Christ Lutheran
Church
Proclaiming the Gospel–Reaching Lives for Christ–Celebrating God’s Love

March 2016

March
Activities
3-2 7:00pm Lenten Service & Meal
3-5 11:00am LWML Spring Fashion
Show & Tea
3-6 12:00pm Mite Boxes. LWML Meeting
after Church
3-7 6:00pm BLL Meeting
3-8 4:45pm Youth Meet at Church to
go to Shriners
3-9 7:00pm Lenten Service & Meal
3-12 11:15am Youth Meet at Church to go
to Rescue Mission
3-13 DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS
Set Clocks Forward One Hour
3-14 6:00pm Game Night
3-16 7:00pm Lenten Service & Meal
3-17 2:00pm Free Computer Class
3-19 5:00pm Movie Night "The
Passion" Hot Dogs &
Popcorn provided, bring
snacks to share
3-20 12:00pm Youth Meeting
3-23 No Church Service
3-24 7:00pm Maundy Thursday
Church Service
3-25 7:00pm Good Friday Service
3-26 10:00am Easter Egg Hunt
3-27 7:00am EASTER Sunrise Service
(Pancake Breakfast Following)
3-28 6:00pm Game Night
3-30 7:00pm Church Service & Meal

2016 LENTEN SERIES
Join us for a special
series of worship
services for Lent called
Questioned for Christ.
Listen each week as
figures from the story
of the Passion of Christ
are questioned
concerning their
relationship to Jesus
Christ. Is there enough
evidence to convict
them of being followers
of Jesus? Is there
enough evidence to
convict each one of
us? Each service includes a drama set in a police
interrogation room with a good cop and bad cop
asking their “witness” about Christ.

02/10
02/17
02/24
03/02
03/09
03/16
03/23
03/20
03/24
03/25

ASH WED. A Question of Cost
A Question of Priorities
A Question of Conviction
A Question of Innocence
A Question of Sacrifice
A Question of Authority
A Question of Humility
Palm Sunday: A Question of Faithfulness
Maundy Thursday: A Question of Confidence
Good Friday: A Question of Faith

Perry Culver
Pastor
318-518-8563

pculver@bellsouth.net
www.christtalk.net
www.christlutheranlcms.org

What Is Your Story?
I wish I had an exciting story of how I came to Christ. But I don’t.
Yet there are significant things that have happened to me that are
BIG DEALS.
I was not plucked from a raging river, fallen
overboard on a ship at sea, or had a close call from drowning.
The first BIG DEAL did in fact involve water. It was my Baptism! Too often we take our
Baptism for granted. We don’t see it as a big deal… but I beg to differ. My faith journey
began totally outside of myself. It was when my parents took be to church and baptized
me. It was life changing! Yet I didn’t even know or understand it. Much like circumcision
in the Old Testament marked you as a child of God, so does baptism. When did God tell
Abraham to circumcise babies? When they were 8 days old! Did the child make a choice?
Did the child understand what was happening to him? Was the child of age??? Well…
what was the age for baptism? 8 days old and that comes from God, not man. There is a
connection between circumcision and baptism and it is found in Colossians 2:8–14 (ESV):
8

See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to
human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.
9 For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have been filled in him, who
is the head of all rule and authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,
12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through
faith in the powerful working of God, who raised him from the dead. 13 And you, who were
dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive together
with him, having forgiven us all our trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross.”
In Luther’s Small Catechism, he writes:
What is Baptism?
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with
God’s word.
Which is that word of God?
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” [Matt. 28:19]
What benefits does Baptism give?
It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who
believe this, as the words and promises of God declare.
I may not remember being baptized, but I have been and it is a BIG DEAL. I give thanks to
my parents for raising me in the church. Baptism is not something I do for God, but what
God does to me! So, what makes my story so great? I’m Saved!!! Rejoice!!!
Love,
Pastor Perry Culver

We are so glad to see the newsletter back up and
running so we can keep the congregation up to
date on our community outreach efforts.
We continue to stay vigilant with the Northwest
Louisiana Food Bank, Shreveport Bossier Rescue
Mission, Holy Angels, and with the Forget Me Not
elephant ministry for the children being treated
at Shriner’s Hospital.
The National LCMS Youth Gathering is upon us again this year and we have kicked our
fundraising into overdrive and need continued support.
We are asking that the congregation prayerfully give in
order to support our trip down to New Orleans this
July so we can go and come back, filled with and
renewed in, the holy spirit to spread the gospel.
Always servicing,
Colton Steadman
Youth Secretary
Photos of Youth
at Mardi Gras

Please pray for: Our Church, our mission, and Pastor Culver
Illness: Jennifer Ainsworth, Lyle Anderson, JC Barnett, Bruce Bamburg, Laura Bowman,
Alton Carter, Glenda Conradi, Gerald Gramm, Mike Long, Lavaun Marley, Warren
Manchester, Carly Martin, Irma Mecom, Dottie McIntosh, Bill & Joan Marshall, Philip
Moorehead Sr., Bud Mortzfeldt, Dean Wood and Jim Reeves.
Those serving our country: Russell Kirklin

Movie Night
Saturday, March 19th
PALM SUNDAY WEEKEND

Meal @ 5:00 PM
Movie @ 6:00

Hot Dogs & Popcorn Supplied
Bring a snack to share

Sunday School
Our Sunday school continues to
maintain steady attendance.The
Christmas Program was a success and I
look forward to the 2016 Christmas
program as it will be homemade. VBS is
rapidly approaching. This year’s theme
will be Barnyard Friends. Please invite
everyone you know with kids to come
because it will be a great VBS program.
Thankfully serving,
Colton Steadman
Sunday School Superintendent

"Are you an eligible Thrivent member with
Choice Dollars available to direct?
Each year, eligible Thrivent members are
designated Choice Dollars based on their qualifying
insurance premiums, contract values and volunteer
leadership. If you are an eligible Thrivent member with
Choice Dollars available to designate, you can help
strengthen our community by directing them to Christ
Lutheran Church. In fact, this past year eligible Thrivent
members directed $1632.00 to Christ Lutheran Church.
Thank you to those members who participated in
the Thrivent Choice program and help support our
church's mission by directing Choice Dollars. Choose to
make a difference buy directing Choice Dollars today.
Simply visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more
and find program terms and conditions."

MUSIC NOTES

The Story of “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”
Steve Randolph

In the years following the Reformation, churches were divided over what type of hymn was acceptable.
Lutherans, for example, began writing and singing hymns that were in the common language of the
people, while many of the churches who followed the Calvinist tradition believed that God had provided
us with inspired hymns in the Book of Psalms. The Calvinists translated the Psalms into verses and
sang them instead of hymns because they believed that writing new hymns somehow indicated that
God’s work was inadequate. Isaac Watts, who is considered to be the “Father of English Hymnody”,
rewrote quite a few Psalms, but he also composed many hymns that were based on personal feelings.
In 1707, Watts wrote “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”, which was significant because it was the
first published English hymn that was not a paraphrase of a Psalm. Initially, hundreds of churches
rejected the hymn because of its personal nature and the use of the word “I”. Some church leaders felt
that the hymn centered on only one man’s relationship with God, and that made it unfit for
congregational worship. When Watts was criticized for writing “uninspired” hymns (those not based on
the Psalms), he responded that if we can pray to God in sentences that we have made up ourselves
(instead of confining ourselves to the “Our Father” and other prayers taken directly from the Scriptures),
then surely we can sing to God in sentences that we have made up ourselves.
During his lifetime, Watts composed over 600 hymns, including “Joy to the World”, “Our God Our Help
in Ages Past”, “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”, and “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”. Watts
began writing hymns as a teenager, after he complained to his father (a deacon in the church) about the
monotonous way that the congregation sang the Old Testament Psalms. His father challenged him to
write something better, and Watts wrote his first hymn.

MUSIC NOTES (cont.)
Watts’ original titled for “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” was “Crucifixion to the World by the Cross
of Christ”. He had intended it to be a communion hymn, but it is more commonly used as a Lenten
hymn. Watts wrote five verses for the “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”, but later dropped the fourth
verse because many considered it to be too gory:
His dying crimson, like a robe,
Spreads o’er his body on the tree;
Then I am dead to all the globe
And all the globe is dead to me.
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” has been sung to different tunes, one of which is from an ancient
Gregorian chant. Lowell Mason arranged the chant tune in 1824, and it became known as “Hamburg.”
Watts’ lyrics for “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” are printed below:
When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss,
And pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast,
Save in the death of Christ my God!
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.

See from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a present far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all.

The compilers of Hymns Ancient and Modern added the following verse:
To Christ, who won for sinners grace
By bitter grief and anguish sore,
Be praise from all the ransomed race
Forever and forevermore.
A story is told about Isaac Watts when he was a child. During a prayer at mealtime, Watts began
laughing. His father asked why he was laughing during the prayer, and Watts, who had opened his eyes
during the prayer and had seen a mouse, responded by making up a rhyme:
"A little mouse for want of stairs
ran up a rope to say its prayers."
As he was getting spanked for this behavior, Watts again rhymed:
"O father, do some pity take
And I will no more verses make."
Obviously, Watts did make more verses - many more - and many of them are still sung today.

