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July
Activities
7-2 6:00am
7-3 10:30am
7-9 11:30pm
7-11 6:00pm
7-14 - 7-20
7-19 10:00am
7-21 2:00pm
7-25 6:00pm
7-30 5:00pm

Bar-B-Q/Bring Friend & Side
Mite Boxes
Ladies Day Out - Blue
BLL Meeting
Youth-National Youth Gathering
Pastor Circuit Mtg-Christ S’port
Free Computer Class
Game Night
Movie Night
“90 Minutes in Heaven"
Hot Dogs & Popcorn provided,
bring snacks to share

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sun 9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
Tue 9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
Wed 6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
Thu 9:00am Bible Study - Christ

Nobody said demons,
plagues, and an
appointment with
Armageddon would be
fun, but it doesn't have to
be feared-at least not for
the Christian. Check out
how the latest LHM
Men's NetWork Bible
study, Explaining All The
Scary
Stuff
In
Revelation, gives both insight-and encouragement to
those who follow “the bright Morning Star.”
Often, the book of Revelation is viewed with mixed
emotions. Its fantastic imagery and cryptic phrasings
can leave people scratching their heads as they
wonder about its real message. Unfortunately, this
impasse can lead the individual to side step the book
altogether, thus missing its power and significance as
a one-of-a-kind text of Scripture. We will journey
through this 4 week Bible study from Lutheran Hour
Ministry in July on Wednesday nights, July 6th, 13th,
20th, and 27th at 7:00 PM. Supper will be served
afterwards.

Dinner and a Movie
July 30, 5pm

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8563
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Join The Fun!
Hot Dogs & Popcorn Provided
Bring Snacks to Share

I have always been a dog person. I cannot remember a time where I
didn’t have a dog, except when they died. We usually have replaced
the dog within 3-4 days with a puppy. For you who are dog lovers,
you know that a dog is part of your family. I love my dogs, and my
cat… but dogs are different. My cat doesn’t need me and it is as if I
am living in her kingdom instead of she living in my house. My dogs
have always been happy to meet me at the door and can’t get enough
of my loving. They will also protect me if I need it. I know that this will sound cheesy, but the
closest thing I have to God’s unconditional love comes from my dogs. Don’t get me wrong…
Lori loves me… and sometimes is mad at me… but my dogs always love me even when I am
having a bad day. Lori… more like the cat, knows when to stay away, but my two dogs come
running to me no matter what. This love still falls short of God’s love. But what is love? It is
always good to read through 1 Cor. 13.
The Way of Love

13If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have
not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I
have prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3If I give away
all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.
4Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it
is not arrogant 5or rude. It does not insist on its own way;
it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does not rejoice at
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. 7Love bears all
things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things.
8Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away;
as for tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will
pass away. 9For we know in part and we prophesy in part,
10but when the perfect comes, the partial will pass away.
11When I was a child, I spoke like a child, I thought like a
child, I reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I
gave up childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror
dimly, but then face to face. Now I know in part; then I
shall know fully, even as I have been fully known.
13So now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the
greatest of these is love.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Embers Youth Group
It’s all done but the packing. We have completed our last
fundraiser. We would like to thank our congregation for all
the wonderful support and
donations. We are able to travel
to New Orleans comfortably thanks to your generosity.
Our most recent and final push was the car wash. We
washed cars non-stop from beginning to end
and raised a whopping 400 dollars.
We ask that you keep us in your
prayers as we travel mid-July to
t h e L C M S N a t i o n a l Yo u t h
Gathering. We are very grateful
for the amazing support and generous
donations you all have been making. We
can’t wait to get back and share our
experience with you.
Always in service,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

Ladies Day Out will be at Blue Southern
Comfort Food at 11:30am July 9th. Sign
up sheet is on the bulletin board.
Come join us for good fellowship, fun and great food. Blue is
located at the corner of Fairfield and Pierremont, 5863
Fairfield Avenue (the old Fairfield Grocery).

Mark Your Calendar!
Thrivent Social Security Seminar
Thursday, August 11th
6:30pm to 8:00pm

Please pray for:
Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
The Family of Larry Hovis

Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce Bamburg, Laura Bowman, Bill
Burns, Don Bush, Alton Carter, Gerald Gramm, Fred Kocher, Mike Long, Dottie McIntosh,
Warren Manchester, Lavaun Marley, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Bill & Joan Marshall, Bud
Mortzfeldt, Cecil Odom, Jim Reeves, Barry Taylor and Dean Wood

Sunday School
Calling all Christians--Sunday School is available every Sunday
morning at 9:15am. Although attendance continues steady,
we always welcome each of you to come and learn about your
Lord and Savior. VBS was a great
success. I am very thankful to all the people that
came out and helped make it possible. I couldn’t have
done it without y’all. The kids loved it and we even
got to share a new catchy song with the
congregation.
I am a C-H-R-I-S-T-I-A-N,
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

MUSIC NOTES

God Bless Our Native Land
Steve Randolph

God bless our native land!
Firm may she ever stand
Unknown
At least three American composers and one English composer claim to have written the words
above, and some editors believe that the text was translated from yet another composer, from
Germany, leaving the true authorship of “God Bless Our Native Land” in doubt. The editors of The
Lutheran Hymnal and Lutheran Worship, along several other editors, attribute the hymn to Charles T.
Brooks, believing that it was later recast by John S. Dwight. Other hymnals credit Siegfried A.
Mahlmann of Germany as the author of the first two stanzas, and William E. Hickson with writing a
third verse (that is not included in our hymnal).
One person in the 1800’s who claimed to have composed “God Bless Our Native Land” was poet
Sarah E. Henshaw. Ms. Henshaw wrote the following in a letter:
I wrote the verses just after the fall of Fort Sumter. I was then living in Illinois. I learned
from the papers that Rhode Island volunteers had gone through to the front singing “John
Brown’s Body”, and that Governor Buckingham had put the organization of our Connecticut
regiments in charge of my uncle, General Dan Tyler. With a heart on fire, and desirous that
the Connecticut soldiers should also have something to sing, I wrote the verses in question.
That everyone might know the music, I wrote them for the air “God Save the King”. I sent
them by post to my uncle with much hesitation, because he would probably think it all
nonsense. Neither did I attach my name to the verses: I wrote at the caption, “By a daughter
of Connecticut”. I kept no copy, sent them to no publisher, heard nothing of them, took it for
granted that my uncle had thrown them aside.
After the war, I moved out here [Oakland]. I drove down the street one fourth of July to
hear the school children sing. They sang my verses – those verses! I looked at the program
– there were the lines. As I wrote them, the poem contained several verses. Here were only
two. They were the first and the last.
Even though Mrs. Henshaw truly believed that she was the author of this hymn, it is not likely that she
was correct, because she claimed to have written it in 1861, but the song had already appeared in
print by 1841 – twenty years before she believed that composed it.
In 1869, English composer William E. Hickson saw “God Bless Our Native Land” in print, and John S.
Dwight was credited with composing the song. Hickson stated that he had written the hymn in 1836
as a new national anthem, and he had included it in his book, The Singing Master, which he
published in 1836. It is true that Hickson published a hymn in 1836, which began:
God bless our native land,
May heav’n’s protecting hand
Still guard our shore!
However, none of the other lines of Hickson’s hymn had any resemblance to “God Bless Our Native
Land” as we know it.

MUSIC NOTES (Cont)
Charles T. Brooks, who served as pastor of a Unitarian Church, was a composer and translator.
Brooks is thought to have either written “God Bless Our Native Land” himself or translated the song
from German between 1832 and 1835. However it originated, Brooks’ original version is as follows:
God bless our native land!
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night!
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Father Eternal, save
Us by Thy might!

Lo! Our hearts’ prayers arise
Into the upper skies,
Regions of light!
He Who hath heard each sigh
Watches each weeping eye,
He is forever nigh,
Venger of Right!

A music critic from Boston, Dr. John S. Dwight, is often credited with composing the hymn, but he
stated in 1893 that he “really had forgotten ever writing it”. However, Dwight did recall that around
1844 he had translated several songs from a German songbook into English, and during the process
of translating songs, he often added one or two verses of his own.
Some hymnologists believe that Reverend Brooks wrote or translated the first five lines of the hymn
around 1832-35, (as we have in our hymnal), and that Dr. Dwight (who often worked with Reverend
Brooks) added the remainder of the hymn around 1844. What is believed to be their “joint” version of
the hymn, is as follows:
God bless our native land!
Firm may she ever stand
Through storm and night!
When the wild tempests rave,
Ruler of wind and wave,
Do Thou our country save
By Thy great might.

For her our prayer shall rise
To God, above the skies,
On Him we wait;
Thou Who are ever nigh,
Guarding with watchful eye,
To Thee aloud we cry,
God save the State.

If Reverend Brooks and Dr. Dwight “translated” the hymn from German, the German composer who
some experts believe actually composed the song was Siegfried August Mahlmann. One of the
versions of the hymn that was printed in the 1800’s had three verses: two believed to have been
originally written in German in 1815 by Mahlmann (which are basically the same as those translated
by Brooks and Dwight), and one written by William E. Hickson in 1835. (Hickson was mentioned
earlier as someone who claimed to have written the hymn.) The verse that was credited to Hickson
reads:
And not to us alone,
But be Thy mercies known
From shore to shore.
Lord, make the nations see
That men should brothers be
And form one family
The wide world o'er.

Regardless of the authorship of this hymn and the country of its origin, it is an appropriate prayer for
our nation. The author of the music, “America”, is unknown, but it first appeared in Thesaurus
Musicus in 1744.
Let every person be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God.
Romans 13:1

