April 2016

April
Activities
4-2 9:00am LWML Zone Rally—St. Paul
4-3 12:00pm Mite Boxes. LWML Meeting
after Church
4-4 7:00pm BLL Meeting
4-11 6:00pm Game Night
4-17 12:00pm Youth Slave Auction
4-19 10:00am Pastor Circuit Meeting
4-20 2:00pm Free Computer Class
4-23 5:00pm Movie Night “Flywheel"
Hot Dogs & Popcorn provided,
bring snacks to share
4-25 6:00pm Game Night
4-30 9:00am Slave Auction Labor Day

WEEKLY EVENTS
Sun 9:00am Sunday School
10:30am Church Service
Tue 9:30am Bible Study - Broadmoor
6:00pm Sew Elephants
Wed 6:00pm Choir
7:00pm Service, Meal Following
Thu 9:00am Bible Study - Christ

New Bible Study
Beginning
Wednesday Night
March 30, 7pm

Dinner and a Movie
April 23, 5pm

Pastor Perry Culver
318-518-8563
pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
Christ Lutheran Church - Shreveport

Join The Fun!
Hot Dogs & Popcorn Provided

When I was in high school, I worked for a company called
Leopold, Price, & Rolle. It was an executive men's clothing store
that sold really nice clothing to what I called the "upper crust" men
of Houston. I don't glorify them, but they liked to dress up and liked
to wear nice clothing... and I worked on commission.
The store was located in Houston's exclusive Galleria Mall which was anchored on
one side by the famous Neiman Macus Dept. store and Lord & Taylor on the other side. I
sold exclusive men's clothing to many famous people. I remember selling to Sugar Ray
Leonard, Larry Holmes, Earl Campbell, Donnie Van Zandt (from the group 38 Special),
several sheiks from Saudi Arabia, and even the President of Mexico. Our clothing was top
notch and a step above the rest.
Where am I going with this? This is not an article on stating how great I am. It is
actually a humble article. All of this is headed to the leather coats we sold. (Gotcha there!) I
loved everything we sold, and back in the late 1970's to early 1980's, the hottest jacket on the
market was the "Member's Only" jacket. If you lived in this era... you remember the
"Member's Only" jacket. This was one of the few things that we sold that you could buy
elsewhere, with the exception that ours were leather.
There was a tag on all the leather coats, whether
Calvin Klein, Alexander Julian, Pierre Cardin, or even
Member's Only. The tag said "Scratches and
Imperfections add to the Characteristics of the Garment".
I'm sure these tags are on us somewhere. This is
the joy of living in the shadows of the cross after Easter.
Our lives have been filled with sin. We are sinners.
While we should never be proud of our sins, they have helped to shape us into who we are.
We (as believers) are children of God. We look into the mirror and we know what we see and
what we have done. We know that Jesus took our scratches and imperfections to the cross.
These scratches and imperfections are to be called what they are... sins!
While God does not love our sins, he loves us and forgives us. We learn from our sins
and as Christians, we don't live in our sins. The cross took them away. We are living in the
shadow of the cross, which is the joy of living in our Easter faith. The joy of living in God's
forgiveness. Go in peace!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Perry Culver

Here we are, the second newsletter. While not much has changed in the
past 30 days, we have been busy.
The tea and fashion show
was a huge success.
Thank you for all the kind
words you have said
about the youth and our
efforts to help with the tea. We love doing it!
We braved the
floods on March 8th
to get to Shriners
Hospital so that we
could pass out
elephants. This time
we
gave
18
elephants to mostly older teens. You’d be
surprised how much the older guys love
them!
On Saturday, March 12th, we went to the Shreveport Rescue Mission to serve
lunch to the residents there. We served about 90 appreciative men, women &
children.
By the time this newsletter
is published, we will have
celebrated Holy Week and
Easter. However, as I am
writing this article for publication, we are
preparing to help with our annual Easter Egg
Hunt. We always love creatively hiding those
eggs so the kids
can search for
them.
As we mentioned last month and will probably be continuing to
mention over the next few months, the National LCMS Youth
Gathering is upon us again this
y e a r. W e h a v e k i c k e d o u r
fundraising into overdrive and need
continued support. We will be
having an auction on April 17th,
directly after worship service for those of you who may be in need of
manual laborers. If you need any chores done or any service at all,
our talents and muscles will be available to the highest bidders. Lunch will be provided by the youth.
Please plan to stay and share in all the fun. Be patient with us as we continue asking that the
congregation prayerfully give where they can in order to support our upcoming trip. We will be
enthusiastically going down to New Orleans expecting to go and come back filled with and renewed in
the holy spirit to spread the gospel.
Always servicing,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary

VBS is rapidly approaching. I have gotten in the Barnyard
Friends Kit and have begun coordinating the activities.
VBS is tentatively scheduled for early June. Please invite
everyone you know with kids to come because it will be a
great VBS. We are looking to hand-make our decorations
again (like the past few years) so we may be enlisting your
help in areas where you have strengths and talents.
If
asked, please remember Mark 10:14-15.
“Let the children come to me;” do not hinder them, for to such belongs the kingdom of
God. Truly I say to you, whoever does not “receive the kingdom of God like a child
shall not enter it.”
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

Thank you all very much for all your thoughts & prayers during my recent surgery/illness.
My family & I truly appreciate all the support and well wishes. Your continued prayers are
also appreciated during my round of radiation.
God is good everyday!!
God bless you all.
Laura Bowman

Please pray for: Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce Bamburg, Peggy
Bamburg, Laura Bowman, Gerald Gramm, Larry Hovis, Fred Kocher, Mike Long,
Lavaun Marley, Warren Manchester, Irma Mecom, Dottie McIntosh, Bill & Joan
Marshall, Philip Moorehead Sr., Bud Mortzfeldt, Jim Reeves, and Dean Wood.
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin

Daughters of Christ
The Daughters of Christ is our congregation’s society of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, and we have
been very busy lately.
In February, we had a Ladies’ Day Out Luncheon at
Longhorn Steakhouse. More than 20 women, including some visitors,
joined in this wonderful afternoon of food and fellowship. One of the
most interesting stories to come out of the lunch was told to Judy
Bartz by a patron of the restaurant sitting at a nearby table. He told
her that when his table heard the ladies saying the common table
prayer together, it prompted his table to also say a blessing for their
meal. What a wonderful example of how Christians can be an
inspiration and carry God’s message just by living in the world as
Christians!
Also in February, Judy Bartz, Rene Reeves and I all attended the annual Women’s Weekend event at Immanuel
Lutheran. It is was a great day full of fellowship in God’s Word. The theme was “The Well”, and Bible studies looked at the
story of Christ’s encounter with the woman at the well. Adding to the event was the music of Butch Tinker’s praise band out
of Lake Charles, La. How uplifting to share Word and song with our fellow women of faith.
March brought a flurry of activity as we prepared for our major
fundraiser to support our selected mission grant projects. The 10th annual
Tea & Fashion Show occurred on March 5th. Can you believe we have done
this event 10 times, and it is still growing? This year we were blessed with
record breaking ticket sales and
attendance. This year, we sold
119 tickets and had at least 135
people in attendance.
The
program, very ably emceed by
Mike O’Connor, consisted of more
than 40 models showing off
clothes from 5 different retailers. Thanks to all our lovely kitchen volunteers and
dessert makers, lunch was delicious. Special thanks go to our Embers Youth
Group who, as always, went above and beyond the call of duty. Not only did
several youth model, but they were a big help in the process of both setting up
and cleaning up. On top of that, I myself heard several compliments from visitors
remarking on how wonderful l the young gentlemen were who served lunch and
kept glasses filled; thanks to the youth who served in this capacity and to Russ
Kirklin for heading up the crew. All in
all, the day was a great success and
we raised more than $1,700.00 to be
used for missions. Money will be sent
to The Gideons International, Mavuno
Market, and the Good Samaritan
Auxiliary of the Bethesda Home in Cypress, Tx; additionally, a portion of the
funds is being given to the youth to use toward their upcoming convention, and
the balance will be seed money for the continuing work of the Daughters of
Christ.
Speaking of the upcoming work of the Daughters of Christ, many things are on the horizon. April 2nd is the Spring
Rally for the Northern Zone of the LWML. This event will be at St. Paul Lutheran on Lakeshore Drive, and there is still
room if anyone wants to attend. The last weekend in April, Judy Bartz and I are privileged to be travelling to the LouisianaMississippi District’s Biennial Convention as our society’s delegates. From Elections and Mission Grant selection to Bible
studies and fellowship, this promises to be a weekend to look forward to. Be on the lookout for more info from the
Daughters of Christ in future editions of the newsletter.

From The Elders:
March 20 2016 is Palm Sunday when all the residents of Jerusalem welcomed Jesus, thinking he
was the promised Messiah to help them over throw the evil Roman Empire; after 4 days Jesus
would be rejected by the Religious leaders, the Judean government, the people, and then the world.
How would you feel after being welcomed as an honored guest; then within 4 days be tried, judged,
and executed for not meeting the expectations of the people? In today’s world there are Christians
who are tried, judged and punished believing in Jesus Christ, but proclaim in front of those in
position their faith.
As we go through Holy Week, we hear 2 characters who try to find ways to arrest and imprison
Jesus Christ and his followers for any type of criminal activity. So far the followers, except Judas,
proclaim their faith and the 2 characters are left with nothing. The characters live their faith and are
not intimidated. As we go through our days, the country we live in is not persecuting Christians but
the world never stops, live your faith and God Bless.
For 10 points who was the first King of Israel?
Remember to pray for:
Larry and Paula Hovis, Bud and Lois Mortzfeldt, Gerald Graham and family, JC Barnett and his
extended family, our members who are located at Live Oak.
Michael Reeves

Rummage & Bake
Sale Coming
May 7th!
Youth will be selling
hot dogs to raise funds
for the National Youth
Gathering.

Sunday School
The adult Sunday School class, led by Mack McKinley, is currently involved in studying the last three
chapters of the book of Revelation. We have been participating in an in-depth study of Revelation since last
June and now are very near to completing this particular study. It has been very enlightening to learn what is
actually said in this book and what it actually means.
In the past we have studied various books of the Bible, and have also looked at other subjects of interest,
i.e., the beliefs of other religions and cults in the world. The class sets the direction for the subjects that we
study and the next subject of interest is leaning toward Paul’s Pastoral letters to Timothy and Titus. Unless the
class decides on a different direction we should begin this study as soon as we finish studying Revelation. This
should be within a very few weeks, but will depend largely upon the discussion that the class gets involved in.
Of course, Pastor has an adult class as well. If you are not attending a Sunday School class we would invite
and encourage you to get into one of the classes. Pastor and I would be happy to welcome you and invite you
to participate in the discussions in our classes. Everyone has the opportunity to learn what the Bible says and
what it means. That goes a long way toward strengthening our beliefs and faith in our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ.
See you in Sunday School (?).

MUSIC NOTES

The Story of “Crown Him with Many Crowns”
Steve Randolph

Three men working independently (each from their own point of view) over a span of nearly 25 years, created
version of “Crown Him with Many Crowns” that is in Lutheran Worship. This hymn was originally inspired
by these words from Revelations 19:12: “His eyes were as a flame of fire, and in His head were many crowns;
and He had a name written, that no man knew, but He, Himself.”
The first man to write “Crown Him with Many Crowns” was Matthew Bridges. Bridges was an Anglican
clergyman who later converted to Roman Catholicism. After this conversion, Bridges wrote a six-verse hymn
about different crowns of Jesus. The hymn was published in 1851 in Hymns of the Heart.
George Elvey was the second man involved in producing the final version of “Crown Him with Many
Crowns”. Elvey wrote the tune for the hymn and specifically designed it to fit the words by Matthew Bridges.
The tune was named Diademata, which is the Greek word meaning “crowns”. The music was first published
in 1868.
Several years after Bridges published “Crown Him with Many Crowns”, Reverend H.W. Hutton asked
Godfrey Thring to rewrite several verses of the hymn because protestant churches were using the hymn and
singing “Catholic” theology. Godfrey Thring, who was an Anglican clergyman, became the third man
responsible for creating “Crown Him with Many Crowns” as we know it, when he composed six new stanzas.
Thring’s version was published in 1874.
The 12 verses to “Crown Him with Many Crowns” have been mixed and matched by editors of various
hymnals. Most hymnals today use six stanzas, three written by Bridges and three written by Thring. In
Lutheran Worship, there are five verses. Printed below are the six original verses by Bridges, followed by the
six additional verses by Thring. The stanzas in bold print are the ones used in Lutheran Worship.

MUSIC NOTES (cont.)
Lyrics written by Matthew Bridges in 1851:
Crown Him with many crowns,
The Lamb upon His throne;
Hark! how the heavenly anthems drowns
All music but its own:
Awake, my soul, and sing
Of Him who died for thee,
And hail Him as thy matchless King
Through all eternity.

Crown Him the Virgin’s Son!
The God Incarnate born,
Whose arm those crimson trophies won
Which now His brow adorn!
Fruit of the mystic Rose
As of that Rose the Stem;
The Root, whence mercy ever flows,The Babe of Bethlehem!

Crown Him the Lord of peace!
Whose power a scepter sways,
From pole to pole,—that wars may cease,
Absorbed in prayer and praise:
His reign shall know no end,
And round His pierced feet
Fair flowers of paradise extend
Their fragrance ever sweet.

Crown Him the Lord of love!
Behold His hands and side,
Rich wounds, yet visible above,
In beauty glorified:
No angel in the sky
Can fully bear that sight,
But downward bends His burning eye
At mysteries so bright!

Crown Him the Lord of years!
The Potentate of time,
Creator of the rolling spheres,
Ineffably sublime!
Glassed in a sea of light,
Where everlasting waves
Reflect His throne,—the Infinite!
Who lives,—and loves—and saves.

Crown Him the Lord of heaven!
One with the Father known,
And the blest Spirit, through Him given
From yonder triune throne!
All hail! Redeemer, Hail!
For Thou hast died for me;
Thy praise shall never, never fail
Throughout eternity!

Lyrics composed in 1874 by Thring:
Crown Him with crowns of gold,
All nations great and small,
Crown Him, ye martyred saints of old,
The Lamb once slain for all;
The Lamb once slain for them
Who bring their praises now,
As jewels for the diadem
That girds His sacred brow.

Crown Him the Son of God
Before the worlds began,
And ye, who tread where He hath trod,
Crown Him the Son of Man;
Who every grief hath known
That wrings the human breast,
And takes and bears them for His own,
That all in Him may rest.

Crown Him the Lord of light,
Who o’er a darkened world
In robes of glory infinite
His fiery flag unfurled.
And bore it raised on high,
In heaven-in earth-beneath,
To all the sign of victory
O’er Satan, sin, and death.

Crown Him the Lord of life
Who triumphed o’er the grave,
And rose victorious in the strife
For those He came to save;
His glories now we sing
Who died, and rose on high.
Who died, eternal life to bring
And lives that death may die.

Crown Him of lords the Lord,
Who over all doth reign
Who once on earth, the incarnate Word,
For ransomed sinners slain,
Now lives in realms of light,
Where saints with angels sing
Their songs before Him day and night,
Their God, Redeemer, King.

Crown Him the Lord of heaven,
Enthroned in worlds above;
Crown Him the King, to Whom is given
The wondrous name of Love,
Crown Him with many crowns,
As thrones before Him fall.
Crown Him, ye kings with many crowns,
For He is King of all.

