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October
Activities
10-2 10:30am Mite Boxes (LWML Meeting
following Church service)
10-3,4 10:00am Pastor Circuit Mtg
10-3 6:00pm BLL Meeting
10-7 6:00pm Youth Lock-in
10-8 5:00pm Movie Night
“Miracles from Heaven"
Hot Dogs & Popcorn provided,
bring snacks to share
10-10 6:00pm Game Night
10-15 2:00pm Youth Work at HUB
10-16 12:00pm Youth Meeting
10-20 2:00pm Free Computer Class
10-22 4:00pm Oktoberfest
10-24 6:00pm Game Night
10-29 9:00am Rim Fire Competition
10-30 4:00pm City-Wide Reformation Service
St. Paul Lutheran Church

Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
9:00am Bible Study - Christ
Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8563
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Bring a Friend & Join the Fun!
Saturday, October 22nd
4:00pm Children’s Celebration
5:30pm Brat wurst/German Potluck
6:30pm Talent Show
Dinner and a Movie
October 8, 5pm
Join The Fun!
Hot Dogs & Popcorn Provided
Bring Snacks to Share

A few Sundays back, we dedicated a new set of
communion ware to be placed into service. They are
simple and made of clay, probably more in line with what
was used at the “Lord’s Supper.” But
there is more to these vessels than
what meets the eyes. The pottery
communion ware was designed by a New Orleans artisan,
Kate Tonguis. They have been used at two significant events.
First of all, they were used in the Divine Worship Service at
the 2016 LCMS National Convention this year in Milwaukee,
Wisconsin. Second of all, notice the Fleur de lis design, that
symbolizes our great state of Louisiana on the flagon (pitcher). These were
designed to be used in the 2016 National Youth Gathering, held in New Orleans
this year. Our own youth were in attendance for this communion service. I am
proud that we have two sets (in case we break something) to use in our worship
services. These will mostly be used at the Wednesday night service, but it is a joy
to have these vessels.
Why is this a big deal? It’s not really that we have these state inspired vessels,
but more about what is going on in the communion service. This is a point in the
service where Jesus comes to us in a very tangible way. He broke bread and said
“Take eat, this is my body…” and he also served the wine in the chalice saying
“Take drink, this is the New Covenant in my blood, shed for you for the
forgiveness of sins…” Nowhere in the Bible does it say it symbolizes or
represents the body and blood, but the wording from Jesus is “This IS my body”
and “This IS my blood”. We receive it for the forgiveness of sins. The next day,
Jesus dies on the cross, shedding his blood for you and for me…for the
forgiveness of sins. When we go to receive
communion, we are participating in what took
place on the cross. It is a miracle. We shouldn’t
try to explain it, but simply take Jesus’s words
as he gave it to us. I don’t need an explanation
of how he walked on water, calmed the storms,
raised the dead, healed the sick, and cast out
demons. He is God, the second article of the
Creed. That’s all I need and I give thanks for
this most precious gift.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce & Peggy Bamburg, Bill Burns,
Don Bush, Alton Carter, Kim Clark, Denise Daigrepont, Monty Dalton, Mike Estess, Gerald
Gramm, Susan Greenwalt, Jeanette Joiner, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom,
Jim Reeves, René Reeves, Byron Ritzeski Barry Taylor, Kyra Weaver, and Dean Wood

Long time member of Our Savior Lutheran, Dru Fugate and
daughter Kari Clark were in town for a wedding on Sept 16th thru
19th. It was great to see them both. Dru spent the week-end with
long-time friend Judy Bartz. Dru attended church on Sunday with
great-granddaughter Cameron. It’s always a treasure to see friends
who have moved away. They really enjoyed the service and were
glad to be back with their friends at Christ.

Caring Cart
As you enter the church, and look ahead and to the right toward the water cooler, you will see a shopping cart that
is being filled with assorted items that will be donated to a good cause. This is an LWML project as a way to reach
out to our community.
We are now collecting for the Hub Urban Ministries, a Christ centered non-profit organization that helps the poor,
the addicted, and people who are enslaved and exploited. They help these people by teaching the value of hard
work, participation and being held accountable. They are not given free handouts but are given opportunities to
earn points to purchase items that they need. There is a list on the caring cart with suggestions for items that are
needed.
The bottom rack of the caring cart is reserved for the collection of lap blankets, throws
and shawls that are donated to the Willis Knighton Cancer Center for the cancer
patients being treated there. Most of the items are crocheted or knitted but we could
also use the inexpensive flannel blankets that are sold in a variety of stores. The
blankets are usually found rolled up. Crocheted or knitted caps would also be
welcomed for those patients who have lost their hair. The waiting rooms and treatment
rooms can get really cold and the patients truly appreciate the blankets and caps.
I want to thank everyone who has contributed to the caring cart and hope you will be
able to continue to do so. Your support is really appreciated.
Yours in Christ,
Glenda Conradi

Food, Fun & Fellowship
About 40 people, both church members and guests, attended
this year's Progressive Dinner on Saturday, September 25th,
and if you weren't one of them, you missed out on a wonderful
evening.
This annual event is essentially a roving party
traveling through town from one host house to the next as
attendees work their way through a sumptuous three course
meal accompanied by delightful conversation. This year began
with hors d'oeuvres and sangria punch at the home of Judy
Bartz, where chatting guests sprawled from living room to
outside deck, and even into the driveway, though you could
always find a few hungry souls grazing around the kitchen table
overflowing with delicious offerings, especially the Colonel
Bob's Pickles. The evening continued with an excursion over to
Stratmore Drive for the main
course hosted by Dottie McIntosh.
Here, everyone managed to find a seat to enjoy the pork loin
dinner; some of our young adults, such as Matt Holland &
Colton Steadman, had to make room by sitting on the floor
along the hallway, but the crowded gathering only encouraged
greater discourse. Soon, guests continued their trek all the
way across the river, carrying their conversations and
appetites to the Holland house, where Terri Holland and her
band of helpers had laid out a decadent dessert spread using
an "early American" theme. Featuring such delights as
homemade fudge, tea cakes and
shoo fly pie, the delicious treats
were artfully displayed within a
red gingham and burlap decor
that perfectly set the atmosphere. Guests lingered here
together while sipping lemonade & coffee and enjoying the
homemade ice cream, which was a great hit. Finally, about
four hours after it began, the party was over, and the happy
guests traveled home with bellies and hearts both overflowing
with the bounties of the evening, each of us knowing that we
had become closer to our Christ Lutheran family as we shared
this journey of food and fellowship. It is no wonder the
Progressive Dinner has become a highlight of our Autumn
season...and this year certainly lived up to our expectations.

Embers Youth Group
The Braided Bread is here!!! We will be selling the bread through
Oct. 23rd. If you have any questions or want to buy some, see
one of us and we will gladly help.
To start October off, on the 1st, the youth
will be getting into the Halloween spirit by
visiting the Necromanor Haunted House in
Bossier City, Oct. 7th we are having a lock-in
and will be going to Party Central to spend a few hours having a
blast. Don’t worry, the church will be in one piece for the movie
night on the 8th.
As you can see, we are taking time to have lots of fun, but we will never forget to keep
our purpose focused on “Service” to our Lord.
We are doing something new and
unknown. Oct. 15, we will be working with HUB Urban Ministries. They are an
organization dedicated to helping the people in this town by getting them back on their
feet in a Christ centered manner.
Congrats to Matt, Melissa, and Myself for getting 3rd in the annual Special Olympics
Trivia Night.
Always serving,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

I am writing a children’s Christmas play for this
upcoming Christmas season. Please consider rounding up
any children you know who might want to come and
celebrate the birth of our Lord by participating with us.
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

CITY WIDE
REFORMATION
Service
October 30, 2016
4:00 PM
German Themed Pot-Luck Following

Being held at:
St. Paul Lutheran Church
4175 Lakeshore dr.
Shreveport, LA 71109

MUSIC NOTES

Martin Luther and Singing in Church
Steve Randolph

That it is good, and pleasing to God, for us to sing spiritual songs is, I think, a truth
whereof no Christian can be ignorant…. Accordingly, to make a good beginning and
to encourage others who can do it better, I have myself, with some others, put together
a few hymns, in order to bring into full play the blessed Gospel, which by God’s grace
hath again risen: that we may boast, as Moses doth in his song (Exodus xv.) that
Christ is become our praise and our song, and that, whether we sing or speak, we
may not know anything save Christ our Saviour, as St. Paul saith (1 Cor. ii.).
Martin Luther
The quote above was from Martin Luther’s Preface to the earliest hymn-book of the Reformation,
which was published in 1524 in Wittenberg. It contained eight hymns, of which four were composed
by Martin Luther. Luther wrote many other hymns and chorales which were eventually used in later
hymn-books.
Many have said that Martin Luther accomplished as much for the Reformation with his hymn-writing
as he did by translating the Bible into the language of the people. Luther opened an avenue for the
common people to interact with God without having to go through a priest; they could hear, read, and
understand His Word, and in return, they could pray and sing praises directly to God! Yet, through
hymn-writing and congregational singing, Luther not only made God “accessible” to common people;
he also taught the Gospel and when necessary, corrected false teachings.
One good example of this was when a priest named Thomas Muntzer, one of Luther’s early followers
in the Reformation, turned on Luther and developed his own teachings (which had several errors).
Luther used hymns to correct Muntzer’s false teachings. Muntzer opposed infant baptism and he
taught that the elements in Holy Communion were only “symbols” of Christ’s body and blood. He also
focused more on works of Man than salvation by grace alone. Luther did not fight these doctrinal
errors by posting more theses on church doors; instead he composed two chorales, which were to be
learned, sung, (and memorized) by the people. One of the chorales, Aus tiefre Not schrei ich zu dir,
includes the lines: “In Jesus' grace alone is our comfort and forgiveness…” and “Therefore I will hope
in God, and not rely on my merit….” Luther believed that writing chorales “should be done that the
Gospel of Jesus Christ, which through God’s grace is now being proclaimed, might be spread among
men”.
Education during Martin Luther’s time was handled by the church, and Luther used the churchsponsored school to help the congregation learn the hymns. He did this by having the schoolboys
learn the chorales as part of their curriculum. At the same time that they learned the songs, they also
learned the doctrines taught in the songs. Luther intended for the hymns to be memorized by the
congregation, so that the Word would be in their hearts.
As we celebrate the Reformation this month, let us sing with Luther: “Our vict’ry has been won; the
Kingdom ours remaineth!” (From Luther’s hymn, A Mighty Fortress is Our God.)

