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August
Activities
8-1 6:00pm BLL Meeting
8-3 6:00pm Choir Meeting
8-7 10:30am Mite Boxes (LWML Meeting
following Church service)
8-8 6:00pm Game Night
8-11 7:00pm Thrivent Social Security Seminar
8-16 10:00am Pastor Circuit Mtg
8-18 2:00pm Free Computer Class
8-21 12:00pm Youth Meeting
8-20 5:00pm Movie Night
“God’s Not Dead 2"
Hot Dogs & Popcorn provided,
bring snacks to share
8-22 6:00pm Game Night

Sun
Tue
Wed
Thu

WEEKLY EVENTS
9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Planning
and
Reorganization Meeting
Wednesday, August 3rd
6pm

Dinner and a Movie
August 20, 5pm

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8563
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Join The Fun!
Hot Dogs & Popcorn Provided
Bring Snacks to Share

Wow, what a great time we had at the 2016 National Youth
Gathering! It is so easy for our youth to feel like they are all
alone because there are not many Lutherans in Louisiana.
Well… down in New Orleans a couple of weeks ago… there
were over 25,000 youth! We met in the Convention Center and
also the Superdome. We learned a lot, shared a lot, grew a lot,
ate a lot, sang a lot, played a lot, and worshiped a lot! That
sounds like a lot of “lots”!
To me, the highlight is always the worship service.
Especially serving communion to 25,000 youth during
the Divine Service. Christ Lutheran had a presence in
the serving of 25,000. I was
serving the host (body), Mike
Holland was serving the wine
(blood), Matt was keeping the
wine chalice refilled, and Andy
was taking up the collection.
Now we had only a small
portion of the Superdome.
There were about 150
communion serving stations.
One of the things we noticed (and it also slowed us down some)
were people walking around during the communion service…
and they were not in the communion line. This was bothersome
to us, both adults and youth.
It made me appreciate our service where we are not
interrupted by people walking around. But you know, we
can do things to help enhance the reverence of out worship
service at Christ Lutheran. I know that often, we have
people getting up and going to the bathroom, or just
stepping outside during our service.
It can be… and is… distracting. There are several courtesies
that we should all consider when coming to worship. Many
people arrive early and want to sit down and have a quiet time
with the Lord as they prepare for the Divine Service. I know I
don’t help matters when my Bible study goes long. I can do a
better job and will try. We can keep the noise level down, or at
least move it out to the foyer. To help maintain the seriousness and reverence of our
own worship experience, let’s try to keep our focus as we enter the worship center and
prepare for the Divine Service. I need to be a leader in doing my part to help things run
more smoothly and keep it reverent.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
The Family of Daisy Heitner

Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce Bamburg, Laura Bowman, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Kim Clark, Gerald Gramm, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie
McIntosh, Warren Manchester, Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan
Marshall, Bud Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom, Jim Reeves, Barry Taylor and Dean Wood

Thanks to JC Barnett and the generosity of Thrivent,
Jan and I received $250 so we can continue our
longtime mission for the elderly and make lap blankets
for the nursing homes.
We delivered over 100 blankets in 2015.
Thank you so much for the donations.
Sigrid Reeves

Daughters of Christ
While the Daughters of Christ have taken a break from meeting over the summer, the ladies have not been idle.
In fact, the last few months have brought some big news for the Lutheran Women in Mission. So let’s hit some
of the really exciting stuff first!
First, there are some new places online to get all the latest news from Lutheran Women in Mission. The
Louisiana-Mississippi District has a new website and a new webmaster. You can find the latest from the
district at lwml-lams.org. Additionally, both the district and our local Northern Zone have a Facebook page.
The district page is at www.facebook.com/lamslwml, and the zone page can be found at www.facebook.com/
LAMSNorthernZoneLWML. All of these resources will be very important as we embark on the journey before
us: the Louisiana-Mississippi District has just officially been named as co-hosts of the 2019 National
Convention in Birmingham, AL!!
The Louisiana-Mississippi District LWML had their convention April 22nd-24th
in Houma, LA. Judy Bartz & Melissa Meeks attended the convention as our
society’s delegates. (In the photo to the right, the National President Patti Ross
is dancing New Orleans style with the purple umbrella.) The weekend was an
inspiring and uplifting experience filled with servant events, officer elections
and mission grant selections. Our district was especially blessed to have
national LWML president Patti Ross
attend as our national representative. We also had the great privilege of
having the Concordia, Selma Choir perform as our banquet
entertainment and also as part of our Sunday morning worship. An
important part of any convention is the selection of Mission Grants,
which determines where the mite moneys are allocated.
The
convention body approved a $55,000 mite goal with District Mission
Grants that will help carry the Good News of Christ in locations from Louisiana to Africa and beyond. A
complete list of the District Mission Grants, along with descriptions, can be found on the district webpage. For
more photos from the convention, check out the district Facebook page.
Locally, our Daughters of Christ celebrated two Ladies’ Lunch Out events
this summer. In May, we went to El Jimador on Shreveport-Barksdale
Hwy. About 20 ladies attended for food and fellowship. We also said
goodbye to Diana Kirklin as this was her last LWML event with us. On
June 9th, several ladies joined for lunch at Blue on Fairfield Ave. This new
restaurant was an interesting and delicious choice, and the conversation and
company were pretty great too.
So, now that we have covered the news, let’s look at what is coming in the future. Our
society meetings will reconvene starting in August. We will continue to meet on the 1st
Monday of the month after service, and we invite any interested ladies join us on
August 7th. Lunch will be provided. We will be kicking plans into high gear for the
2016 Progressive Dinner. We will also be looking forward to the Northern Zone Rally
on October 1st and LWML Sunday on October 2nd. So be on the lookout for more news
in the near future from the Daughters of Christ.

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
I write to you today to give you a brief overview of my time at the 2016 LCMS Synodical
Convention, in Milwaukee Wisconsin July 9-15.
As this was my very first synodical convention, I really didn’t know what to expect, other
than maybe a few nice, moving worship experiences and possibly a few good meals
thrown in here and there.
Boy, was I wrong!
Sure, there were worship opportunities three times per day that were really special.
(Some of the music that I heard, you may start hearing during parts of our own worship
services soon)
There were also plenty of opportunities for what I like to call “Fun, Food & Fellowship”, up to and including a trip
up to the Concordia University-Wisconsin campus in Mequon, WI. They put on quite a spread of barbecue
brisket sandwiches, brats and sauerkraut and yes, even a few “adult beverages”. (Don’t worry, they bussed
everyone up there and back to their hotels!)
While there were quite a few contentious issues awaiting the delegates prior to the conventions opening, after
considerable prayer and deliberation, most of them were handled in a very loving way. Most were passed by
overwhelming majorities.
As a matter of fact, the only item that I recall not passing was a resolution calling for all pastors to seek out and
take part in at least one “continuing education” program each year. While this is always the desired avenue for all
pastors, it ultimately failed. The reason it failed was the burden it would place on all congregations, large AND
small.
Anyway, having a small part of doing our synod’s business was a very meaningful experience. One that I look
forward to being a part of again if asked, and more importantly, one that I’ll never forget.
Upon This Rock,
Mike Holland
Below are photos of the campus at Concordia University-Wisconsin in Mequon, WI

The convention was held at the
"Wisconsin Center" in downtown
Milwaukee

Bring a friend, bring a side.
That was the theme of the first Texas style barbeque hosted by Christ
Lutheran. Pastor Perry and I put together the idea as a service event
for the community and, with a great deal of
help from Sean Whitlock, were able to get
quite a bit of meat smoked for the event. We
had pork roast, beef brisket, sausage and ribs.
Based on my opinion, and the opinion of
everyone I talked to, it was all delicious.
We didn’t really know what to expect. It was a holiday weekend, it
was on a Saturday evening and it was HOT! We were not sure
how many people would show up – there could be twenty, which
would have been just our families
and few more; or there could
have been fifty, which would have
been closer to the number we
kind of expected. Were we ever
surprised when we were blessed
with over 100 souls in
attendance.
There was plenty
of meat for
everyone, thanks
to a Thrivent
A c t i o n Te a m
submitted by
Pastor.
And we
had enough smokers to cook all the meat, in part thanks to
another Thrivent Action Team I put in for. Although we
started to get a little concerned as we got closer to the
planned meal time. We had set up some tables and chairs
but the church was getting filled up pretty quickly and we were still preparing the meat. Our youth
stepped up, as they always seem to do, and more than doubled what we had set up. A huge thank
you to our youth. And the ladies of our congregation!!! Did they ever come through with the
sidedishes. What an array of food. If anyone left the event
hungry, it was their own fault. We had more than enough
food.
An added bonus for just about everyone there was a
Thrivent Action Team tee shirt. We had a supply that had
accumulated from the current and past Action Teams held by
our congregation members and several of the young ladies
sorted them by sizes and gave them out.
Overall this was a very successful event for our
congregation and the community. I personally would like to thank everyone involved.
Mike O’Connor

Embers Youth Group

We are back!!!!!
In Christ Alone- I am Enough.
In Christ Alone- Nothing can stand against me.
Thank you so much for the support and for helping us reach our goals to get to the LCMS
NYG in New Orleans. We learned about what it means to be In Christ Alone. Here are some
pictures for yall to enjoy! Please ask some of the Youth to tell you more about the pictures
and the Gathering. It was an experience we would love to share!

A FINANCIAL

EVENT

SOCIAL

SECURITY

Strategize to Maximize

When it comes to navigating Social Security retirement
benefits, the choices can be overwhelming.
r When should I apply?
r How much will I be taxed?
r Why do I need to think about this now?
Join us for a presentation brought to you by Thrivent Financial, a not-for-profit membership organization
of Christians. While many financial firms see money as a goal, we see it as a tool to help the people,
causes and communities you hold close to your heart.

This event is hosted by:
Michael F O’Connor
Financial Associate

Event details
Thursday, August 11, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Christ Lutheran Church
290 Idema Street
Shreveport, LA 71106

Please RSVP to reserve your spot. Contact Michael F O’Connor at 318-426-2270.
Refreshments will be served.

No products will be sold at this event.
Thrivent Financial and its representatives and employees have general knowledge of the Social Security tenets; however, they do not have the professional expertise
for a complete discussion of the details of your specific situation. For additional information, contact your local Social Security Administration office.
Thrivent Financial representatives are licensed insurance agents/producers of Thrivent Financial, the marketing name for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton,
WI. They are also registered representatives of Thrivent Investment Management Inc., 625 Fourth Ave S., Minneapolis, MN 55415.For additional important
27789F R2-16
information, visit Thrivent.com/disclosures.

MUSIC NOTES

“As The Deer”
Steve Randolph

“God gave me a melody for Psalm 42:1.
I just began to sing right off the page, literally.”
Marty Nystrom

Most writers (and composers) stay consistent with a writing style within a given work or piece.
However, when Marty Nystrom composed one of the best-known contemporary praise and worship
songs, “As the Deer”, he mixed King James English with contemporary English. Nystrom addressed
that by saying:
People ask me why I start off with King James and end up with contemporary language. I
would never do that now; as a writer, I know better, but it was a spontaneous song, and I was
reading out of the Bible. From there, I went off into my own response in my own language. I
wasn’t trying to write a chorus; I was just worshiping.
Nystrom was sitting at an out-of-tune piano at the Christ for the Nations Institute in Dallas, playing
through chord progressions, when he saw an open Bible lying on the music stand of the piano. The
Bible was opened to Psalm 42, and Nystrom read verse 1:
As the hart panteth after the water brooks, so panteth my soul after thee, O God.
After reading the verse, he began to sing its message, and in a matter of minutes, the beginning of “As
the Deer” was complete.
Nystrom, a schoolteacher in Seattle, was off during the summer of 1981, and he decided attend the
summer term at Christ for the Nations Institute.
It was a spiritual renewal time for me. All of my studies, mixed with the many other activities,
caused the stress of it all to take its toll on my spiritual life. The summer was a time for me to
restore my passion for Jesus. I was not messed up
horribly, but I knew that Jesus was not number one in my life at the time.
I had a roommate at CFNI who was a very vibrant Christian. He challenged me to go on a
fast, thinking it would help me recover my joy. I took up the challenge,
and on the nineteenth day of the fast, I found myself sitting at a piano in a room of the school.
I wrote the chorus and first verse of the song pretty much straight through.
Nystrom intended to use this song for his private worship, but before he left the institute, he showed
the song to Dave Butterbaugh, who then introduced it to the kids of the school. “As the Deer” became
a favorite, and the school used it for one of their projects and mailed it out across the country. Before
long, “As the Deer” was being sung in many churches. Maranatha! Music published “As the Deer” in
1984. In the years since, Nystrom has recorded eighty other songs, and he joined the staff at Integrity
Music.

MUSIC NOTES (Cont)
Ten years after composing this song, Marty Nystrom was about to enter Seoul Stadium in Korea,
where one hundred thousand Koreans were gathered for a worship conference, when he heard the
crowd singing “As the Deer”. Marty was humbled that God used him to create that song for
Christians in Korea and around the world.
(1) As the deer panteth for the water
So my soul longeth after You;
You alone are my heart’s desire
And I long to worship You.

(Refrain) You alone are my Strength, my Shield;
To You alone may my spirit yield.
You alone are my heart’s desire
And I long to worship You.

(2) You’re my FriBellocq 1.tif
Bellocq 2.tif
Bellocq 3 - Plate 17.tif
Bellocq 4 - Plate 7.tifend and You are my Brother (3) I want You more than gold or silver;
Even though You are a King;
Only You can satisfy.
I love You more than any other,
You alone are the real joy-giver;
So much more than anything
And the apple of my eye.
(Refrain)
(Refrain)

Recently, several churches in the northeast have started using additional verses that are based on
further meditations of Psalm 42. These verses were written anonymously and are used with the
original tune. The first verse comes from Psalm 42:5, which reads:
Why am I feeling so low and why am I in such a turmoil? I must
look to God for help, and praise Him who is my Saviour and my God.
The corresponding verse is as follows:
When my soul is weighed down with sorrow,
I put all my trust in You.
All my hope is in You, my Savior,
So I lift my praise to You.
(Refrain)
The next stanza is based on Psalm 42:8, which reads:
During the day the Lord sent His love; and at night His song was with me;
my prayer was to the God of my life.
The verse based upon that passage is:
Day by day You send forth Your love,
And it waters all the earth;
Night by night Your song within me
Is my prayer and my rebirth.
(Refrain)
For Marty Nystrom, as well as for other Christians, the importance of “As the Deer” is that it reminds
us that we should make Christ the most important part of our lives.

