksgiving. We all like being thanked, and often hurt
when we don’t get thanked. On the flip side, we don’t like being criticized, but
somehow feel more powerful when we do criticize. To thank or to criticize…
which one usually brings a smile to the other’s face? Do you want to be
remembered as a criticizer or a giver of thanks and praise? This is a good month
to contemplate how you behave and how you are perceived by others. There are
several Bible passages that come to mind.
Luke 17:12–19 (ESV)
12 And as he entered a village, he was met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance 13 and lifted
up their voices, saying, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.” 14 When he saw them he said to
them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went they were cleansed. 15 Then
one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice;
16 and he fell on his face at Jesus’ feet, giving him thanks. Now he was a Samaritan. 17 Then
Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was no one found to return
and give praise to God except this foreigner?” 19 And he said to him, “Rise and go your way;
your faith has made you well.”
We see ten healed, but only one comes back to give thanks to Jesus. In reality, giving
thanks doesn’t come easily to people. People are quick to criticize and slow to give
thanks. This is often reflected in our prayer life too. We are quick to ask, but do we
give thanks to answered prayers? As in the Garth Brooks song, do we give thanks for
unanswered prayers? (Unanswered prayers are really answered… just the way we
wanted) I pray that the Holy Spirit work in our lives to give thanks in all things and at
all times.
But what if it has been a bad year. What if my health has taken a downturn? What if I
lost a loved one? What if I lost my job? What if I had a break up in my marriage or relationship? What if I am
lonely? What if I don’t feel loved? What if I caused harm to someone? Let’s take a look at a different scripture.
1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 (ESV)
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
Verse 18 says that we should “give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the
will of god in Christ Jesus for you.” These are good words and should cause
us all to stop and ponder. I pray that the Lord give us a positive attitude this
month so that we can give thanks in all circumstances, even when things are
not going our way. Let me ask you a question, do you think that if we give
thanks in all circumstances… do you think it would affect our witness of
Jesus Christ? I think so!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
The Family of Monty Dalton
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Judy Bartz,
Bill Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Denise Daigrepont, Connie Daigrepont, Mike Estess,
Gerald Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom,
Damien Randolph, Jim Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski, Barry Taylor, Kyra Weaver, and
Dean Wood

Christ Lutheran Church welcomed
Olvia Landry Clark. She joined the
family of God through her baptism on
Sunday, October 16th, 2016. We thank
and praise God for her safe arrival and
for His gift of salvation for her.

Baby Olivia Clark and Momma (Kimberly), as well as
the entire Clark family, would
like to thank Mrs. Judy and all
the ladies of the church for
giving us a wonderful baby
shower at Imperial
Cathay. Mrs. Judy

was able to adapt and
put together a beautiful

shower/baby presentation despite tumultuous
health circumstances which prevented the
shower happening pre-baby.

Christ Lutheran held its 2016 Oktoberfest celebration
on October 22nd. It started off with activities for the
youngsters: we had a bouncy house, which of course
was a big hit; and we did hay rides around the church
property which, once some of the kids got used to it,
turned out to be an
even bigger hit. So
much so we did nighttime hay rides for some of the
neighborhood kids and some of the young-at-heart adults as
well as a fourth ride for the youngsters.
The whole group enjoyed Brats
and dogs cooked by Pastor and
Doc with all the additional fixin’s
brought by the ladies. We even
fed 4 of the neighborhood boys.
This was followed by our
“talent” show. This year we had
some really good talent
sprinkled in with the other acts.
There was a lot of singing,
some by the “barbalon” which
included an outside singer, a
comedy routine put on by the youth representing Old and New
Testament characters, and another routine which ended
prematurely but was smashing!
All-in-all is was a fun time for all with plenty of good food.
Thanks to everyone who contributed, especially Thrivent Financial through 2 Action Teams
the provided the meats, the Bouncy House, the hay for the hay rides and the bags of candy
that went to all the kids.

Embers Youth Group
The braided bread sale is officially over!! Thank you for all your support. We will have those
delivered just in time for Thanksgiving.
On Oct.1st, we worked with HUB ministries. They are an
organization dedicated to helping the people in this town by
getting them back on their feet in a Christ centered manner. We
went door to door in the Highland area
passing out flyers for the Community church
they are trying to get started in that area. It
was a unique experience and we got to meet a bunch of new people
and spread the word of the Lord. This experience also planted a seed
of thought that maybe in the future we at Christ Lutheran will do something
of this nature for our own church.
Balancing out community outreach with some fun, on Oct.7th, we
had our lock-in. This lock-in included a trip over to Bossier
City to play games at Party Central. For those of you
unfamiliar with Party Central, we played arcade type games,
won “priceless” cheap toys, and competed in rousing games
of Mini Golf.
We will be going to Shriners soon. As always, we sincerely would love to have anyone
interested in helping out join us on the 15th of November.
Always serving,
Colton Steadman

Our group of children participating in the Christmas
program is going to be larger than originally anticipated.
THIS IS A GOOD THING! However, we ALWAYS welcome
more! Our personally created program will be presented
during the Worship Service on December 18th.
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

News from the Daughters of Christ
LWML SUNDAY
On Sunday, October 2nd, Christ Lutheran Church joined with other LCMS congregations across the country in
celebrating the annual LWML Sunday. Many of you may have noticed that the service that day was a little bit
different, that the ladies took a very active part in the worship service, or that there seemed to be an abundance
of purple around the church. While that is all true, there is more than that to this annual occasion. LWML
Sunday is, above all, a day set aside by many LCMS congregations for them to stand alongside the ladies of the
LWML in honor of and support for their continuing mission to share the Word.
So, what is the LWML and what is their mission? Glad you asked; let me explain.
•

LWML stands for Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, also known as the Lutheran
Women in Mission. All Lutheran women who are confirmed can be a part.

•

The mission of the LWML is to assist each woman of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
in affirming her relationship with the Triune God so that she is enabled to use her gifts in
ministry to the people of the world.

•

As stated in the LWML Pledge, these Lutheran Women in Mission answer God’s “call for
workers in the harvest fields” giving all of themselves in “willing service wherever &
whenever He has need”.

•

Along with various service projects, LWML societies collect mites. The small amounts of
loose change collected in mite boxes by ladies and congregations across this country join
together to provide millions of dollars in funding for mission activities around the world.
And, once a year, we shine a light on this organization and its
work to further God’s kingdom.

For LWML Sunday, a theme and special service is developed by
the National LWML Pastoral Counselors. This year, the theme
was “Come and See” based on Psalm 66:5. “Come and see
what God has done: he is awesome in his deeds toward the
children of man.” The sermon reminded us that God is always
surprising us with his gifts. Seldom do we see God’s gifts come
from the obvious places; God often uses the most unlikely
source to send us his gifts. This message will be a good source
of reflection in the coming months as we prepare to celebrate
Christmas. No one expected the Messiah to be a simple Galilean baby, but He was. We should always
remember to follow the Psalmist’s advice. We should follow the example set forth by the shepherds, the wise
men, and the disciples. We should “Come and See” what the Lord has done for us through Jesus. And please,
continue to support the LWML as they continually issue the Lord’s invitation to “Come and See” to all nations.

News from the Daughters of Christ
(Cont)
UPCOMING FROM DAUGHTERS OF CHRIST (LWML)

After the worship service on November 6th, the Daughters of Christ will hold their last
meeting of 2016. During this meeting, we will be electing officers, choosing society
mission grants and service projects, and planning for 2017. All ladies of the
congregation are welcome to attend and share their opinions during this important
meeting. Lunch will be provided.
On November 19th, we will have our annual Ladies’ Day Out
Lunch & Shopping Trip. We will have lunch at Copeland’s Cheesecake Bistro at the
Boardwalk at 11:00am. After lunch, we will head out to the shops and get a head start on
our Christmas shopping. It should be fun, and all ladies are invited. Join the party, and
bring a friend.
Speaking of Parties, our annual Ladies’ Christmas
Party will be on Friday, December 2nd at 6:30pm. We will gather at the home
of Dottie McIntosh to share an evening of good food and even better
conversation. Everyone is asked to bring a heavy hors d’oeuvres to share.
During the evening, the “Secret Sisters” will reveal themselves and exchange
their Christmas gifts. We will also have a fun ornament exchange game, so
bring a Christmas ornament wrapped as a gift to share. This event is always
enjoyable, so prep your favorite holiday snack, grab a friend, and come join
the party. We hope to see you there.

The Lutheran Church Missouri Synod has suggested the
following policy and Christ Lutheran Church Board of Lay
Leaders will be presenting it for voter approval at the
upcoming Voter’s Meeting on November 13th following the
worship service.

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH
PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL – REACHING LIVES FOR CHRIST -CELEBRATING GOD’S LOVE

Addendum to Policy Manual

Statements of Faith

(This document serves as an addendum to Christ Lutheran Church’s Constitution and Policy Manual.)

STATEMENT OF BELIEF
We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as male or female, and that these
two distinct, complementary genders together reflect the image and nature of God. We believe that
God created marriage to be exclusively the union of one man and one woman, and that intimate sexual
activity is to occur exclusively within that union.
The statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and
infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper
conduct of mankind, is the sole and final source of all that we believe. For purposes of [the
organization]’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our [minister/executive committee/
board of directors] is [the organization]’s final interpretive authority on the Bible’s meaning and
application.
MARRIAGE, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY
It should go without saying that marriage matters. God created and sanctioned marriage to bring
together men and women, the complementary halves of humanity, by joining them in “one-flesh”
unions. (Gen 2:18-25.) Marriage between one man and one woman for life uniquely reflects Christ’s
relationship with His Church. (Eph 5:21-33.)
Marriage also serves as the foundational unit of a stable society. (1 Cor 7:2.) It provides the best
chance that children will grow up in the same home with both their mom and their dad. Among many
other negative cultural developments over the last several decades, the general acceptance of sex
outside of marriage and other sexual sins, including homosexual behavior, constitute direct attacks
upon this timeless and universal institution. Gender, likewise, matters. God wonderfully and
immutably creates each person as male or female, and these distinct, complementary genders together
reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen 1:26-27.)
But some individuals reject their biological sex4 and often present as the opposite sex. In so doing,
these confused individuals reject God’s design and the person He created them to be. Issues of
marriage and gender now regularly confront religious organizations. Churches are receiving requests
to use their facilities for same-sex ceremonies, in direct violation of their beliefs. Christian schools are
being asked to employ persons who identify as transgender. And Christian ministries are facing
difficult decisions concerning employees in same-sex relationships and employees who are confused
about their sex.

(Cont.)

SANCTITY OF HUMAN LIFE
We believe that all human life is sacred and created by God in His image. Human life is of inestimable
worth in all its dimensions, including pre-born babies, the aged, the physically or mentally challenged,
and every other stage or condition from conception through natural death. We are therefore called to
defend, protect, and value all human life. (Ps 139.)
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP AGREEMENT
The membership of this Church shall be composed of individuals who are believers in the Lord Jesus
Christ and affirm the tenets of the Church Constitution, and who offer evidence, by their confession
and their conduct, that they are living in accord with their affirmations and this Constitution and
Bylaws, and are actively pursuing and continuing in a vital fellowship with the Lord, Jesus Christ.
The [membership/elder board/pastoral board, etc.] of this Church shall have final authority in all
matters of church governance, as set forth and described in the Constitution and/or the Bylaws.
MARRIAGE POLICY
Because God has ordained marriage and defined it as the covenant relationship between a man, a
woman and Himself, [the Church] will only recognize marriages between a biological man and a
biological woman. Further, the [pastors/ministers/clergy] and staff of [the Church] shall only
participate in weddings and solemnize marriages between one man and one woman. Finally, the
facilities and property of [the Church] shall only host weddings between one man and one woman.

MUSIC NOTES

The Story of “Now Thank We All Our God”
Steve Randolph

Most people probably think that songs about thanksgiving are written during times of abundance and
plenty. Yet, 1 Thessalonians 5:18 tells us “In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you.” That is exactly what Pastor Martin Rinkart did during one of the darkest periods in
history. Knowing the circumstances behind “Now Thank We All Our God” may give new meaning to the
following lines: “And guide us when perplexed, And free us from all ills, In this world and the next.”
From 1618 to 1648, Europe was plunged into a 30-year religious war known as the Thirty Years’ War.
During this time of fighting and bloodshed, famine, plagues, and deadly diseases raged through the land,
and millions of people died; the population of Germany alone was reduced from 16 million to 6 million
people. The city of Eilenburg was walled, so thousands of refugees poured in, seeking relief. Instead,
many of them perished because there was not enough food in the overcrowded city, and as some of the
people starved, others became ill and diseases spread quickly.
Martin Rinkart, the pastor of the Lutheran church in Eilenburg, tried to help the sick and hungry, but he also
spent much of his time burying the deceased. More and more people died, and eventually, Rinkart was the
only pastor left in the city who had not succumbed to illness. Rinkart often held as many as 50 funerals a
day, and in 1637, he buried 4,480 people, including his own wife. During the midst of the death and
despair, Rinkart composed a poem, “Tisch-Gebbetleint” or “a little prayer before the meal”, which was
intended to be used as a family table prayer. Rinkart taught the prayer to his congregation, and in 1644, the
tune (Nun Danket) by Johann Cruger was put with the text, and the title was changed from “TischGebbetleint” to “Nun danket alle Gott”.
After the war ended in 1648, Rinkart’s table prayer became a national anthem of Thanksgiving. In the
years since, “Nun danket alle Gott” has been called the national “Te Deum” of Germany, and with the
exception of Martin Luther’s “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”, it is the most widely sung hymn in Germany.
Catherine Winkworth translated the hymn into English and we sing the words of “Now Thank We All Our
God” each year during the Thanksgiving season:
Now thank we all our God, with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things has done, in Whom this world rejoices;
Who from our mothers’ arms has blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us,
With ever joyful hearts and blessèd peace to cheer us;
And keep us in His grace, and guide us when perplexed;
And free us from all ills, in this world and the next!
All praise and thanks to God the Father now be given;
The Son and Him Who reigns with Them in highest Heaven;
The one eternal God, whom earth and Heaven adore;
For thus it was, is now, and shall be evermore.
Have a blessed Thanksgiving!

